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THE HOME MISSIONARY. 


. ;4... Preacnu the Gospet:.... -.. Mark xvi. 15. et 
ph How shall they Bos except they be sent? 7...fom. x. 15. . 


Vol.XE us » MAY, 183s. Nest. 


: Mutrovuttory Remarks. By 
>; 

THE present number commences the eleventh Poldmne of the “ Howin Mis- 
SIONARY AND AmericaN Pastor’s Journat.” arly in the operations of the 
Society to which it is devoted, such a work was felt to be desirable. _The 
facts disclosed by the. speseatehee of the Society’s Missionaries, especially in 
the new statés—such as the physical and political importance of particular 


sections, the moral condition and prospects, the need or supply of ministerial % 

- labor—were facts that no other organization could so well collect, and no , 
existing publication was calculated to diffuse. Though this neWiodieals is for- : 
bidden by its plan to enter the. wide field of general literature, and restricted ~% 


to the collection of facts which bear on the work of Hotne Missions; its use- 
It his caused the Christian aii! 5 in some measure; to appreciate the various 
suc esses and hindrances of that large and important class of laborers in the 
+ Mion vineyard of our land, who sustain thé rélation of pioneers, and grapple 
~awith hostile influences in Aheit ruder and more vigorous fortis. It has thus 
: »” abou pitahen a most important agency for the Society, 
The last year has been one of great agitation in the ecclesinsfival and : 
commercial affairs of the country. As might have been expected from the : 
operation of such causes, the calm and steady progress of those institutions 
which labor for the spread of the Gospel, has been eribarrassed. The manner 
in which that embarrassment has operated ; how ithas retarded the extension == 
of missionary labor ; howi it has reduced many ministers in the feebledistricts of 
the country to great privation even of the nécessaries of life, has been s set 


, ae forth i in the columns of this periodical. If we do not misjudge, the statements 


- ‘which we have thus furnished to the public, from original sources , have done 
much to awaken sympathy Soa the suffering, and to commence the process of 
relief. 

~In commencing a new Volume, it is proper to State our intention to continue 
the work on thé same general plan as heretofore. A larger type will be 
employed in the part of the work devoted to correspondence, and each number 
is expected to contain 24 pages, instead of 16, as in the last volume. an ang 

As the expense of this periodical i is borne foie the funds of the A.H..M.S., for 
_ general purposes, subscribers may regard the price as.so. much contributed ee 

you. XI. 1 : 


. . 


* 


* 


+ during the past year have been made the 


» 


I have now labored one yearin thi: 


_ He has made this recent waste to blos- 
‘som as the roses. wn hi 
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the promotion of the Home Missionary cause. The extension of the cireula- 


? 


tion is therefore desirable both for the diffusion of a large mass of valuable 


information, and for the pecuniary avails. & 


a oie: 
Y - bs 
's or. 


> « 


Revivals of Weligion, 


Weare srateful to the Head of the church, 
for the privilege of continuing this ¢ aption 


, ¥ 


’ 
- * 


% 


é * 
io "ue 
* 


, Our teacher makes the Bible an im- 


portant part of the instruction. The 


from month to month, and of placing under || pupils pursue their studies with unu- 


it So Many extracts showing the presence of sual ardor; but no portion of the day’s 


the Holy. Spirit with the Missionaries of the 
Society. If the trials of this institution 


means of preparing the Committee, and the 
beneficiary churches, for this blessed result, 
they will not have been endured in vain. 


‘From Rev. M. Kimball, Augusta, 
t Hancock Co., Ill. 


place, under your commission, and it 
has been a year blessed of the Lord. 


Since the Black Hawk war, this re- 
gion has been rapidly settling. One 
year ago our Church numbered twelve 
‘members; one has died, twenty-nine 
have been received by letter, and thir- 
teen on confession of faith. , Our num- 
ber is now yea A part of this 
accession has 
‘interesting revival, which we enjoyed 


last spring. Its subjects “were the 


youth—several in early youth. From 
observation, in many instances, of the 
transient nature of religious impres- 
sions on the minds of very young 
persons, (especially when they oc- 
curred)in the closing of a season of re- 
vival,) we looked with much concern 
for the fruits. Nearly a year has now 


elapsed, and we rejoice to say that our || 
best hopes: have been realized, in the 


increasing evidence that they were all 
taught of God. In the mean time, a 
state of religious feeling has been 
maintained, which we should call 
good, in‘comparison with the common 


state of the churches. The revival,) 


last spring, was peempted by our vil- 
lage school, which was taught by me 
for a few months. And again this 
winter it has exerted a happy influence. 


& 


\ 


{ ple: exhibition of the Gospel, unat- 


een the result of avery 


instruction, excites a deeper interest 


than the Bible exercise at the close. 


Nearly. all the pupils, over seven years 

‘of age, are regarded as pious, amount- 
ing to three fourths of the whole num- 
ber. sala 


|: ‘Our confidence ‘in’ the genuineness 


of. the faith of the recent converts, 
someof whomare quite youn is much 
strengthened by the experience of the 
past year, and the fact that their con- 
version has been the result of the sim- 


tended with the circumstances that 


‘disturb the nerves and inflame the 


‘imagination. We dread the influence 


|of a heated imagination upon the 


young and ignorant; we see much of 
itin the periodical religion that kindles 
into a burning zeal at three or four “big 
meetings,” but is seen no more the re- 
mainder of the year. 


the monthly concert ; both are well at- 


; tended. We have had inquiry meet- 


‘ings ; but our aim has been not to mul- 
tiply meetings to produce (as is some- 
times done) a kind of religious dissi- 
pation ; but rather to adopta system of 
effort that can be permanently sus- 
tained, and which will tend to carry 
the warm current of holy feeling 
through the year. | 

We have, thus 
ance organization. 


From Rev. L. De Witt, Windsor, O. 


‘Mr. De Witt states that his labors 
are bestowed on two stations, Big 
Bottom, and a place four miles distant. 
As the result of his ministry in these 


‘. * : ‘ 
May, 


We have main- | 
tained a weekly prayer-meeting and 


far, had no temper- 
No intoxicating — 
| drink is to be had here. . 


ty 


*, ee 

“1838: 

feeble communities, Christians ‘waged 
been much benefitted ; six at the latter 


station give ‘evidence. of conversion, 
and at the former seventeen have been 
added to the church on profession. 
Others are expected to join when op- 


portunity shall be afforded them. The| 


whole number for whom hope is enter- 
tained is thirty. A new church is 
about to be formed under the direction || 


of the Presbytery, in a section where || 


the revival has extended. . 


From Rev. F- Bartlett, Bremen, 
_ Fairfield County, O. 


From April Ist to August 10th, 1837,. 
I preached, on an average, four sermons 


per week. I administered the Lord’s 
Supper twice, and admitted to the 
church ten new members on exami- 
nation ; and about fifty were added to 
the Temperance Society. And when 
my year closed on the 10th of August, 
there wasa cheering state of feeling i in 
the church, as there has been almost 
ever since. My people then made up 
the whole of ai salary for the present 
year. 


4 


Results safe nage Aid. 


We feel geifele for the assistance 
you have rendered this church. Un- 


der this aid, in part, it has arisen, in. 


six years, from 27 members to 285. 


and also to encourage your society in 
their noble enterprise. May the Lord 


reward a hundred fold all who have. 


aided us in building up this “harap in 
the wilderness ! . 


"PHILADELPHIA \ AGENCY. 
Its usefulness. 


The usefulness of the Board of Agency 
established in Philadelphia, for the states of 
N. Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Ma- 
ryland, is manifested in the impulse given to 
Home Missionary operations in those states 
since: > Board was organized, and also in 
the steadily increasing. collections which 
have been made on that field, in aid of the 
general objects of the Society. Notwith- 


pledges for the future. 


‘in the effusion of the Holy Ghost on the 
| churches. In common with others, the Mis- 


id 
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standing the embarrassments of the’ past 


year, the Rey. G. N. Judd, Associate Secre- 
tary of the Society, and agentin those states, 
has. collected $8350, which i is $1450 more 
than was received from the same field in the 
previous year, besides" a , large amount of 
See t the Report on a 
subsequent page. 


Revivals within its’ bounds. 


But the best kind of \success, and that 
stich noarithmetic can estimate, is enjoyed 


he 


sionaries have received a rich blessing 


he ee 
their hearts, and among their people. The he 


following are extracts from recent Reports: 


From the” Rev!" James'’M, Davis, 
Fairmount, near Philadelphia.’ 
My year of Midsionaiy’ labor, which 

closed on the last of February, was one 
of lasting interest to me and to my 
dear people. The ways of God toward 
us have been sueh as to lead us to ex- | 
claim, : 


‘“‘ God moves ina mysterious hee 
. His wonders to perform.” . 


He his sorely afflicted us, and Droilch 


our affliction he has’ greatly blessed 
us. pring the past year we have en- 
joyed (as 1 think) one of the most 


remarkable revivals of religion—re- 
|) markable as— exhibiting the grace of 
We mention this through gratitude, | 


God in the sanctifying ‘of some of his 
professing people, and in the convic- 
tion and conversion of the impenitent. 

About one hundred precious souls 
have, as we believe, been born again 
in our congregation: during the past 
year. Highty-five have been received 
on profession of their faith into the 
fellowship and communion of the , 
church. 

The work does not now ' ‘nthe 
with the same visible power as at first; 
but when we regard the great object 


for which souls are’ born again and 


added to Zion, I trust that in the es- 
teem of God, the work is moving on 


f with)? more and more power.” 


Ls, PRG. pe i : 


‘Sabbath Sehools. un si 
Skt 5 Sabbath schools have ag 
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abundantly replenished with) scholars 


and with teachers. . We. have had 
three Sabbath schools. in operation 
during the winter, and expect to open 
another on “ Bush Hill,” Sabbath after 
next—all of which will embrace two 
hundred and fifty children and twen 


ty-five teachers. 


4 


Prayer Meetings. yt fe 
4. uy 


Our prayer meetings are numerous | 
and well attended, and have been the 


preceding and) powerfully attending 


means of the revival. We.established | 


_ them in every neighborhood where we 
could obtain a. room, and in this wa 
~-wecould say to every family and soul, 
“The Kingdom of God has come 
nigh unto you.” When I began, there 
was. but one. man who could assist in 
prayer in my church; but now we have 
more than twenty who take an active 
part .in this. exercise.. The females 
have become active in every depart- 
ment of Christian labor, especially in 
Sabbath school and ‘“ Dorcas” efforts. 


_ During the past winter, they have | 


made up and distributed between four 
and five hundred garments for the poor 
of our own congregation and vicinity, 


9. Lhe Penitentiary. 
The “ Eastern Penitentiary” has 


shared. in this. good work. Nine 
out of twelve of the keepers who 


have the entire charge of the pri- 


 soners, are now, as we trust, converted 
. men, Thus has God provided for the 
spiritual improvement of its inmates, 
by preparing nearly all of their over- 
seers to be ministers of mercy as well 
-as of justice. The clerk of. this prison 
last Sabbath evening, for the first time 
in his life, called on the name of God 
in the public assembly. 
..It appears.to me. that. the. mighty 
change which has. been wrought 
among my people, through the libe- 
rality of. your Society, is enough to 
compensate you for all, the expendi- 
ture. which you have made. Over 
twenty family altars have been set up; 
stores once open on the Sabbath have 
been closed; drunkards’ have been re- 
claimed; enemies have been made 


friends ; heavy afflictions have been | 


e. 
" 


| From Rev. James W, Dale, 


< * 


May, ‘ 


\sanctified;. souls saved, and Gtod’s 


name honored... Four youths have 
been brought in during this revival, 
who will be educated now by their 
parents for the Gospel ministry, and. 
one of them as a missionary. . 


‘ . . 
( Thir- 
teenth Presb. Ch.,) Phila. 


’ 


In the early part of January we held 
religious meetings every evening inthe 
week, Theattendance was very good ; 
and the services were marked with 


||that solemnity which God’s presence | 


only gives. Christians were made to 
rejoice, and many sinners went weep- 
ing tothe Saviour’s feet, 

At our communion season, near the 
close of January, twelve were received 
on examination into the church. Thir- 
ty-one have united with us on profes- 
sion during the year, and eleven by 
letter. 4 


=e 


From Rev. Wm. Ramsay, (South-st. 
Church,) Phila. | 


Previous to the commenement of my 
labors in the church, it had been shut. 
up for nearly a year. The eongrega- 
tion was scattered. Many of the mem- 
bers had connected themselves with 
other churches ; and the people who 
had often worshipped there had gone 
elsewhere. Most of the Sabbath 
sehool children also had» fallen into 


|other schools. ‘In addition to all this, 


there was a state of feeling towards 


the ehurch, existing in the commu- 


nity, which was exceedingly adverse 
to its prosperity. Such was the state 
of things when I began Jan. 1st, 1837, 
with about forty-five or fifty hearers, 
in the lecture-room. My appointment 
being only for three months, I felt em- 
barrassed.as to laying any plans of 
usefulness, more than the mere ordi- 
nary preaching of the Gospel, lest E 
should be constrained to stop in the 
midst of them. — ties, 
It was soon manifest, however, that 
some were serious, and others. had 
tured to God... At our first commu- 
nion season, which was designed only 


* 


1838. 


for'those who had already professed | 


| 


their faith in the Saviour, no converts 
were admitted. The time for our com- 
munion came again, and I received 
twenty-five on profession of their faith 
to the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per at that time. At our next com- 
munion eight more were received, and 
at our last, which was on December 
24th, nine more, making in all forty— 
almost as many converts as we had 
hearers at the first. _ 

At the close of the year we began a 


protracted meeting, which has been} 


blessed to the salvation of many. The 


seriousness continues, and converts | 


are multiplied. More than thirty have, 
[ trust, turned unto the Lord. 


Pramod dake Patton se West Presb. 
Church, ) Philadelphia. 


In December Mr. P. wrote— 


‘For the last three months our con- 
gregation has increased very consider- 
ably. ‘There is, at present, a more 
interesting state of things among us— 
some cases of hopeful conversion, and 
some more of seriousness. ‘There is 
manifestly a considerable waking wp 
among our members; more’ of the 
spirit of prayer; more ‘of a disposition 
to labor for the salvation of others. 
Our prayer meetings have been well 
attended and solemn, Allour mem- 
bers who are so situated that they can 
attend to the more active duties of 
Christianity, are engaged in distri- 
buting tracts, teaching in the Sunday 
school, &c. 


In March Mr. P. writes as follows— 


The past y ear, and more particularly 
the. past three months, have been a 
season of mercy to our infant church. 
“ The Lord has done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad,” 

In compliance with the suggestion 


from several of the churches in New- . 


York, we held a protracted service 
every evening during the first week in 
January. For some time previous, 
our meetings had been unusually so- 
lemn and interesting. There were 
some cases of deep seriousness: the 
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members of the church seemed to ap- 
preciate the efficacy of praye rand the, 
importance of laying themselve 
for the conversion of. dying sinners. 
God was pleased in mercy to visit us 
with his salvation: His Spirit was 
poured out upon us in such displays as 
to leave no doubt on our minds, that 
the Lord was truly in the midst of us. 
There were many cases of deep and 


powerful conviction, and of clear and 


decided conversion. There were, as 
a result, upwards of thirty hopeful 
converts, so far as I have been able 
to ascertain. Most of these have con- 
nected themselves with our church, 
and give good evidence of piety. 
Some of them are heads of families ; 


| several of them young persons ‘who 


can, make themselves useful in the 
Sunday school, in distribution of tracts, 


| in sustaining prayer meetings, &c. 


Although not possessing much wealth 
or influence in’ society, yet we must 
consider some of them as valuable ac- 
cessions to our, rising ehurch.. We 
should, certainly prove ungrateful, if 
we did not acknowledge, as well as 
feel, that the Lord had dealt bounti- 
fully with us. Wehave often felt dis- 
couraged in our enterprise, from a 
variety of unfavorable circumstances ; 
such as the want of a suitable place of 
worship—our disappointment in not 
getting up our church as soon as we 
had anticipated—the apathy. of our 
fellow christians to the enterprise in 
which we are engaged, &c., but while 
the great Head of the church affords 


us such tokens of his presence and fa- 


vor, we will hush our murmuring, dis- 
miss our doubts, and go on in our 
work, trusting in his ndme. _ 

During the past year, (from April 
t 1837, ) we have had among us 
about forty-five or fifty hopeful con- 
versions. There have been added to 
our church forty-seven’ members, of 
these forty-one .on. éxamination, and. 
six on certificate. 


a | Pp 
vs 1 h oe 
aa Mi) 


From Rev. R. W. Landis, Jefferson 


wilte,: Pa. - 
cee aot 
In the Home Missionary for Asi, 1838, 
page 266, mention is made of a revival at 
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this station. A subsequent report from Mr. 
L., speaks as follows :— e 


We havea glorious revival. Forty- 
three were received on the 31st of 
March as the fruits of it. Fifty-four 


have been added ‘to the church dur-| 


ing the year. 


ere 


From Rev. J. R. Moser, Carbon-— 


dale, Pa. 


_In reporting a season of unusual religious 
interest, Mr. M. remarks : 


During this time many of the saints 
in this place have been refreshed and 
quickened, and sinners have been con- 
verted to God. As to the number of 
converts, of course we cannot defi- 
nitely say. Forty-three have already 
made application for admission into 
the Presbyterian church in this place. 

The victories of the Spirit, and the 
iriumphs of divine truth, on this oeca- 
sion, have, to a great extent, been 


achieved among the youth, but not ex-| 


- clusively confined to this class. The 
“teachers and scholars of our Sabbath 
school have not been passed by in this 
visitation of mercy, but they have 
been graciously remembered and glo- 
riously visited by the great Head of 
the church. A goodly number of 
them have, as we trust, been brought 
to consecrate their bodies and spirits 
to the seryice of the living God. 
The number of hopeful conversions, 
during the year, is estimated at fifty- 
five or sixty. Forty-two have already 
united with the people of God. 


ee 


REVIVALS IN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 


From Rev. C. B. Cady, Essex Co., 


a, og 


When Mr. C. commenced his labors in 
the churches of Essex and Willsborough, he 
found them in a state of lukewarmness and 
distraction, owing, among other causes, to 
the absence of ministerial labor, and the 
want of a suitable house of worship. As 
the result of efforts which have subsequently 


been made, they have now a commodious ' 


led soul: > 


May, 


building sufficiently large to accommodate 
the congregation for ‘some years to come. 
After the completion of this, their thoughts 
were directed to the upbuilding of the spi- 
ritual house of the Lord, and a protracted 
meeting was held. ' 


There was no special interest save 
an increase in the spirit of prayer, 
until Friday evening, when the Holy 
Spirit was poured out in a wonderful 
manner. ‘T'he place of worship was 
rendered awful on account of God’s 
presence. The people had given unto 
them “the hearing ear, and the un- 
derstanding heart, and the applying 
conscience.” God made application 
of his own truth, and made it the 
“ power of God-unto salvation.” The 
divine influence continued to spread, 
until it was scarcely possible to enter 
a house and not witness manifesta- 
tions of the Holy Ghost. 


In February, special efforts for the promo- 
tion of religion were made in a retired dis- 
trictin the mountains, which resulted in the 
hopeful conversion of nineteen persons. |The 
whole number reported by Mr. Cady as 
manifesting a change of heart during his 
Missionary year, is fifty-five; of whom 


| twenty have already been examined, and 


admitted to the communion of the church. 


eed 


Abel, Mount Hope, 


From Rev. D. 
Writing of a work of grace in his congre- 
gation, Mr. A. says: 


There were several instances of the 
most pungent conviction I ever wit- 
nessed. ‘These were generally on ac- 
count of some partivinles known sin; 
sin which before appeared only as a 
transient mote, now became a moun- 
tain, burning and rolling a'voleano of 
awful-guilt and terror over the awaken- 


i 


Cases of conviction. 

In one instance a man had pur- 
chased a small article, valued at 
twenty-five cents, from a merchant, 
and ldid the price down on the counter. 


-1838. 


The merchant being busy did not take 


it immediately. After a little time, || 


‘supposing he had received payment, 
and that he had returned the twenty- 
five cents in change, he said to the 
purchaser, “ There is your change, 
sir.” The purchaser answered, ‘“* Have 
you received your pay 2?” “Yes, sir,” 
replied the merchant. “ Well, if you 
are satisfied, said the purchaser, then I 
- will take it,” and accordingly put it 
into his pocket, when he knew the 
merchant had not taken his pay. This 
appeared to be a small thing then; 
but now, when the word, through the 
Spirit, came .with power, his con- 
science was. awakened, the guilt of 
the transaction appeared overwhelm- 
ing; and at the same time the oppo- 
sing struggles of the carnal mind 
against the just requirements of the 
Gospel were'so great, that while in 
his own house he sunk into a state of 
syncope. When revived from this, his 
anguish of mind was so. great that it 
caused him to roar out incessantly in 
most dolorous moanings. In this con- 
dition he hastened to the merchant and 
made restitution, and then came to the 
anxious meeting and confessed his 
sin. His mind afterward appeared to 
‘settle into a calm hope that his sins 
were pardoned through “ the blood of 
Jesus Christ,” which alone “ clean- 
seth from all sin.” 

As the happy result of this revival, 
about sixty persons (as nearly as we 
can ascertain) were hopefully con- 
verted. Thirty-four have joined in 
covenant with this: church, several 
have connected themselves with 
churches of other denominations, and 
some have not yet professed Christ 
before men by connecting themselves 
with any church. 


Anaged trophy of grace. 


Among those who have united with 
thig church; there is one man aged 
eighty-two years, and a youth of thir- 
teen. This aged man very justly 
accounts himself a trophy of the grace 
and goodness of God. ' The principal 
theme of his remarks in relating the 
incidents of his life, is the goodness 
of God. In the memorable massacre 
of Minisink he was the only survi- 
vor of an advance guard of thirteen. 
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From Rev. Tyrrell Blair, Center- 
ville, N. Y. 


- From the last report of Mr. Blair, 
we learn that thirty-one have been 
added to the number of the professed 
followers of the Lamb, during the 
year ending April Ist, 1838, and that 
others are expected at the next com- 
munion. 2 


ee 


From Rev. Daniel, Beers, Green- 
port, L. I. - 


Since November we have been mer- 
cifully visited by the great Head of 
the church. For nearly a year past, it 
has been manifest that something 
more than usual has been upon the 
minds of the people. About the mid- 
dle of the winter, vent was given to 
long suppressed feelings. The work 
has been noiseless, and, so far as we 
can now judge, deep. The means 
which.seem to have been the chief:in- 
struments in the work, were the plain; 


dispassionate presentations of the doc- | 


trines of grace. From a deliberate 
view of their true case by nature, men 
have been urged to the Saviour. No- 
thing has specially distinguished the 
revival in this place from many in this 
favored land, unless it may be the un- 


| usual proportion of adults who seem 


to have been savingly wrought upon. 
There have been about fifty family 
altars newly erected in this village. 
As to the number hopefully converted, 
I can say nothing definite; perhaps 
between one and two hundred. What 
number are truly converted none can 
tell;. and what part of them will eon- 
nect themselves with the Presbyterian 


‘church is yet to be told. 


REVIVALS IN NEW-ENGLAND. - 


In Enfield, (Vt.,) we learn froma 
missionary report, there has been quite 
an interesting state of things. The 
means of grace have proved efficacious 
in awakening the church, and of bring- 
ing some sinners to repentance. 


‘ z . « 
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Rev. John Bartlett writes from 

Avon, (Ct.,) “God is’ remembering 

us in our low estate.” The church 

was aroused by the report of the work 
of the Lord in Hartford and Farming- 
* ton; a day of fasting and prayer was 


May, . 


appointed, at the close of which a 
faithful visitation of all the families 
in the place was made. <A spirit of 
prayer appears to prevail. Meetings 
for .imquiry are well attended, and 
several are rejoicing in hope of pardon. 


~Meports of PUisstonavies. 


7 


THE IOWA DISTRICT. 


The Iowa district lies west of the Missis+ 
sippi river, and immediately north of Mis- 
souri, from which it is separated by the Des 
Moines rivers It is settling with great ra- 
pidity by a population of most promising 
character. Besides the writer of the follow- 

ing extract, the A. H. M. S. have another 
Missionary appointed for that district, and 
hopes to be the medium of still further ad- 
- vantages to that interesting region. ‘ 


oe) From Rev. Wm. P. Apthorpe, Fort 
+ | Madison, lowa District. 


oe. i x! at ay Fy 
aE) A church is to be organized as soon 
as ministerial help can be obtained, 
which it is hoped will be in a few 
weeks. The ministers who were ap- 
pointed to organize churches in this 


a 


-a death in the family of one of them. 
They have been written to, to request 
them to come and form a church, if 
possible. Things are improving here. 
Our meetings are fuller than they 
were, and I think the prospects of a 
Presbyterian church are favorable. 

» At Denmark, a church is to be orga- 
nized, with the leave of Providence, the 
last Sabbath in May, with the help of 
brother Turner from Quincy. This 
would have been done in the fall, but 

* for Mr. Turner’s being prevented from 

'  ¢oming at the time appointed... They 
have always had a Bible class among 
themselves, and this spring a Sabbath 
school. for the younger portion will be 

commenced, They have raised a 

frame for a meeting and school house, 

but will not have it covered till some 


time this spring, | 
: The country on this side the river 


territory, did not come, on account of 


* Jis rapidly filling up: ‘There aremany 


towns growing up within a small cir- 
cuit. Burlington, twenty miles up 
the river, which is the seat of territo- 
rial government, is an important place. 

West Point, ten miles west from 
Madison, which contended with M. for 
the county seat; is another important 
place. There is a Presbyterian church 
there of some fifteen or more mem- 


bers, and but few of other denomina- 


tions. They were expecting a minis~ 
ter to come to them from Illinois, but 
none as yet has gone there. Augusta, 
ten miles north from M., is at present 
small, but being ‘situated on Manitou 
river, at a fine mill+seat, is sure to 
grow to a large place. Montrose, ten 
miles down the river, has a beautiful 
location, and may not improbably be- 
eome a considerable place. ‘They 
have no preaching. Further west | 


are various other towns rising up, as . 


Benton’s Port, on the Des Moines, 
New-Baltimore, on the Manitou, 
Washington, &c. &c. These are all 
destitute of the.Gospel; except that 
occasionally the Methodist circuit 
preacher visits them. There are quite 
a number of Campbellites in this neigh~ 
borhood, but I have not heard of any 
preachers, except one or two, who 
came over last summer from Illinois 
and preached afew times. They had 
a meeting in Madison, where there 
are several of that sect. ple ba 


ye 


‘MISSOURI. 
Who will 20 and. labor there 2 


We, have several. times, during the'last 
year, invited the attention of our readers to 
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the wants of the Presbyterian ba rabbe Sin 
Missouri. On pages 160 and 200 of Volume 
X., specific statements are made, showing 
the claim of that large state to the attention 
of ministers of the Gospel, who are asking 
the question, “ Lord, what wilt thou have 
me todo?” 

“These appeals have been. sublétentally 
made, over and over again, many times du- 


ring eight years past; and yet the number | 


of Presbyterian ministers in that state, en- 
gaged in preaching statedly, is no greater 
than it was at the beginning of that period. 


Why should this be? It is afinestate. Its: 


lands are fertile and fair to see; it presents 
every variety of prairie, woodland, mountain 
and valley; it has the “ father of rivers” on 
its whole eastern frontier, and the noble 
“daughter of the far mountains” running 
across its breadth. It abounds in iron, cop- 
per, lead, coal, and other mineral treasures. 
Its climate is as good-as any of its sister 
states. Emigrants are flocking thither; 
“the woods are full of people.” Why, then, 
do not.ministers make it the land of pro- 
mise to which they look, as they da to IIli- 
nois and Michigan ? 


It is believed that the reasons which, for| 


the most part, deter clergymen educated at 
the East from making Missouri the scene of 
their labors, are connected with. the exis- 
tence of slavery in: that. state. The preva- 
lence of this system is supposed to be un- 
friendly to: the propagation of the Gospel. 
Granting that this is true, does it form a 
valid apology for so general a neglect of so 
large a field? That there are difficulties in 
the way, so far from being an argument why 
a given district should be neglected, is the 
very reason why it should receive special at- 
‘tention. Who would justify a physician in 
passing by a particular patient, because his 
disease is unusually obstinate, or his con- 
stitution bad? The greater the need, the 
greater is the duty of supplying it. 

But the reply is made, “I am ready to go 
any where, and even to sacrifice my life, if 
it be necessary. But I think it my duty to 


go where I have a prospect of doing the most | 


good.” If men who make this reply are 
not deceived by their own hearts, but are, in 
truth, ready to go, and toil, and suffer, at the 
call of Christ, there is little danger that they 


- will go wrong. Such’a spirit rarely errs. 
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Yet even to these we would make a few 
suggestions. The rule of determining our 
choice of location entirely by the probable 
amount of good we may do, is not a safe 
rule—itis not the rule which God has given 
us. It is not safe; for, short-sighted as we 
are, we cannot tell the future facilities or hin- 
| drances that may encompass our path. We 
are not gifted with any such prophetic 
faculty, that we may look into the vast sys- 
tem of events, and balance, w with even judg- 
ment, the good that may result from two 
proposed plans of life. Thus, many persons, 
misled by this mode of judging, find, too late, 
that they are out of place, and drag out a 
life of inefficiency, where they imagined they 
should accomplish great good. ' Again, this 
rule is not the rule which God has’ given. 
‘‘Preach the Gospel to every creature,” is 
the command of Christ; which doubtless 
implies, that in the amount of preaching be- 
stowed on different places, there should be 
some due proportion to their respective 
wants. Of course, where the want is great, ‘ 
there the hand and voice of God direct the _ 


liberty to speculate on probabilities. Again, 
even'were this rule of j judging ever SO cor-' 
rect, its application to the casein hand ought 
not, it is believed, to turn the attention of 
so many clergymen away from Missouri. 

Is there not a: fallacy in estimating the 
amount of good by the ‘immediate results 2 
Is it not a safer judgment to say, that the 
way of greatest usefulness, in the end, is 
that in which a man most exactly obeys. 
Christ? -Who shall say, that as bright a 
crown of glory, gemmed with as many seals 
of his ministry, shall not encircle the brow 
of the man, who, consulting not with flesh 
and blood, seeks a difficult spot, and labors 
long in: undermining prejudice, removing ob- 
stacles, and laying the foundations of the 
future structure, as though he had 
location more immediately produ 
a young clergyman to the Home Missionary 
Society, “If you have any station so diffi- 
cult and unpromising that no one else will 
go toit, send me there.” His request was 
granted; and he’ went to a spot where he 
has had to walk by faith, and not by sight, 


| and where it was long ere he gathered an 


organized congregation, and longer still ere 
he was comfortably supported by the people. 


attention of his ministers, andtheyarenotat  _ 


10 


Doubtless many will admire his. magna- 
nimity, and applaud the spirit by which he 
was actuated, who have not the faith and 
self-denial to follow his example. 

But is it true that Missouri is a hard field? 
Are the, obstacles to success really any 
greater there than in adjoining states? Amid 
a population, so large a portion of whom are 
from, the non-slayeholding states, the pecu- 
liarities which arise from the prevalence of 
slavery exist in a mitigated form. _The,mass 
of the people in Missouri must undoubtedly 
be, such as will cultivate the soil with their 
own hands;, If, then, there were no other 
causes at. work. to produce a.change, it 
would come to pass from the superior effi- 
eiency of free oyer slave labor. And even 
now the testimony of experience goes to 
show, that there is no finer field for imme- 
diate results. What ministers have had 


greater success, in proportion to their num- | 
bers, than the Presbyterian ministers in | 


Missouri? fide 
Again, we make the appeal, who will.go 
there and labor ? a dy 


cnet 
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From Rev. FB, MElroy, Louisvil le, 
., Lincoln Co., Mo., March 7, 1838. 


I have been laboring constantly 
among these churches since the mid- 
dle of last July; and I have great rea- 
sons to bless the Lord for what he has 
done. My commission from you au- 
thorized me to labor within the bounds 


of St. Charles Presbytery. In com- 


pliance with the instructions of said 
Presbytery, I labored among several 
destitute..churches during my first 
. quarter. I then engaged to preach re- 
gularly atthe three stations, which I 


now occupy, forone year. My field of 


labor is too wide... My circuit, is fifty 
miles, crossing four large creeks, 


which are often so deep as to render 


crossing dangerous. ‘loo much time 
is necessarily consumed in riding from 


station to station... If my district were. 


less, I could preach oftener, and have 
more time for pastoral visits. Besides, 
there is some probability of another 
laborer coming into this region soon. 
Then it will be necessary for us to di- 
vide the field between us, so as to cul- 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. 


May, 


tivate it to the best advantage. Here 
is ample room, .7Z'here is not a Prés- 
byterian preacher within fifty miles 
‘of me, and but very few of any deno- 
mination except Campbellites. The 
country all around is pretty well set- 
tled. The Lord has a great work to 
bedone here. Unless we be sustained 
by your Society, we must abandon the 
field. The salvation of thousands 
of immortal souls in Missouri, de- 
pends upon the prosperity of your 
Society. 


ILLINOIS. 


From Rev. E. H. Hazard, Whiteside 
Co., Illinois. 


-We have many difficulties to en- 
counter, peculiar toa new country— 
the necessity of building» houses, 
making farms, bridges, roads, &c., &e, 
The people are poor and must neces- 
sarily labor hard to make a beginning, 
We commenced building a block 


- || Rouse last fall, for the purposes of a 


school and meetings, and were notable 
to finish it; but think it will be finish- 
led this spring. We have had an ex- 
cellent winter school, however, taught 
in a private house, of about twenty- 
three scholars. Our teacher has been 
under the painful necessity of turning 
away several who have made applica- 
| tion to enter, for want of room to re- 
ceive them. z 


INDIANA. 
GERMANS AT FORT WAYNE. 


From Rev. Jesse Hoover, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 


Having. preached ‘every alternate 
Lord’s day, in the town of FortWayne, 
I organized the First Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, in Fort W.., on the 14th 
of October, 1837. It consists of se- 
venty members, some of whom live 
eight miles from town. I havea pious 
enlightened church couneil, who feel 
the importance of maintaining a pro- 
per standard of piety and discipline 
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from the very commencement. We 
have not, however, been without our 
difficulties. Some of our people are 
from Prussia, and others from every 
part of Germany and the Netherlands, 
with different prejudices and appre- 
hensions of Christian propriety, duty, 
‘&e. Itis easy to conceive that it re- 
‘quires a good deal of discretion to 
mould this heterogeneous mass into 
one harmonious church. But, by the 
grace of God, I have some prospect of 
succeeding to a very considerable ex- 
tent. There are a number of Pro- 
testants here, mostly persons without 
families, who have, thus far, refused 
to become members of the church, be- 
cause our discipline does not corres- 
pond with the ideas they had formed 
of the liberty they would enjoy in this 
country. There will, however, be a 
number of applications for church 
membership at‘our next communion, 
which will beim April On the 11th 
of March, I organized a church in the 
northern part of Adams county, of 
twenty-three members. This little 
church is in a flourishing condition. 
They have kept up a prayer meeting 
regularly since the latter part of last 
summer. Here I expect to have a 
flourishing 8. school this summer. 


OHIO. 
. ale A GOOD DEVICE. 


From, Rev. James, Eells, Amherst, 

Loraine Co., O. | 

Besides other labors appropriate to the 

missionary character, Mr. E. mentions the 
following praiseworthy efforts— 


~ I have visited most of the families 
within the limits of my several preach- 
ing stations, and a considerable por- 
tion of them repeatedly. My object 
in these visits is, not only to inquire 
into their religious state, and urge re- 
ligious duties; but, also to distribute 
books of different kinds, as a gratui- 
tous loan. I have procured a consi- 
derable number of the bound volumes 
ofthe American Tract Society, which, 
with such books as I had previously in 


my library, and $5 worth appropria- | 
. 
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ted by the American Tract Society, 
through their agent, Rev. Li. Rouse, 
make between eighty and ninety vol- 
umes now in circulation within our 
limits; besides Tracts, Missionary 
Heralds, The Home Missionary, Mag- 
azines, &c., as many as 1 can engage 
people to read. I have also a small 
duodecimo for children, called “A 
Guide for Children,” ae ee | ene! 
from Dr. Waits, in two parts, for small 
and larger children, of which I have 
circulated a large number, as a dona- 
tion to children around us, on condi- 
tion of their committing their contents 
to memory. in view of the extreme 
destitution of valuable religious books 
in this region, even in religious fami- 
lies; the difficulty of bringing many_ 
of these people under the preaching of 
the Gospel ; or of getting appropriate 
instruction before them in any : 
way ; with the fact that they will gen- 
erally read such a book, and regard it 
as a favor to be thus noticed—TI con- 
sider this among the best means “of 
promoting the great object of my min-= 
isterial labors. It is an excellent in- 
troduction of a minister to strangers; 
and prepares them to receive instruc? 
tion afterwards, with more interest 
and confidence. iy MS Ee 
my : “Aber eS 


¥ 
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CONNECTICUT. pgs py 
Rev. James Noyes, Middlefeld, Ci; 


Reports the addition of twenty-two 
persons to the Church during the mis- 
sionary year now closing. "Twenty of 
these give evidence of having become 
new creatures within this period. Ex- 
traordinary efforts have been made by 
the people to. meet the claims of the 
Gospel upon their support; and in 
doing so they have been blessed in 
their own souls, and the conversion of 
their neighbors. 


8 
| CANADA, py 
From Rev. W. M‘Killichan, Indian 
Lands, L.C. 
_ THE WAR. wi 


The disturbances which prevailed, 


in Canada, and the part which some on 


the American side took, and continue} 


to take in them, have very much di- 
verted the attention of the people from 
the concerns of eternity. Being often 


called from home by reports of war, 


true or false, (the people in Glengary, 
where I live, were more troubled in 
this way, than in most places in Up- 
per Canada,) there was little said or 
thought of the war which Satan. is 


carrying on against the soul of man} \ 
but of that between men; and a most 
bitter frame of mind. was thus produ- |. 


7 


ced in men against men. 


- 


; : me 
A MISSIONARY TOUR. 


Hearing that there is a destitute set- 
_tlement forty miles west from the In- 
_ dian Lands, in which are many people 


from Scotland, and some who knew 
me there; I went to see them and 
spent six days, and preached eight or 


hine sermons among them. They 


were thankful for the visit. Consi- 
dering their destitute situation, 1 do 


‘not know any settlement where. there 


is so much to be commended and ‘so 
little to be censured. I visited this 


place again at the end of February,— 
_ spent a week among them, preaching 
every day in different places, and some- 
times twice a.day. They manifested 
~~ a pleasing desire to hear the Gospel, 


and to have a minister among them. 
They think they would in a short 
time be able to support one. 
of an afflicted family in a new place, 
five miles in the woods, I went to see 
them and preached to them and a few 
more, who lately settled near them. 
"There never was a sermon preached 
in the place before. The lady told 
me that the sermon preached that day 
was the second she Pad heard during 
the last seven years. 


if related, would be very affecting. 
On my return, called at.a house where 
the people have no Bible, and are 
nearly thirty miles from preaching.— 
In summer there is no access to them 
but by water. I left them some tracts. 
Spent a night, at this time, and on my 
former journey, at a house eight miles 


trom any neighbors, where a number} 


_ 
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Hearing 


: seven The history of 
_ their privations, as to temporal things, | 


May, 


of men are at work preparing timber. 
I preached'to them. The master wish- 
ed me to go that way in summer, 
and promised to take me up -the river 
fifteen miles to a place where I ‘could 
walk on the land... Preached next da 

to.a few who reside ten miles throug 

the woods from where I preach. They 


wished me to go to them again, which 


I promised to do. 


Se SS 


From Rev. A. J. Parker, Shipton, 
eels. Chass Sie 


: *. 
-RESULTS OF HOME MISSIONS IN CANADA. 


During the last six months 1 have 
suffered from bodily indisposition, and 


much of the time have been under 
medical treatment. But I rejoice amid 
my sufferings, (if sufferings they may 
be called,) that now while thus disa- 
bled myself, the care of some five or 


six infant churches in the vicinity is- 
committed to other and more faithful 
hands, and that they’ may enjoy, not 
merely occasional visits from an itine- 


‘rant missionary, but have pastors over 


them in the Lord. 

I cannot contemplate the change 
effected in this section within’ the 
last few years, without exclaiming, 
“ What hath God wrought!” In Sep- 
tember last, our association met at 
Compton, where were present five 
ministers of the Gospel, all laboring 
within about fifty miles. In Decem- 
ber, the same body met at Melbourne, 
when two additional members were 
added, and our hearfs were made glad 
that laborers were being sent into the 
field. In February I attended at Stan- 
stead, the installation of Rev. R. V. 


‘Hall, where the church and the mi- 


nistering brethren could not but rejoice 
together in @ prayer-hearing God. 
The week following our meeting at 
Stanstead, a ,jhouse of worship was 
opened, and dedicated to the worship 
of Almighty God in Sherbrooke. [ 
was unable to attend, but the event 
was one of great interest to that 
church, and to the cause of God in 
this county. . 


* 
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. PMiscellancous Selections 
FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE A. H. M. 8: 


A SCOFFER CONVERTED. _ of benevolence which the Gospel has 
opened, and which it keeps open; all 

A young man had been an opposer || the peace, good order, and domestic 
of the temperance cause, and, indeed, || happiness, enjoyed by communities in 
a scoffer at all religion. While at || which the Gospel is statedly preached, 
work alone, his thoughts ran upon||in distinction from those communities 
the subject of religion. Suddenly || that are not favored with it; all the 
he was seized with such distress || growth of believers in knowledge 
that he could not work. He felt him-||and grace; all the conversions of 
self to be unutterably guilty and in}! sinners to the truth as it is in Jesus. 
great danger. He went immediately ||In short, the success of the Gospel 
to a pious female in the neighborhood, seems to include all the happiness in 
whose delightful task it was to lead time, or in eternity, which those com- 
him to the Savior. 


ee et IT 


living teacher will enjoy, in distinc- 
PEE LONGI UTEVEE Mase otis out ever hearing his voice. With this 
view of success in reference to the 


. aoe Bgtavlc iy A ab ae Patent x10R, preaching of the Gospel, I feel encou- 
with my /abors, a revival of region; |!razed_ to go forward in holding forth 
which it is the privilege of so many | the word of life, though I do not, and 
ee, Tin very pe te telies te Poe ie : are’ see all the results of 
that divine truth is developed to this || ™¥ “°°'° “007: o> 
people, from Sabbath to Sabbath, in 

vain. Even when sinners are AOE wy eae ea 
converted, “the word of God will Pees 
do—it doés—good to the upright in| 
heart.” It requires much patience 
and confidence in God to labor perse- +3 
veringly without witnessing visible|| Two more of our young men have 
fruits of labor in the powession of || commenced a course of study prepa~ 
sinners. It is indeed happy to labor || ratory for the ministry; which makes 
amidst the displays of divine power || six, in all, who are in a. course of pre- 
and grace in the regeneration of sin- || paration for this holy work, from this 
ners. Beside, 2 se ct hat vg GONETSEA NOD: penne two ners aa 
success in our undertakings. Inread-|tgaged in it. ur society, for the 
ing and hearing of the “success that support of the Gospel, pay one and a 
rs9 bs as the arg a of ' the pee pees they stand on bag 

ospel in many places, I have been|| “grand list.” In this way, principally 

induced to inquire, what constitutes || they raise $300 towards my support : 
the success of preaching the Gospel? || and $50I receive from the Missionary 
It has appeared to me, that the term || Society. This constitutes my salary. 
suecess, in this connexion, is very ex-|| Our benevolent collections the year 


‘< 


tensive; it seems to include all the|jending in June last, amounted to 


restraints from vice and immorality || $201 42. There will probably be 
thrown around the community by || about thesame the presentyear. We 
means of the Gospel—all the degrees || are also about making alterations and 

of divine truth. lodged in the under- | repairs in our house of worship which 

standing of sinners by the preaching will cost us $700 or $800. But we 

of the word, biblical instruction, and || feel that the honor of the Lord, and 

other ministerial labors; all the streams " the good of souls, require It. 


ee 


yon 


munities, families, and individuals, 
that are favored with the labors of the © 


tion from those that live and die with- 


y 
~~ 
_ = 
ia 


BENEVOLENT EFFORTS. “= 
7 ae 
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RELIGIOUS VISITING. 


I have endeavored to visit all the 
families in my parish for religious: in- 
struction and prayer, and I have found 
my labors in this way result in imme- 
diate good. Many are inclined. to 


attend the private and public worship) 
of God, after a few faithful and affec-| 


tionate visits from one who cares for 
their souls: I have also visited the 
schools, not as a member of the ex- 
amining. committee, but as a friend 
and a minister. In this way I have 
gained a good influence over the youth, 
There has been a manifest. improve- 
ment in our common district schools. 
And though the cause of education 
has been much neglected in this, part 
of the state, it is fast beginning to re- 
ceive that attention it so much de- 
serves, .., de 


’ 


“MY PREACHING PLACES.” 


Much has been lost, or rather has 
not been gained, during the winter, 
for want of a convenient house for 


public worship. My preaching places. 


have been, in the town, a room ina 
private family, (for we have no school- 
house,) and in the country, miserable 
log cabins; one. of which had not even 
a window init. As it was too cold 
for the audience to sit with the door 
open, I was under the necessity of 
reading my hymn by fire light, though 
the sun was then at its meridian 
heicht.: 4 


MORAL INFLUENCE OF RELIGIOUS DECI- 
SION.’ 


A young. married lady was hope- 
fully pious, while her husband was 
endeavoring to bring his mind to em- 
brace scepticism. While she was 
under conviction, he endeavored to 
persuade her to give up the subject 
and “enjoy life;” and through his 
influence she was ‘persuaded not to 
attend the inquiry meeting. She staid 
away ; but the Spirit of the Lord car- 
ried on the work, and while at home 
alone, she submitted her heart to God. 
His next effort was to prevent her uni- 


| ters in this region. 


May; 
* A Ys 
ting with the church. |, He tried every 


argument he was master of to prevent 


her from taking such a step, and, for a 
while, she ‘yielded. At length she 
publicly consecrated herself to the 
Lord. The husband refused to attend 
church, and seemed to be driven to 


frenzy. In about ten days afterwards 


he was brought, we trust, to, submit 
his: heart to God, and, at our next 


communion he came forward, and 
was baptized, and received b 


the 
church, and sat down: to the table of 
the Lord. with his companion. He 
now ascribes his. conversion, under 


God, to the decided course.his wife 


took in going forward and professing 
Christ. : Pes 


A 


A woman about thirty-three years 
old, the mother of a family, was added 
to the church by profession. Her 
husband has opposed her in taking 


‘| this -step. until lately. Their oldest 


daughter, a girl about fifteen years cld, 
has, within the last fortnight, expe- 
rienced religion. This seemed to melt 
down the hard heart of her father, and 


-he was entirely willing that his wife 


should unite with the church. Six 
months ago he was violently opposed 
to her making a profession of religion. 


CHURCHES iN TRUMBULL CO., OHIO, AND. 
THE VICINITY. =~ : 


There is a great scarcity of minis- 
m., There are eleven 
churches in this county belonging to 
Beaver Presbytery, and these churches 
are all vacant, and only afew. are par- 
tially supplied with the means of grace. 
Withia, the limits of Trumbull Pres- 


| bytery there are twenty other churches; 
mang: in all, thirty-one churches, 


with three settled ministers, and five. 
who labor as stated supplies. 


cd ’ ; 


“THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS LIKE. 
Me GEEVEN, ate 
It is now nearly three years since I 
commenced my labors among this peo- 
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ple, and at no time has there been such 


an interesting state of things among 


us. On taking a review of the past 
year in this church, ] am constrained 
to write, that it has been one of great 
mercy to this little church. Though 
we have not enjoyed an extensive re- 
vival of religion, still some difficulties 
have been removed, brotherly love 
prevails, and the Lord has been with 


‘us by the influences of the Holy Spi- 


rit, giving efficacy to his own truth. 
During the past year we have had 
four communion seasons, the two last 
of which were marked with more than 


usual solemnity and deep feeling. I 


think I can safely say, the cause of 
truth, is gradually making progress 
among us. The Sabbath is less 
openly violated; temperance princi- 
ples are gaining ground, and people 
generally are becoming more attentive 
to religious meetings. | 


» HOW TO TREAT FEEBLE CHURCHES. 


In the town of Nichols, Tioga Co., 
N. Y.., there had existed a little church 
of eight members, which had not for 
some time, been represented in Pres- 
bytery; and at their Fall Session, the 
Presbytery, on’ hearing the report of 
their supplies to that church, was 
about to give up any farther effort to 
sustain it. A large majority concur- 
red. But one minister dissented, say- 
ing, that a full experiment had not 
been tried—that the former supplies 
arrived there late on Saturday: eve- 
ning, and consequently, the people 
were not fully aware of meeting on 
the Sabbath; and such as did: know, 
eared not about the meeting, having 
never or seldom been visited by a min- 
ister of the Gospel. Hence, the cause 
of the little good done by the Presby- 
tery, was obvious. He recommended 


that one effort more be made, and that 


one minister: make the full supply, 
staying on the ground tillall the Sab- 
baths were accomplished: that the 
Presbytery proposed to supply that 
church. The question was asked, 
What minister would do that? The 
proposer replied, that if Presbytery 
would supply his ‘pulpit on the Sab- 
bath, in his. absence, the would go.— 
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this village. 


| leaven this place; here is your field, 


‘for the sake of thy church.” 


adapted to their peculiar state. 
| minister above alluded to, probably 


15 


This was assented to, and the appoint- 
ment made. ‘The minister arrived on 
Friday, made known his errand, and 
went into the meeting-house, (built by 
the world as an ornament to their vil- 
lage,) at the hour of his appointment; 


‘and found but one woman and her two 


little daughters, and she not a chris- 
tian. After waiting a little, some 15 
or 20 came in. At the close of the 
service, the preacher gave out his ap- 
pointments for the week. ‘‘ Monthly 
Concert to-morrow évening ; preach- 
ing Tuesday evening; prayer meeting 
Wednesday evening, &c.” These 
were new measures, not having had 
the monthly concert or weekly vrayer 
metting before, in this place. It 


awakened notice, and the meetings 


were fully attended. 


, On one occasion, the preacher ad- 
dressed the church, and spoke of the 
promises to prayer, saying, “If you are 
the people of God, you are the light of 
You are the leaven to 


and you. will cultivate it and souls 
will immediately be gathered in, and 
this church, which cannot now raise 
$25 to support the Gospel, will be en- 
larged and enriched so as to have a 
minister. among them to break unto 
them the bread of life. But if you 
are hypocrites, no good will be done 
in this effort.”, Some people of the 
world were present—and heard and 
reported the remark. They now said, 
“we shall know .one of two things, 
either these professors are hypocrites, 
or the Bible is not true.” With the 


little flock this was a trying moment. 


They went unto Israel’s God and said, 
“Thy glory is concerned in this affair. 
O do appear for thine own sake and 
The 
God of Jacob did appear, and gathered 
into the church about thirty converts, 
and called» a pastor from another 
church and settled him over them.— 
The church were also able, with a lit- 
tle aid from your Society, to sustain, 
him. sai ; 
Tiow many churches are suffered to 
go down for want of a fostering care 
e 


saved that little band from. complete 
disorganization, - 


F 
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Agencies anv Auriliary Societies. 


PHILADELPHIA AGENCY. 
FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT, 
- PRESENTED APRIL Ist, 1838. 


To the PartapeLpnta Agency for 
Home Missions, the events of the 
year which has just closed have been 
been made up of shadows and lights, 
trials and consolations, discourage- 
ments and success, So far as pecu- 
niary aid was concerned, they com- 
menced the labors of the year under dis- 

-couraging circumstances. The tide of 
prosperity, which for a series of years, 
had rolled in upon the nation, had ebb- 
ed away, and, in many instances, had 

‘borne with it, not merely the profits of 
previous years, but the capital also of 
many of the friends’ and patrons of 
the cause of Christ. © os 

With these disheartening prospects 
before them in regard to funds, they 
were under heavy responsibilities to 
the missionaries, and feeble and desti- 

- tute churches were looking to ‘them 
for aid in introducing and sustaining 


the ministrations of the Gospel among | 


them. And, notwithstanding the 
amount of our receipts have far ex- 
__ eeeded our expectations, and furnished 
decisive evidence of God’s benignant 
guardianship of our cause, the Com- 


mittee have been pained to learn that’ 


some of the devoted missionaries of 
the Society, from its inability to pay 
their drafts, have been subjected. to 
great privations and sufferings. 

- During the year, this Agency has 


“or _ suffered a deeply afflictive bereavement 
, in the death of the Rev. James Pat- 


* 
PUA 


kingdom and the salvation of men, 


furnished resistless evidence of the 
depth and fervor of his piety. But 


while ‘we mourn his removal from us, 
we bless God for the consoling belief, 
that freed from labor, suffering and 


sin, he is felicitously employed in the 


nobler services of the sanctuary above. 
We might speak of ‘other trials, 
which have come upon us from a quar- 


_ terson. ‘The interest which he took 
in the extension of the Redeemer’s | 


| 


po 


ter from which we ought to have re~ 
ceived sympathy and encouragement, 
‘But we would rather forget them, or 
call them to mind only as furnishing 
a fit occasion for the exercise of that 
“charity” which suffereth long and is 
kind—is not easily provoked,” and 
constitutes the very element of Chris- 
tian forgiveness. - ' 

But while we would submissively 
bow beneath the frowns of a righteous 
Providetice, it is not less our duty to 
make mention of ‘‘the loving kindness 
of the Lord.” He has indeed tried 
our faith, submission and perseverance ; 
and he has also signally owned and 
blessed our labors. . ! 

The reverses in business, and pecu- 
niary distress, have tested the reality 
and strength of the attachment of the 
Lord’s people to his cause. Appeals 
to their benevolence and willingness 
to deny themselves for Christ’s sake, 
have not been made in vain. Many 
of them have made their contributions 
to the cause with a cheerfulness and 
liberality which have done honor to 
their Christian ‘profession. New 
friends and patrons to it, have like- 
wise been raised up in places from 
which we looked not for them. 


Collections. 


Owing to providential causes, the 
contributions from several churches 
within our bounds have been delayed 
beyond the usual time, so that they 
could not be included in the receipts 
of the year just closed. But notwith- 
standing this failure, the sum of 
$8349: 93, has been paid into the trea- 
sury, exceeding that of the previous 
year, $1448 52.* - The Committee 
are also happy to state, that the con- 
tributions from the churches in Phila- 
delphia have nearly doubled in’ four 
years, and from the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, during that period, they have 


{ 


* Pledges have also been given, which 
are to be redeemed in’ the progress of the 


|| ensuing season to the amount of $1200 more, 


making the aggregate secured to the Society 
during the year more than $9500, 


- 


3838. 


increased more than a hundred per 
cent. .. = . 


- Missionaries. 


On this field, during the year, thirty 
Missionaries have been employed in 
discharging the sacred duties of their 
office as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. 

With lively emotions of joy and fer- 
vent gratitude to God, the Committee 
would state, that notwithstanding the 
pecupiary embarrassment, they have 

een able, with very few exceptions, 
to honor the drafts of the missionaries 
when presented for ‘payment; and 
after defraying all the other expenses 
of the agency, to pay into the treasury 


in New-York between one and two. 


thousand dollars toward enabling the 
Society to meet its heavy responsibi- 
lities, and relieve its suffering Mis- 
sionaries in the far West. For what 
we have been able, by the blessing of 
God, to accomplish for his honor, and 
the supply of the destitute with the 
means of salvation, let his name have 
all the glory. | 


Revivals. 


Especially would we record his 
goodness in setting the seal of his ap- 


probation to the labors.of the mission- 


aries. The attendance upon their 
preaching has uniformly been such as 
to inspire the hope of usefulness ; and 
the cause of Sabbath schools and tem- 
perance has steadily advanced under 
their labors. Most of the churches, 
which have not been visited with spe- 
cial seasons of refreshing, have en- 
joyed the gentle distillations of divine 
influence, and received considerable 
accessions. _ 
The churches which have been most 


signalized by the work of the Holy] 


Spirit, are Marple, Carbondale, the 
Western, Twelfth and. Thirteenth’ 
Presbyterian churches of Philadel- 
phia, and the churches of Fairmount 
and Lower Providence. In the two 
ehurches last named, and especially in 
that at Fairmount, God has made sig- 
nal displays of the riches, sovereignty 
and power of his grace in the conver- 
sion of sinners. Some who, to human 
appearance, were farthest from right- 
VOL. XI. 
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eousness, and least likely to embrace 
the purifying and ennobling hopes of 
the Gospel, in the judgment of charity 
have been brought nigh -to God, 
and entered upon a course of holy 
obedience. Habitual neglecters of 
the day and worship of God, now re- 
verence the Sabbath, and attend the 
services of the sanctuary with punc- 
tuality and cheerfulness.. New famil 

altars have been set up in many habi- 
tations, in which God was before ac- 
knowledged by no social act ; and lips 
before accustomed to the language of 


profaneness, are now employed in 


prayer and praise. — | 

These seasons of gracious ingather- 
ing have already resulted in an addi- 
tion of forty-one to the communion of 
the Western, and forty-two to the 
Thirteenth Presbyterian churches of 
Philadelphia. At the last sacramen- 
tal season, forty were added to the 
church in Carbondale. During the 
year, sixty have been added to the 


Twelfth Presbyterian church in Phi-' 


ladelphia, and to the churches of 
Fairmount. and Lower’ Providence, 
each, between eighty and ninety. To 
the churches. on this field, aided by 
us, the additions during the year can- 
not be less. than four hundred, and the 


number of supposed conversions in — 


them, it is believed, amount to nearly, 
if not quite five hundred. - ae 
Who, with limited understanding, 
and a heart but partially sanctified, 
can duly estimate these results of the 
labors of the year!: Who can calcu- 
late the extent of their influence in 
promoting the glory of God and the 
salvation of men! It may, and we 
doubt not it will, widen and extend 


through successive generations, and 


result in planting large colonies of re- 
deemed sinners in heaven. yt (ee 


The work before us. 


While the Committee record the 
signal blessing of the Lord upon the 
labors of the year, they would not be 
unmindful, that both themselves and 
the churches by whose liberality they 
have been aided, have but just com- 
menced the work demanded at their 
hands. Within the bounds of. this 
agency, fields of dreariness and deso- 


18 


lation claim their notice, which, under | 


the:culture of divine ordinances, might 


be made to bud and blossom as’ the 


rose. And were they all supplied 
with spiritual husbandmen, our work 
would not be done. Our aims and 
efforts should be limited by no sec- 
tional, state, or territorial bounda- 
ries. We are connected with a great 
NATIONAL INSTITUTION, which, with kin- 
dred organizations, aims to supply the 
nation with a competent, evangelical, 
and faithful ministry, and all those 
benign influences which invariably 
attend it.. Much, indeed, toward the 
attainment of this momentous object, 
by the blessing of God, has already been 
accomplished. But “there remaineth 
yet very much land to be possessed.” 
On the eastern slope of the United 
States, large sections are but partially 
supplied with the means of grace, 
while others.present a scene of total 
destitution. West of the Alleghanies 
is a territory equal in extent to all 
Europe, unrivalled in the fertility of 
its soil and commercial advantages, 
_ whose population is increasing with 
unprecedented rapidity. In a few 
years its five millions of inhabitants 
will be augmented to fifty millions, 
having at their disposal the destinies 
‘of this nation, and wielding an im- 
measurable influence upon the liber- 
ties of the world. All of them, too, 
are: to enjoy the everlasting bliss: of 
the life above, or suffer the endless 
agonies of the death beneath, accord- 
_ ing to the character which they shall 

form during their period of probation, 
and exert a prodigious. influence in re- 
tarding or speeding the flight of the 


“ angel, having the everlasting Gos-. 


pel to preach to them that dwell. on 
the earth.” Efforts far in advance of 
any which have hitherto been made 
are demanded, in order to meet the 
wants of the present and prospective 
population of our country, and save 
them from the miseries cf spiritual 
famine. 


“Why,” then, ‘ should the work 
cease,” or those engaged in it make 
their past, the measure of their future 
efforts ?/ Increased action is called 

for, and the blessing of God upon the 
labors of the past year, encourage us 
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May, 


to make it with enlarged expectations 


of success. 


Shall the work cease, or even be 
retarded, because the channels of com- 
merce are obstructed, the profits of in- 
dustry diminished, and the community 
generally feel the pressure of pecu- 
niary embarrassment? Surely those 
redeemed by the blood of the Son of 
God, and sustained by the immortal 
hopes of the Gospel, will not deem 
these sufficient grounds for withhold- 
ing their contributions. Gratitude to 
him for his illimitable love in dying 
for their redemption, and henevolence 
to those who are perishing without 
the Gospel, should influence them to 
retrench their expenses, that they may 
increase their donations to this cause. 
Dry seasons are most favorable for 
sinking unfailing wells; and, we doubt 
not, times of difficulty and embarrass- 
ment are for reaching the deep springs 
of Christian benevolence. Who can 
doubt that the success of the last year, 
under God, is mainly attributable to 
the fact, that the offerings of his peo- 
ple have been connected with more 
self-denial and prayer than those of 
previous years ? 


“ God moves in a mysterious way, ~ 
His wonders to perform,” 


And may have arrested the tide of 
worldly prosperity in order to try the 
strength of his people’s love, and give 
them an opportunity to become more 


conformed to the example of their 


Redeemer, ‘‘ who, though he was 
rich, for their sakes became poor, that 
they through his poverty might be 
rich.” . 


> Efforts to evangelize our own coun- 
try, likewise, directly and powerfully 


‘tend to spread the Gospel in pagan 


countries, and to hasten the conversion 


of the world. Every church planted 
at home, and properly instructed and 
trained, will become a nursery for the 


foreign field) The claims of home, 
and kindred artd country—of millions in 
this nation destitute of God’s appoint- 
ed means for saving men, and of six: 
hundred millions in other lands, urge 
us to close the labors of the year, only 


|| to engage in those before us with more 


* 


‘= 
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Tet 


singleness of purpose and untiring || 

zeal. 

By order of the Ex. Committee, 
GIDEON N. JUDD, Secretary. 


_LUTHERAN BRANCH 
OF THE A. H. M. Ss. 
Number of Missionaries the past year, 4; 


The missionary operations of this 
branch of the church, have been very 
much limited by the fact that all the 
young men whom we have hitherto 
been able to furnish, have very readily 
found regularly organized, destitute, 
pastoral stations, willing, to support 
them without missionary aid. We 
have, therefore, sent regular mission- 
aries only into a few important places 


of whom 3 are in Pennsylvania, and 1 in | where aid was required, 


Maryland. 


Appoiniments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. mM. S., from March 15th to 
; April Lith, 1838, 


Re-appointed. 


Rev. Richard Dunning, Middleport, N. Y. 

Rev. Samuel Scott, Reading, N. ¥. 

Rey. E. Kingsbury, Danville, Ill. 

Rev. W. W. Woods, Putnamville, Ind. 

Rev. D. Waterbury, Delhi, N. ¥. 

Rev. Samuel Harlow, Washington Hollow, N.Y. 
Rev. C. M. Seaton, Mooers, N. Y. 

Rev. Ralph E. Tedford, Columbus, Tenn. 


Rev. J. H. Smaltz, Trenton, N, 3 


Rev. G. G. Porter, Clinton, Ind. 


Rev. Moody Chase, Danville, Ind. ~ 

| Rev. Robert Laird, Pleasant Valley West, N. ee 
Rev. B. B. Judson, ‘Ruggles, Ohio. _ 

| Rev. John Keyes, Newburgh, Ohio: 

‘Rev. E. H. Hazard, Lynchen, Ilinois. 

Rev. Milton Kimball, Augusta, Illinois. 

| Rev. J. J. Dana, Blissfield, Michigan. : 7 


Rev. Jeremiah Woodruff, Chenango Forks, N. Y. || Rev.G. C, Wood, Paris, Mo. 


Rev. E. J. Chapman, Ist Ch., Sullivan, N.Y. 
Rev. H. Dyer, Preston, N. ¥. 

Rev. S. Howe, Ridgeville, N.Y. 

Rey. N. Patterson, Christiana, Del. 

Rev. J. J. Graff, West Chester, Pa. 

Rey. 8. Haight, Columbus, N. J. 


Not in comisnission ay year. 


Rev. Robert E. Wilson, Hammondsport, N. ¥ 3 
Rev. Asa Johnson, Peru, Indiana. . - 
| Rev. Z. K. Hawley, to go to Llinoie. 


: é 
ott 
cd 


The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following SUMS, 5, from March 15th to April 15th, 1838. 


MAINE— 


Winslow, Hon. T. Rice, $5 Go| 
MASSACHUSETTS— 
Amherst College, Rev. H. Humphrey, ~~ 
D. D., 20; Prof. J.B. Condit, 10, - 30 00 


Barre, Sab. Sch. Class, by Mrs. Moore, 5 00 
Boston, legacy of the late Joseph Field, 
by J. Field, Execntor, 300 00 
Edgarton, Miss C. Coffin, ~ 1 00 
Fladley, Ladies’ Sew. Soc.,* Miss D.P. 
- Dickinson, Tr., to const. Mrs. Sophia 
Goodhue and Miss Lueretia Lyman 
Life Members, 80; Deac. Wm. Dickin- 
son, to const. Miss Harriet N. Dickin- 
son a L. M., 50; Miss D. Williams, 10, 140 00 
Hampshire Miss. Soc. of which 30is from 
the Y. M.D. M.S. of South Hadley, to 
const. Stephen White a L. M., 
RHODE ISLAND— 
Providence, Benev. Cong. Sab. ‘School, 
by S. S. Wardwell, 30 00 
CONNECTICUT-- 
Greenwich, 2d Ch.and Cong. by E. Husted, 103 58 
Guilford, Ladies Sew. Soc., Miss D. 8 


300 00 


Dutton, de rete. 17 61 
Middletown, H . 8. Ward, 10; Friend, 5; 
do. 2, aa? 17 00 


*In the acknowledgment of receipts, May, 
1837, $98 from Amherst, should have been acknow- 
ledg od as from thie Soctety. 


Sharouk: P. Abels, ¥: Harriet ae I; 
Mrs. T. Beecher, 2 50; R. Boland, 2; 
’ Sarah Boland, 0,50; G. B. Bates, 0 50; ; 
B. Bates, 0 50; E. Benedict, I; J. S. 
Canfield, T; Mrs. c. Chapman, 1; J. 
Chamberlain, 1; Betsey Chase, 0 50; 
J. A. Elliot and family, 7; Mr. Grosve- 
nor, 3; Mrs. Grosvenor, 2; David  — ’ 
Gould, 30; H. Gay, 1; Mary Gould, yt oe Sa 
M. B. Gay,0 50; H. Goodwin, 0 50; D. 
Garnsey, 0 50; H. Hotchkiss, 0 50; A. 
~ A; -Hotchiiss, 2; G. King, 2s ry Cc. 
King, 0 50; J. Lyman, 050: Ls He os 
Merchant, 3; J. Lord, 1; Betsey Lake, _ 
‘0 50; M. Ockrow, 0 50; Mrs. Pardee, 
0 50; A. Pratt, 0°50; B. Pratt, 0 505 P 
Mr. Potter, 0 26; P. Reed, 0 50; A. 
Reed, 2; E. Reed, 0 50; A Rowley, 
13; 5 ©. Smith, 5; W. M. Smith, 5: 
C.M. Smith, 1; R. Smith,'1; P. Smith, rd 
B. Sears, 1; Mrs. Swan, 1; Mrs. Sedg- 
wick, 1; C. Sears, 1; J. Seurs, 1; Mre. 
Treadway, 0 50; C. Vani Dusen, 1s G. 
Van Dusen, 025; "A. Weed,1;B. Weed, 
050; H. Weed, 7) 50; D. 3. Woodruff, | 


0 25, : Se veal 101 26 
Simsbury, in part df leg of te-late’ 
Thames Wilcox, by B. ly rand A. Wil . 


goxy Executors, &  32F-00 


20 


NEW-YORK-- 
Big Hollow, Pr. Ch. Coll., 
pein Ist Ch., in part by T. F. Rich- 
‘ ards, ame 
Butternutts Ch., in part to const. Rev. 
‘Calvin Waterbury a L. D., ‘ 
Cattskill, C. Austin, 
Evans’ Mills, by Rev. R. Pettibone, 
Greene County, Grand Jury, 
Hunter, Friend, 10; W. W. Edwards, 10; 
M.A. Purdy, 2 50; H. H. Chittenden, 
“1; J. Douglass, 1; Pr. Ch. Coll., 2 25, 
Lexington Fem. Benev. ‘Soc., to const. 
___Mrs. Theophilus Peck a L. M,; 2 : 
Movers, Cong. Ch., by Rev. 8S. M. Seaton, 
New-York City, viz: ; 
Bleecker st, Ch., Fem. Assoc. by Mrs. A. 
Smith, Tr., 132; J. B. Murray, 20; C. 
Starr, 5; Mon.Con. Coll., 10 02, 167 02 
Mercer st. Ch., Rev. T.-H. Skinner, D. D., 
pu Littlefield, 10; Mon. Con. Coll., 
5, 
Murray st. Oh., Sab. Sch. Assoc., by W. 
Forgus, Tr., 250; deduct balance of 
appropriation to Rev. F, Fitch, he hav- 


11 66 
718 43 


48 00 
10 00 
25 00 

2.63 


26 75 


18 40 


73-75 


ing left thefield, 225 00. 


Osbornville, N. Y,, G. Robertson, 
Richfield, N. Y., Ch.to const. Rey. Daniel 
Van Valkenburgh a‘L. M., 1 
Sheldon, N-Y., Ch., by Rev. W. Child, 
Theresa, N. Y., by Rev. R. Pettibone, — 
VIRGINIA— ae 
Draper’s Valley, Rev. G. Painter, 10, In- 
dividuals, 9, . 
OHIO— 
Amherst Ch., by Rev. J. Eells, 
- Milan Ch., by Rev. B. B. Judson, 
‘Westfield and: Harrisonville Ch.,3 50; 
Rev. A. Boutelle,6 50, 
ILLINOIS— ; ~ 
Rockwell, Ralph Ware, by Rev. N. Gould, 25 00 
MICHIGAN— ~ . 
Hudson, Cong. by Rev. D. Pratt, . 15 00 
LOWER CANADA— — 
Melbourne Ch., by Rev. A. O. Hubbard, 


; F $2112 84 
KNOWLES TAYLOR, Treasurer. 


3 00 


Rev. Gideon N. Judd acknowledges the receipt of 


the following sums from the field of the Phila- 


delphia ~ cy, from March 15th to April 15th, 
1838. pe. ha aiees : : 
NEW-JERSEY— | x 


Bloomfield Miss. Soc. of the Fem. Semi- 
i nary, by Miss:'M. E. Judd, Tr., to const, 
Robert L. Cook a L. M., 
Caldwell, Pr, Ch. Coll., 
North Hardiston, Pr. Ch. Coll. 50; Rev. 


30 00 
28 00 


E. R. Fairchild, to const. Elias A. Fair- 

child a L: M., 30, 80 00 
Paterson, Pr. Ch., in part by O. Pollard, 60.00 
Westfield, PrCh., by Rev. J. M. Huntting, 34 50 


PENNSYLVANIA—. 
Carlisle. Pr. Ch. Fem. Sew. Soc. to const. 5 . 
i 0 


Mrs. Elizabeth Sprole a L. M.,” 
Center Co., Friend of Missions, 50 00 
Cumberland Co., Miss Ruthven, 5; 8. 
Irwin, 5, RAN 10.00 
“Marple, Pr. Ch.to const.Rev. John M. | 
Bear a L. M., 30 00 
Philadelphia, viz : 
First Cong. Ch., Ladies’ Miss. Soe., 150 00 
\ First Pr. Ch., Gent. in full, 1288. 50 


_. «Third Pr. Oh., Fem. Sew. Soc., to const. 
Rev. E.S. Ely and Rey. Thomas Brain- 


Fifth PrQh. Mon. Con. Coll., 64; Sub., . 


Tenth Pr: Oh., W. E. Tenbrooke, 25; — 
Tenbrooke, 26, ~ 50 00 


30°00. 


a 
ard Life Members, ° 60 00. 
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Fairmount Pr. Ch. Mon. Con. Coll., 


B50 

' Franklin st. Pr. Ch. Mon. Con. Coll. 25 00 
Southwark First Pr. Ch., ; 75 00 
Western Pr. Oh., 25 00 
Unknown Friend, 10 00. 
$2146 10 


Receipts of the Western Agency, at Geneva, N. Y. 
| from February 12th to March 12th, 1838. 


Addison, to const. Rev. D. B. Butts a L. M., 30 00 


Buffalo, 8. G. Austin, L. D., 100 00 
Candor, 23 86 
Castile, 10 00 
|| Eden, by Rev. Mr. Sessions, 8 75 
Erwin’s Corner, 11 00: 
Geneva, H. H. Seelye, 145 00 
Hornby, 8 00 
Middleport, 1.00 
Millport, 10 00 
Moravia, 43 00 
Mount Morris, 66 00 
Newfield, 31 16 
Ogden, C. Church, in full to sustain a Mis- 
sionary, ' 50 00 
Prattsburgh, Judge Porter, 5 00 
Skeneateles, - 42) 50 
Union Corners, Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 10; 
Thanksgiving Coll., 24; S. Hall, 5, 39 00 
. Vienna, 20 00 
Waverly Fem. Benev. Soc., 9 00 
$683 27 


Receipts of the Central Agency at Utica, N. Y. 
from February 27th to April 1st, 1838. 


Biughamton, 42 50 
Chenango Forks, eratt o#hQ) 20 
Clinton, by S. Parmele, 30 80; Society of 
_ Christian Research, 10, 40 80 
Cortlandville, 11 19 
Coventryville, 12 63 
Guilford,in part to const. Rev. 8. G. Put- 
nam, L. D., 18 84 


Hamilton, 25; do. by Deacon Tompkins, 10, 35 00 
Homer, by Dr. Bradford, 66 00 
Madison, Cong., 22 72;:\Mon. Con. Coll. 

- 12 28, to const.’ Rev. Merritt S. Platta . 


he M., 35 00 
Marathon, by Rev. P.R. Kinne, 22, 92 
Munnsville, 3 00 
Norwich, Coug., 11 04; T. Evans, 5;— 

French, 0 50, 16 54 
Paris Hill, 8 76 
Preston, Cong. 25; Rev. H. Dyer, 25, 50 00 
Ridgeville; 25 00 
Sherburn, | 40 53 
Smyrna, 17 53 
Springfield, in full to const. Rev. R. M. Da- 

vis a L. M., ; 5 00- 
Utica, First Ch., ~ 47 00 


Virgil, by Rev. S. Chafee, 
West Coventry, Clark Smith, L. M., in part, 


5; G. D. Phillips, L. M. in full, 18; 
Presb. Soc., 29 50, ‘52 50 
Westmoreland, 16 00 
- ie : $609 99 


a 


E. P. Hastings, Esq. Detroit, Mich., acknow- 
ledges the receipt of the following sums. 


Ann Avbor, H. H. Griffin, 3 00 
Detroit, E. P. Hastings, 100 00 
Munroe First Pr. Ch., by N. R. Haskell, 48 73 
Raisin, _ do. 5 00 
Tecumseh, do. — 14 50 
Cash, |, 20 00 

$191 23 


"7 


AMERICAN PASTOR’S JOURNAL, | 
Pes % > OR, a 


SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN, 


THE END OF THE SCORNFUL. 


“ Now the Lord saith, Them that 
henor me, I will honor, and they 
that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed.” 


Ir is by no means the opinion of the 
writer of this article for the Pastor’s 
Journal, that the character can be 
always ascertained from the dispensa- 
tions of Divine Providence. towards 
men in this life. The wicked may be 
in great prosperity, and spread them- 
selves like the green bay tree, while 
the friend of God may have great 
trials, and be chased out of the world 
by heart-rending afflictions. But 
there are some sins upon which God 
seems to set a mark of disgrace in this 
life. Itis believed the sins of the sons 
of Eli were such. They publicly dis- 
graced the institutions of God’s ap- 
pointment. They desecrated God’s 
altar. So it is thought that the sin of 
trifling in the sanctuary, of going up 
to God’s house, and in his own pre- 
sence coniemning him, making light 
of his word, scoffing at his people, 
showing a reckless disregard of all in- 
vitations and warmings there—doing 
this in a public manner—is such a sin 
as God often marks with a broad seal 


of disgrace in this world. After a 


series of observation for years, the 
writer can say thathe hasnever known 
an individual maintain a character 
for respectability in the community, 
even among his own associates, who 
was a trifler inthe house of God. He 
has known a few of this character 
come to themselves, bewail this. great 
sin, and warn others against it, and 
rise to bright ornaments in society. 


dies of eighteen and twenty. 


But where this change has not come 
upon them, from families of respecta- 
bility they have sunk among the very 
dregs of society. | 

In my native place there were four 
young men of the generation in ad- 
vance of me, who rendered themselves 
notorious for their Jevity on the Sab- 
bath. They seemed to take delight 
in torturing the feelings of the chil- 
dren of God, and especially of the 
aged and venerable minister; they 
would go to the very limits of expo- 
sing themselves to prosecution as dis- 
turbers, and yet would adroitly shield 
themselves. Two of them were sons 
of one man, who had, a few years be- 
fore my recollection, withdrawn his 
support in defraying the expemnay a 
divine institutions, and was yery 
rarely seen in the house of God. He 


was quite eloquent in declaiming 


against the distinguishing doc: ines of 
the Gospel, talked much about priest- 
craft and hypocrisy, and his»zeal on 


state legislature. The countenances, 
the elegant dresses—for no young men 
in the town wore so good cloth—the 
dangling watch seals, and, more than 
7 ae . 
all, their conduct, vividly impressed 
my imagination; and though more 
than thirty-five years have passed over. 
me ences years of care, and toil, and 
change, effacing thousands of other 
impressions—faithful memory retains 
deep-drawn lines respecting those dan- 


young men in the place had so fair 
worldly prospects, and none carried 
their headsso high. They were quite 


a 
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constant at-meeting, always inatten- 
tive to the instructions there, and 
always ready to engage in any diver- 
sion manifesting irreverence for the 


sanctuary, and the worship of God.) 


They were early left fatherless. A 
series of litigations followed between 
the brothers respecting the settlement 


of the paternal estate, which encum-| 


bered their property. But they lived 
in high life, were fond of parties of 
pleasure, and kept up the reputation of 
being rich. One soon found a drunk- 
ard’s grave, while the other lives a 
miserable outcast.. His wife has 
known sorrow; his children are pro- 
vided for at the public expense. Verily 
there is a meaning in ‘the declaration, 
‘Them that honor me I will honor, 
and they that despise me shall be 
lightly esteemed.” ’ | 


Another young man was the son of; 


a. professor of religion, but his children 
made themselves vile, and he restrain- 
ed them not. Instead of taking this 
youth into the pew with him in the 
sanctuary, he was permitted to find his 
own seat among the company of his 
choice. He was unusually sprightly 
and humorous, was the life of the cir- 
cle around him. At the age of about 


sixteen he associatéd with those who' 


made light of the worship of the sanc- 
tuary and all its solemnities.. He was 
among the foremost of those who 
sought some diversion in the house of 
God.. Any duties of the Sabbath 
were dull to him, if not commingled 
with some silly actions or foolish an- 
ecdotes. .There was a marked indif- 
ference to every propriety of conduct, 
and decency of deportment, in the 
house of God. He would stretch hiin- 
self at full length on the seat, or use. 
his knife, or read some fragment of a 
newspaper, or what was more common 


still, be engaged in committing some | 


impositions upon his associates. All 
this passed, in his own estimation, for 
a manly freedom from vulgar super- 
stition. At the age of twenty-four he 
had a troublesome marriage, and this 
terminated his attendance at the sanc- 
tuary. He was a heedless, improvi- 
dent creature, uncomfortable in his 
family, anda disgrace to himself. By 
various cruel contrivances he wrested 
from his father his hard-earned inhe- 
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ritance, who, at an advanced age, saw 
his homestead sold to pay the debts of 
a dissipated son. The young man 
abandoned his family, and some few 
years after was seen by an acquain- 
tance who landed at one of the south- 
ern Cities, ina state of abject and hag- 
gard poverty. He probably fell into 
the diteh, or died in some almshouse. 
The fourth was the son of a widow 
who leaned on his arm as her only 
earthly prop. He was almost all that 
a mother could desire in a son, until 
he was about doubling those dangerous 
capes that lie somewhere in the !ati- 
tude of eighteen. In turning that pe- 
rilous point, from youth, to manhood, 
he fell into the company of those who 
break the ®abbath in the sanctuary. 
He soon went all lengths with them. 
He suddenly became a man of great 
consequence in his own estimation, 
talked loud and earnestly about super- 
stition, and railed most, and laughed 
loudest, about church members and 
ministers. He was of a speculative 
turn of mind, and looked for inconsis- 
tencies in sermons, and: cavilled at 
the distinguishing doctrines, and plain- 
est duties of the Gospel. He be- 
came a self-conceited sceptic, laughed 
at piety as weakness, and seemed to 
take special pains to show off these 
characteristics in the house of God'on 
the Sabbath. Two or three winters 
this son taught school, still making’ 
-his home with his mother. It was not 
till after he was employed more than 
one winter as a school-teacher, that he 
ever tortured his mother’s heart by 
broaching his sentiments in her hear- 
ing. His mother remonstrated, rea- 
soned, wept, prayed; but leviathan 
was not so tamed. After hearing a . 
sermon on behaviour in the house of 
God, in which he considered the mi- 
nister as having made a personal 
attack on him, he left the sanctuary. 
From his father he had inherited a — 
small; but valuable farm, and every 
thing carried the appearance of thrift 
about him; byt at about the age of 
thirty, his mother was taken from the 
evil to come. While she lived, there 
went up to heaven sweet incense from 
that habitation, and blessings seemed 
to be conferred for her sake. After 
her death the channel of intercourse 
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was cut off. There soon commenced 
with him aseries of losses. His crops 
failed, his stock died, one for whom 
he had underwritten was unsuccessful 
in business, and he had to raise a sum 
of money at a sacrifice, and he was 
very unexpectedly sued on some of his 
notes. Some iroubles of this kind mul- 
tiplied upon him, and what was more 
ominous of evil still, he spent much 
of his time in a remote corner of the 
town, where a nine-pin alley attracted 
kindred spirits. His patrimony soon 
passed into other hands, and he is one 
of earth’s pitiable objects. 

I verily believe that there is a God 
who judgeth in the earth, and they 
who honor him he will honor, and 
they who despise him shall be lightly 
esteemed. When I see a young man 
showing a marked irreverence in the 
sanctuary, despising all the solemni- 
ties of the Sabbath, and delighting to 
distress the hearts of God’s children, I 
tremble for his welfare, even in this 
world.. God does not often prosper 
such. The Sabbath isasign between 
him and his people.. | plead with 
young men, for their own sake, for 
their respectability, trifle not with sa- 
cred things, especially in the very gate 
of heaven. 
God’s house with respect. If any 
reader of these facts has heretofore 
been associated with those who exhi- 
bit levity and airs of heedlessness 
about sacred things, break away at 
once from their disgraceful society, 
and seek other associates. Your re- 
putation will be gone before you are 
aware, if you sit in the seat of the 
scornful. \ 


THREE IN ONE FAITH— 


Delusion, perhaps I ought to say— 
for the three of whom I write were 
agreed in believing there is no punish- 
ment after death. They received not 
the love of the truth that they might 
be: saved ; and therefore, 1 suppose, 
God sent them strong delusion that 
they should believe a lie. One of this 
number is now living, holding fast 
deceit. The other two have recently 
gone into that world where is no 


want of faith. If they are in heaven 
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they know the simple truth, for there | 


is no one that loveth, or maketh a lie. 


If they are in hell, they feel one truth, 
and none will attempt to deceive 
them there, for even the devils believe 
and tremble. As these two lay in 
their last sickness, and contemplated 
their speedy appearing before God, 
their faith was shaken. Mr. T. said 
to his wife, ‘‘ Universalism will do to 
live by, but it wont do to die by.” Mr. 
S. said to a pious neighbor, whose 
counsels and warnings he had long 
slighted,—‘“‘I have believed, you know, 
that there isno hell; but now I know 


| there is, for it is already kindled with- 


inme. Such are my feelings that it 
seems as if it would be a relief if I 
could be delivered from this state of 
mind and laid upon burning coals !” 
When his wife asked him if he wished 


| her to settle down in Universalism, he 


warned her against it by all that was 
bitter in his own cup. He sent messages 
to his old companions, who with him 
had broken the Sabbath, neglected the 
sanctuary, despised religion, and court- 
ed fatal error,—to them he sent mes- 
sages full of warning and entreaty 
that they would flee from the wrath to 
come. Such were his feelings and 
such his expressions for several days 
before his death, that his old associates 
could not bear to visit him. And so 
much were they troubled by these 
things after his death, that, but one of 
them came to his funeral. They will 
not soon forget that death. May 
they remember the warnings which 
their friend gave in an honest hour, 
and may those prove to be words 
spoken in due season. . 
But the living friend, to whom I re- 
fer, yet lives as though all were well. 
He reads all the books and papers he 
ean get on his favorite doctrine. He 
eareiully avoids all evangelical Chris- 
tians, and is never seen in the sanctu- 
ary of God. When ministers call at 
his house, he is generally absent. 
Once, however, I found him. An at- 
tempt was made to convince him of 
his great error and bring him to the 
foot ‘of the cross. His argument soon 
failed ‘and he was in great confusion. 
Our conversation closed, prayer was 
offered and we parted. Being morti- 


fied that he had made no. better de- 


w Py 


an ‘ 
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oe 

fence before his family, he said to 
them after we left—“I was unpre- 
pared.” : 


Reader, what do you think of that| 


man who has cherished his present 
belief longer than he has owned his 
farm, and yet is ‘‘ unprepared” to de- 
fend it? Suppose we had called in 
question the title he had to his farm, 
would he have been unprepared ? 
And how, I askin the name of reason 
and prudence, can he or any one re- 
main easy with their supposed title to 
heaven, when they are unprepared to 
defend it from the Bible, and thousands 
areall the time calling their title in ques- 
tion? . Would aman rest easy with a 


deed which his neighbors and friends | 


called in question, when he might ob- 
tain one about which there would be 
no doubt ? 
-. How can any one rest easy in a 
system which so often fails when it is 
most needed? How often in a dying 
hour do Universalists experience 
dreadful forbodings of judgment and 
fiery indignation which will. de- 
vour the adversaries! The religion 
which they despise, never leads to 


such an end. “‘ Mark the perfect man, | 


and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace.” | 

How can any one rest easy in a 
system so counter to the whole tenor 
- of the Bible? The patriarchs as they 
went from place to place, first reared 
their altars for the worship of God. 
But is it not true of Universalists that 
_ they cast off fear and. restrain 
prayer? David regarded the public 
worship of God a great privilege. His 
language is—“‘ When shall I go and 
appear before God?” Are the men 
of whom I speak very anxious to keep 
the Sabbath-day holy, and be found in 
the sanctuary? Again, David said,— 
Rivers of waters run down my eyes 
because they keep not thy law.” Is 
sin such a grief to Universalists ? 
But the Psalmist was a man after 
God’s own heart; after whose heart 
must these men be ? * 

Reader, if you are impenitent, I beg 
you not to be indifferent.about your 
salvation through the vain hope that 
all will be wel. Jf the Lord be God, 


serve him. Be reconciled to him.| 
and every|| 


Denying ungodliness 
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worldly lust, live soberly, righteous- 
ly and godly in the present world. 
Take up your cross daily—in your 
closet, in your family, and before the 
world—and follow after Christ. Let 
not the fear of man keep you back. 
Fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul ; but 
rather fear him which is able to de- 
stroy both soul and body in hell—in 
hell where the worm. dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. What I fear 
with regard to you is, that you will 
stand at the bar of God “‘ UNPREPARED.” 


i 
% 


REMINISCENCES OF A PASTOR. 


Miss E. S. lived in this place many 
years “ without God in the world.” 
She had scarcely ever attended public 
worship, or thought of the salvation of — 
her soul. T'woor three years ago she 
spent some mofths as a servant in the 
house of President L., in one of the 
New-England states. By the blessing 
of God on the instructions she there 
received, she was deeply convicted of 
sin, and in this state of mind she re- 
turned to this place. She had come 
to the sanctuary several Sabbaths, and 
sometimes in the most inclement. wea~ 
ther, before I particularly observed 
her. On ascertaining where her father 
lived, I called one day at the: hause, 
which was about three miles distant. 
By this time she was rejoicing im the 
mercy of God, and I have seldom seen 
an individual who gave more decisive 
evidence of having passed from death 
to life. ‘After her return, she had, with 
much entreaty, prevailed upon her sis- 
ter, who was younger, to accompany 
her to meeting., This sister, who had 
before been as careless as herself, had 
then become thoughtful, and during 
my conversation at the house, she 
seemed to be seized with deep con- 
viction. She now indulges a hope in 
the Saviour; and both of these indi- 
viduals arenow “living epistles, known 
and read,” not only in their own family, 
but also in the neighborhood.. The 
mother, who had not attended: public 
worship for sixteen years, is now at 
meeting every Sabbath, and the appear- 
ance ef the whole family is changed. 
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The AMERICAN Home Missionary 
Society held its twelfth anniversary 
in, the Tabernacle, New-York, on 
Wednesday evening, May 9th, 1838. 
The President, Henry Dwinr, Kisq., 
took the chair, and the meeting was 
opened with prayer by Rev. Baxter 
Dickinson, of Lane Seminary. 

The President addressed the Soci- 
ety on the occasion of taking the chair 
for the first time. 

The Treasurer’s. Report was: read 


by Mr. Knowles ‘Taylor, Treasurer of 


the Society. 

An abstract ‘of the Twelfth Annual 
Report was read by Rev. Milton 
Badger, one of the Radel Sh cee 

The following resolutions were 
adopted : 

J. On motion’ of Rev. Flavel Bas- 


com, of Tazewell Co., Illinois, se-|| 


conded by Rev. P. C. Hay, of Geneva; 


Ne 


nae That the Reports 1 now read, be 
adopted and printed under the direction of 


the Exeputive Committee. 


2, On motion...of boi William 
Adams, of New-York, seconded by 
Rev. G. N. Judd, of Philadelphia, 
Associate Secretary of the Society, 

Resolved, That thanks are due to the 
Head of the Church, for sustaining this 
Society in the times of darkness: and trial ; 
and for making. its embarrassments the 
occasion of developing the. graces of his mi- 
nisters and people. 


3. Moved by Rev. Gearge ey) 
VOL. Xt, 


JUNE, 1838. 


Twelkth Anniversary. 


Professor 


I. Ingraham, of Brandon, ‘Vermont, 


Resolved, That the men who are Lebouihe’ 


in the Home Missionary field, do, at the pre- 
sent time, emphatically need, and should 
promptly receive, the sympathies and sub- 
stantial aid of the Christian community. - 


4. On motion of Rev. J. P. Cleave- 


land, of Detroit, seconded by Rev. J. 


A. Murray, Agent of the Society. * 


Western New-York, 


Resolved, That the comparative facilities 
of the modern church for. spreading the 


Gospel, render it specially inexcusable that: 


the work should be longer delayed. 


5. On motion of Rev. Lyman Beech- 
er, D. D., of Lane Seminary, Ohio, se- 
conded by John Tappan, Hsq., of 
Boston, 


Resolved, That the present struggle of 


this Society to sustain the stated ministry — 
where it is already established, and to give 


it, with all its attendant influences; to the 
new and needy settlements, is one whose 
success is of vital consequence to ea 
and to the republic. ; 


6. The Executive Gottinitess having 


recommended the adoption of the fol- _ 


lowing alterations i in the constituman, 


‘It was . 


Resolved, That a constitution i so 


altered’ as to read, in the 3d article, “ two 
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in. Bangor Theological 
Seminary, Maine, seconded by Rev,. . 


? 
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Secretaries for Correspondence,” instead of 
“a Corresponding Secretary ;” and in the 4th 
and 7th articles, “ the Secretaries for Cor-: 
respondence,” instead of “ the Correspond- 


ing Secretary.” 


‘Appropriate and highly effective 


addresses were made by Rev. Messrs. 
Adams, Shepard, Cleaveland, and Dr. 


Beecher; and the exercises were di- 
versified and rendered impressive by 
sacred music, under the direction of 
Mr. Thomas Hastings. The deep 


intérest which was evinced, by a large 


audience, undiminished to a Jate hour, |} 


“proved that the Society had, during 


A 


Rey. Thomas M‘Auley, D. D., LL. D,, New-York. 


‘Bion. John Cotton Smith, fil. DasBhprom Conn. 


Bie jeheuies Frelinghuysen, LL. D., Newark, 


the year, gained steadily and largely 
on the affections of the Christian 
public. . caicaatal v. EP 

__ The Society proceeded to the elec- 
tion of officers for the ensuing year, 
and made choice of the following, 
Viz: 

* PRESIDENT. 
‘ “Henry Dwicnt, Esq,, of Geneva, N.Y. 
») -VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Rev. Lyman Béecher, D. D., President Theol, Sem., 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 
n 
Hon. Benjamin F, Butler, LL. D., New-York. 


Rev. Gideon Blackburn, D. D., Carlinville, 


Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D., Rocky-Hill, Connec- 


ticut. 
Rey. John H. Church, D. D., Peiham, N. H. 


Rey, Thomas Cleland, D. D,, Harrodsburgh, Ken-. 


tucky, 4 rr 
Rev. John Codman, D. D., Dorchester, Mass, 
eye Jotemiah Day, D. D., LL, D,, President Yale 
ollege. i i 
Rev. Justin Edwards, D. D.; President Theol. 
Sem., Andover. 


Rev. Eliphalet Gillett, D. D., Hallowell; Me, 

Rev. Francis Heron, D. D., Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, 4 

Rev. Asa Hillyer, D. D., Orange, N. J. 

Rev, James Hoge, D. D., Columbus, Ohio. 

Hon. N. W. Howell, LL. D., Canandaigua, N. ¥. 

Hon. Samuel Hubbard, LL. D., Boston, Mass. 

John D. Keese, Esq., New-York. 


Hon. Charles Marsh, LL. D.; Woodstock, Ver- 


_mont. 9. ' ea ; 
Rev. James M. Mathews, D, D., Chancellor New- 
York University. | fe bie hes 
Hon. David Lawrence Morril], LL, D,, Concord, 


N. H. . 
Hon. John Murphy, Claiborne, Alabama. 
Rev. David Porter, D. D., Gatskill, N.Y... 
Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D.D., New-York. 
Rev. James Richards, D. D., Theol. Sem. Auburn, 
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James Roosevelt, Esq., New-York, 


Rey. Samuel 8, Schmucker, D. D., Theol. Sém:, 


_.Gettysburg, Pa, } . 
Rey. Thomas H. Skitner, D. D., New-York. 
Hon. Jacob Sutherland, 


LL. D., Geneva, > Cee 
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Rev. Nathaniel W, Taylor, 1, D., Theol. Sem., 
New-Haven, 

Rev. John Thomson, Crawfordsville, Ind. 

8. V. S, Wilder, Esq., New-York. 

Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D., Theol, Sem., Ando-- 
ver, Mass. 


DIRECTORS. 
¢ sad 
Rev. William Allen, D, D., President Bowdoin 
College, Maine, . 
Rey. Elihu W. Baldwin, D. D., President Wabash 
_ College,Ind. =~ 
Rev. Joshua ‘Bates, D. D., President Middlebury 
College, Vt. 6. * et 
Rev. Edward Beecher, President Illinois College, 
Illinois. ny 
Rey. Nathan S. S. Beman, D, D., Troy, N. Y. 
Rey. Robert H, Bishop, D. D., President Miami 
University, Ohio. 
Rev, James Carnahan, D. D., President Princeton 
_ College, N. J. 

Rev. John P.Cleayeland, Detroit, Michigan. 
Rev, Charles Coffii, D. D., President of Callege, 
Tenn. = 

Amos M, Collins, Esq., Hartford, Conn. 

Roswell L. Colt, Esq., New-York. — 

Rev. Samuel H, Cox, D. D.} Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Rev. Henry Davis, D. D., Clinton, N. Y. 

Rev. William R. De Witt, Harrisburgh, Penn- 

- sylvania, ‘ j . 

Rev. Baxter Dickinson, Lane Seminary, O. 

Rey. E. W. Gilbert, Newark, Delaware. — : 

Rev. Samuel L. Graham, D, D., North Carolina. 

Eurotas P. Hastings, Esq., Detroit, Michigan. 

Rev. Joel Howaaih D., Hartford, Conn, _. 

Rev. Mark Hopkins, D.. D., President Williams’ 
College, Mass," 

Rev. Heman Humphrey, D, D., President Amherst 
College, Mass. gal 

‘Rev. Mancius S. Hutton, N ew-York. 

Mr. G. W: Kerr, St. Louis, Mo. » 

Rev. Nathan ragre D. D,, President Dartmouth 
College, N. H. we: ; 

Rey. John M‘Dowell, D. D.. Philadelphia. , 

Rev. William A. M'Dowell, D. D., Philadelphia. 

Rev. Cyrus Mason. New-York University. 

Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, D. D., Middlebury, Ver- 
mont, MULT 

Rev, Samuel Merwin, Wilton, Conn, 

Joseph Montgomery, Esq., Philadelphia. 

Rey. Eliphalet Nott, D, D,, President Union Col- 
lege, N.Y, | rt 

Rev. Samuel Osgood, D. D., Springfield, Mass. 

‘Rev. B. M. Palmer, D. D,, Charleston, 5. C, 

Rev. George E, Pierce, President Western Re- 
serve College, Ohio. 


Prof, Bangor Theo. Serm., 
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Rev. William S. Potts, President Marion College, 
_ Missouri. ia . 
John Punchard, Esq.,Salem, Mass... “t's 
|| Hon. Roger M, Sherman, LL, D., Fairfield, Con- 
necticut, 9 og $* 
Gerrit Smith, Esq,, Peterborough, N. Y. 
Rey. Richard 8. Storrs; D, D., Braintree, Mass. 
Jeremiah Sullivan, Esq., Madison, Ind. 
Rev. Benjamin Tappan, D. D., Augusta, Maine. 
John Tappap, Esq., Boston, Mass. 
John Tillson, Esq., Hillsborough, Ill. 
Rev. Mark Tucker,’ D. D., Providence, R. I. 
Rev. Bennet Tyler, D. D., President Theol. Inst. 

East Windsor, Conn. . ry P 
Rev, Jaco’ Van Vecliten, Schenectady, N. Y. 
Ambrose White, Esq:, Philadelphia. 
Rev, Robert G, Wilson, D. D., President Ohia 
“University; Athens, Ohio. 
Rev, Andrew Wylie, D. D., President College, 
- Bloomington, Indiana. : . 

Young, President Centre College, 

Kentucky, . 
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Rev, Charles Hall. 


_» RECORDING SECRETARY, 
Mr, William Ms Halsted: 


MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
[Sstlo0b @sDIRBOTFORS) Wie") } 


_ The Board of Directors met on 
Thursday, May 10th, at the Society’s 
_ rooms, 150 Nassau-street, and appoint- 

sed me fellowing gentlemen. members. 

‘oF the , 


‘SHE HOME MISSIONARY. 


|| Mr: Kniowlés Taylor, ‘Treasurer. 
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EXECUTIVE, COMMITTEE, 


Rey. Absalom Peters, D. D. 
Rev. William Patton, D. D. 
Rey. Henry White... 
Rev. William Adams. 
Mr. Abijah Fisher. 
Mr. Leonard Corning. 
Charles Butler, Esq. 
Mr. C. R. Robert. 

Mr: Alfred Edwards. 
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Mr. William M. Halsted, Recording Sucrétary. 
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‘AsstSTANT TREASURER, 


Mr. H. W. Ripleys 
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Associate SecRETARY AND GENERAL AGENT FOK 
THE MippLe States, EXcerTING New-York; 


Rev: G..N. Judd: = 


 Cweleth 


Again the Executive Committee of 
the American. Home Missionary So- 
‘ciety, come. to render its annual his- 
tory; to their friends, and fellow labor- 
.ers) “They come—6ui not all: Some 
familiar faces, accustomed to : greet 
you on such occasions, ate this night. 
sought) for in vaia. :Thése _ places, 
‘which, knew thent once, will, know 
_them no more for ever. Sincethe last 
anniversary of the Society, two mem- 
. bers of the Executive Committee have 
heard the voice of the Master, saying, 
-“ Go up higher.” » Mr. Wm. A. Tom: 
.LINSON was removed: from this scene 
.of action ion the 19th of December, 
» 1837, and Mr: Joun Nircutis on the 3d 
of January following. While for their 
sakes we may rejoice, in view of their 
. probation accomplished, and ‘their re- 
ward attained, the Committee, both as 
-individuals, and» in ‘their associated 
-_eapacity, feel-themselves to be deepl 


, afflicted. ~The: dispensation of Provi-. 


,dence.is mysterious, which: has_re- 


) moved, in such quick succession, two | 
, coadjutors,. whom :mental and-moral. 


Report: 


endowments of gtace, reiidered sd 
dear to their friends, and so valuable 
to the cause. Mr. Tomlinson, though 
long known and respected in other re- 
lations, had been but. recently connect- 
ed with the Committee. But for more 
than a quarter ofa century, Mr. Nitchie 


had been associated; withthe work of | 


Home Missions. He belonged to the 
youthful band, who, in 1809, consti- 
tuted one of the associations which 
eventually résulted in the formation 
of this NATIONAL socipTy ; and through 
all the, changes of organization, he 
continued, with the; exception of a 
year. or two, a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee until his death.. And 
it is with a mournful pleasure that his 
associates recall his. intelligent’ and 
consistent piety, his sound and discri- 
| minating, judgment, his sweet and 

pacific spirit, as well.as his faithful 

labors forso many years in this and 

other départments of Christian enter- 
prise. (i \o Ritaras . 
During ‘the past year, also, one of 


|: the Viee~Presidents ofthe Society, the 


worth, the gravity of years, and the|. Hon, Samuel Miles Hopkins, and one 
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they were feared. tn every emer- 
gency, God has interposed with deli- 
verance; and, above all, he has richly 
bestowed upon our missions the influ- 
ences of his Spirit. And we are here 
to-night to bear testimony to his faith- 
fulness and call upon. all who love 
and labor for his kingdom, to praise 
his name, and trust him more firmly 
than ever. — | 

The details of the Society’s opera- 
tions during the past year, are, as 
usual, thrown into a tabular form. 


of the Directors, the Rev. Dr. Griffin, 
have ceased from the labors by which 
they were known and honored on 
earth, and entered on their eternal re- 
ward. oe 
The last’ Annual Report brought 
down the history of this institution to 
May 10th, 1837. The year which now || 
closes has been an eventful one to this’ 
Society—a year marked with trials, 
eculiar in number, .in character.and | 
In severity... Scarcely had we entered 
upon, its labors, before a tempest of 
commercial embarrassment burst upon 
- the community, sweeping before it the 
resources of many. of, the most liberal 
patrons of the Society ; and not only 
carrying disappointment and distress | 
‘into hundreds of families of the Mis- 
sionaries, but filling the hearts of all} 
with fear of the things which should 
come upon the earth. In the midst 
of these difficulties, resolutions were 
passed in an important church judica- 
tory, discountenancing the Society 
from receiving the support, and re- 
heving the needy churches of a large 
denomination of Christians): whose 
ministry it had sustained, and whose 
waste places it had cultivated in their 
time of need. Under these circum- 
stances, before half the year had rolled 
away, and when the interest of the 
Society seemed to require all that wis- 
dom and skill to guide it which expe-| 
“rience imparts, the Corresponding 
_ » Secretary, who had so long and so 
hy esl the operations of this 


[ Table of Missionaries omitted.] 


RECAPITULATION. 7 


~ The whole number of Missionaries 
enumerated in the foregoing table is 
684, Of these 561 were in commis- 
sion at the date of the last Report, ard 
123 have been appointed during the 
year. They have preached in 840 con- 
gregations and missionary districts, 
and the aggregate of their labors has 
| béén equal to 438 years. 

The number of Missionaries em- 
ployed during the year has been less 
by 102 than in the year’ preceding, 
exclusive of the 24 who were sustain- 
ed that year in France.” This’ dimi- 
nution has been occasioned—(1:)° by 
the fact, that during alarge part of the 
year the Committee have felt obliged, 
by ‘the state of the funds, to decline 
making new appointments, except in 
a few cases of special urgency. (2.) 
‘The general disaster that has befallen 
worldly. enterprises, has in many cases 
so crippled the energies of féeble 
churches in infant settlements, ‘as. to 
;put it/out of their power to continue a 
partial support for the preaching of 
|the Gospel ; and there being no hope 
of increased aid from the Society, the 
| Missionary has’ been obliged to aban- 
don his work, and seek his subsistence 
in such ways as the providence of God 
should open: before him. | In such 
cases, applications for renewed ap- 
pointments have not been made. (3.) 
The circumstances of the Society soon 
became extensively known, and many 
‘churches that in ordinary times would 
have had hope of aid, have withheld 
their applications and have sought for 

i 


stitution, was called, in the pro- 


- widence of God, to another sphere ‘of 
_* Jabor, And ere the transfer of his re- 
~ sponsibilities to other hands had been 
~ fully completed by the Committee, 
' their own circle was invaded by 
* death; and in the short space of fifteen 
_“days, both the brethren already alluded 
to, were taken away from‘our councils 

~ and labors.’ Bree | 
»- Thus, through the past year, has the 
Society struggied with . difficulties 
withoutand sorrows within=has been 
afflicted, yet not forsaken; cast down, 
- but not destroyed. Though causes 
like these could not but hinder the ex- 
tension of missionary operations, in 
the ratio of past years, and even cause 
a reduction in some respects, yet thése 
~ results have been felt much less than 
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such occasional supplies as their own 


resources might command, or have 
remained with none,to break to them 
the bread of life. Arrangements, too, 


which were in contemplation, or were | 
partially completed for securing the 


ordinances of the Gospel, have been 


arrested. -The work of evangelizing, 


the land has, in some sections, made 
no advances; in others .it has been 
rolled back upon us with augmented 


pressure. Causes like these, have, 


made the number of Missionaries in 
Maine and in Western -New-York, 
alone, less by 50 than were reported. 
the last year. | 

But while God in his providence 
has thus diminished the number of 
laborers in these and other portions of 
the field, he has shown unwonted fa- 
vor to those who have remained. As 


they have prophesied over the valley. 


of death, the breath of God has come 
from the four winds, to inspire life and 


immortality. Seldom has it been the} 


privilege of the Committee to record 
so many revivals, in proportion to the 
number of Missionaries employed, and 
revivals of so interesting a character 
as have been reported the present year. 
84 Missionaries, in their reports, speak 
of their churches’ enjoying the special, 
presence of the Spirit of God. The 
souls. converted in these revivals, 
many of which are still in progress, 
we cannot number, and the amountof 
sanctified influence'secured by them 
to the kingdom of God we cannot com- 
pute; but we doubt not, that in the day 
when their results shall all be told, 
every benefactor of this Society, him- 
self among the redeemed, will rejoice 
with joy unspeakable in the opportuni- 
ty which this year has afforded him, 
of connecting his humble name with 
the heavenly inheritance of multitudes 
of his fellow men. 

Though the fruits of these revivals 
have as yet been but partially gather- 
ed, our reports,:making proper al- 
lowance for the imperfection of a por- 
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of them,-show. an addition to the 
churches of 5,638 during the year; 


| 3,376 on profession of their faith, and 
2,262 by recommendation from other 


churches. 

The pupils in the Sabbath schools, 
connected with the Missionary chur- 
ches, number about 50,000 ; and inthe 
Bible classes about 17,000. 

The number of subscribers to the 
Temperence pledges in the congrega- 
tions of the Missionaries, is not far 


| from 70,000; and the amount contri- 


buted to various benevolent objects, in 
only 166 congregations, is $9,893. 
These are a few of the results of a 
single year... 
If we look back over the twelve 


‘years that have elapsed since this So- 


ciety was organized, we find'the Gos- 
pel preached by its Missionaries to 
destitute congregations numbering 
from 196 to 1,025 annually—the Gos- 
pel preached to not less than.a million 
of our fellow countrymen; and an 
aggregate of service performed equal 
to 4,265 years. Under the labors of 
these Missionaries, it may be safely 
estimated that not less than 45,000 
souls have been born into the king- 
dom of. God. Hundreds of churches 
have’ been organized, some of which 
have already become the most efficient 
helpers in extending the blessings of 
salvation; hundreds of houses have 
been erected, in which these churches 
pay their vows unto God; and hu 


churches, are in training for the minis- 
try, or have already entered it, En- 
lightening and redeeming influences 
which no man can number, which 
neither space nor time can limit, have 
gone out in every direction from these 


‘spots blessed by the benefactions of the 


people of God; and when the final 
issue of them all shall be disclosed, 


and we see no longer through a glass 


darkly—then shall we know, as we 
cannot know now, the magnitude of 
the work which God has given us to do. 


Rug 
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COMPARATIVE RESULTS. | 


The following table shows the results of the last year in several partieu- 
lars, compared with those of preceding years. 


ty di Rebr altar tei} goo) rape votiagh todas} 9g): hax Rina 
$ Ble SAS Beaver as ajo vg oe hes plese 
4 3 aL Pier Bai fon ost gar aisle 
co 8 S VO} |, Bog mga feme y Bodh Bere} og 
m a cs moll geacd! J a pe a 
1 | $18,130 76 } $13,984.17 | 169 68 | 196 |not rep. not rep.| 110 not rep: 
2} 20,035 78 | 17,849 22 201 89 | 244] 206 | 100} 133 | 1000 
3 |. 26,997 31 26,814 96 304 | 169] 401°} 289] 134 186. | 1678 
4 | “33,929 44 | 42,4299 50 | °392| 166} 500] 369.) 203} 274 | 1959 
5 | 48,124 73 | 47,247.60} 463] 1641 577] 5001 200 | 294 | 2539 
G6} 49,422 12 | 52,808 39 | 509} 1581745 | 544} 239 | 361'| 6126 
7 | 68,627 17 | 66,277.96 | 606 | 209) 801 710 | 378} 417 | 4284 
» 81. 78,911 44 80,015 76 676 200 899 | Pupils Pupils} 463 | 2736 
9} 88,863 22.], 83,394, 28 719 | 204 |.1,050 | 40,000) 12,000) 490. |. 3300 
10 | 101,565 15°} 92,108 94 | 755 | 249.|,1,000 |50,000) 15,000! 545.| 3750 
11 | 85,701.59 | 99,529 72 | 810} 232 | 1,025 | 60,000] 20,000). 554 .| 3752 
12 | 86,522 45 | 85,066 96 | 684 123 840 | 50,0001 17.000] 438 | 3376 


FINANCIAL HISTORY .OF THE ‘YEAR, AND 
_ STATE OF THE TREASURY. 


| sine 
_ It was to be expected. that the pecu- 
culiar embarrassments of »the year 
would seriously affect the receipts of 
the Society. The resources. which it 
had been accustomed to receive from 
cities andlarge1owns,were, through the 


‘pressure of commercial distress upon: 


‘such communities, greatly diminished. 
The general destruction of confidence ; 
the apprehension of still greater evils; 
-and the derangement -in the currency 
of the country, which rendered it im- 
‘practicable for the Society to avail it- 
self of collections made at distant 


points, have contributed to the same | 


result. Meanwhile, many friends of 
‘the cause who were not prostrated by 
the storm, withdrew: for safety till it 
should be overpast; and hundreds 
amore, who had been .aceustomed: to 
make their humble, but »willing and 
regular contributions, have «been 
thrown out of employment. In this 
time of embarrassment, other socie- 
ties have likewise suffered, and their 
agents have been in the field with 
ours, and appealed to the same Chris- 
tian public for relief. Add to these 
the fact, that the estimated engage- 


any previous period, and that much of 
this. became due about the time of the 
greatest pressure. Undersuch circum- 
) stances, it will not be thought strange, 
that the Executive Committee» were 
compelled.to decline many applica- 
tions for new appointments, and to 
diminish the amount of aid to laborers 
already in the field; nor, that in prose- 
cuting their work, faith has often had 
to perform the:work of sense. Fora 
time, had they: regarded merely the 


aspect of things around them—had ~ 


they not turned their eyes away to the 
throne of God, and rolled their burthen. 
upon his gracious arm—they ‘could. 
rhave anticipated, for .this beloved 
cause, nothing but disaster and defeat. 
But, thanks to our Almighty Helper, 
out of six troubles he has delivered 
us ; yea, in seven we have been 
upheld. 


of heaven purveyors for his prophet,. 
has given the Society, day »by day, 
its daily bread, and led «it, by «ways: 


it knew not, safely on through all dif-- 


ficulties tothe present hour. Notwith- 
standing the hindrances which have: 
been mentioned, the receipts of the 
last year have amounted to $86,522’ 
45; (or $820 86 more than the 


mentsof the Society, at the commence- | collections of the year preceding ;): 
ment of the year, were larger than at. which added toa balance of $1,102 02’ 
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He who multiplied the. 
widow’s oil, and)made even the birds- 
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in the treasury at the last anniver- 
sary, makes the resources of the year 
$87,624 47. . The expenses—the 
amount which has become due within 
the same period—has been $95,878 31. 
Of this sum $85,066 26 has been 
already paid; and towards cancelling 
the remaining $10,812 02, there is a 
~ balance im the.treasury of $2,558 21; 
(so lately received, that the drafts of 
the Missionaries to whom_it belongs 
have not yet had time to reach us ;) 
leaving $8,253 81 of present debt, for 
the payment of which immediate pro- 
vision must be made. Besides this 
amount, the Society is already pledged 
to the Missionaries in the further sum 
of $10,874 80 for the coming year, por- 
tions of which are every day falling 
due. The expenditures of the past 
year have been large. compared with 
the number of appointments made 
within the year. In explanation of 
this fact it should be remarked, that 
the year was commenced under an 
unusually heayy amount of pledges 
maade during the previous year, the 
payment of which has come within 
the period now reported. ) 
In view of the foregoing statements, 
the: Committee earnestly appeal, to all 
who themselves know the precious- 
ness of the Gospel, to interpose their 
benefactions, and thus prevent the 
bread of life from being taken away 
from the lips of the feeble and depend- 
ent, whose only hope of a supply, 
under God, is on the aid of this So- 
ciety. Rees 
_ That this appeal may be more fully 
appreciated, we call attention to the 
following facts in the history of the 
MEAT 1: cooisbaiians te 


CIRCULAR TO THE MISSIONARIES. 


Early in the year the Executive 
Committee were under the necessity 
of issuing a circular to the Missiona- 
ries of the Society, requesting them, 
if practicable, to defer their drafts upon 
its treasury until the receipts should 
warrant their payment. This measure 
was adopted with reluctance, because 
it was feared that great embarrassment 
must attend its operation on the Mis- 
sionaries. Nor was this apprehension 
groundless. In many eases the ap- 
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propriation from this Soeiety forms a 
most important part of the Missiona- 
ry’s receipts; and to have this with- 
held at a time when pecuniary distress 
was entering every congregation, and, 
consequently, other resources were 
failing, was peculiarly trying. And 
yet the sacrifice was cheerfully made. 


Though the missionaries were not re- 
quired, but only requested to withhold 


their orders on the treasury, yet, in 
almost every instance, a regard for the 
Society, and sympathy for others who 
might possibly be more needy than 
himself, led each one to suffer rather 
than to increase the embarrassment of 
the, Committee. This occasion will 
not admit of the affecting details which 
might be given, of families of Mission- 
aries surrendering the ordinary com- 
forts of life, and reduced for weeks to 
a bare subsistence ; of their, parting 
with articles of taste, and the pledges 
of affection, and even with portions of 
their clothing, to procure bread. for 
their children. And, yet they have 
gone down to these depths of privation 
without complaint; nay, more, they 
have evinced a generous readiness to 
be foremost in bearing the burdens of 
the Society.. Nor have their sacrifices 
been in vain. They have been the 
means of carrying the. institution 
through its greatest straits. When 
the commercial horizon was filled with 
clouds and gloom, and adequate funds 
could not, at thetime, be obtained, either 


by collections or by loans, the Mission- 


aries may. be said to have stepped for- 
ward to the rescue, and virtually ad- 
vanced the needed amount, by omit- 


| ting to press their claims. From their 


scanty tables and wardrobes, from the 
toil of their companions and their 
children,. their deep poverty has 
abounded to the riches of their libe- 
rality. -The Committee have not 
witnessed the exemplifications of this 
spirit, so becoming the Missionary 
character, without deep emotion, nor 
without having their souls stirred up 
to every practicable effort to extend 
relief. And. that Saviour, whom his 
ministers have thus honored by walk- 
ing in his footsteps, has evidently ac- 
cepted their sacrifice, and shown his 
approbation by the effusion of his Spi- 
rit in connexion with their labors. © 
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EFFORTS TO EXTEND RELIEF. 
To diminish and remove, as soonas | 
practicable, the embarrassment of the 
Missionaries, the Committee made 
early appeals to the agents and auxili- 
aries of the Society, and to the public’ 
generally. In many cases, special 
correspondence was opened with 


churches and individuals, and full and | 


frequent statements were made through 
the religious papers. In this work,’ 
the usefulness of the Society’s periodi-. 
cal, “ THe Home Missionary AND! 
American Pastor’s Journat,” has' 
been quite equal to that of any other! 
single instrument. Grateful mention 
should also be made of the faithfulness 
and energy of the principal Agents of 
the Society; who have entered into 
the views, and co-operated in the plans 
ef the Committee, besides devising! 
appropriate measures on their respec- 
tive fields, in executing which they'| 
have spared neither time nor strength. 
From the blessing of God upon these 
various means, relief has begun to 
flow in ; so that, recently, a second cir- 
cular has been issued. to’ remove the 
influence of the first; and this anni- 
versary finds us in the process of ra-| 
pidly liquidating the claims of the 
Missionaries upon the treasury. 

It is a fact too prominent in the ex- 


perience of the year to be passed over | 


in silence, that not many rich, not) 
many noble, have been honored in 
sustaining this work, but God has 
taken the gifts of the poor, and brought 
forward friends who were before com- 
paratively unappreciated or unknown. 
Instead of a few fountains gushing 
forth with copious streams, he has 
given us the small ‘rain and the re- 
freshing dew, compensating for the 
minuteness of their drops, by their 
number and extent. The generous 
gift of wealth has not been withheld ; 

but it has been chiefly from the widow’s 
. mite, the savings of the domestic, 


sab 
and the industry of the mechanic— 
from the collected offerings of God’s 
people in the country, rather than in 
cities—that the resources of the year 
have been derived. And could we 


ac the expressions of interest, the 


anguage of deeply-moved Christian | 


emotion, with which these offerings 
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have been laid upon the altar of God; 
we should show that they left, in the 
hearts of the donors, a still richer boon 
than they conferred on others, and 
should confirm the words of the 
Lord Jesus when he said, it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 

The principal auxiliaries and agen- 


_ MAINE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
The operations of this Society have 
been much restricted by the general 


so prominent a characteristic in the 
history of the year; and its Missiona- 
ries have consequently been subjected 
to peculiar trials and embarrassments, 
But while they have submitted them- 
selves in meekness to the dispensa- 
tions of Providence, and steadfastly 
prosecuted the work assigned them, 
their condition and wants have awa- 
kened the tenderest sympathies of the 
friends of the Redeemer, and called 
forth efforts for their relief, no less 
raiseworthy if they have been less 
striking in their results, than those of 
former years. The Rev. Dr. Gillett, 
the Secretary of the Society, who has 
so long been identified with its prospe- 
rity, has, in addition to his other labors 
the present year, performed a most 
important service to the cause, by 
spreading out the claims of the Mis- 
slonary churches in the Christian Mir- 
ror, and bringing them home to the 
hearts and consciences of those who 
love Zion, ‘The receipts of the So-- 
ciety during the year, have been 
$6,889 -61, and the expenditures 
$8,711 31, making an excess of the 
expenditures above the receipts, of 
$1,821 70. The number of ‘mission- - 
aries in commission during the year 
has been 71, and their labors have 
been accompanied with manifest 
tokens ofthe divine favor. The Se- 
eretary of the Society, in contluding 
his report, rematks, that “a good pro- 
‘portion of the Missionaries are now 
laboring in the midst of revivals of 
religion more or less extensive. The 
number of hopeful converts could not 
be stated with much accuracy. I 
should judge there were from two ta 
three hundred.” a c 


cies of the Society are the following: — 


derangement of business, which forms — 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.. 


In August last the Rev. Tada Wil-| 


ley, who had for several years served 
this Society as its Secretary and Ge- 
neral Agent, with great fidelity and 
success, resigned his office. 


jamin P. Stone, who has been actively 
employed in visiting the feeble church- 
es, examining into their wants, and 
soliciting from the more favored chur- 
ches the requisite means for their re- 
_ lief. The receipts of the Society: for 
the year ending April 1st, 1838, have 
been $5,815 12; which is: $823 43 less 
than the receipts of the previous year. 
But by deducting from the receipts of 
the previous year, $1,341 67, the 
amount of a legacy received during 
that year, it appears that the collec- 
tions from the churches, the last year, 
have been greater by $518 24 than in 
the year preceding. The balance in 
the treasury, April ist, 1837, was 
$136 90, which added to. the current 
receipts, make the whole amount at 
the disposal of the Society during the 
year $5,952 02. The expenditures of 
the year have been $5,836 66, besides 
$115 forwarded to the Parent Society, 
leaving a balance in ‘the treasury, 
April “Ist; 1838, of $115 36. The 
whole amount of contributions from 
that state to the cause of Home 
Missions, the past year, has been, 
$5,932.87. The number of. Mis- 
sionaries in commission during the 
year, including the Secretary and 
General Agent, has been 56, one of 


whom, Rev. Ora Pearson, has been' 


sustained in Compton, Lower Canada, 
where his labors have been blessed, 
and where his prospects of continued 
usefulness are highly encouraging. 


These Missionaries have rendered, 


during the year, an aggregate of 36 
years of Missionary service, and 13 
of the churches to which they have 
ministered have been visited with in- 
teresting revivals of religion. 


For further particulars we refer to 


extracts from the Report of the Se- 
eretary, which will be found in the 
Appendix. re Tee oe 
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succeeded-in September by Rey. Ben- 
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The Rey. Ira Ingraham, whose la- 
bors have contributed s) much to the. 
efficiency and extended usefulness of 
this Society, remarks, in his report, 
that when we consider the pecuniary 
embarrassments of the past year, and 
the spiritual dearth which prevailed 
almost.universally through the early 
part of it, ‘‘the results of the year afford 
no equivocal testimony that the cause 


of Home Missions is taking stronger 


hold of the affections, and receiving 
more promptly the attention of Chris- 
tians in. Vermont, than ever: before.” 


The receipts of the year have been 
$4,189 54; which added to $4,625 11 


in the treasury April 1st, 1837, makes. 
the whole amount. at the disposal of 


the Society for the year, $8,814 65. 


Of this sum $4,065.51 bave been ex- 
pended within the state, and $257.44 
paid over to the A. H.M.S.; leaving 
a balance in the treasury, April 1st, 
1838, of $4,491 70. There have been 
also received into the treasury of the 
Parent Society, from that State, $164; 
making the whole amount contributed 
to Home Missions during the year, 


$4,353 54. ‘The number of Missiona- 
| aries in commission during the year has 


been 52,who have occupied in whole or 
in part, 65 fields of missionary labor, 

The number of Missionaries employ- 
ed is greater by 6, and the number of 
fields occupied greater by 14, than in 

the preceding year. During the. last 

six months, many of the churches 

have enjoyed the reviving influences 

of the Spirit of God, imparting vigor 

and beauty to the plants of righteous- 

ness, increasing the strength and - 
giving promise of the permaneney of 
the institutions of the Gospel... 


wer 
MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The receipts of this society during i 
the year have been $12,837 85; 1 hich ! 


jadded to $7,126 49 in the treasury, 


April 1st, 1837, makes the whole 
amount at the disposal of the Society 
for the year, $19,964 34. Of this | 
sum $9,041 66 have been expended 


in the support of 76 Missionaries in 


é 


5 4 — 


@ 


B45) HOME MISSIONARY... June, 


the state, and $3,100 has been paid 
over to the Parent Society ; leaving a 
balance in the treasury, April 1st, 
1888, of $7,822 68. There have also 
been contributed directly to the trea- 
sury of the Parent Society, $2,762 79; || 1st, 1837, makes the whole amount at 
making the whole amount realized | the disposal of the Society for the 
from the state for the cause of Home |year, $6,726.43. The expenditures 
Missions, during the year, $15,600 64. | during the year have been $5,082 415 
Although this amount does not equal leaving a balance in ‘the treasury, 
the annual collection for several pre-'| April 1st, 1838, of $1,044 02.. There 
ceding years, yet when the peculiar | have been received into the treasury 
character ‘of the year is taken into | of the Parent Society during the year, 
view, as well as the pressing claims of | $1,433 38, in part payment of a legacy 
other benevolent institutions, and the || by the late Dr.Perkinsof Norwich; and 
fact that almost no public agency ‘has | fromthe Home Missionary Society of 
béen performed for the purpose of soli- 


the Western District of Fairfield 
citation, these voluntary offerings of |county; and the Home Missionary 
the churches arean assurance that the ||Society of the Eastern’ District of 
cause of Home Missions is inter- 


New-Haven county, and from various 
woven with their best affections, and. congregations and individuals, $4,233. 
will not soon cease to receive its share ||86, which, with the receipts: of the 
of their liberal benefactions, and a re- || Connecticut Society, makes the total 
membrance in their prayers. ‘amount contributed to the cause of 

But while we state that so much || Home Missions from that state, during 
_ has been collected by the free-will|\the year, $10,082 84; which is $909 
offerings of the benevolent, it is 


77 mote than the collections of the 
not forgotten by the friends of the|| previous year. The only agency em- 
eause, that it has been'by the labors of'| ployed in the'state for the purpose of 
a’ most zealous, energetic, and indefa- 


collection, has been that of the pastors 
tigable agency, continued through a|jof the churches,a number of whom 
series’ of years, that the attention of 


that have generously consented to act as 
the churches has been called to the || agents within their respective associa- 
magnitude and importance of this de- 


| pO) tions, and to seek, by personal inter- 
partment of Christian benevolence; | course, correspondence, and pulpit ex- 
and that if the resources of: the 


changes, to bring the claims‘ of the 
churches in this state are henceforth ||cause distinctly before the churches 
‘to be ‘secured undiminished to the | for their beneficent regard. ‘The year 
advancement of this cause, we must || had so far elapsed before this arrange- 
look ‘for their development, ‘under | ment was’completed, that the returns 
‘God, through a like instrumentality. |have as yet been but partial. But 
~The $3,100 paid into the treasury of | much, it is believed, has in this way 
the Parent Society, as well asa large | already been accomplished, and more 
portion of the $800 contributed during || may be hoped for the year to come. . 
the'year by the Hampshire Missionary 
Society, were promptly forwarded du- 
ring the summer at the period of the || 
Society’s greatest straits, and were the 
means of essential and grateful relief 
to many a devoted servant of Christ, 
who was pursuing his ‘patient toil 
amidst self-denial, suffering and ‘want. 


taining the institutions of the Gospel, 
and appropriated $800 in aid of desti- 
ltute churches in Rhode Island. The 
receipts have been $4,415 59, which 
with the balance in the treasury, Apri 


WESTERN AGENCY, (N, Y.) AT GENEVA, 


The hindrances which have been 
already mentioned as operating against 
this Society, during the last year, have 
been peculiarly felt within the bounds 
of this agency. ‘The pecuniary pres- 
sure, and the border war, have espe- 
cially had a disastrous effect. When 
a in I these causes are borne in ‘mind, it will 
‘This Society has assisted, ‘within ||not ‘be thought surprising that ‘the 
the year, thirty-three feeble churches | number of Missionaries, and the re- 
within the limits of the state, in sus- | sults of their labor, the last year, have 
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not been quite, equal to those of ‘the 
peculiaely, prosperous year which pre- 
ceded. 


fession of their faith. It is a matter 
for gratitude to God, and speaks well 
for the. efficiency of this, the oldest 
agency of the Society, and for the dili- 
gence of ‘the Secretary and agent, 
Rev. J. A. Murray, that notwithstand- 
ing the commercial distresses of the 
country, the collections of the past year 
have amounted to $10,685 57, which 
is more than the mcome from. the 
same field of any previous year. Early 
in the season a proposal was made by 


the agent to the churches, to. sustain | 


the Home Missionary cause, by rais- 


ing at least one dollar for each com- 


municant.. The simplicity of this 


plan commended it to the favor of 


many, and doubtless contributed in no 


small degree to raise. the amount of 


collections, It is, an interesting fact, 


also, brought to light by the report of 


this agency, that churches which have 
formerly been sustained by the A. H. 
M..S..on that. field, now contribute for 


this cause nearly, enough to sustain 


the feeble churches, which, within the 


same-bounds, have applied for aid du- 


ring the last year; so, that it. may be 


said, that the formerare now sustain- 


ing the present beneficiaries of the 
Society on that field. See Report\in 
the Appendix. 


CENTRAL AGENCY, (N. Y.) AT UTICA. — 


In speaking of the difficulties of the 
year, und the largeness of its. work, 
the agent. of this branch of the Soci- 
ety, Rev. A. Crane, says: “ We had 
no time to spend in. murmuring. and 
complaints, nor have we yet found 
time to begin.” In conformity with 
this spirit the efforts of the year appear 
to have been conducted. Although 
the number of Missionaries, 49, is not 
quite as great as last year, yet more 
labor has been secured to the feeble| 
churches than in any previous year. 
The agency render grateful acknow- 
ledgments to,God for an increase of| 
interest in this blessed work, and a} 
growing attachment to the A. H. M. 
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should flow to the needy. 
Seventy Missionaries have manifested in..the receipts of. the 
labored on this field; and under their | 
ministry 438 persons have been added. 
to the churches, 268 of them on pro- 
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S.;:as the channel through which relief 
This is 


agency, being $3,787 81; which, with 
other contributions from the same ter- 


‘ritory, makes the sum. of $5,049 77, 


received the present year from that 


field. Further particulars are given’ 


in the Report in the Appendix. 
CANADA HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The number of Missionaries in 
commission in the Provinces of Up- 
per and Lower Canada, during the 
year, has been 24; 6.0f whom have 
been sustained by the-Canada Home 
Missionary Society. The receipts of 
this Society. during the year, with the 
balance in the treasury, April ist, 
1837, amount to $980 21.) The ex- 
penditures have been $602 82; leaving 
in. the treasury, April Ist, 1838, 
$377 39. The Secretary of the 
Society, Rev. Wm. F. Curry, -has 
visited many of the feeble churches, 
preaching to them:the Gospel, and‘en- 
couraging them to put forth all the 
efforts in their power to help them- 
selves, in the hope of receiving such | 
aid from the benevolent, as: would 
secure to them the privileges. of Gos- 
pel institutions, and transmit them, as 
the richest: of inheritances, to. their 
children. ade LOE 7.8 

In consequence of the civil commo- 
tions in these. provinces, some of the 
‘Missionaries haye. been obliged to 
abandon their work, and others have 
labored in circumstances of peculiar 
difficulty and discouragement. Plans 


of doing good to the destitute have 
‘been defeated, iniquity has abounded 


in its most’ appalling forms, and the 
day of the redemption of many souls, 
has, in all human probability, been put 
far distant.. And yet, the plenitude 
of God’s grace permits us to speak of 
places long waste and desolate, where 


the ordinances of the Gospel have this 


year been established; and of churches 
that have been.inereased and strength- 
ened by the reviving influences of the 
Holy Ghost. We are encouraged 1o 
hope that the coming year ‘will be 
more propitious for missionary efforts 
in these provinces, and thatthe afflict- 
ed churches that are scattered over 
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‘them, as well as the multitudes that 
have no Gospel privileges, will share 
largely in the sympathies and the bene- 
factions of the people of God. 


PHILADELPHIA AGENCY. 


- This is a board of agency having 
its centre at Philadelphia, and extend- 


ing its operations over the Middle 
States, with the exception of New- 


York. Although the denominations 
of Christians uniting in this Society 
have long been established in those 
states, yet few fields: stand in greater 
need of the fostering care of Home 
Missionary societies. Besides many 

‘waste places which have never been 
- subjected to a correct moral cultiva- 
tion, others have become “ fields of 
dreariness and moral. desolation,” 
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the agency, which is given entire in ~ 

the Appendix. ~ * . 

BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE GERMAN RE- 
FORMED CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


Several ministers of ‘the German 
Reformed Church, have received 


missionary aid from this Committee 
during the year—their names and lo- 
cations are embraced in the General 
Table. For want of the requisite re- 
turns at the time of making up this 
Report, we are unable to state what 
additional appointments have been 
made by this auxiliary, in conformity 
with the plan of co-operation between 
it and the Parent Society; but from 
the growing spirit of evangelical enter- 
| prise evinced by the churches to which 
it belongs, we confidently expect an 


‘by, the dilapidation of the insti-|| increase in this department of well 


tutions of former days. 


‘an agency on this field has been a 


work of delicacy and much labor.. 


The board was organized four years 
since, and’ its operations under. the 
‘judicious and efficient labors of the As- 
sociate Secretary and General Agent 
for those states, Rev. G. N. Judd, have 
been attended with marked success. 
The receipts from that field have been, 
in successive years, $5,539 65; $5,830 
49; $6,901 41; and in the year now 
closing, $8,349 93; which is an in- 
crease over the previous year of $1,448 
52, notwithstanding the unprecedent- 
ed. pecuniary and other embarrass- 
ments. The income of the past year, 
from this agency, has not only ‘sus- 
tained its 30 Missionaries, and the ex- 


penses of the agency, but also fur- 


nished between one and, two thousand 
dollars to the treasury at New-York 


for the general purposes of the Society. || 
. But that species of success which 


‘most deeply affects the heart of piety, 
and causes it to throb with devout 
thanksgiving, is the spiritual blessing 


poured out on many of the missionary 


churches on this field. The number 
of those who are supposed to have 
been born again within the last year, 
is estimated at 500; of whom not less 
than 400 have already been gathered 
into the churehes. For the interest- 
ing details we refer to the Report of 


On these | doing. 
and other accounts, the prosecution of 


CENTRAL. MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


The receipts of this Society, the 
last year, have been $497.59. Owing 
to the fact, that the ministers of this 
denomination have hitherto found a 
speedy settlement in such of their 
churches as do not require missionary 
aid, it has not been practicable to ap- 
point many to feeble and destitute re- 
gions. Four have been.thus appointed 
within the last year, three of them in 
Pennsylvania, and one in Maryland. 
Besides these, four have been ap- 
pointed by this Committee, on recom- 
mendation of the Lutheran Society. 


WESTERN RESERVE DOMESTIC MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. a 


At the time of the Annual Report 
in October last, there had been 32 
Missionaries in commission during the 
year.on the field occupied by this So- 
ciety. These Missionaries had min- 
istered statedly to 40. congregations, 
‘and their commissions embraced a 
period of above 30 years. The Rev. 
O. P. Hoyt, the Secretary of the So- 
ciety, having resigned, in the progress 
of the year, the agency on which he 
had entered, and his place not having 
| yet been supplied, very: little service 


ms 
1838. 


of this kind has. been performed, ex- 
cept such as Mr. Hoyt has been able 


to-render in connexion with other du-. 


ties. In addition to this, the unex- 
ampled embarrassments of the country 
have been severely felt within the 
limits of this Society, rendering it al- 
most impracticable to make collections 


even for objects that are embalmed.in | 


the affections of the disciples of Christ. 
The receipts of the Society have con- 
sequently been small, and the Mis- 
stonaries haye borne the heat. and bur- 
den of the day, amidst discouragement 


and privation, witha spirit which has | 


‘not been, unnoticed, and_we trust, will 
not be. unrecompensed. of heaven. 
Their wants have, so far as was prac- 
ticable,. been relieved by the Parent 
Society ; and the blessing of God has 
attended their labors. ‘; 


\ MICHIGAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Within the lastyear, a State Mission- 
ary Society has been organized in Mi- 
chigan, connected with this Society. 
The Secretary of this auxiliary, Rev. 
J. L. Tomlinson, is also the agent of 
the Parent Society. The Cormmittee 
gratefully acknowledge. the liberal 


efforts of the. friends of Home Mis- 


sions in Michigan to-relieve the So- 
ciety, as much as possible, from the 
expense of the Missions in that state— 


a.large proportion of all the pledges | 


made for that field having been met 
from its own contributions. : ‘ 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF AGENCY FOR THE 
“ WESTERN STATES, AT CINCINNATI, 0. 


tary of this agency, Rev. Henry Lit- 
tle, “ has been a year of much success 


in this part of the Missionary field. 


Many important congregations are 
open to us this year, which have not 
been before ; and in many other re- 
spects it has been’ a’ year of great 
prosperity.” Through the blessing 
of God on the indefatigable labors of 


our agent, the receipts amount to 


$3,868 81, which is a larger sum, by 


nearly $2300 than in any previous year, || 


On this field the number of Mission- 


aries, the past year, has been 32.. 
Encouraging additions -have been 
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made to the churches; the cause of 
temperance, on the principle of total 
abstinence from all that. intoxicates, 
has evidently advanced in the mis- 
Upwards of 
1700 Sunday. scholars, besides Bible 
classes, are instructed; and it is, esti- 
mated that the communities aided 
within this agency. have, during the 
year, poured back into the treasury of 
the. Lord, more than half as much.as 
they have received. . Further particu- 
lars will be found in the Appendix. , 


i) 


.'. OTHER AGENCIES INTHE WEST. 


_ The Rev. Albert Hale has continued 
to prosecute his labors for the Society 
in Illinois. .The amount. of. funds 
raised on this field has been. $1,500. 
But, encouraging as this may be re- 


|. garded, considering the circumstances 


of that new country, the benefits of 
the agency, in visiting and encouraging 
the feeble churches, in teaching them 
the amount, and assisting them in the 
development of their.own, resources, 
have. been still more valuable to the 


cause than the. mere amount of pecu- 
niary collections. It is in contempla- 
tion. to organize a board of agency for 
this state, and its immediate vicinity, 
similar to those. which. operate with 
such happy results on. other parts of 
the great field... , oe : 
‘In ‘Indiana, in connexion with the 
Missionary Society of that state, Rev. 


-— 


| Samuel G. Lowry has continued to 
_.|, prosecute his labors for this Society. 


The embarrassments which have 


| arisen from the severity of the com- 
. |;mercial pressure, and other causes 
“The past year,” says the Secre- | 


affecting the ability of the feeble 
churches to aid in sustaining them- 
selves, and the pressing need of more 
laborers, as well as the sickness of the 
agent, have tended, in some degree, to. 
prevent the advance of the cause in 
that state. Much good, has, however, 


been done, and the foundation laid for 
increased efforts in future... ; 


EVANGELICAL SOCIETIES OF FRANCE AND 


2 ' GENEVA. 

The friendly relations and corres- 
pondence of these societies with the 
A. H.M.S., have been kept up during 
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the past year. We are persuaded that 
Christendom presents few examples 
of missionary enterprise prosecuted 
with a nearer approach to apostolic 
simplicity and spirit. Owing to the 
unexampled embatrassments of the 
past year, the Committee have not 
been: able to respond to the earnest 
‘appeals for help to these Societies, in 


any other way than by the expression | 


of their sympathy, and their prayers 


for the arrival of the time when, con- 


-sistently with their pledges to the Mis- 
sionariés in their own land, they may 


again make appropriations for France. 


A’ SETTLED MINISTRY—AT ONCE THE | 
AIM OF THIS SOCIETY AND THE INTE-. 


‘REST “OF THE CHURCHES. 


The spirit of our country is, by 
' general consent, characterized as sin- 


gularly active and tending to innova- 


tion. This should not be a matter of 
surprise. It was to be expected that 
such ‘a system as Protestant Chris- 
tianity, when freed from alliance with 
the state; and operating on the un- 
trammelled minds of freemen, would 
create new developments of philan- 
thropy, and attempt the reform of many 
things which received their mould in 


ages of darkness, and under the sway 
of despotism. ‘That this should hap-. 
pen; is no more strange than that the 
energy of vegetation, which lies dor- 


mant during the frosts of winter, 
should burst forth in new forms of 
beauty under the breath and sunshine of 
spring. Nor should we too severely re- 


buke this redundant activity. “ Some- | 


thing may be pardoned to the spirit of 
liberty” —some allowance made forthe 
action of such elements as the sons of 
the Puritans, when set in motion by 


the impulsive force of Bible principles, 
But while this concession is made, let. 


us beware of the tendency to extremes. 
The greater the momentum, the 

reater is the need of a balancing 
power. An influence is wanted, not 


to check, but to steady the action of 
the age—not to oppose, but to guide | 
the spirit of improvement, lest, in the, 


rapidity of its revolutions, the human 
mind should sway from its orbit. 
This regulating, conservative power, 
is to be found in the sanctified influ- 
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temple. 


‘cerns. 


| strength. to 
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ence of the living ministry. Philoso- 
phy once contemptuously styled’ it, 
“‘ the foolishness of preaching.” But 
he who instituted it knew, that in its 


efficiency it would be “ the power of 


God.” In such an age as this, who 
‘does not perceive that the standard 
of intelligence must be raised—that 
the purity of Christian doctrine must 
be carefully guarded, and sound mo- 
rals diligently and extensively incul- 
cated? Ifa substantial and enduring 
piety, in distinction from an erratic 
and momentary zeal, is to prevail, 
holy and permanent ministry must 


|be the means. Every where thrcugh- 


out the community, there’ must be 
established fixed centres of steady mo- 
The Gospel must not 
only be published to men, it must abide 
with them. Many-of its best effects 
can be produced only by long contact 
with the soul. Men need not only to 
be converted, but also progressively 
sanctified ; the moral sense needs to 
be trained to the skilful discrimina- 
tion of good and evil. The Gospel 


Imust meet the child on his entrance 


into life, and shed its holy influence 
over his very cradle; must form his 
character in childhood, go forth and 
stand by him in youth, and incite or 
restrain him in the affairs of life. 
These results can be attained only by 
a- settled ministry. The true moral 
economy and interest of the churches 
are, therefore, the same with the object. 
of the American Home Missionary 
Not only are the conditions 
on which aid is granted by this insti- 
tution framed with that view, but the 
personal influence of the officers and 
agents, and the publications of the. 
Soeiety, all tend to counteract the ten- 
dency to a fluctuating ministry—to 
place the ark of God, notin a tran- 
sient tabernacle, but in an abiding 


It isa fact worthy of deep conside- 


| ration, that a large portion of the min- 


istry of this country is not receiving. 
a support ‘sufficient to separate its 
thoughts and cares from worldly con- 
There is.a growing tempta- 
tion to forsake the altars where they 
minister, and to give their consecrated 
secular toils. for the sake 
of bread. . But for this Society, hun- 
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dreds would be obliged to do this—a 
fact, of which the partia! interruption 
of our operations the past year, has 
given painful proof, “Whoso will ob- 
serve these things, even he shall un- 
derstand the loving kindness of the 
Lord, in raising up this’ and similar 
institutions just in season for the pre- 
sent crisis.. Should this aid be with- 
drawn, how many would. be driven 
from the ministry to the toil and strife 
of commercial or political life! How 
would the sanctity of the’ sacerdotal 


office be thus impaired, and those who. 


remained inthe discharge of its duties 


be shorn of much of their influence || 


on the public, conscience! Let the 


churches remember, then, that the ap-! 


peal for. Home Missions, is not sim- 


ply a call on their sympathies in behalf 
of afew necessitous ministers, or fee- 


ble congregations, considered as so 


many individual objects of charity.| 


The subject has larger bearings: it is 
agrave question of church economy 
—it is whether the ministry shall be 
sustained.in permanent relations ; 
or whether it shall be compelled to 
become. migratory and changeful— 
whether it. shall resemble the flit- 
ting torchlight, gleaming at intervals 
across the. surrounding darkness; 
or whether it shall be like the light 
of day, that shines statedly, and shines 
upon all. If Home Missions are up- 
held, the stated ministry can be sus- 
tained. And if the ministry, in its 
life and spiritual power, be rendered 
permanent and all pervading, then, 
under God, the interests of truth and 
morals,of ourchurchesand our country, 
ARE SAFE, 


THE PROSPECT BEFORE US. 


In view of considerations like these 
we turn to the prospect before us, an 
inquire, with deep solicitude—shall an 
enterprise thus identified with the per- 

etuity of our civil institutions, the 

onor of the Redeemer, and the 
vation of multitudes which no man 
can number, be sustained? Shall the 
work upon which we have entered so 
auspiciously be carried forward by the 
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dreds of feeble churches are now look- 
ing to this Society for continued aid. 


in sustaining the institutions of the 


Gospel; and if this aid be not ren- 


dered, the voice of salvation must die 


away ontheirears.. Hundreds of des- 
titute churches are turning towards: 
us the eye of hope; and if the bread 
of life is broken to. them, it must be by 
those whom we shall commission to 
break it. Numerous and broad, also, 
are the regions of desolation where 
no churches exist—where no prophet’s 
warning voice is heard—where men 
live and die without the restraints, the. 
congolations, or the hopes of the Gos- 
pel. Nearly one half of the popula- 
tion of our conntry is yet but inade- 
quately supplied with the means of 
grace. And this population is in- 
creasing with a rapidity almost with- 
out-a parallel on the globe. . 

It should be remembered, also, that 
while we have been doing less the 
past year than the year previous to 
evangelize the land, the work to be 
done has been greatly increased. The 
same causes which have impoverished 
the rich and kept back their accustom- 
ed offerings, have made the poor still 
poorer. Many congregations that, by 
strenuous. effort, have hitherto kept 
themselves above dependence on chari- 
table aid, have been.so reduced, that 
they must either be enrolled as bene- 
ficiaries of this Society, or see the 
sanctuary of God closed against them 
and their children... Others, too, that 
had been placed by this Society in 2 
situation to sustain themselves, by the 
reverses of the times are again throwa 
upon our charity. Shall we say ‘to 


||them, Be ye instructed and blessed ; 


or shall we give them those things 
which are needful for their salvation ? 
Shall we speak to the destitute and 
the desponding in the language of en- 
couragement and hope; or ‘shall we 
tellthem that. our resources, are ex- 
hausted, and there is no help for them 
out of Zion? Shall our missionary 
brethren who have remained. at their 
posts, bearing their privations without 
amurmur, for Christ’s sake and the 


| kingdom of heaven’s sake, be cheered 
faith, and prayers, and benefactionsof|| 
the people of God ; or shall it be suf-' 
fered 'to languish and decline? Hun-’ 


on in their labors by our beneficence, 
or must they yield to their necessities 


and leave their little flocks to be seat- 
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tered as sheep upon the mountains? 


Shall we prosecute ‘our purpose of 


making this whole land Immanuel’s, 
or shall the great work cease ? | 

We throw out these inquiries for 
the serious 
friends of Home Missions. We wait 
to be directed by those whose servants 
We are, with respect to the duties they 
imply. We have no power to supply 
the wants of the needy, but such as 
we are to derive, day by day, from 
those to whom the Lord has. intrusted 
his goods. “We ask, then, every 
friend of his country and every friend 
of Christ, whether this Society shall 


still be the .almoner of his bounty ?| 


What is wealth hoarded up or spent 
in sumptuous living, when it may be 
employed in blessing God’s poor, and 
in peopling heaven with redeemed 
men? And who is so impoverished 
or embarrassed, even now, by all the 
reverses which he has encountered, 
that he has not something still to be 
invested, where a cup of cold-water 
shall in no wise lose its reward. —_ 
~ Could we entertain a serious doubt 
of the manner in which these appeals 
will be received, or of the responses 
which they will call forth, from the 
friends of humanity and of God, we 
should enter with sadness and despon- 
dency upon the labors of another year. 
But the providence of God gives a 
cheering aspect to the past, and his 
romises €ncourage us for the future. 

By the very embarrassments and perils 
which he has thrown around his cause, 


he has been binding it'to the hearts of} 


‘his children. He has been disciplining 
them by privation, and self-denial, 
and sacrifice, for the great work of a 
world’s conversion. He has ‘been 
teaching them that the silver, and the 
gold, and the cattle upon a thousand 

hills, are his. And in their great trial 
of affliction, they have rejoiced in the 
recollection that they were but stew- 
ards of God. And these cheerful 
offerings of pious hearts, from the 
highest to the humblest walks of life, 
embalmed with tears, and sanctified 
and made mighty, through God, by 
the effectual, fervent prayer, as they 


left not unblessed those who gave, so} 


they have not been received unaccom- 
panied with the favor of heaven: The 
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‘not soon be forgotten. 
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outpourings of the Spirit of God which 
have marked the history of the year, 


|| we love to record’ in connexion with 


the self-denial-and faith with which 
its operations have been sustained. 
The promptness and liberality with 
which the ¢laims of this cause have 
been met, while its friends have been 
pressed with their own wants, and 
darkness ‘has hung over their pros- 
pects; are grateful pledges that it shall 
: The large 
place which this year has shown it to 
have in the hearts of God’s people, 
and the tokens which it has received 


of his approbation, inspire us- ‘with 


higher hopes, in reference to the 
future, than could an overflowing 
treasury. If sanctified affection may 
but cluster around the work in which 


we are engaged—if the Lord of Hosts 


may but be with us, and the Godof 
Jacob be our refuge, then will we not 


fear, though the-earth be removed, and 


though the mountains ‘be carried into 


‘the midst of the sea. The fig-tree 


may not blossom, neither fruit be in 
the vine—the labor of the olive may 
fail, and the fields may yield no meat 
—the flock may be cut off from the 
fold, and there be no herd in the stalls 
—yet will we rejoice in the Lord, and 


joy in the God of our salvation. 


Mitton Banpcer, 
CHARLES FLALr, 
_ | Secretaries for Correspondence. 


ADDRESSES — 


DELIVERED AT THE LATE ANNIVERSARY « 
OF THE A. H M.S. 


Henry Dwieut, Esq., President of the 
A. H. M. S. on taking the chair addressed 
the Society asfollows:— ~ a) 


The object of this Society is sim- 
ple and grand.’ Looking far beyond 
the promotion,of the interests of a 
single denomination, it aims at the 
conversion of all who can be reached 
by its influence. has alee 

To accomplish this end it relies 
alone on the preaching of Christ 
crucified. Feeble as this is, in view 
of philosophy, it is appointed, and 
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sanctioned by infinite wisdom. All 


the means devised by men to renovate 
and improve the moral character of 


our race; such as cultivating the in-. 


tellect; polishing the manners, ad- 
vancing the arts, or correcting the 
abuses of government, have proved in- 
effectual. The deep abyss of depra- 
vity in the human heart has remained 
“unchanged, and its issues have been 
corrupt and deadly. But the doctrines 
of the Cross reach the inmost recesses 
of the heart, and, cleansing the source 
of moral action, purify the whole cur- 
rent of the life. Sotpete 
By adopting the means prescribed 
by the Omniscient, by sending the 
Missionary, by organizing and strength- 
ening churches, by locating perma- 
nent pastors, the Society has felt a 
moral certainty of success in the sal- 
vation of our countrymen, and has re- 


lied on the power of God, with hum-. 
ble and strong confidence, for efficient | 


aid. Nor has that aid been withheld. 
He has been with us. He whose in- 
fluence united us into a society, has 
guided and sustained our eer He 
has carried us through every difficulty 
arising from the wide-spread cholera, 
the mania of speculation, the re- 
verses of broken fortunes, and the des- 
pondency of discouraged hearts. He 
has imparted intelligence, and energy, 
and perseverance, to the men who 
have controlled our operations. He 
has been with our Missionaries. The 
gaia of the Gospel through the 
ips of the living teacher, through 
the tract and the Bible distributed, and 
through the Sabbath school, has been 
followed by the temperance pledge, 
the village spire, the order and mora- 
lity of society transformed under the 
influences of the Gospel, to become the 
support of law, government and reli- 
gion. 

Under the ministry of your Mission- 
aries, probably not less than 45,000 
have become the humble disciples of 
Christ, and are now sending a health- 
ful moral influence through the veins 
and arteries of our newly-formed 
churches, causing the wilderness to 
bud and blossom as the rose. 


. The Gospel. moulds the character, 
the habits, the purposes of these con-| 
verts, in a new country in which so- 
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ciety is now forming.. The impulse 


which is first given toapopulation by — 


establishing or rejecting the means of 
grace, is: felt by many generations. 
Most solemn and important is the in- 
fluence exerted by the founders of a 
new settlement, for good or for evil. 
Facts which bear full testimony to 


[this truth are every where seen ina 


new country. ‘The second generation 
has but just arisen in the western part 
of New-York. In one section, a com- 
parative disregard of religion, intem- 
perance sweeping half of the adult 
males to the grave, with all the degra- 
dation and wretchedness connected, 
with such a state, come down as a 
curse, arising from the folly and vices 
of the first settlers. In another, good 
order, intelligence, industry and piety, 
are the regular results of the ear 

planting of the Gospel, bequeathed by 
the fathers as a legacy to their chil- 
dren. ‘These are the uniform conse- 
quences; they continue from age to 
age, and multitudes, from succeeding 


generations, after a life of virtue, or a 


course of vice, ascend to heayen, or 
descend to hell, long after those who 
have laid the foundation of the joys of 
the one, or the sorrows of the other, 
have gone to their last reward. | 

. No part of the field of our Jabors 
has been more carefully cultivated 
than western New- Y ork. 240 churches 
lying west of the county of Onondaga, 
have been planted or nourished by 
this Society. These constitute more 
than.two thirds of the whole number 
of churches within these limits, of the 
denominations co-operating in this So- » 
ciety. During the last year, the 


|churches which have been aided by 


you have contributed almost the 


whole amount promised tothe Mis- 


sionaries laboring in this section; 
while the united efforts of all the con- 
gregations during 12 years, have pour- 
ed a surplus of $28,000 into the trea- 
sury. © pees nme 

The influence of our Society in this 
portion of our land, is seen in its meet- 
ing-houses, its revivals, its. morality 
and its energy in advancing the cause 
of Christ. Multitudes of its converts 
have already gone to plant new 
churches in the West. Thither is 
the population of our country, (though 


/ 
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for a moment checked,) borne in a. 
deep and rapid stream ; increasing, at 
the rate ofa state, containing half a 


million each year, or of a, congregation 
of 1,500 persons each day; and ad- 
vancing in’a compound ratio, the pro- 
gress is so rapid as to stagger belief. 


To every new and eligible location 


our Missionaries must follow them, 


and impart that Gospel, and cultivate } 
that piety which has the promise of 
the life which now is, and of that} 


which is tocome. A better opportu- 
nity was never presented to Christian 
exertion, to produce the noblest re- 
sults to this and future generations, 
for present virtue and happiness, and 


for the glories of immortal life—to 


turn the energies of our country to 
Christianity, and thus diffuse it through 
the world. | % | 

‘With these views of the momentous 
interests connected with a Society 
which unites so much _ intelligence 
and moral worth; which comprises 
those whom I venerate and love ; with 
whom for many years I have cordially 
acted; I take the chair, with gratitude 
to the Society for this mark. of kind- 
ness and confidénce, with a deep sense 


- of my entire inability, in the eye of 


the public, to fill the place of one whose 
virtues have embalmed his character 
in the esteem of the wise and good, 
with reliance on God to enable me to 
contribute to its efficiency, and with 
my heartfelt prayer to him, that wis- 
dom may always guide its councils, 
and success attend all its operations. 
It is a great work, in which we have 
enlisted for life, and which many, we 
trust, will promote, not only by their 
liberality when living ; but, in the final 
~ division of their property, provide for the 
advancement of the kingdom of Christ 
‘on earth, long after they have begun 


to partake of its joysin heaven. Itis 


‘a work which will receive the prayers, 
the efforts, and the property of our 


‘sons, whieh must be sustained by ex- 


ertions never to be relaxed until every 
‘part of our land shall enjoy the full 
‘blessing of the Gospel of Christ. 
. Obeying the last command of our 
Saviour, ‘ 

‘ing the means which he has prescri- 
bed; relying on his pledge, “ Lo I am 
“with you,” we lab yr for no uncertain 


Preach the Gospel ;” adopt- 
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result. We wish the increase of the 
labors and success of our brethren, in 
the same wide field, a thousand fold. 
The progress of real piety will injure 
no evangelical denomination. . The 
conversion of every inhabitant of our 
country would insure the highest pros- 
perity of all. Depending upon the 
promise of Him who cannot lie, more 
extended exertions, and greater re- 
‘sults, are confidently expected. He 
who, the past year, has imparted to 
the widow the will to cast in her 
mite ; to the man of business, strug- 
gling in difficulty, the heart to bestow 
from his diminished income; and to the 
Missionary the self-denial to endure 
labor and privation, will never, we 
trust, forsake us. _He has carried us 
through a year of reverses, and pecu- 
niary loss before ,uanknown, in our 
country. With unfeigned gratitude it 
should still be remembered, that amid 
all the perplexities and embarrass- 
ments of the year, it has nevertheless 
been a year of revivals, a season of 
the power of the Holy Ghost. Thus, 
indeed, has the wall been builded in 
troublous times. Our confidence for 
future years is in the unchanging 
goodness of him in whose hand are 
the hearts and the property of all. 
That this Society may go on with 
increasing power and success, until 
| great voices from heaven shall say, 
“ the kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ, and he shall reign for ever 
|| and ever,” is our ardent prayer. 


ee 


Rey. Wa. Apams, of New-York, address- 
ed the Society in support of the following 
resolution : 


t 


- Resolved, That thanks are due to 
‘the Head of the Church for sustain- 
ing this Society in the times of dark- 
ness and trial, and for making tts 
embarrassments the occasion of de- 
veloping the graces of his ministers 


and people. 


Mr. Prestosnr—The circumstan- 
}ces under which we were assembled 
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a year ago were peculiarly disastrous. 
An air of gloom pervaded. this whole 
community unprecedented in its his- 
tory ; and men’s hearts were failing 
them because of fear, and from look- 
ing for those things which were to 
cometopass. ‘T'he very day on which 
this Society held its last anniversary, 
beheld this city in consternation and 
mourning, in view of a worthless cur- 
rency and a ruined credit. Under 
such circumstances, it would have ar- 
sued the strangest presumption and 
infatuation in the church of Christ, if 
she had failed to inquire what. was 
the probable effect which this great 
national calamity would produce on 
the benevolent enterprises ‘of the 
church.. That inquiry was urged with 
great solicitude. Through the good- 
ness of God we have reached the close 
of this memorable year, and are now 


convened to set up our memorial of 


praise to God, for what he has done 
for the cause in which we are en- 
gaged. ‘Tosay that we have survived 
the year, is to say but half that is true; 
we have been enlarged, and blessed, 
and greatly benefitted. The porten- 
tous cloud which we so much dreaded, 
has not only left us unharmed, but 
we have had the gentle shower, 
and now the brilliant bow. It is as 
true of associations as individuals, 
that it is good, very good, to be 
afflicted ; and such has been the effect 
of the great trial of afflictions which 
has befallen the church, that I doubt 
not we have already reached a new 
level in all benevolent enterprises. 
Christian principle has been deve- 
loped which must insure a more vigo- 
rous and successful action in future. 
For the time being it may seem to 
be otherwise. There may appear to 
be stagnation and retrogression. But 
it is notso. There may be little eddies 
in the great stream; the stream itself 
may for a time be dammed up, but all 
the while its waters‘are gathering 
greater depth and force, and ere long 


will sweep away every obstacle, and 


prove their augmented power. While 
political economists, therefore, are 
busy in speculating upon the effects of 
recent calamities on our social insti- 
‘tutions, it would be most ungrateful, 
unwise and wicked, if we failed as 
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Christians to discern the benefits 
which.have:resulted from them on the 
people of God. Perhaps he saw, in 
times of great. prosperity, and abun- 
dance, and liberality, too little of in- 
ward attachment to him and his 
cause. The seed sprung up quickly, 
because it had no depth of earth; and, 
lest it should be scorched and wither- 
ed away, God in mercy has hid the 
sun with clouds, and sent the storm, 
that, by its friendly violence, the roots 
might strike the deeper. it 

If I were to undertake, with any 
degree of system, to specify the desi- 
rable effects of affliction on this So- 
ciety, I should refer, first of all, to the 
Missionaries themselves. Their own 
piety has been increased, their confi- 
dence in God strengthened, and their 
usefulness greatly augmented. 

Early in the season it became ne- 
cessary, in consequence. of deficiency 
in the funds, to address a circular to 
the Missionaries apprising them of the 
straits into which the Society. had 
been brought. Although the Com- 
ittee did not require, but simply re- 
guested the Missionaries, if possible, 
to withhold their drafts for awhile ; 
yet, almost without exception, the sa- 
crifice was voluntarily made, and made 
in a most noble, cheerful, and Christ- 
like spirit. These men were by no 
means strangers to self-denial before. 
They had consecrated themselves to 
the cause. of Christ under circum- 
stances most of all fitted to try and 
dishearten them, but which, because 
unseen and.unapplauded, are appre- 
ciated .by very few. Milton complain- 
ed, in his day, that men were so ear- 
nest in celebrating their great destroy- 


ers, that the better fortitude of patience 


and heroic endurance was left unsung. 
There is a “ living sacrifice” which 
is more illustrious than the dying self- 
devotion of martyrdom. . It requires 
more strength to sustain the heart, in 
the weary trials of many a life, than 
in the short agony of any death. If 
we would appreciate the conduct of 
your Missionaries in the recent emer- 
gencies of the Society, visit some one 
of them, recall his history, and admire, 
With talents fitted for display, and an 
education and prospects which would 
have led to honor, he sacrificed all, 


a 2 ae eur 
itis well for the disciple to be as his 


- Missionaries now on the table of your 


and commending himself and family 


though he was rich, for our sakes be- 
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and went forth, like Jeremiah, to weep 
and pray in the wilderness. At no 
time had he expected’ or obtained 
more than a bare subsistence. From 
the beginning he had accustomed him- 
self to frugality, self-denial, and hard- 
ship. Thus had he been toiling for 
many years in ‘the service of Christ. 
Under thesecireumstances, he receives 
a communication from your Commit- 
tee informing him that the: treasury 
was overdrawn; that Christians at 
the East had become so straitened, 
that, if practicable, he must not rely 
upon them any more for aid. It would 
not be strange if the first effect of this 
intelligence was greatly to depress 
him. What can he do?’ He is cut 
off from all other means of support. 
He is in the midst of a poor and un- 
settled population. . He thinks of his 
wife and children, and the coming 
Winter, and his heart fails him, But 
he remembers that he is a Christian. 
He kneels down before that God who 
feeds the raven and clothes the lily, 


sympathy like this, They rejoice 
rather, as did the apostle, in their suf- 
ferings for Christ’s sake. Indeed, Mr. 
President, nothing has occurred in re- 
cent years soremarkably to revive the 
spate and manner, and equal the, min- 
oled patience and joy of primitive 
Christians, as the conduct.of some of 
your Missionaries during this great 
emergency. I have been forcibly re- 
|, minded, in reading their letters, of a 
-similar letter written by David Brai- 
nerd, when he was a Missionary in 
what was then western New-York. 
“T live,” said he, “in the most lonely 
desert, about eighteen miles from Al- 
bany. My diet consists chiefly of 
boiled corn, and bread baked in the 
ashes. My lodging is a little heap of 
straw, laid upon some boards a little 
above the ground; for it is a log room, 
without any floor, that Llodge in. In 
these circumstances I feel sweetly re- 
signed, and bless God as much as if I 
were aking. I would not exchange 
my present mission for any other busi- 
ness in the world.” Such has been 
‘the spirit—I had almost said, the lan- 
guage of your Missionaries during the © 
past winter. Noble men! They have 
exemplified. that religion they have 
preached to others, and walked in the 
‘steps of that Master they have loved. 
Self-denying men! TJ'hey have borne 
this Society through its greatest diffi- 
culties. Let the self-indulgent, com- 
plaining Christian, look at them, and 
be ashamed. Obscure and unapplaud- 
-ed as.they have’ been, never have they 
been so happy in well-doing ; the Sa- 
viour’s promise having in part been 
fulfilled already: ‘ Whosoever. for- 
saketh father and mother, house and 
jlands, for my sake, and the Gospel’s, 
shall receive an hundred fold more ia 
this life, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.” Give me the happiness 


ry 


of that man who wears outa toilsome 


to his kind protection, bids distrust 
begoné, and makes new trial of his 
ministry. He thinks of Him, who, |) 


came poor, and his heart responds that 


Master, the servant as his Lord. Even 
he proceeds yet further in retrench- 
ment and self-denial. -He parts with 
the few articles of taste which he 
brought with him from his distant: 
home, endeared to him, perhaps, by 
many tenderassociations. Shall I say 
it? He disposes of a necessary part 
of his ‘clothing in order to buy bread 
for his family. This is no fiction. 
There are letters from many of the 


secretaries, stating, in modest terms, 
the privations which they had) suffer- | 
ed; and if considerations of delicacy 
would allow me to read them before || life in the service of Christ, and if I 
this assembly, I am sure there would} must share his bed of straw, and his 
not be a heart here which would not|| hard and scanty crust, abundant shall 
throb with admiration at their. noble} be my reward; 
endurance, nor aneye which was not} °° 
moistened with the tear of pity for| 
their distress. Pity didI say? Ire-||. 
call that word. “The men who suffer || 
thus for the. sake of the Lord Jesus, | 
are above the reach and the need of} 


He who ne’er eats his bread with sighs, 
Or, through the live-long night, _ 

Ne’er weeping on his pillow lies, 
Knows not divine delight. 
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» Ye souls elect. and blessed! 
ete wek!. ai * é 
Draw near andleaye behind | __ 
What men call good and gain,’ 
And prove the joy refined— . 
The blessedness of pain. 
‘How sweet, when thus distressed, : 
Uf love the cross endure, 
How great the bliss, how pure, 
Can never be expressed. 


As might have been expected under 
such circumstances, the Missionaries 
have. been greatly..blessed in their 
work. They have felt their depen- 


dence on. God. They have been shut} 


up to. prayer. They have felt more 
the grand object of their ministry, and 
to. this. have they given themselves 
wholly. In answer to their.prayers, 
the Spirit of God has crowned their 
labors. with success.» And. does not 
this call for devout gratitude 2: Is not 
this the end and object of all our 
appointments and instrumentality ? 
Which state are we to regard as the 
one of greater prosperity; that, when 
- the treasury is full, and the Missiona~ 
ries well paid, and yet. the churches 
desolate as the dry and thirsty land 
where no, water ls, given. over to 
wranglings, divisions, and * worldli- 
“ness; or, on the other hand, when 
money is scarce, and fears, and weep- 
ings, and tremblings many ; but, in 
consequence of affliction, great pray er- 
fulness and striving with God, and the 
descent of the Spirit;on the churches 
as dew on Hermon, and as the dew on 
the mountains of Zion? _ 

As to the manner in which the 
churches have responded to the wants 
of your treasury, surely we have oc- 
casion to recognise the agency of Al- 
mighty God. For, consider, sir, that 
this Society has no permanent funds 
on which to.rely ; neither has it any 
ecclesiastical connexions. It has no- 
thing under God te:sustain it, but the 
sympathies and affections of God’s 

eople. That these affections have 

een specially awakened, is evident 
from the fact, that in a season of un- 
exampled pecuniary embarrassment, 


the-contributions in aid of this a 


have been so» unexpectedly liber 
Hold an inflammable object over a 
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)) lamp, and the flame will suddenly rise 


up to meet. it. And no sooner were 
the many touching tales from: your 
Missionaries made public, than a thou- 
sand hearts responded. at once, and 


||eommenced the practice of a special 


self-denial on their behalf. The very 
first contribution, after the appeal 
made by thé Committee, was from a 
poor widow and her orphan children, 
who, in their, loneliness,.had been 
deeply affected by the pathetic story 
of a Missionary’s privations. 
Facts have abundantly proved, that 
it is not in times of great prosperity. 
that the largest. number habitually. 
contribute to objects of philanthropy ; 
and though it may be true, that during 
the year just passed, so many large 
donations have not been made by rich 
men out of their abundance ; yet, pro- 
bably, at no time have so many diffe- 
rent individuals learned to feel, and 
pray, and give in behalf of this Society. 
Since giving depends on the feelings 
of one’s heart, rather than the means 
which he actually possesses, it is far 
from being true that liberality bears 
any proportion to the increase of 
wealth. The reverse is palpably the 
case most generally.. Among the 
many interesting experiments made __ 
on steam by our countryman Perkins _ 
in London, to the astonishment of the 
scientific world, it is reported that he 
could heat it to sucha degree of inten- 
sity—to such an absolute white heat— 
that on opening a valve it would not 
escape at all; and it was not till the 
temperature of the boiler was lowered 
somewhat, that the steam’ began audi- 
bly to issue; and its greatest impetu- 
osity was not attained till the tempe- 
rature had fallen yet more considera- 
bly. I know not on what scientific 
principle this fact may be accounted 
for, but I know it is just so with the 
minds of men. In times of great stir 
and prosperity, they become so ex- 
cited, and inflated, and lifted up, that 
they have little to spare; and it is not 
till God humbles, disappoints, and 
‘subdues them, that they learn to give 
from Christian principle, and on Chris- 
tian system. The active virtues of 
beneficence' and liberality, are the 
daughters of affliction, as well as the 
passive graces of submission and pa- 
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tience. Grapes must be crushed to 


give out their wine, and. the heart of 


man must be put under heavy pres- 


sure before it will give out all the wine 


and oil of its.charity. 


The Rev. Georan Snepand, Professor in 
the Theological Seminary at Bangor, Maine, |} 


addressed the Society in support of the fol- 
lowing resolution : : 


Resolved, That the men who are 
laboring in the Home, Missionary 
field, do, at the present time, empha- 
tically need, and should promptly 
receive, the sympathies and substan- 
tial aid of the Christian community. 


In other words, Mr. President, it 1s 
the duty of the churches to sustain 
the Missionaries they have sent forth 
into the home field, by timely and 
adequate contributions. Allow. me, 
sir, rapidly to state a few reasons in 
favor of this duty; and I begin with 
the character of the men. 

We should sustain these men, be- 
cause they are really valuable and 
worthy. We mean no flattery by this 
remark. Nor is it said that they are 
all equally able and energetic. We 
do say, from personal knowledge, and 
from testimony; that they are, as a 
body, a worthy and noble class of men. 
They are men of discipline and re- 
sources; men, we trust, of deep. and 
healthful piety. There are among 
them, men who would do good in any 
field, fill and adorn any station; men 
of argument, of eloquence, of strength, 
adequate to prepare, take up, and lay 
down, the massive materials demand- 
ed for the foundation of the new Chris- 


tian edifices which they have projected 


ahd are rearing. Indeed the work re- 
quires a good proportion of strong 
men. The notion has gone by, and 
down to merited contempt, the prepos- 
terous notion, that feeble, unfurnished 
men—shallow, ranting men—are good 
enough for the new settlements. Sir, 
they are good for nothing for these set- 
tlements. What can such men do in 
arresting HRenmnctnd and moulding 


the rough, shrewd, wakeful spirits 


which navigate our rivers, fell our 
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forests, and» scale our’ mountains ? 
Just nothing at all? We want not 
such men; thank God we have not 
guch men; but men who can think, 
reason, and plead; who know the 
truth and love it, and who can pour it 
forth in clearness and power, and com- 
mend themselves to the minds and 
consciences of those who hear. Hav- 
ing such men, they are worthy of our 
confidence and support; they ought to 
receive them. } wr 
» Again; we should sustain these 
men, because they are actually doing 
great good. They are doing good 
intellectually. ° Wherever they labor 
they raise the standard, and diffuse 
the blessings of education. They are 
doing good spiritually. Wherever 
they labor, souls are enlightened and 
converted, which, ‘but for their efforts, 
would probably» have plunged, un- 
warned, into a miserable eternity. By 
these spiritual labors and successes, 
and in other ways, they do good mo- 
rally. ‘They are changing a bold and 
corrupting ‘scepticism, into .a correct, 
Christian belief. They are checking 
the waves of intemperance, and giving 
strength and prevalence to the princi- 
ples of order, purity, and right. They 
have reared up churches from the most 
doubtful beginnings, in regions of be- 
fore unbroken’ desolation; churches 
which are a light to the dark places 
about them, and which have alread 
begun, themselves, to send throug 
the land and the world a remunera- 
tive, redeeming influence, on the prin- 
ciple, freely they have received, freely 
they mean to give. FATTER 
These men are doing good to our 
country. Whilst they are laboring to 
save souls, they are laboring effec- 
tually for the saving of our country. 
We well know that the religion and 
morality which they diffuse are the 
only sure, conservative elements of 
our institutions. \ We well know that 
the ignorance, the vice, the infidelity, 
the heated and surging passions, the 
roused and wrathtul energies of le- 
pravity which they are diminishing 
and removing, are the most deadly 
foes of our peace and progress. So 
far as they substitute for these light 
and truth, and the love of God and 
man, so fast and certainly do they con- 
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fer benefits upon, and ensure stability 
to our country. Such is the substan- 
tial good these men are doing. It is 
true, they are in obscurity, in many 
instances toiling on almost unknown; 

et God sees, and angels see and re- 
joice -over their spiritual achieve- 
ments; and when the awards of eter- 
nity are declared, there will doubtless 
be reverses, which, to anticipate here, 
would really amaze us. Many that 


“Care first shall be last, and the last 


shall be first.”. We say, then, these 
men should be sustained, because they 
are doing good. . 

We say further, these men should 
be sustamed, that they may do still 
greater good. By promptly and ade- 
quately sustaining them, we shall 


vastly increase their capabilities of 


usefulness. This leads me to speak 
of the temporal circumstances of a 
very considerable proportion of these 


men. What is uttered will be uttered 


advisedly. It isnot too strong to say, 
that with many it has been, for months 
past, an unbroken scene of oppressive, 
yea, beggarly poverty. Of one Mis- 
sionary we have been told, who was 
obliged to part with an important por- 
tien of his clothmg in order to procure 
food for his family. _ Another writes: 
“We have not had bread to eat for 
several days together, and should not 
have had.even potatoes, had I not first 
labored for some of the farmers to earn 
them.” Another says: ‘My beloved 
wife is laboring under that dreadful 
disease, the secrofula,and in order to 
get necessaries into the house, and 
pay for help, I have had to dig my po- 
tatoes, and carry them with my one 
horse-wagon, twenty miles distant, 
and sell them out from door to door.” 
I might quote further, but these will 
answer for specimens of missionary 
privation. It is not because they are 
‘dull, inefficient-men, that they are 
brought into these straits. It is be- 
cause they are not promptly and ade- 
quately paid. It is because the Chris- 
tian community does not furnish the 
requisite means, that they are driven 
‘such extreme resorts, and then to 
‘contracting of debts, which they 
afterward find they cannot seasonably 
discharge. tis . 
Now, it should. be considered that 
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they are men of sensibility. They 
feel. this abandonment. The Chris- 
tian father feels for his family when 
he sees the cruel probability as near 
that a child may cry to-him for bread, 
and he be obliged, if he give him 
aught, to give himastone. It should 
be further considered, that they are 
men of conscience. At least, we be- 
lieve they are men of character and 
uprightness; and we should try to 
keep them so, really and seemingly. I 
doubt not it is the most distressing of 
all their trials, that they cannot fulfil 
their word in seasonably paying their 
debts—debts contracted to keep off 
still longer the crisis of starvation— 
that they are shut up before the world 
to. a sort of compulsory dishonesty ; 
that they are expected to preach truth 
when they are bound, with links of 
iron necessity; to a life of seeming 
falsehood. If all were good and rea- | 
sonable men, there would be compara- 
tively no difficulty, no peril to charac- 
ter. But all are not such men. There 


lare unreasonable and wicked men, 


who greedily seize upon any pretext 
to cover with reproach the hated ser- 
vants of Jesus, and cut, if they -can, 
the sinews of their influence. Now, 


|sir, when our brethren see these 


things—want environing them, debt 
hanging over them, even character in 
jeopardy, it is no wonder they are 
troubled and distressed. To the man 
of sensibility and conscience, to the » 
true minister of Christ, these things 
together make upa trial heavy enough, 
it would seem, to break and crush 
down the very frame-work of the 
mind. ~ nhs oh 
With this load upon ‘him, with his 
mind and heart thus diverted, distract- 
ed, oppressed, how can the Missionary 
preach? He cannot preach as he 
ought to preach; as, in tolerable cir- 
cumstances, the endowments. and 
grace of God would enable him to 
preach. If relieved so far as to be 
able to bring his energies freely to the 
work, he would do vastly more for the 
glory of God, and the redemption of 
men, than it is possible for him to do 
under these shackling and galling em- 
barrassments. Ought not, then, the 
minister and the Missionary, if practi- 
cable, to be relieved, and kept relieved, 
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not merely for their own comfort, but 
that-they may employ their powers for 
Christ ‘in rescuing the perishing from 
hell ? ; ley 5 y 
There is another thing, direct duty 
to Christ, who requires—and doubt- 
less he requires it as the means of their 


greater usefulness—that his ministers | 


be sustained by those who employ 
them. Here we wish to have it dis- 
tinctly understood, that we are con- 
structing no personal, selfish. plan, 
with a view to the minister’s greater 
comfort and interest. This matter is 
alluded to, because there are senti- 
ments, and a practice in the commu- 
nity, very widely at variance with the 
laws of Christ, and very hard in their 
bearing, both upon the minister and 
the Missionary.. There are some, who, 
while they acknowledge their duty to 
furnish the preacher with a living, in- 


sist upon it that itis his duty to get 
along upon as little as: will decently. 
keep-him alive. While the minister’s |. 
right to a support is conceded, it is con- 
tended, practically at least, sometimes 
stoutly contended, that he has no right 

to a single husk beyond. I have really | 


known men to bring into'requisition 
all their arithmetic, im order to cypher 
out:the lowest terms upon which ex- 
istence can ‘be tolerabl 
and when the small, pitiable, preca- 
rious footing has been reached, they 
have gone to work, and, with iron 
power, and uncringing sinew, and un- 


servant of Jesus to the estimated, bare, 
and coarse necessity. Sir, these sen- 
timents, and this practice, are, in my 
judgment, palpable rebellion against 
the equitable law of Christ, founded 


onthe maxim that the laborer is wor- 


thy of his hire; and there can be but 


little doubt that, in retribution of this | 
lgreat clearness and ‘force to the on 


offence, the dew of the divine bless- 
ing. may be, and actually is, withheld 
from some fields of pastoral and mis- 


sionaty labor. It is RicaT-that Christ 


be obeyed in this.just and benevolent 
requisition. It is ric, further, that 
the laborers be compensated promptly, 
and according to agreement. == 
Again. Jt is ricut, that the Chris- 
tian in easier and freer circum- 
stances, assunie; or rather take off a 


portion of the load whichis weighing 
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down the Missionary to the earth. 
If there is ‘sacrifice, in carrying the 
Gospel to the destitute, it is not right 
that the whole heavy amount be im- 
posed upon the self-denying laborer 
who goes. It is right, before heaven, 
that we divide, as far as we can, the 
sacrifice with him. Let me illustrate. 
There is a brother in a new and diffi- 
cult field. The work is hard; the 
trials many and bitter; the support 
exceedingly slender and precarious. 
He has talents‘and acquisitions which 
would insure him at once an eligible 
and conspicuous position, if he would 


| but seek it.. Perhaps, under the com- 


bined and exhausting pressure of labor 
and anxiety, he is contemplating a 
change ‘into more tolerable circum- 
stances. But, “no,” says a goodman 
near, and who knows all these facts, 
‘he must not leave that field; it isan 
important post, he is doing great good 
there; itis his duty tostay.” = 

We reply tothis conscientious good 
man, looking out from the circle of his 
comforts, perhaps opulence, upon the 
toiling straitened Missionary, if it is 
his duty to stay, it is your duty tohelp 
to sustain him.’ Itis no more his duty 
to stay, than it is yours to help to sus- 
tain him. If you insist that he ought 
still longer to carry that load, you 
ought to aid in so far lightening it, 
that it will not break him down. You 
have no right to insist upon his stay- 


|ing, and then abandon him to starving. 
feeling heart, have screwed down the | 


The same bonds of entire consecra- 
tion to Christ hold you, which hold 
him. . They are strong and absolute 5 
and unalterable in your case as in the 
case of the Missionary.. We say, then, 


|to the man of competent means, ought 
|you not to take off a little portion of 


the Missionary’s too heavy load ? 
It is a consideration which gives 


of relieving these men, that the diff- 
culties and trials inseparable from 
their work, are sufficiently over- 
whelming without any unnecessary 
outward pressure. They have, in 
many instances, to breast almost alone, 
a vast, and but for the help of heaven, 
an overpowering opposition. They 
have often to stand up against, and 
turn back ,if they can, huge floods of 
iniquity and reproach. Theirs is the 
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hard, heavy, preparation. work ; the 


straightening and scoring of rou gh and. 


ungainly materials, for the rising r build- 
ing of God. Theirs it is, to bring 
down mountains, and lift up valleys, 
and roll out rocks, and hew upon 
gnarled oaks of Bashan, in order to 
prepare the way for the conquering 
chariot of Zion’s King., Their work 
being such, so tasking, so engrossing 
to the energies, ought they not, if prac- 
ticable, to be relieved from all gratul- 
tous burdens? They. do assuredly 
need all the strength they have, and 


all we can pray upon them, to do the || 


things resting on their hands. 

Sir, I have remembered all along, in 
my remarks, that the present are dark 
and hard times. This furnishes no 
sufficient excuse for withholding relief; 
for the times are darker and harder to 
the Missionary than to us. - While 
with us it is twilight, and we trust a 
morning twilight, with him, in many 
instances, it is dense, black midnight. 
There is ability in the church, even 
now, to.sustain the, Missionary—all 
who are in the field, and all who will 
go. She ought to doit—she must do 
it ; lether doit, and Gop WILLBLEss HER. 


" FIELDS OF DESOLATION. 


“or all the fields which demand ihe Labtts 
of Home Missionary societies, none are so 
difficult to cultivate as those which have 


been previously subjected, to bad culture. As, 


in farming, an exhausting process may take 
away the fertility of the finest soil, and leave 
it in a state less inviting than the wilderness 


; itself, so the spiritual husbandman some- 


times finds the moral susceptibilities of his 
field “ used up” by the unskilful manage- 
ment of his predecessors, That this is no 
imaginary evil, many ef our Missionaries 


‘know to their sorrow. They frequently 


complain that the ground has been, perhaps 
many years ago, burnt over by the fires of 
fanaticism ; and that, as “the consequence, 
an opposite evil has succeeded, and. ever 
since, a stagnant atmosphere—the malaria 
of Antinomianism—has brooded over the 
region, and the ground is dry and barren as 
the desert. These are the fields where the 
work is hard, and the fruits are few. The 
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enjoyment of success can sustain a man 
under almost any toils and trials. But to 
labor even to faintness, to wait, and watch, 
and see‘one hope after another expire; to 
give up one plan, and then another, and ano- 
ther, without seeing any result; to find the 
main pillars of the church rotten, the very 
officers that should aid him, worldly, tip- 
pling, Sabbath- breaking men, and suffering 
these vices to flourish under the shadow of 
their influence ;. to see the , discipline of 
Christ’s house relaxed, and to have the con- 
viction roll like. a wintry wave over the 
heart, that these evils must exist for an in- 
definite period, for want of a moral senti- 
ment in the church sufficient to suppress 
them—these things make the spirit sink. 
And yet the servant of Christ must not flee. 
He has no dispensation by which he may 
shrink from trials. Cross-bearing is his 
profession; and there he must labor on till 
God send a blessing from on high, or the 


door of egress is opened. by the same hand 1 


that placed him there, 

Disclosures are sometimes made, of a 
character to show that such a dark and 
dreary state of the church is no unnatural 


| result of the training to which she has been 


subjected. A Missionary of the Society, in 
enumerating the obstacles which oppose his 
usefulness, states the following facts: “ Ano- 
ther back-set to this people, has arisen from 


the inconsistencies and unholy lives of many 
of their ministers in a former day. From 
an aged and intelligent mémber of our 
church I have obtained the following mourn- 
ful piece of history—enough to cripple the 
church in this region for acentury. The Rey, i 
‘Messrs. D. and T. were intemperate ; Mr. o 


Mr. H., and Mr. H., were lewd; Mr. Bi cara: 


ed Socinian; Mr. W. was quarrelsome; Mr. 


S. was intemperate. There were others who, 
by their worldly spirit and severity towards 
their servants, did no good, yet kept clear of 
discipline. And at this day, above a score 
of churches, now in ruins, or closed. for 
years, tell of the hardening process to which 
this population has been subjected.” ek 
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HOW THE CAUSE STANDS. 


The TWELFTH ANNiveRsary of the Ames 


rican Home Missionary Society is now past, 


ae 


“fulness of the Parent Society in strengthen- 


the pecuniary pressure. 
which this pressure embarrassed the Society 


well as in former numbers of this work. It 


sondl intercourse, speak the language of 


-embarrassments of last year have made 
great numbers of feeble churches, 
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In the preceding columns of the present 
number we have given the Report at length, 
with the exception, of the list of Mis- 
sionaries. To this Report, and to the accom- 
panying notice of the anniversary, we refer 
our readers for a general view of the past 
year, and of the gracious manner in which 
God has conducted this institution to the 
commencement of another missionary year. 

We wish now to throw out a few remarks 
concerning the position of the Society, and 
its duties and prospects in reference to future 
action. 

‘is The Society is in a healthy and vigo- 
rous state. Fears were entertained, during 
the trying months which we have just passed 
through, that ‘the arrangements of the So- 
ciety would be so broken up ds to impair its 
vigor. This is not the fact. Thanks to the 
guiding hand of God, the various agencies 
of the Society, for collections and for ad- 
vice, are in full organization, and as well 
manned as at any previous period. ‘The 
auxiliaries are attached to the Society by 
ties of increasing confidence; and ‘the use- 


ing the auxiliaries, was never more appre- 
ciated. And it is gratifying to find, that 
amid all the discouraging circumstances 
which threatened the last year to depress 
the Home Missionary cause, none seem to 
have had that effect, except the severity of 
The manner in 


is fully set forth in the Annual Report, as 
ratifying to find that all the friends of 
nis cause, in their correspondence and per- 


cheerfulness ‘and courage. 
2. The work now demanding our imme- 
Wiate attention has greatly increased. The 


They 
have also prevented the usual annual pro- 
portion 0 of churches from rising out of the 
list of dependant, into that of self-sustain- 
ing churches: The same causes have pre- 
vented the sending of Missionaries to the 
new states: The present year, therefore, 
comes upon us with its own accumulated 
labors to be done, and a large portion of 
work left over from the last year, to be ac- 
complished in this: This Society must 


June, 
therefore, double its diligence. All our aux- 
iliaries must be on the alert. Those entrust- 


ed with the care of particular sections of the 
great field must begin early—must see to it 
that arrangements for locating ministers in 
the destitute congregations, ate set on foot 
without delay, as well as provision made for 
the necessary expense. The Agents of the 


| Society are reminded of their duty to pro- 


mote these objects, and especiallyto use its 
patronage in favor of the permanent esta- 
blishment of Gospel institutions, rather than 


| for mere temporary supplies. 


3. Collections in aid of this cause are 
needed in the beginning of the year, not 
only to enable the Executive Committee to 
act intelligently in making appropriations 
for the future, but especially to redeem the 
pledges already made, and to pay the drafts 
of the Missionaries for labor already per- 


formed. The small amountin the treasury 


on ‘the Ist of May, is already expended, and 


the necessities of the Society are urgent. It 


is, therefore, especially desired, that all ba- 
lances in the hands of Agents, and of the 


) treasurers of auxiliaries, wit be forwarded 


without delay. ; 

4. To the feeble churches; to the Mis- 
sionaries who have applied: for a renewal of — 
their appointments, and upon whose cases 
no action has yet been had; and to minis- 
ters who applied to be sent to the West, ~ 
but who were put off ih consequence of the 
pressure, we would address the language of 
encouragement. If our appeals to the 
churches for funds should meet with the re- 
sponse which we anticipate, it will not be 
long: before a more definite reply may be ex- 
pected. But should negligence and apa- 
thy prevent our friends from early atten- 
ding to the claims of the Missionaries, and 
of the waste places of the land, we cannot 


express the fears we entertain of the disasters 


which may befal the cause. he trials of 
many congregations have been continued to 
the last. point of enduranee.. If they cannot 
have help, they must give up—they can sus- 
tain the struggle no longer. So also with 

many of the Missionaries. Upon the next 
letter we sehd them may depend, in some 
cases, the detision of the question, whether 
they shall labor on in the voeation to which 
Christ and the churches have called them, 
and to which their own souls are bound by 
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the tenderest ands t ties ; or whether 
those ties shall asunder by the hard 
hand of necessity, and they shall turn away 
to worldly callings for the sake of a living. 
What the character of our letters shall be, 
remains, under God, with our readers-to de- 
termine. But our hopes are strong.“ We 
see so much in the Bible, and in the dealings 
of Providence, that impresses us that the 
Lord’s hand is leading on this Society, and 
his Spirit owning its operations, that we 
cannot doubt the result, ; 
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NOTICE... © 


It frequently occurs’ that Missionaries ‘in- 
sert, in their letters to the Society, receipts 
or acknowledgmen ts of money, drafts on the 
treasury, or directions to have payments 
made on their account. Tt would be a great 
convenience if such items were put by them- 
selves at the close of the reports, without 
any writing on the back, so that they may 
be separated, if necessary, and fie as 
vouchers. 
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Appointments by the Executive Commitiee of the A. H. M. S, from April 5th to. 
May 15th, 1838. . 


Re-appointed, 
Rev. Eva Evans, Leyden, Lewis Co., N.Y. 
Rey. Joseph Vance, Boonton, N. J. 
Rev. Samuel Payne, Chester, Meigs Co., Ohio. 
Rev. Benjamin Russell, Hornelisville, N. Y. 
Rev.S&. Sessions, Eden, N. % 
Rev. Z. Eddy, Sheridan, N. Y. 
Rev. A. Lilly, Newfield, N. Y. 
Rev. Eli Hyde, Pike, N.Y. 
Rey. P. L. De St. Croix, Highlands, N.Y, 
Rev. Julius A. Reed, Warsaw, Il. 
Rev, J. M. Davis, Fairmount, (Philad.) 
Rev. J. M. Bear, Marple, Penn. - 
Rev. John Smith, Chester, Penn. 
Rev. James W. Dale, 13th Ch., Philadelphia. 
Rey, L. H. Van Dyck, Cairo, N. -? 


¥ 


| Rev. B. Matthias, Cong’l Chs. Wantage and Frank- 


ford, N. J. 
| Rev. Ira Manly, Port Kendall, N. Yeats , 
| Rey. T. P, Hunt, African Ch., Newark, N. te ; 
Rev. A. Jones, Harmony, Mo. «, 


Not in commission last year. | , 


Rey. Joseph S. Lord, Pharsalia, N. Y. 

Rev. James Robertson, Sherbrook, L. Canada. 

Rev, Phinehas Robinson, i Bort A) en 

Rev. F. Launer, German Ch., Buffalo, N. Y, 

Rev, David Weir, Osceola, Mo. 

Rey. Alfred Wright, Munroe and Randolph Cos., 
Missouri. 

Rey. Stepheu Thompson, Jackson and Greenfield, 
Indiana. 


* Rev. L. Pennoyer, Manchester and Winchester, Ill, 


The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the r ceipt of 
the following sums, from Ape il 15th to May 15th, 1838. ag 


*MAINE— 
Missionary Society, $6889 61 
NEW HAMPSHIRE— 
Missionary Society, 5815 12 
Hanover, Friend, 10 00 
VERMONT— 
Missionary Society, 3932 10 
Do. Benson, Edward 8. Howard, D.M., 30 00 
Do. Burk, Thos. W. Duncan, L. M. “ 30 00. 
MASSACH USETTS— 
Missionary Society, 10,387 85 


reed South Parish, by ‘Rev. M. 
Badge 129 02 

Blandford, Ch. and Cong, to const. Rey. 
Charles D. Hinsdale a L. D., 100 

Springfield, Gent. and Ladies? H. M. As- 


sociation, to const. Mrs: Emily F. Bald- 
win a L. M,, 30 00° 
Westfield, Ladies’ Society, 50 00 
CONNECTICUT— 
Missionary Society, 4415 59 


re 

Cheshire, Cong. Ch, Fem. Sab. School, 
two payments, t] 

Darien, Ct., Cong. Ch. by D. Ferris,. : 

Fairfield, First Cong. Ch., by S. 4. Nichols, 

Greenwich,Rev. Isaac Lewis, D.D. by Z. 
Lewis, Esq., 

Hartford, by Rev. Dr, Hawes, 

New Haven, East. Dist. H. M. Assoc., by 
H. E. Hodges, Tr., J 


Branford, Ch. and Soe., 62.00 
Northfield, Ch. and Soc., 747 
Ridgebury, Ch. and Soc., 17 90 
Saybrook, Fem. H. M. Soc., Miss S. S Sees 
. Hotchkiss, Tr., 45:00 
Stanwich, Cong. Ch., 41 00 
Stonington, Fem. Aux., by Mis 

Sheffield, 15 00 
NEW-YORK— 
Almond, by Rev. Moses Hanter, . 5 00 
Bolton, Female friend, 1; do. 1 2 00 


Brooklyn, Interest of legacy from the late 
. W. Leverich, by A. Van Sinderen, Esq. 15 59 


* The sums here acknowledged from the principal auxiliaries and agencies, have been expended in 
payment of Missionaries during the past year, and not reported till its close. 
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Brunswick, John Datee, by Rev. G. 
Hayden, 2 
Catskill, Friend, 2; do. 2; John Lockie, 
10; Penfield & Walker, 6; S. L. Pen- 
field, 20; John Powers, 10; F. Sayre, 
20% James Millard, to const, his son, 
Charles Millard, a L. M., 30; Friend, 7! 101 00 
Central Agency, . 3,528 55 
Champlain, Benev. Soc 15;E.Lyman,1, 16 00 


Fort Edward, Mrs. A, L. Hasbrouck, 3 00 
' Franklin, Presb. Ch., 5 25; D. Dewey, 1, rt 25 || 
Hamden, Cong, by Rev. B. Kent, 0 00 
Kinderhook, Fem. D, M. §., 4 34 | 


Kingsborough, by Rev. BE. Yale, G. Jud- 
son, 10; Mrs, H. Judson, 5; Miss L, 
Judson, 5; C, Gillett, 2; Col. Hi. Jones, 
10, 
Lexington, Rev. A. L. Chapin, to const, 
Lyman Dwight Chapin aL. M. in part, 
Malden, Charles Isham, to const. Samuel 
Ishum and Caroline Isham, Life Mem~ 
bers, 60; Giles Isham, to const. Theo- 
.. dore Isham aL. M., 30;. Edward Bige- 
‘low, to: const. Miss Susan E, Kellogg a 
L. M., 30, 
Middleport Ch., by Rev. B. Ladd, 
Monticello, Pr. Ch., by Rev. J. Adams, 
New-York City, viz: 


Allen-st. Ch., 
. > Bowery Ch., 'W. W. Chester, 50 OU 
% Brick Ch., Hannah Eachus, 1 00 
*  Duane-st. 'Ch,, Joseph Otis, 100 00 
‘Madison-st: Ch. 3 00 
Mercer-st..Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., 40: 40 


Seventh Pr. Oh, balance, 
South Dutch Ohsi A. Edwards, 
West Pr. Ch., Sab. Bel Miss. Assoe., A. 
L. Earle, Try, 2 
« Painted Post, Poiaiws* sel. Soc., By Dr. 
‘Terhell, 
Parma Center, by Rev. B. Ladd, 
Peru, Pr. Ch., by Rev. J. Kitchell, 
Rochester, Memberof Bethel Ch., 
South Franklin, by Rev. B. Kent, 
Stuyvesant, R. Gosman, Esq., 
Mage age H.M.S., Mrs. M.A. Rey- 
side nolds, Tr. 
Jnion, Coll., "by Rev. J. M. Rowland, 
Bo estfield, Pr. Ch. by Rev. J. Marsh, _. 
a ~ ‘Worcester, Cong. Ch., y Rev. A. P. Al- 
 #len;,. 
_PENNSYLVANIA— 
ovaugelical Lutheran H. M. ‘i ” 
Ga 
ntral Committee of Agency for ie 


est, 658 43° 
enna . 
a gunio’, Ch., by Rev, J. Thomson, 25 00 
fT ae on, Ch,, by Rev. M. Harrison, 10 00 
oS _ ‘MISSOURI— 

ope inony, Mon. ‘Com! ‘Coll. by Rev. A 

nd ae . "91 51 

é. - Missionary Society, 747,08 

lle, by Rev, J. Patiington, e 00° 


NARY, 3h 
* $40,751 69 
KN OWLES TAYLOR, rDeeanier. 


Rev. Gideon N. Judd acknowledges the receipt oft 
the following sums from the field of the Phila- 
delphia Agency, from April 15th to May 15th, 
1838, ‘ 

NEW. JERSEY 


Boonton, Pr. Ch,, by Rey. J. Vance, 5 00 


5 00 | 


| First Ch., Rev. A. Barnes, 50; 
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Madison, a widow, bj 
Newark, Miss Chan 
Succasunna Plain, . ., in full to 
const. Rev 2 oore, and Mrs. Ma- 
tilda Month Life Members, . 
Westfield, Pr. Ch., 
PENNSYLVANIA— 
Bethany, Pr, Ch. Coll., by Rev. A-Ketehum, 
- Carbondale, Ch. and Cong.,. . 
Choconut, C. Wright, by Rev. T. Stowe, 
Darlingsyille, Miss Darling, by Rev. J.M, 
Babbitt, 
Leacock, J. Johnson, ; 
‘Middle Octorara, Pr. Ch., 
Philadelphia, viz; 


r. Arms, 


“OUR 
Ss 


ee “ewe & 
now” ate wor 
RSS SSS SS. 


J,23°N. 
Miffiin, 5; W. Neil, M. D., 10; Ladies, 
by Mrs. T. Smith, 39, 106 00 
Northern Liberties, Central Ch., 40 00 
‘Wysox, A.C. Hames, 3. D. Coolbough, 2, 5 00 


"$236 67 67 


Receipts of the Western Agency, at Geneva, N. Y. 
from March 12th to May 1st, 1838. 


Albion, Ladies’ H. M, Soe., 37; Gent,, 45, 82 00 
Bristol, : 40 00 
Buffalo, J. Dart, ats 25; Mrs. L. F. Allen, 1, _ 26 00 
Campbell, 1 00 
Candor, rae 25 25 
Carroll, Fg fth Ree, De 
Castleton Ladies, 25 155 ; otliers, 12, 37. 73. 
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SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
‘ CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 


THE HOPEFUL CONVERSION OF A VERY 
AGED MAN. 


Mr. Jonn Mircuett, born in one of 
the New-England states, came to this 
country about thirty years ago. He 
is now nearly ninety years of age. 
His parents, as I learn from himself 
and others, were pious persons, and 
he was early instructed in that system 
of truth which is held by evangelical 
churches. From his childhood to the 
' present time, his life has been strictly 
moral, although he is now sensible 
that he has lived “ without God, and” 
a scriptural “hope in the world.” 
About fifty years ago he happened to 
hear a celebrated Universalist preach- 
er, and with “the fair speeches” of 
this man he became much captivated. 
Although his conscience still said 
that it should be “iil with the wick- 
ed,” yet he now tried to be a Uni- 
versalist. He then lived in Nova Sco- 
tia. When he came to this’ place, 
which was several years ago, there 
were, in the neighborhood in which he 
resided, two or three persons who 
were trying to believe this new doc- 
trine, and he was soon brought almost 
entirely under their influence. He 
read (or heard) Universalist books 
with avidity, and for years advocated, 
to some extent, Universalist senti- 
ments. When closely questioned, 
however, he was repeatedly heard to 
say, that he did not fully believe the 
system, or, at least, that he had, at 
times, some doubts respecting its truth. 
He had never prayed in his family, 


| 


moved to the west part of this town- 
ship, and with her he had for some 
time resided. . 

Such was Mr. M. when I first be- 
came acquainted with him, about two 
ears and ahalf ago. Although the 
eepers of the house had long since 
begun “ to tremble,” and the “strong » 
men to bow themselves ;” although 
his memory had become much im- 
paired, and his mental faculties gene- 
rally not a little debilitated, yet it was 
but too painfully evident that he was 
not prepared for the change which 
awaited him.. The carnal mind had 
been subdued neither by sophistry nor 
by age. Its workings seemed to be 
becoming more vigorous and despe- 
rate as the outward man decayed: I 


was accustomed frequently to visit g 


the house of his son-in-law, and I al-_ 
ways found Mr. M.’s views to be- 
essentially these: “God appointed 
Christ to be the Saviour of the world. 


God never made his creatures to b 


miserable. We must be honest, and — 


kind, and must love all men, and we 
shall ali be saved.” Relying on the 
help of God, I tried again and again 
to tear away from him this refuge of 
lies, but the effect was, in almost every 
instance, only to make him angry; 


{and this was the case whenever his 


and had been almost a stranger to any | 


attempt at secret prayer. His children 
had been long settled in different parts 
of the country. One daughter had re- 


son or daughter attempted to converse 


with him on the concerns of his soul. 
However mildly any one might speak 
on the subject, he seemed unwilling 
to hear any thing that opposed his 
views. “Iam older,” he would inti- 
mate, “than you, and I cannot be 
contradicted.” In my conversations 
with him, I dwelt, for the most part, 
on the subject of justification, and on 
the necessity of personal holiness, in 
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order to our enjoying God. In a lec- 
ture delivered at the house one after- 
noon, rather more than two years ago, 
I took up the latter part of Matthew, 


especially the last verse, and stated, at 


considerable length, the reasons for 


believing in a future, endless punish- 


ment. At the close of the meeting I 


endeavored to press the subject upon; 


his conscience, urging him affection- 
ately to “ prepare to meet God.” He 
remained silent, but his feelings were 
unchanged. 

In my subsequent visits he seemed 
still inclined to cavil, and at length he 
became so much offended at me, that 
it seemed proper to dismiss the sub- 
ject. The case was apparently among 
the most hopeless I had ever witnessed. 
His mind was so enfeebled that it was 
next to impossible to engage with him 
in an argument, and his enmity to the 
truth appeared, deep and fixed. His 
son and daughter, who had prayed for, 
and wept over him, had begun almost 
to despair. Distressing as the thought 
was, it appeared to them that there 
was no ‘‘ remedy.” f 

God’s ways are above ours. Mr. 
M.’s mind, during all this time, was 
not at ease.. The Spirit had not ceased 
to strive, Very frequently, after our 
conversations with him, he would, as 
he has since informed us, lie awake 


all night and meditate upon what had 


been said. Sometimes, perhaps gene- 
rally, he would rise in the morning 
half satisfied that Universalism was, 
after all, true, and that his soul was 


safe; sometimes, however, conscience 


was too much aroused to be quieted 
by such opiates as these. Isis fears 
gradually prevailed over his theory. 


A few weeks ago it became manifest | 


that he was more candid and serious 
than be had been before. He seemed 
to view death as near, and eternity as 


a thing not to be trifled with. A cir- 


cumstance should here be mentioned 
as showing that those arguments have 
the most force with impenitent men, 
that are addressed to their consciences. 


Mr. M. had spoken of the pleasure he. 


had received in meeting, on a certain 
Sabbath, with one or two of his former 
associates, and hearing them read 
Universalist discourses. On the in- 
quiry being made whether there were 
any prayers at the meeting, he seem- 
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ed to feel, as he replied in the nega- 
tive, that all was not right. At the 
inquiry, whether he thought that Uni- 
'versalists generally were a praying, 
spiritually minded people, he seemed 
‘to be still more stumbled. 
As was just remarked, Mr. M.’s 
conviction appeared, a few weeks ago, 
to be growing stronger and stronger. 
Light gradually broke in upon the 
darkness that had so long enveloped 
his soul. He began to feel that Uni- 
'versalism was not a sufficient prop in “ 
‘the immediate prospect of eternity. 
He saw that mere morality would nei- 
ther bear the inspection of a holy God, 
‘nor fit its possessor for heaven. At 
this time he expressed a wish to have 
some further conversation with myself. 
In the course of a few days he gave 
up even the theory, of Universalism, 
land he was, in fact, making the in- 
| quiry, “‘ What shall I do to be saved ?” 
| We tried to direct him to Him who. 
“is able to save even to. the utter- 
| most ;” and there is cheering evidence 
that he at length cast himself, with 
sincere penitence, at the feet of Jesus: 
|His convictions of the ill desert of sin, 
were not, nor have they since been, 
quite so clear as could have been de- 
sired ; but they are perhaps as much so 
as could have been expected, consider- 
ing the state of his mental faculties. 
He seems like another person. His 
irascibility has given place to the 
meekness and gentleness of the little 
child. He appears truly humble, Al- 
though, from the force of association, 
his former theory will sometimes dar- 
‘ken his mind, yet he appears prevail- 
ingly to ‘‘rely on Christ alone for salva- 
tion, as he is offered in the Gospel.” 
After reflecting on the subject for 
several days, he at length thought that, 
though he felt unworthy, it was his 
privilege to unite with the people of 
God in commemorating the dying 
love of the Redeemer. On Sabbath, 
| December 31, he came forward for the 
first, and probably the only time, to 
the Lord’s table, and was solemnly re- 
ceived into the Presbyterian church 
in this place, by adopting the articles 
of faith and covenant. A more affect- 
ing scene I scarcely ever witnessed. 
Beside him sat his son and daughter, 
weeping for joy, and a little grand- 
daughter twelve years old, who had 


t 


_ his whole manner, that he could at 


_ fully to believe in the doctrine of Uni- 


1838. 


been received into the church’ some 
months before. As the communicants 
looked at Mr. M. with tearful eyes, the 
language of their countenances seemed 
to be, “ Is it possible! Is this he who. 
was so long a caviller, and injurious !” 


The night before the communion, || 


one of the elders of the church, him- 
self an aged man, called to see Mr. M. 
He was so affected at the change in 
Mr. M.’s conversation, and indeed in 


first searcely speak with him. . Mr. M. 
had been counting the days, and en- 
joying the morrow, as it were, in anti- 
cipation : he broke out in the words of 
Simeon, “ Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation.” ! 
It is proper to add, that Mr. M. 
wishes, till his dying breath, to warn 
his neighbors» and acquaintances 
against Universalism. He has de- 
sired me to make, before the congre- 
gation, the following statements: 
1, That he could never bring himself 


versal salvation, and that the attempt 
to receive the system at all, has been 
injurious to him in the highest degree. 
2. That he does now renounce, and 
has for weeks. renounced, the system 
in all its parts. 3. That he entreats 
others to beware of a system which 
he firmly believes is opposed to the 
truth, and ruinous to the souls of men. 
Bot. ie A. O.. HUBBARD. 
Melbourne, L. C., Jan, 17, 1838. 


P. 8S. [have been absent from this 
place a few weeks, and have ‘repeat- 
edly conversed with the subject of the 
foregoing narrative since my return. 
His views of sin, and of the doctrine 
of justification by: faith, have become 
more and more clear and scriptural. 
I know not that I have ever seen an 


individual who gave more satis- 
factory evidence of a change of 
lieart. ‘It appears to'me, indeed, that 
better evidence could not be given, 
whether we regard his apprehensions 
of truth, the habitual state of his feel- 
ings, or his meek and edifying deport- 
ment. He. is truly a monument of 
divine grace —spared to us, as it seems, 
for a little while, to confirm the faith 
of God’s people, and to warn others | 


heart. 
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of the ruinous tendency of Univer- 
salism. A, 0. Hi. 
March 13, 1838. 


A BACKSLIDER RECLAIMED. 


Some years since M.S. united with 
the Baptist church; but subsequently 
his conduct became so disorderly and 


unchristian, that he was excommuni- 


cated. After that event he rana most 


reckless career. He was prominent 


as a Sabbath-breaker, was exceedingly 


profane, and somewhat addicted to the 


use of strong drink, and of course, 
quarrelsome. Thus he lived for years. 
The lovely Sabbath, on which he had 
been wont to repair with joyous heart 
to the, house of God, and hold, as 
he thought, sweet communion with 
Christ ard his people, not unfrequently 
found him ranging the forests in pur- 
suit of game, or fishing upon the lovely 
lake, by whose side he lived, and 


whose quiet waters, sleeping in the 


holy calm of the Sabbath, seemed to 
send up from their depths, a rebuke of 
the guilty man. But he sinned on, 
and as the peals of his rifle sometimes 
rang upon the stillness of the Sabbath, 
the hearts of God’s people were heavy, 
as they thought of their Master’s cause 
thus reproached. 7 : 

During the revival with which this 
region has recently been blessed, some 
of the most interesting meetings have 
been at a school-house in a certain 
part of my congregation. Fortwoor 
three evenings, after the work had 
been in progress some weeks, I had 
recognized S. in the congregation. I 
was encouraged by this circumstance, 
and with others, could not but hope 
that he was about to return to the 
house of his Father. As yet, how- 
ever, I had no personal conversation 
with him. One evening, at the close 
of a short lecture, as was the custom, 
opportunity was given for remarks 
and prayer; and some of the brethren 
had improved it; when who should 
rise but S.! He was deeply agitated. 
He was evidently striving to give ut- 
terance to the feelings of his smitten 
It was a moving. spectacle. 
There stood the man who had sinned 


t 


A. 
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long and with a high hand—who had 
been for years a stranger to the place 
of prayer, and apparently unmoved 


if not removed. I trust he was not 
forgotten, and S. apparently has re- 
turned, and been accepted and forgiven 


and unaffected by all the calls of God 
—a hardened, ai:d to the weakness of 


our faith, seeming to be a hopeless} 


case. There he stood; and he trem- 
bled as he stood, and sobbed aloud, 


. and the tears coursed down his cheeks; | 
and still he wept, and groaned, and) 


‘ig _strove to speak. Atlength, with great 
effort and in broken phrase, he spoke 
of the time when he supposed he en- 
joyed religion—of his wanderings 

from God—of his great wickedness 
+<the justice and mercy of God—the 
tremendous burden of guilt upon him 
_—his desire to return: and he sat 
‘down with a request that Christians 
would pray earnestly forhim. Atthe 
‘close of the interview, in a few re- 
marks that I offered, I alluded to the 


case of S., and closed by inviting him | 


to come forward and kneel with me 
upon the low seat, while we offered 
prayers in his behalf. 


who was on the opposite side of 
the house from me, started as if all 


The invi-| 
tation was no sooner given than 8.,}| 


vi 
__,. depended upon the effort, and rushing 
foe! 8 across the floor, was at my side. 
. Then we knelt together, and while 
prayer was offered for him, I could hear 
him close at my side, in a suppressed 
whisper, exclaiming, ‘‘Oh Jesus! Oh 
Jesus!” Was it not the exclamation 
of the true penitent? Was it not the 
miserable prodigal, sick, at length, of 
his husks, and panting for the provi- 
sions of. his father’s house? So 
thought I, as that exclamation escaped 
the lips of poor S. The defences 
about his heart at length had yielded. 
At the close of a little season of prayer, 
he arose. Ashe rose, by a most happy 
thought, several good voices commen- | 
ced and sung in touching strains, the 
Prodigal—“* J will arise,” &c., from 
the Handel & Haydn Collection of 
music. Never was any thing more 
timely. We had before us at the mo- 
ment a living illustration of the re- 
turning prodigal. 
interview. Altogether, it was most 
interesting and affecting. S., how- 
ever, could not leave without entreat- 


into her very soul. 


This closed our 


ing Christians to pray forhim. The 
burden upon him would crush him 


by him from whom he had wandered. 
As we look upon him, apparently so 


chastened, so humbled, so changed, 


we are disposed to exclaim, “It is the 


Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 


a 
REMINISCENCES OF A PASTOR—NO. 2. 


Died, March 26, 18388, Mrs. Maria 
B. She was a self-taught Christian, 
or rather, she had learned in the school 


of Christ. Previously to your Mis- 


sionary’s coming here, she had never, 
but. in one or two instances, heard a 
minister of our denomination. She 
had lived alone, as it were, in the 
woods; and yet, when’ 1 became ac- 
quainted with her, she appeared to be 


as well instructed in the doctrines of 


the gospel, as though she had, all her 
life, sat undera faithful ministry. She 


had a clearness of view in regard to 


the sovereignty of God, theatonement, 
and justification by faith, which f 
have seldom seen’ surpassed in any 
ease. Does the reader ask how she 
obtained such knowledge? She ob- 
tained it from the piste. This book 
had been her constant companion for 
twenty years. But she not only wn- 
derstood the truth—it was inwrought 
She loved it ; she 
lived it. bse SAN 


It was appointed to Mrs. B. to glo- 


rify God, mostly by suffering. It is 
true, that although she was unknown 
to the world, the influence of her pious 
efforts and of her holy example, was: 
felt and will long be felt, in her owm 
family and neighborhood; but still, 


‘the Lord was especially honored by 


the manner in which she submitted to- 
his will. For six years she had been 
wearing away with a painful cough,. 
and for the two past years, her suffer- 
ings had:been great. Not a murmur- 
ing word, however, did she utter.. 
Whenever I called to see her, she had 
some text of scripture, which was de- 
signed to show either the justice or 
goodness of God on the one hand, or 
her own unworthiness, on the other. 
Her constant prayer was, that patience’ 


‘might have its perfect work. 
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....+- Mark xvi. 15. 


Go 
How shall they prEAcH, except they be sent ?... Rom. xB; , 
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Revivals of Religion. 


Tuat? contention is hostile to the effect of |} worship erected in ‘new settlements; but 


religious truth, is well understood by all who 
labor for the conversion of men. ‘“ The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance ;” while, on the contrary, 
the Heavenly Dove “flies from the realms 
of noise and strife.” Hence, ministers need 
much wisdom to guide them in the care of 
their flocks, especially at a period when so 
many exciting topics are before the public. 
We have reason to believe that, in general, 
the Missionaries of the American Home 
Missionary Society have, in this respect, 
acted wisely; and while they have not 
shrunk from meeting any question of doc- 
trine or morals which demanded their notice, 
they have not forgotten to “ prophecy ac- 
cording to the proportion of faith’—to give 
to minor topics their relative subordination 
to the great subject of salvation. Under 
God, this course has been the means of se- 
curing to their churchesa degree of harmony 
which has greatly favored the impression of 
divine truth. Although unparalleled diffi- 
culties of an external character have envi- 
roned many of the missionary churches 
during the last twelve months; as a general 
fact, their internal order, their preparation 
for the work of the Lord, and the amount 
of personal effort for the conversion of souls, 
has been greater than. heretofore. For this 
we bless God. The increase of grace in the 
hearts of believers, is one of the most pre- 
cious tokens of the presence of the Holy 
Ghost among our stations. It is pleasing to 
see the wilderness opening, and houses of 
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much of thisis the fruit of merely a worldly 
enterprise.. It is gladdening to the heart to 
hear of revivals in which many are added 
to the visible church; still, even here, ani- 
mal excitement, and natural sympathy, may 
have mingled so as to constitute a large 
alloy. But the growth of believers in the 
graces of the Christian life, their steady ad- 


ot! » ° 
vancement in personal holiness, and larger _ 


developments of it in good works, we can 
ascribe tono power less than divine. It is 
evidence of the presence of the Spirit of 
God with his churches, that cannot be re- 
sisted. The operation of no natural princi- 
ples can account for such effects. 

These remarks are made, not with refe- 
rence to the particular items of correspon- 
dence which are given below; but as reflec- 
tions which are excited in our minds by the 
general tenor of the missionary reports for 
some time Past taken asa whole. There is, 
therefore, great reason to give thanks unto 
souragement to pray for 
hurches under the care of 


3 Connexion, be permitted 
sculiar aspect of ecclesias- 
e which calls for great dis- 
a t of the Missionaries. It 
or our wish to control 


watchfulness is necessar hd, prevel 
springing up of “any root of bittern 
and to keep the great body of praying m 
and women occupied with the duties of. 
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Christian life, and promoting the salvation 
of souls, 


MICHIGAN. 


From Rev. John M. Ellis, Grass 
Lake, Mich. 


THE RIGHT WAY TO BEGIN A SETTLE- | 


MENT. 


{ think I mentioned in my last re- 
port the happy work of grace (during 
the last week in March) in Waterloo, 
seven miles North of this place, and 
which has laid the foundation of a 
promising church, which now consists 
of 24 members. One circumstance of 
interest in relation to this work is, that 
it is less than three years since the 
first family moved into the place ; ano- 
ther is, the influence which it exerts 
in forming the character, and giving 
direction to the future influence of the 
village just commencing—the three 
proprietors of which are now the three 
elders of the church. A valuable 
water-power, favorably located in a 
healthy and fertile country, promises 
to secure to this village considerable 
importance. A third consideration is, 
this work is felt to be an answer to 
special prayer. The proprietors de- 
termined to lay the foundations of 
their village in faith, and carried the 
case before God in fervent prayer. 
Their prayer was heard, and the foun- 
dations of their village are laid in 
righteousness, — . 


Installation and protracted meeting. 


I have now to record, with devout 
gratitude to God, the blessings of his 
grace again poured out upon the dear 
people of my charge. My installation 
took place on the 18th of Im- 
mediately following, we 
tracted meeting, which has been ac- 
companied with happy results. Eleven 
were added to the church last Sab- 
bath. Several others are yet to join. 
The church has been greatly revived; 
I hope permanently so. i 

My Sabbaths are still passed alter- 
nately at Grass Lake and at Leoni. 
The building of the meeting-house at 
the latter place has been delayed seve- 
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held a pro- 


July, 


ral weeks, from the impossibility of 
procuring such money as would pur- 
chase nails. It is now advancing, and 
we shall be able to occupy it ma few 
weeks. The building of our meeting- 
houses has cost our people in these 
hard times no ordinary effort. God 
has blessed them. 


Felicity, O. 


We learn by a line from our Mis- 
sionary at this place, that the Lord 
has granted the chureh a pleasing 
season of refreshing. Nine persons 
had been received to the church on 
profession of a change of heart. 


ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE MORAL IN- 
FLUENCE OF RELIGIOUS DECISION. 


In our number for May, p. 14, we gave 
two cases of married females, whose decision 
in uniting with the church, contrary to the 
wishes of their husbands, was apparently 
the means of subduing their obduracy. We 
give another case of the same kind also taken 
from a missionary report. 


The seriousness of which I made 
mention in my last has continued. 
As the result, some were admitted at 
the communion, the solemnities of 
which have just closed. One of them 


was a remarkable trophy of grace. — 


After his wife had been examined for 
admission, he would not consent that 
she should receive baptism. But she 
wisely decided, that though it was her 
duty to obey her husband in the Lord, 
it was mot her duty to obey him 
against the Lord ; and that living in 
the neglect of her duty was no way to 
secure the salvation of his soul. She 
therefore, finding that after several 
months’ waiting he was as hostile as 
ever, took up her cross, against his. 
violent opposition, and came to the 
table of the Lord. The very night 
following he was ‘ pricked in the 
heart,” and began to inquire what he 
must do tobe saved. He now has the 
worship of God in his family, and is 
walking in the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord with that 
bosom companion, in answer to whose 


with us by certificate. 
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prayers, and in concurrence with 
whose conscientious fidelity to God, 
there is reason to believe he has be- 
come a new creature. Well may we 
say with the apostle, “How know- 
est thou, O woman, but thou shalt 
save thy husband ?” 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


From Rev. W. Ramsey, Philadel- 
phia, April, 1838. 


During the last quarter we have 
enjoyed the special presence of God. 
On Sabbath, the 18th of February, I 
had the privilege of admitting to the 
communion of the church, 32 persons 
on profession of their faith in Christ. 
There are several others who will 
unite themselves with us at our next 


communion, on the first Sabbath of 


May. Already 74 persons have been 
received into this branch of the church 


of Christ from the world, since the 


commencement of my labors in South- 
street, in January, 1837. In conse- 
quence of some peculiar embarrass- 
ments in the way of regularly organi- 
zing a church, [ cannot inform you 
how many will connect themselves 
There are, 
however, at present, not less than 40 
or 50 who consider themselves as mem- 
bers of the South-street church, who 
worship with us. 


NEW-YORK. 
From Rev, S. Sessions, Eden, N. Y. 


The following extract is from a letter 
written in December last, but did not reach 
us until lately : 


[have been preaching a part of the 
time, for the last quarter, in the Cen- 
tral church in Kvans, seven miles 
from this. On the second Sabbath 
that I was with them, I administered 
the sacrament; and a revival com- 
menced,: apparently at the very time 


when Christians were renewing their 
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covenant vows around the table of the 
Lord, and still goes on. We have 
had‘no protracted meeting, though I 
have spent much time there. At our 
second communion season 18 were 
received into our church, and quite a 
number have united with the Baptists 
and Methodists; and I suppose that 
subsequently there have been some 15 
or 20 additional cases.of hope. I never 
was in a revival which had so many 
interesting features: One which is 
striking is, that the converts are prin- 
cipally young men—not more than six 
or eight exceptions out of perhaps’ 
fifty cases. 


VERMONT: 


From Rev. Asa Putney, Pitts- 
field, Vt. 


In the first part of last winter our 
church began to wake up, and look to 
the Lord for help. Through a few 
months past he has been among us by 
his converting grace. The work ap- 
peared to deepen gradually in the 
hearts of the people of God, and when 
they began to wrestle earnestly for a 
blessing, the heavens were opened 
and a shower of mercy descended. 
Sinners were alarmed, and a number 
openly expressed their anxiety, and 
requested the prayers of God’s people. 
Occasionally souls were converted. 
A large number of backsliders were 
reclaimed ; the church appeared to be 


melted and drawn to one another; 
confession was made, and stumbling 


blocks removed. ‘Then converting 
grace was poured out in large mea- 
sure, and many souls were hopefully 
converted to God. 

The Sabbath school is increasing in 
interest; the church generally, and 
others, are formed into Bible elasses, 
which. we hope will result in much 
good. | 

Fifteen have already united with 
our church, and a number more are 


|expected at the next communion. We 


have received considerable additional 
strength in supporting the Gospel, and 
in Christian influence. Our prospects 
have not been so good for many years. 
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Appeals 


IN BEHALF OF NEEDY DISTRICTS. 


MISSOURI. 


From a Clergyman on the Missouri 
River. 


Iam ina field of wide and faa 
desolations. From this place west, as 
far as the settlements extend up the 
Missouri river, on- both sides, em- 
bracing a country two or three hun- 
dred miles in length, and many miles 
wide, there are but two Presbyterian 
ministers who devote their time to 
preaching the Gospel. There are 
three other ministers, one about to 
move, one practising medicine, and 
the other ——-. Thechurches in this 
part of Missouri were organized by 
Missionaries of the A. H. M.S. But 
of those Missionaries some are dead, 
and some gone to other fields of labor. 
For the want of ministers these 
churches are in a sinking condition— 
some nearly, and one quite extinct. 
The members of the churches are 
scattered like sheep having no shep- 
herd. Churches that once were able 
to support their ministers, must now 
have help from abroad, or remain des- 
titute of the means of grace. ‘T'wo 
young men that labored here through 
the Winter are gone for the want of 
support. Over this country Camp- 
bellism is spreading like a flood, and 
Sabbath breaking, and other kindred 
vices, prevail to an alarming extent. 
Must I also abandon this field, or teach 
school for my bread ? I wait an answer 
from the Home Missionary Society. 


Christians, friends of your country, what 
say you? Shall the Home Missionary So- 
ciety sustain this minister in such a field? 
It is for you to decide. 


‘THE PRESSURE NOT YET OVER. 
From a Missionary application. 


Thope the Committee will act on 


the request for aid as soon as practica- 
ble, as I am anxious to know what to 
depend on. Last year I did not re- 
ceive money enough from my people 
to pay my rent; my living came from 
your Society. This year they will do 
more, but such is the distressing em- 
barrassment in this country, and the 
prospect of money matters so dis- 
couraging, that the people cannot act 
as they would under other circum- 
stances. 


eee 


From a Clergyman in Wisconsin. 


Last September, at the call of a 
young church of the Lord Jesus, or- 
ganized in this place last spring, I re- 
paired here with my family. Though 
we have had but few conversions the 
last winter, yet the church is, on the 
whole, prosperous, having more than 
doubled its numbers since my coming 
among them. 

When I was called here I was 
offered what I supposed was a compe- 
tent support; but all these expecta- 
tions vanished. My dear flock are at 
present greatly straitened, and will be 
for some time. None of us, in reality, 
enjoy the necessaries of life. Not 
but what provisions can be had, but 
we have no means to buy. I have 
been here eight months, and have not 
had $10 in current money—nor in 


fact any money for which provisions 


can be had. Nor are my prospects 
much better for the future. My stores 
brought with me are consumed, and I 
am very reluctantly compelled to ask 
aid of your valuable Society. The 
question. I want to submit to your 
Board is, will you give, or will you 
loan $100 to this church and society, 
beginning with last September? J 
must have assistance. 

When we plant the banner of sal- 
vation in the wilderness, amid all its 
hardships—without pork, or butter, or 
a cow, or a horse, or a road, or a 
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bridge, or hardly a house to live in; in 
short, without any of those little com- 
foris that render life desirable, our 
good brethren at the East ought to 
help us. ButI will use no arguments 
to move you. I know your willingness 
to succour the needy. Have the good- 
ness to let me know immediately what 
you can do for us. 


— DIFFICULTIES. 


Through the goodness of Divine 
Providence I am still at my post. My 
congregations seem to be improving. 
Although there has been no outward 
excitement since my last report, yet I 
cannot but think that the Spirit of the 
living God has been at work. I find 
my efforts much cramped by the want 
of a horse to ride. I have generally 
to walk to my appointments on Sun- 
day, and this I can do without much 
difficulty ; but it is impossible for me 
to visit my people during the week 
Without a horse, and my funds will 
not allow me to purchase one. The 
sum subscribed by the people, I find, 
will fall short again, in consequence 
of their having now to pay up what is 
due for church edifices. Last year 
they urged their subscribing as one 
excuse, now it is the paying. 


Se 


INDIANA. 
From a Missionary Report. 
DESTITUTIONS. 


The destitutions of this country 
would not fail deeply to affect the 
hearts of Christians in older and more 
wealthy portions of the church, could 
they be spread out before them in their 
true character. They are real, and 
truly heart-rending. As a proof of 
this I will give you a few extracts 
from a letter which I received a few 
months since, written by a very wor- 
thy brother in Christ. Fe 

He says: “ We have a meeting- 
house nearly finished; but after all we 
have not the presence of a minister to 
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pass through our streets, and step in 
and havea friendly conversation ; and 
that is not all, we see vice and immo- 
rality are increasing, and the love of 
some waxing cold. We have no 
preacher to attend, and to stimulate 
us to attend prayer-meetings, Bible 
classes, Sabbath schools, monthly 
concerts, and temperance meetings: 
nor is this all, we have no prospect of 
having the presence of a minister in 
the place.” 


How a Christian mother feels. 


Mrs. M., who is truly a mother in 
Israel, informed me, that when she 
first moved to this new country, and 
found herself with a large family, 
where there was no stated preaching 
of our denomination, that such were 
her feelings, in view of the desecra- 
tion of the Sabbath, and the apparent 
indifference of the people in regard to 
the education of their children, that 
she spent many sleepless nights. She 
felt that she could not rest until some 
one should be sent to preach the Gos- 

el to this famishing community. 
hen the preacher came she told him 
that “ she had been looking for him.” 
Indeed, such had been her anxiet non 
the subject, that her husband, w 10 


\ 


professes to disbelieve the Scriptures, 
feared that it would prove prejudicial 
to her health, and was most cordial in © 
the reception of the “ priest,” and 
among the most cheerful contributors 
towards his support. 

Now, I most sincerely rejoice that 
there are so many parents in the eas- 
tern portions of our country, who 
have advanced far in wealth, and even 
in the luxuries of life, who feel the 
force of the golden rule to do unto 
others as they would wish others to 
do to them. Such will think of the 
many Christian parents in this coun- 
try situated similarly to those de- 
scribed above. Their hearts are 
“turned to their children,” but ready 
to break, “ it is so dark before them.” 
They weep when they behold the de- 
solations of Zion, and reflect that in 
such desolations they are training up 
their beloved children; and they pray 
ad forth 
laborers, that these little ones may 
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early be gathered into the garner ; for 
if, in such circumstances, they should 
be left orphans, (such fears have been 
expressed to me with tears, ) their con- 
dition would be helpless indeed. 


NEW-YORK. 


“ How could Missionary Societies be 
dispensed with ?” 


On reading the following account of 
neglected and dilapidated churches, we could 
not but exclaim: ‘‘ How could Home Mis- 
sionary Societies possibly be dispensed with? 
Where is there any other available agency to 
eare for, and rebuild churches, which thus 


decay under the very eye of the Presbyteries | 


to which they belong?” — 

This report was written at the close of an 
exploring tour. Permanent arrangements 
have since been made for sustaining the 
preaching of the Gospel in some of the fields 
described. 


As my mission to the destitute 
churches in the county of ——, has 
now closed, you will of course wish 
to know the result of my !abors, which 
I should communicate more freely had 
I more of interest to relate. But 
though I have, to a great extent, a 
dark picture to present, yet it is not 
without some redeeming qualities. 
And if I have endured the reality of 
the dark picture for six months, I am 
sure you will endure the reading of 
it for once, though it may seem pain- 
ful. When I began my labors, I found 


in this county five destitute and feeble | 


churches. My first business was to 
visit each destitute church, and then 
form my own plans for labor. In doing 
this, I found such a dismal and dis- 
tressing state of things in the different 
churches, that I hardly knew where 
to take hold, or what to do, with any 
hope of success in building up. I felt 
as if I could say with Jeremiah, “ O 
that my head were waters!” I finally 
decided on making my first effort at 
P., having, at the same time, five 
churches on my hands, and each one 
in a most wretched and deplorable 
condition. At P. I found a small 
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church of about 30 members. They 
had not enjoyed the stated ministry 
for about ten years; and for nearly 
siz years the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper had been administered to them 
but once. You may then judge some- 
thing of their deplorable state. They 
were a mere wreck—some good mem~ 
bers, who were mourning over Zion ; 
but the most of them were wofully 
departed from God. Divisions had 
crept in among them; old difficulties 
which had been brought up before the 
church years ago, were still hanging 
like a dead carcass unsettled, wither- 
ing every appearance of life, and 
bringing a blighting curse upon the 
church. Every kind of wickedness 
was charged upon some members of 
the church. The only encouragement 
I have for that church, is in the fact 


that there are some few praying sis- 


ters there, who weep over the desola- 
lations of Zion. 

The church at —~ I also found in 
a very low and broken state. For 
about two years they had not enjoyed 
a season of communion. And though 
they had had preaching a conside- 
rable portion of the time, ‘a it was 

culated to 
do them any good. There were also 
other local difficulties in the church 
which palsied every nerve, and seemed 
to threaten its speedy ruin. But, 
through the blessing of God, I was 
able to get the disaffected parties toge- 
ther, and the difficulty was settled. 
Since that, there has been, and still is, 
a very interesting religious state of 
things in the church. And there has 
recently been ten or twelve cases of 
hapefit conversion. None have yet 
united with the church, though it is 
expected they will soon. 

The ehurch at ——, I have merely 
made a passing Visit. I found them in 
a wretched state; all settled down 
upon their lees, and fast asleep. For 
two or-three years there have been 
hanging upon that church, with 
their withering curse, two indivi- 
duals known to be guilty of lewd- 
ness, and two more habitual drunk- 
ards. Of course you will see that 
there is a perfect want of efficiency. 
The reason why I did not spend more 


time there, and try to cleanse the 
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church, is this. A minister, out of 
health, whose parents live there, came 
into the place to pass the winter with 


his friends, and was willing to preach 


for them through the winter one ser- 


mon every Sabbath. They accord- 
ingly made such an arrangement, and 
I gave up the ground. They are now 
destitute. 

At —— there is a very interesting 
state of things. The church is small, 
consisting of only about 35 communi- 
eants, but there has been through the 
winter a gradual revival in progress, 
which has resulted in the hopeful con- 
version of a considerable number, 
seven of whom have connected them- 
selves with the Presbyterian church, 
and others are expected to when they 
have an opportunity. Some have also 
united with the Baptists and Metho- 
dists, and others perhaps will. 

The church at —— now remains 
to be reported, and I should rejoice 
had I more of an interesting character 
to report in respect to it. In this place 
I found about 75 communicants, or 
rather church members ; for they could 
hardly be called communicants, as the 


sacrament had not been administered 
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among them for nearly four years. 
They were divided, and subdivided, 
and scattered, “ like sheep without a 
shepherd.” “ Grievous wolves had 
entered in among them, not sparing 
the flock.” There were old difficulties 
existing in the church, (family diffi- 
culties—natural “brothers going to 
law with brothers,”’) which had caused 
a very great division. And again the 
church had been distracted for several 
years by unsuccessful efforts to build 
a new house for worship, being divided 
in opinion with regard to location. 
The majority, however, one year ago, 
fixed on the spot, and began to build. 
The house is finishing this season. 
The disaffected part determined on 
having another house, and when I 
came here were making arrangements 
for its erection. This state of things 
just prepared the way for the reception 
of any thing calling himself a mi- 
nister. And of course the “ grievous 
wolves” were ready. Unitarians came 
in, “ not sparing the flock ;” and even 
a Unitarian woman came among 
them, preaching about, and leading 
captive silly MEN, among whom is a 
disaffected elder of this church. 


Reports of Missionaries. 


MISSOURI. 


From Rev. A. Jones, Deepwater, 
S. W. Missouri. 


The people have manifested a dis- 
position to attend meeting when the 
opportunity has offered, and recently 
I have been much encouraged to be- 
lieve that there will be no serious ob- 
jections to forming a respectable tem- 
perance society. Great anxiety is felt 
for a day school. Whenever I shall 
become established, by the assistance 
of my family, I shall open a Sunday 
school. I intend spending at least two 
thirds of my Sabbaths in this neighbor- 
hood the ensuing year. The other third 
I now expect to spend at Harmony, 
and the Double Branches. The people 
are quite desirous of your assistance, 
and I have encouraged them to believe 


that I shall be enabled to spend much 
of my time among them. Much 
of my time, the winter past, has been 
necessarily spent in making prepara- 
tion for removing. It is almost im- 
possible, in this section of the country, 
to obtain hired help. I have been com- 
pelled to do that with my own hands, 
which I would have been glad to hire 
done. It has been a great source of 
trial to my own mind, that more of my 
time could not have been devoted to 
the all-important work of preaching 
the Gospel. Should my life and health 
be spared, my present prospect is, that 
the coming year may more exclusively 
be devoted to this purpose. - 

Now, beloved brother, permit me to 
beg of you to remember my lonely 
situation, surrounded by those who 
know not God, nor regard the know- 
ledge of his name. May I ever be 
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enabled to feel that my dependence is 
on God, and that if any good is done 
through my feeble instrumentality, it 
will be done through his abounding 
grace. The news of revivals in the 
eastern churches has proved as a pre- 
cious cordial to my soul. astern re- 
vivals, under God, are the hope of the 
West. When will those showers of 
blessings reach us in this dark valley ? 
“‘ Lord, thou knowest.” 


THE WAY OF PIONEERS. 
Showing that aid is indispensable. 


I commenced my labors here, not 
expecting to receive a commission 
from your Society. We had often 
heard that the pressure in the pecuni- 
ary concerns of the country had dimin- 
ished your funds to such an extent, 
that we supposed aid would be out of 
the question. Yet I saw here was 
a field open, and I determined to 
enter itand do whatI could. These 
churehes were small and, weak, and 
widely scattered; and .the support 
given toa minister wassmall. Every 
thing was selling in the country ata 
high rate, when sold at all. With this 
prospect before me, I determined to 
live on as little as 1 could, and if the 
churches did not sustain me, to trust 
him, who “feeds the young ravens 
when they cry.” Under these circum- 
stances, and others of this kind, more 
time was spent during the first quar- 
ter in making the best and cheapest 
provisions for my family that I could, 
than was desirable, or than would 
have been had I known that aid could 
be had from your Society. And be- 
side all this, my family were so situ- 
ated as to require my almost constant 
attention. One of my children was 
sick from September till the middle 
orlast of February ; much of the time 
her recovery was doubtful; thanks toa 
kind Providence, she is now in good 
health again. I could get no house to 
live in during the Winter—we had to 
crowd ourselves one month on one 
family, and another on another famil 
&c. The houses were all niall 
generally both families had to occupy 
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a single room—thus giving me no 
opportunity for study or preparation 
for the important work of preaching 
the Gospel. I have now built a small 
house which my family occupy, and I © 
hope to be able to labor much more — 
efficiently the remainder of the year. 


Ly 


WISCONSIN. 


From a Missionary Report. 


HARD TIMES. 


We have no place for meeting ex-. 
cept a small private house, and we 
can induce but very few tc go except 
those who are much interested in 
meetings, and this number is small. 
Indeed, owing to “ hard times,” the 
number of inhabitants is considerably 
diminished. About one year ago 
there were six stores in operation ; 
now there are but two. Every thing 
else has depreciated nearly in the 
same ratio. The place presents the 
appearance of a fair commencement 
of a village, almost deserted, houses 
half covered, frames half erected, &e. 
I believe nearly one half of the people 
in this region are destitute of meat; 
not a few families within the circle of 
my acquaintance are subsisting on 
potatoes and milk. Many during the 
past winter had nothing to eat for 
weeks in succession, but potatoes and 
salt, and several families, not far dis- 
tant, and many, as I am informed, far- 
ther back in the country, subsisted for 
weeks on turnips.alone. There is at 
present more suffering among the in- 
habitants for the want of food, than 
there ever has been at this season of 
the year before. There is no credit, 
and almost no current money. Labor 
will not procure money or provisions, 
except to a very limited extent. Under 
these circumstances, and many more 
of a similar nature, the people are dis- 
heartened. They do not build school- 
houses, &c., as they would under more 
favorable circumstances. If you could 
know the condition of the people, you 
would not wonder that the cry was 
very general, “ What shall we eat ;” 
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orig inated in the fact that the “ pressure” 
occurred so speedily after the emigrants had 
arrived, and before the necessary crops could 
be made. Still, while the embarrassment 
continues, it must greatly hinder missionary 


operations, 
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MISSISSIPPI. 


From Rev. J. Stratton, Shongolo, Mi. 


ae 

In August, 1835, a Presbyterian 
church was organized at this place 
with fourteen members ; two of these 
have since died. On the 15th of Sep- 

_ tember, 1837, I attended a protracted 
meeting here with brother Newton. 
At that time eight members were 
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cate, and five on examination. Since 
Ihave been at Shongolo, I have re- 
ceived an addition to the church of 
fourteen members, viz., on certificate, 
three; on profession, eleven. My 
- congregation and church members 
live at considerable distance from each 
other, and for their accommodation I 
have three stations for preaching, one 

at Shongolo ; and at two other places, 
about eight miles distant, I preach 
one Sabbath in each month. I have, 
however, much the same congregation 

at each place. Many of those who 
have horses attend most of my ap- 
pointments. Those who have not 
horses regret the necessity that some- 
times prevents their attending on the 
ministration of the word, and ordi- 
nances of the Gospel. These remarks 
apply to those who are considered 
tonstant attendants upon our preach- 
ing. There are others who are very 
careless and indifferent about hearing 
preaching, and perhaps have not heard 

a sermon for years, until lately. Some 

of this description have been induced 


ros 


to attend our appointments, and pro-| 


fess to be pleased. Last year there 
4 was a revival of religion in this vici- 
nity, Which accounts for my report 
being a little more favorable than is 
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added to the church, three on certifi- 


in vain. 
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| usual from this part of the country. 
|| Through the goodness of God, our in- 


| fant churches have been strengthened, 
of things above mentioned, | 


increased and refreshed. 

We have no Presbyterian church 
edifice in the vicinity where I am sta- 
tioned. I get such places to preach 
in as I can, where all concerned will 
be best accommodated. We have 
taken measures for building a meet- 
ing-house, which I hope will be done 
this summer. yore 

A community so newly settled as 
this, requires time before they can be 
brought to co-operate actively and 
efficiently in the benevolent institu- 
tions of the day. Clinton Presbytery 
has put itself in a position to co-ope- 
rate as efficiently as it can with the 
A. H. M. Society. As an auxiliary 
we shall-be able to do something this 
year, and more hereafter. 


ILLINOIS, 


From Rev. N. C. Clark, Elgin, — 
Kane Co., Ill. 


I regard this as a very interesting 
and important field of labor, and trust 
that my efforts have not been wholly 
Good attention is given to 
the means of grace... There have 


/been, and are now, cases of serious- 


ness, though the members of the © 
church are very much occupied with 
worldly cares. We very much need 
a convenient place for worship: ex- 
cept in stormy weather the congrega- 
tion is very much crowded. 


Temperance. 


Increasing interest, the Winter past, 
has been-felt on the subject of tempe- 
rance. A society has been formed of 
about a hundred members. The in- 
terest on this subject has not been 
confined to this neighborhood, but has 
been felt throughout the county. We 
have succeeded in forming a county 
temperance society. Agents were 
appointed to go into different parts of 
the county, to form, when practicable, 
local societies. By these means we 


‘have formed several new societies, 
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and some of great importance to the 
interests of our county, 
commenced laboring here in Septem- 
ber last, fifteen have been received to 
the church, five of them by profes- 
sion. As many as ten or fifteen more 
are expected to unite soon. Beside 
the Congregational church here, to 


which I minister, there are Methodist | 


and Baptist churches. We _ have, 
moreover, within the limits of the 
church, two Sabbath schools already 
in operation. We expect to have two 


or three more; in all, there will pro-| 


bably be sixty or seventy scholars. 
One half of my time I labor at 
Charleston, eight ‘miles from Elgin, 
where the people support me. I think, 
In a year or two, the people at each of 
these places will be able to support a 
minister the whole-of the time. 


CALL FOR CLERGYMEN. 


A minister is very much needed at 
Geneva, the county seat. If one could 
be obtained, I ebainia hé would be sup- 
ported there, and at a village or settle- 
ment about four miles from there. 
The people are very intelligent, and 
would need a very intelligent and ac- 
tive minister—indeed none others are 
needed in this country. We need 
this spring three ministers at least to 
labor in Kane county. I think one or 
two could get an entire support, and 
others could be supported in part. 
May the Lord of the harvest send 
laborers into this interesting and im- 
portant part of the vineyard! = 


INDIANA. 
From a Missionary Report. 


OBSTACLES ARISING FROM INTEMPE- 
Re RANGE, 


Perhaps no place at present presents 
more and greater obstacles than this. 
Intemperance prevails to an alarming 


extent. Hundreds, and perhaps thou-| 
sands of barrels of intoxicating liquors, | 
are vended and consumed here during | 
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the year. This, together with the 
prevalence of infidel principles, and 
the mad spirit of worldly speculation, 
have cast a cloud over our Zion, and, 
in some measure, ‘palsied the efforts 


sion of sinners. During the past year, 
there have been seasons when many 
appeared to be deeply affected, and of 
these some have united with the 
churches of different denominations, 
which have been formed since the 
commencement of the year. The 
number of those who are hopefully 
converted, and remain with us, is not 
more than four or five. | 


The remedy. 


At the commencement of this year 
we had a temperance pledge in circu- 
| lation, on the plan of total abstinence 
from ardent spirits alone. To this 
we obtained about fifty subscribers. 
Eut this we found entirely inadequate 
to effect the .end we had in view, 
namely, to prevent the forming a thirst 
for intoxicating liquors. Therefore, 
in November, the ministers of five dif- 
ferent denominations met to consult 
on the best means for staying the pro- 
gress of this wide-spread and over- 
whelming vice. It was resolved that 
each should preach on the subject of 
intemperance. We did it in course, 
three weeks elapsing between the ser- 
mons, and all denominations were in- 


vited to attend each lecture or sermon. 
Four of the five ministers who preach- 
ed on the subject, fully advocated the 
principle of total abstinence from 
| whatever can intoxicate. It is be- 
lieved much good will be the result, 
Already the influence is extensively 
felt. Many of the most influential 


|} men are now lending their influence 
|in its favor. Some of the young men 


who were in the daily habit of fre- 
quenting the tavern and grog-shop, 
are now sériously considering the 
matter, and some have already deter- 
mined to abandon the use of liquors. 
We hope, in a few days, to form aso- 
ciety whieh shall live and grow till 
the monster, alcohol, shall cease to 
have influence over our happiness, 
and be expelled from our borders, 


PA% 


which have been made for the conver- _ 


i838. 
A BORDER GOMMUNITY. 


- Notwithstanding many emigrants of a 


high character for intelligence and morals, 


have emigrated from the older settlements to 
the new ; yet there are some border commu- 
nities, a large proportion of whom appear to 
have fled from the restraints of religion and 


> 
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to take the trouble of conducting one. 
Iam, however, hoping to be able todo 
something for the children before 
long. You will readily see how diffi- 


cult it is for a Missionary, whose 


parish is a county, to do much in this 
way, unless he has a few active Chris- 
tians'to second his efforts and carry 


out his plans. I have never doubted 
that a few years would change the 
face of things here very much for the 
better, and if the Lord shall be pleased 
to grant us a revival of religion, the 
change will be great indeed. 


law, in the hope of indulging the passions of 
depraved hearts without the hindrance of 
public opinion. These, as fast as the Gos- 
pel,. with its train of influences, follows after 
them, unless they are reformed, seek to 
escape still further into the territory of dark- 
ness. Our correspondent below has had 


ee ot 


experience of this kind of men. 


I am not alone in the Gpinion thata 
change is taking place in the minds of 
reflecting men in my favor, and that 


the storm of opposition that has here 


been raised against me, by the enemies 


of religion, has in a measure spent its 


force. I have been told that some of 


the party who have been ready to cry 


out ‘‘ away with him,” are not back- 
ward to confess that my efforts in the 
cause of temperance, and my plain 
dealing in genera!, has been the great 


cause of rendering me unpopular with 
the mass of people. It does seem as 


though the disgusting lengths to which 


wickedness has been carried in this 
part of the country, must bring about 
a reaction before long. We have some 
decent men among us who despise the 
conduct of the many, but thev are in 
the minority, and mostly feel unwil- 


ling to hazard the consequences of 


taking a decided stand. I have been 


informed, that recently a party of 


young men in —— had a meeting, 
and danced entirely naked; such is 
the shameful length to which they feel 
at liberty to proceed in this new coun- 
try. Still that class of persons are 
beginning to move off, and now and 
then a more decent family moves into 
the country. A case recently occur- 
red which I hope may serve as an ad- 
monition to the intemperate. A man 
continued drinking till late on Satur- 
day evening, went home and eat his 
supper, and the next morning was 
found dead in his bed. 

At —— I have no: Sabbath school, 
because: we have no persons willing 


A THANK-OFFERING FOR SPIRITUAL FA- 
VORS. 
From Rev. M. H. Wilder, Fairfield, 
— Ind. 

I have preached once in four weeks, 
with the consent of my church and 
congregation, four Sabbaths, at Sand- 
Creek, Decatur.co. The Lord has 
given ‘us twelve additions to the 
ehurch. When they were received, 
I told the church, that they ought to 
show their gratitude to God for this 
display of his goodness, by a contribu- 
tion for some benevolent object ; and 
ina few minutes they raised $23 for 
your Society, and also $5 for the 
American Bible Society’s foreign 
distribution. 


OHIO. . 
; 
RESULTS OF MISSIONARY LABORs 


_ Seven years have now passed away 
since my labors as a missionary of 
your Society commenced. In many 
respects they have been seven pleasant 
years tome. Though I have endured 
privations, struggled with difficulties, 
and have been called to drink of the 
cup of affliction, I have never regret- 
ted leaving the land of the Puritans, 
and casting in my lot among the 
dwellers in the Great Western Valley. 
My object in coming here, if I know 
my own heart, was to do good. That 
object I trust the Lord has enabled me 


Wey? Ihave had frequent and pressing in- 


“” 


of Christianity; and if I can possibly 


as it now is, able to sustain the 


id 
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in some degree to accomplish. His MISSIONARY FRUITS. 
smiles upon my labors ‘have resulted | 
in the hopeful ‘conversion of a goodly | From Rev, 8. W. Rose, Homer, Lick- 
number of precious and immortal | - ang co., O. 

souls. Ihave enjoyed the pleasure of | 

admitting 160 to the church. 

Your past appropriations to this 
congregation have been greatly bless- 
ed. It has been estimated that at 
east 200 souls in this place and in 
neighboring settlements, have been 
orn again through the ‘instrumen- 
tality of my labors. Four new 
churches in the new settlements have, | 
in a good degree, been organized from 
lambs of the flock. 


Se 


The attendance on the ministrations 
of the sanctuary has been good, and 
gradually increasing in numbers and 
interest. I have lately added another 
to my places of preaching, where I 
expect to form a church should I con- 
tinue it. We have now a prospect of 
an addition of seven or eight to the 
number of our church members, on 
profession, some of whom I have no 
doubt will be important helps in the 
increase of our strength and efficiency. 

The past half year has been rather 
| Signalized by the advance of the tem- 
perance cause, than any other one 


A PERMANENT MINISTRY—RIGHT VIEWS. 
thing. The old society, formed aux- 


_Vitations to leave this field, and take 

the charge of older and better regula- 
ted congregations; but I look mainly 
to the regular and continued pastoral 


labors of the ministry for the triumph 


a little more than two hundred. A 
society formed in January last, under 
the pledge of total abstinance from all 
intoxicating drinks, now amounts to 
two hundred and twenty-five or thirty ; 
and another society is projected in the 
Bennington church, consisting of 
twenty or thirty members, which are 
soon to be organized, and will no 
doubt double their numbers soon. 
The two Sabbath schools that have 
been kept up have generally flourished. 
They are now doing well. Our 
maternal association has exerted a 
very good influence, and is now pro- 
mising well. I cannot but feel that 
our prospects are on the whole quite 
encouraging, although I have been 
sometimes disappointed in not seeing 
so immediate results from labor as I 
had hoped. 


be sustained in this field, and life be 
spared, I would rather not leave till 
Isee this church, smalland insufficient 


ordinances of God’s house, within its 
bounds, 


The above extract shows the writer, who 
is a Missionary of the A. H. M.S., to pos- 
sess sound views of the true interests of the 
church, and the right spirit of self-denial in| 
promoting those interests. Ministers and 
congregations must learn to put up with 
some ificonvenient and even unpleasant cir- 
cumstances. No pastor is perfect; and 
churches may as well make up their minds 
to it first as last. On’ the other hand, there 
is no field of labor but hasits trials and diffi- 
culties. , In every community there are some 
wicked and unreasonable men; and in almost || 
every church some false brethren, who em- 
barass the labors and grieve the heart of the 
servant of God. These evils are neither 
cured nor avoided by flight; they must be 
borne, and lived down. Faith, charity, and 
good works,and perseverance therein, are the 
only true remedies for such trials. We trust 
the example quoted above will find many to 
follow it. 


boa 


From Rev. B. Woodbury, Plain, 
‘Wood Co., O. | 


Our church has a little more than 
doubled during the last year, having 
received into its communion twenty- 
three—six by letter, and seventeen by 
profession. Our small Sabbath school 
has been augmented bythe addition 
of two branches, one containing about 
thirty, the other twenty-four pupils, 
making in all about seventy. We 


iliary tothe Am. T.S., numbered in all 


ae 


“er 


i aA, ° 
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have in the §. S. library about 100 || 


volumes, great and small. We have 
had in operation two Bible classes. 


CANADA. 


From a Missionary on the Frontier. 


at | 
la 


ARDENT SPIRIT AND THE SPIRIT OF WAR. 


The cause of temperance has de- 
clined here the Winter past. It has 
been owing to what is called patri- 
otism. The spirit of war and ardent 


spirit, are nearly connected in this 


place, there being much more liquor 
used here than formerly. 


Another writes: 


The disturbances in this province, 
which have called out the greater part 
of our people as riflemen, &c., have 
had a bad influence on religious feel- 
ing. The trainings, the movement 
of the troops from place to place, have 
had a bad influence on the temperance 
cause. 


Another, speaking of the disastrous effects 
of the disturbances in Canada during the 
last winter, makes the following statements, 
which should make all Christians more and 
more desirous to spread that Gospel which 
will cause wars to cease even to the ends of 
the earth. 


At the beginning of the year my 
prospects were bright and cheering ; 
my congregation was large, and very 
attentive; many were anxiously in- 
quiring what they must do to be saved, 
and others were indulging a hope in 
the mercy of God, through the blood 
of Jesus Christ; twelve stood pro- 
posed for admission into the church, 
and the Bible class and Sabbath school 
were both prosperous. But, alas, these 
cheering prospects have been be- 
clouded. Civil war and bloodshed 
have visited us in an appalling man- 
ner. At the commencement of our 
troubles, our place of worship was 
taken from us by the authorities and 
converted into a barrack for soldiers. 
In consequence of this my congrega- 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. 69 


tions were scattered; our Sabbath 
school and Bible class have been 
broken up ; intemperance, profaneness, 
and the desecration of the Sabbath, 
have swept over the community like 
a mighty torrent; society has like- 
wise been greatly broken up; many 
have fled into the United States, 
and those who still remain are very 
much divided on the questions. at 
issue; the father is against the son, 
and brother against brother. I could 


‘say much more upon this painful state . 


of things, but I forbear. All things 
shall work together for good to them 
that love God. 


From Rev. J. Robertson, Sherbrooke, 
; LOC. 


During the last six months I have 


regularly preached, once at Lennox- 


ville, and twice at Sherbrooke, every 


Sabbath, together with occasional 


sermons through the town, as opportu- _ 


nities presented themselves. The at- 
tendance is still gradually increasing, 
except when the state of the weather, 


and the roads, have prevented the | 
There - 


> 


people from getting out. 
appears to bea growing love for the 
Gospel. Several families now attend 
regularly, who were formerly in the 
habit of neglecting public worship. 
I hope several persons are truly im- 
pressed with the necessity and import- 
ance of salvation. Four persons have 
been added to the church since I wrote 
you last ; two by letter, and two by 
profession. Others are proposed for 
admission, but we consider it neces- 


sary to exercise caution, lest we build 


with hay, wood, and stubble, which 
will not stand the fire. We have now 
got into our new meeting-house at 
Sherbrooke. It is plain, but neat and 
convenient. It will contain about 
300, including the singers’ gallery. 
Our Sunday school is on the increase. 
The cause of temperance is gaining 
ground, and drunkards and rum-sellers 
are becoming ashamed of their con- 
duct. The church have renewed 
their application for aid another year. 
I do not believe that they can possibly 
set forward without assistance to the 
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‘same amount as formerly. I think |) worship with what they were when 
no candid person, who compares the ||I came here two years ago, will say 
‘present state of feeling in this place, || that your liberality has been lost. 


,and the disposition to attend public 


Aupiltary Societies and Agencies, 


THE, WESTERN AGENCY OF THE A. H.M.S. 
FOR THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 


Tue “ Western Agency,” which is a 
board of inquiry and reference for the 
district embracing seventeen of the 
western counties of the state of New- 
York, has been re-appointed for the 
year commencing May, 1838, and is 
composed of the following gentlemen, 
Viz :— 


_ H. Dwicut, Esq., Chairman, Geneva. 


Rev. M. P. Sauier, do. 
Rev. P. C. Hay, do. 
Hon. J. Surneruanp, LL. D.; do. 
Mr. A. B. Hatt, do. 


Mr. H. H. Seetye, do. 
Rev. J. Ricnarps, D. D. Auburn. 

Rev. J. Hopxins ~ do. 
Rev. M. L. R.P. Tompson, 


bes (ere, daigua 
WALTER HusBEL Esq., do. 
Rev. Tryon Epwarps, Rochester, 
Mr. Harvey Exy, . do 


Mr. A. CHampion, do. 

Rev. Wo. L. Srrone, Vienna. 

Mr. H. Prart, Buffalo. 

Rev. A. T. Hopxins, do. 

Rev. J. C. Lorn, do. 

Rev. Joun A. Murray, Geneva, Cor- 

responding Secretary, and Agent. 
*.* Funds for the A. H. M. 8S, 

and applications from the above field, 

should be forwarded to the Agent at 

Geneva. sy 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


The board during the year have 
been called to mourn the loss of one 
of their number, who for several years 
has been associated with them in the 
discharge of the duties of the agency. 
The Hon. Samuel M. Hopkins, the 
profound lawyer, the upright judge, 
the conscientious Christian, the devo- 
_ ted friend of Home Missions, has rest- 
ed from his labors in the midst of us. 
He needs not oureulogy. Hecame to 
his grave, like a shock of corn cometh 
in his season. His death is a public 


loss. A great man has fallen in Israel. 
Weare distressed for thee our brother; 
very pleasant hast thou been unto us. 
We sorrow that we shall see thy face 
no more; yet not as others who have 
no hope. 

The step which the Executive Com- 
mittee at New-York were obliged to 
take, near the commencement of our 
missionary year, in requesting the 
Missionaries not to send in their drafts 
on the treasury, as they could not be 
met, has affected the feeble churches 


|jon this agency in the following ways: 


1. Several churches have been 
obliged to give up their pastors. We 
have occasionally received informa- 
tion like this from our Missionaries, 
“T have been obliged to ask a dismis- 
sion from my people, in consequence 
of not receiving my missionary appro-. 
priation.” $ 

4 Some eh 46 have been un- 
willing to apply for aid, lest the 
might add to the embarrassments F 
the Society. A letter received from a 
church in Steuben Co., enclosing $8 
for the A. H. M. S., says, “ There are 
few in our church that can pay a dol= 
lar for Home Missions as has been 
proposed. Many of us have not a dol- 
lar at our command in the whole year- 
And knowing the embarrassments of 
the Missionary Society, we have been 
under the necessity of doing without 
preaching the greater part of the time, 
rather than solicit aid. We have had 
but 14 Sabbaths’ preaching for a year 
and an half; and this we have been 
enabled to pay for ourselves.” This 
feeling we should judge has been deep 
and wide spread, as the preceding 
year we granted 70 commissions, while 
during the year under review we have 
granted but 45. The preceding year 
12 new fields were taken up; this year 
only 3. Our moral wastes have been. 
leftalmost untouched. In these wastes: 
wejare told the morals of the people 
are becoming more loose, and the Sab- 


1838. 


‘bath more and more desecrated. A 
Missionary in Allegany county writes 
under date of March 30, 1838, ‘ There 
are many in this county that seldom 
hear the Gospel. preached. I have 
travelled through a number of the 
Western states, and think this and 
Cattaraugus Co. more destitute than 
the far West, in proportion to popula- 
tion. Ifsome of the brethren who are 
-going forth laden with the bread of life 
would turn their attention to this field, 
they might find hundreds of famishing 
smners.” The preceding year, 10 new 
meeting-houses were erected or their 
building commenced; but this year we 
have heard of but 3 that were building 
by the churches receiving aid; and the 
building of some of these has been sus- 
pended. A letter received during the 
year, after stating that the Missionary 
had been obliged to leave, in conse- 
quence of not receiving his missionary 
appropriation, adds, “And our meet- 
ing-house which we had commenced 
building is suspended.” Such works 
do not ordinarily advance where there 
1s no minister, 

3. The Missionaries in the service 
of the Society have been greatly em- 
barrassed, and have been obliged to 


turn their attention, in a painful de- 


gree, tosecular concerns. Says one, 
in a letter to me, on receiving the re- 
quest not to send in his draft, ‘I feel 
as much disconcerted as those who 
have failed for thousands; how to pay 
my debts, and support my family, I 
know not.” Said another, in Chau- 
tauque co., “Much of my salary for 
1836 remains unpaid, and I have re- 
ceived but little the present year ; I 
am therefore deeply involved in debt. 
My health leads me to expect an early 
termination to my labors. I cannot 
but have anxiety to leave my family 
free from debt. May I be permitted 
to draw on the Society for the mis- 
sionary aid now due me?” Another, 
in Erie Co., writes: “ Don’t forget 
us longer; my wife is going to the 
grave, and my expenses must, in con- 
sequence, be increased. A bill was 


presented to me, three months ago, of 
$25, by her physician, not a dollar of 
which have I yet been able to pay; 


and to pay the hired help of my house, 
I had to dig potatoes from my garden, 
and carry them in @ little wagon to 
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Buffalo, 18 miles, and peddle them 
from door to door. In this way I raised 
#95.” Another writes, whose people 
can only give him $125 per annum, 
“that he tilled a small piece of ground, 
and raised his own vegetables, and . 
obtained most of his own wood du- 
ring the year, some on his back, and 
some with his horse, and that he was 
not able to take any- periodical but the 
Home Missionary, which was sent 
him without charge.” When. the 
churches neglect to help the Mission- 
aries who are struggling to build up 
the Redeemer’s kingdom in places 
like the above, the iron of want enters 
their very soul. 

4. There have been fewer conver- 
sions and additions to our mission- 
ary churches than in some former 
years. This is what would be ex- 
pected from the diminished number of 
Missionaries, and from their embarass- 
ed circumstances. The preceding 
year, 24 revivals were reported in our 
missionary churches on this field, and 
883 additions, 615 of whom were on 
confession ; but in this year only 9 re- 
vivals are reported in our missionary 
churches, and only 438 additions, 268 
of them on confession. The troubles 
in Canada, which have strongly exci- 
ted many parts of this field, have also 
had their influence. in hindering revi- 
vals, and in diminishing the number 
of additions to our churches. Hope- 
ful appearances, and even revivals, 
have been suddenly checked by the 
“border war.” 


“The Spirit, like a peaceful dove, 
Flies from the realms of noise and strife.” 


When the churches shall contribute 
so generally and liberally for Home 
Missions, that Missionaries shall not 
be obliged ‘‘ to leave the word of God, 
and serve tables,” then as on a former 
occasion, it may be added, “‘ And the 
word of God increased, and the number 
of disciples multiplied.” Acts,6:2-7. 

5. An unusual number of churches 
have made an effort to do without mis- 
sionary aid, by sustaining the Gospel 
themselves. We rejoice to have 
churches take this stand, when the 
have the ability to sustain the Gospel, 


and to, “quit themselves like men.” 
| But we do not think the great cause 


promoted by churches taking the stanu, 
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when, in consequence, they have 
preaching only a part of the time; or 
when it is at the expense of their min- 
isters, who do not realize the amount 
aimed to be raised, and are obliged 
soon after to leave; or when it is at 
the expense of the benevolent institu- 
tions of the day. We do not rejoice 
that some churches who have thought 
they would sustain the Gospel. them- 
selves, have determined that. they 
could do nothing for the benevolent 
institutions of the day, as all they 
could collect among themselves was 
needed for their minister. Unless 
the church that adopts this course is 
a “peculiar people, zealous of good 
works,” their minister will receive but 
a poor support the first year, and a 
worse support the second year ; for 
“there is that scattereth, and yet in- 
creaseth, and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty.” Itis a peculiar excellence 
of the A. H. M. §., that nearly as 
much as it gives to the struggling 
churches, is immediately paid back by 
these churches to the different be- 
nevolent societies; when, were it not 
for the encouragement given them by 
the H. M. Society, but a small part of 
what is now contributed by these 
churches, would be contributed to 
these societies, and but a few of the 
churches would have pastors. 

Such have been the ways the feeble 
churches on the agency have been 
affected by the request the Executive 
Committee at New-York were obliged 
to make to the Missionaries of the 
Society. If requesting Missionaries 
not to send in their drafts to the 
treasury for want of means to meet 
them, had a'similar influence through- 
out the United States, it might truly 
be said, a wave of moral desolation 


has rolled over the United States, and. 


the Home Missionary cause has sus- 
tained an injury which it will require 
years to repair. 

_ The receipts on this field have been 
$10,685 57. In these receipts we 
have one donation of $1,000, and one of 
$500. Six churches, that in ordinary 
years, with little effort, would have 
contributed at least $3,000, have not 
been visited during the year, and their 
donations have not been received. 
The receipts of this year are, notwith- 


standing, an advance on those of for- 
mer years. 

The churches which have been 
sustained by the agency on this field 
during the twelve years of its opera- 
tions, now contribute to this cause 
nearly enough to sustain all the feeble 
churches, which, within the same 
bounds, ha e applied for aid during 
the last -— so that it may be said that 


the feeble churches are sustained by ~ 


those who a few years ago were aided 
by the Society. 

The missionary operations of the 
year under review, show, ina new 
light, the importance of the A. H. M. 
S. Let it cease its operations, or let 
it be merely hindered in its onward 
course by the want of means to carry 


on its operations, and the cause of 


Home Missions, and of the Redeemer, 
suffers an irreparable injury. The 
waste places of Zion are suffered to 
increase in desolation and wildness. 
The feeble churches are left to pine 
without a preached Gospel. Ministers 
of the Gospel are oppressed and bur- 
dened with anxiety to know how they 
can subsist. Distress and want enter 
their homes, and to a painful degree 
they are compelled “to leave the 
word of God, and serve tables.” As 
a consequence of this, there are not so 
many revivals in our little struggling 
churches; not so many hopefully con- 
verted and added to these churches ; 
not so many raised up in them to 
preach the Gospel; and not so much 
done in them to carry forward the 
benevolentoperations ofthe day. We 
are, therefore, prepared to say, that 
the A. H. M.S. must Be susTamnvep 
AT ALL EVENTS. Neglect this cause, 
and our country will groan with pre- 
vailing and abounding. wickedness ; 
the feeble churches in our land will 
bleed ; and the best interests of the 
world willbe retarded. For, as the 
moral wastes of our land are built up, 


and our nation becomes truly convert-. 


ed, the cause of Christianity will ad- 
vance in the earth. Neglect Home 
Missions, and the’ Foreign Mission 
cause will pause; the pious youth of 
our land will not have that encourage~ 
ment to enter the ministry that they 
otherwise would have, and the Sun 
of Righteousness will enter a cloud 
that will soon shroud our land and 
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world in gloom. We feel thankful to 
God that he has taught us this lesson, 
although at so great anexpense.. Let 
it now be written, and “known and 
read of all men,” that the A. H. M.S, 
MUST BE’ SUSTAINED AT ALL EVENTS. 

The Board are of opinion, that the 
A. H. M.S. ought to be enabled to 
enlarge greatly its efforts. It is 
believed the effort might be advanta- 
geously made to double its operations. 


It is a question whether this ed 


be done, although there is such a 
dearth of ministers. Let the best men 
in our country, the men of the most 
commanding and extensive influence, 
who have piety and zeal to engage in 
this work, be sustained over the des- 
titute churches in large and important 
fields. We need the best men in ou 
land, in regions where the Redeemer’s 
cause has made but small progress, 


and where the little churches are al-| 
mostcrushed with the abounding wick- || : 


edness and prevailing errors. Let men 
be selected with great care. from the 
churches of our American Israel to 
take charge of one or more of these 


almost destitute counties; to rally, | 


encourage, and give influence and 
respectability to the feeble churches 
in them, and a vast deal more, with 
the blessing of God, would be accom- 


plished for Home Missions; and, 


probably, in the end, with less expense, 
although it would demand at first a 
great increase of funds. An effort 
like this would tend not a little to 
raise up the men; and with the bless- 
ing of him who says, “ Open thy 
mouth wide and I will fill it,” the 
men of suitable character, and in suit- 
able numbers, will be found. 

But can the means be raised to 
double the operations of the A. H. M. 
S.2 We unhesitatingly answer, yes. 


Should every communicant who pro-| 


fessedly favors this Society, contribute 
but $1 per year, the necessary amount 
would be raised. Some single 
theatres in our large cities are yearly 
sustained by a larger sum thanis now 
contributed by the Presbyterian and 
Congregational churches in the U. 8S. 
for the American Home Missionary 
Society. It is believed, that if a sin- 


. gle day should be selected to take up 


a collection for this Society through- 
out the U.S. in all the churches who 
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favor the Society, and. that each 
church then make an effort to raise at 
least $1 for each communicant, that 
as large a sum might thus be raised in 
a day as is now raised throughout the 
year. The plan of setting apart a 
single day for a general, simultaneous 
effort was rather privately tried on 
this field in a number of the churches 
that the Secretary could not visit. 
He requested those churches to take 
up a collection for the A. H. M.S. 
on the first Sabbath in January. And 
although the request was sent princi- 
pally to the feeble churches, and only 
to those who during the year had not 
forwarded their donations, yet still it 
is believed that several thousand dol- 
lars were subscribed on that day 
which will be ultimately realized to 
the Society. The experiment, it is 
thought, is in favor of its trial ona 
more extended scale. 

It is believed the A. H. M. 8S. has 
that hold on the confidence and affec- 
tion of the Christain community, that 
it will be sustained in all judicious at- 
tempts to increase its operations. As 
large a sum can probably be raised for 
this Society as for any other—not 
even excepting the American Board 
for Foreign Missions, if the necessity 
of raising so large asum exist.. Many 
would not be content to give merely 
one dollar a year to thiscause. Many 
would yearly make themselves or 
friends Life Members, or Life Diree- 
tors of the Society, by payment of $30, 
or $100.. Many in the U. 8S. might be 
influenced to sustain.a Home Mission- 
ary, by a yearly donation. of $100. 
And some others might be found who 
would give the Society at once $1,500, 


and thus lay a foundation to have the 


Gospel preached in some feeble congre- 
gations for many generations, if not to 
the millenium. No man of wealth, 
who loves his Saviour, ought to think 
himself. prepared to die, and appear 
before his Great Benefaetor, without 
laying such a foundation. When 
Judge Hopkins was on his death bed, 
he made an arrangement to have the 
Gospel sustained a year in some fee- 
ble congregation. It was one of his 


last acts in behalf of a cause that lay 


near his heart, and whose interests he . 
considered identified with the true in- 
terest ofhis country. Through his lib- 
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erality a feeble church enjoys the sta- 
ted ministrations of the Gospel, and 
‘thus being dead, he speaketh.” A 
donation of $1,500 to the Society at 
once, would enable the donor to do for 
many generations, what Judge Hop- 
kins, by a donation of $100, did for a 
single year. Are there not many in 
western New-York, and in the United | 
States, who, bya donation of $1,500, 
will lay a foundation to have the Gos- 
pel preached in some feeble church or 
or churches to the latest generations ? 
In behalf of the Board, 
JOHN A. MURRAY, 
Secretary. 


under crushing responsibilities, and 
our hearts were aching in view of the 
gloomy prospects of our feeble church- 
es and poor Missionaries, the storm of 
ecclesiastical displeasure broke upon 
us from our highest court. Most of 
our churches were thrown out of fel- 
lowship as unworthy of an inherit- 
ance, a place or a name, in the 
“Household of Faith.” Our beloved 
Society, also, which has sent out half 
of our ministers who are preaching 
the Gospel to the 5,000,000 in our 
western valley ; which had broken the 
bread of life to more than 2,000 of our 
churches, and to which more than 
1,500 churches were then looking for 
help, or were receiving help from it; 
this Society, with more Missionaries 
and churches then under its patronage 
than any other society in all Christ- 
endom, and which was called into be- 
ing by the cries of the neglected suf- 
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CENTRAL AGENCY OF THE (A. H. M. 8, IN 
THE STATE OF NEW-YORK.. 


Mr. Samuet Srocxine, Utica, 


Joun Brapisu, Esq. do. fering portions of God’s family,which 
Rev. Amos Savaee, do. /had always been “ passed by on the 
Rev. Joun B. Suaw, do. other side;” this Society, which had 
Rev. Joun W. Fow ter, do.. expended $600,000, doing the office of 
Mr. Epwarp VERNON, do. a neighbor to the perishing millions, 


and which had been blessed of God in 
bringing back from hopeless rebellion 
more than 30,000 souls to the obedi- 
ence of faith, and the bosom of the 
church ; this society washeld up as a 
nuisance, and the churches called upon 
to withdraw their confidence and con- 
‘tributions from it! — 

With such prospects before us; 
with such embarrassments around us, 
and with the responsibilities that were 
upon us, we had no time to spend in 
murmuring or complaints, nor have 
we yet found time to begin. It was 
soothing to be still and think, “ The 
Lord reigns.” We did not doubt that 
all these things would work together for 
the good of our injured churches, and 
the increaesd prosperity of the mis- 
sionary cause, if we would humble 
ourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, ‘love him more fervently, and 
serve him more faithfully. 

Our pecuniary prospects imposed 
the necessity of diminishing the num- 
ber-and amount of our pledges. We 
never before felt the pain of withhold- 
ing from churches which asked and 
our compassions were yearning over neededassistance. We have issued but 
our friends, and others, whose dissipa-} 30 commissions, and have given pled- 
ted fortunes had left them helpless, ges to the amount of only $2,587 50, 


Mr. Sy_vesteR AYLESWORTH, do. 

Mr. SpENcER, KELLOGG, ros sor 
Rev. Ira Pertisone, New-York Mills, 
Rev. Moses Cuass, Clinton. 
Gerrirr Smitu, Esq., Peterborough. 
Rev. Israri Brainerp, Verona. _ 
Rev. Moses Grier, Rome. 

Rev. Dennis Piatr, Homer. 

Rev. A. EK} Camppeii, Cooperstown. 
Rev. Jonn Detamarer, Fairfield. — 
Rey. Aswan Cranz, Utica, Cor. Sec, 
and Agent. 
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was then careering through our large 
cities, prostrating alike the strong and 
weak, and threatening to derange and 
embarrass, if not to overwhelm, every 
department of human enterprise in our 
land. Confidence was failing, credit 
ceasing, business stopping. And while 


ene 
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since the commencement of the clos- 
ing year. The number of Missionaries 
who have labored on this field the 
past year, including those who were 
previously commissioned, is 49, and 
the number of churches aided is 53. 
Though the amount of labor we 're- 
port, as performed by our Missionaries, 
is but 32 years—considerably less 
than formerly ; yet there has been more 
labor bestowed upon our feeble church- 
es than during any previous year. 
T'welve of the churches we have aid- 
ed, and some which we shall have to 
aid hereafter, by a special effort on 
their part, and special sacrifice on the 
part of their ministers, have sustained 
‘themselves a part, or the whole of the 


year. At least 8 years pastoral service 


has thus been secured, making the 
amount 40. a | 
Much as we apprehended from the 
commercial embarrassment of our 
state, and the distracting influence of 
ecclesiastical ‘censure, we have expe- 
rienced no harm. And we feel called 
upon to render grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the God of Missions for the 
merciful: disposition he has made of 
these portentous events. Instead of 
alienation of feeling from this blessed 
work, there has been an unusual de- 
velopment of mutual sympathy for the 
millions of our countrymen who are 
still unblessed with Christian ordinan- 
ces, and. an increased manifestation of 
confidence in the A. H. M.S., as the 
appropriate channel of sending relief. 
And instead of diminished funds, the 
receipts from our. churches exceed 
those of any former year. Including 
a few of the eastern churches visited 
by the Cor. Sec., and an unusual num- 
ber of others, which, on account of the 
pressing necessities of our western 
Missionaries, and the exhausted state 
of the parent treasury, sent their col- 
lections, amounting to $1,400, directly 
to New-York, the income of: our 
agency the past year has been more 
than $5,000. 
_ . We are unable to say how much 
good has been done. 
~ tempt to describe the beneficial effects 
of giving the Gospel of Christ to any 
portion of mankind, without a con- 
sciousness of an utter incapacity for the 
work. Thousands of God’s poor, we 
know, have been cheered and strength- 
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| their Saviour. 


We never at- 


TO 


ened in their pilgrimage by the stated 
Thou- 
sands of the unconverted have been: 
taught their danger, and directed to_ 
The refreshing and 
regenerating influences of the Spirit of 
God have descended upon. several of 
our little churches and congregations. 


‘ Hundreds, who were last year dead in 


sin, now hope they are alive in Christ. 
Considerable accession has been made 
to the number and strength of some of 
our churches, and an increasing soli- 
citude for a permanent ministry is 
more and more manifest. Our Mis- 
sionaries, as a body, we believe, are 
prayerful, studious, self-denying, la- 
borious men—men who can _ honestly 


say to their people, ‘‘ We will very. 


gladly spend, and be spent\for you, 
though the more abundantly we love 
you the less we be loved.” About five 
thousand times these brethren have 
preached that Gospel. which is “ the 
power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” But who can 
gather from the thousands they have 
addressed, and hold out to human view 
the results of these labors? They 
have attended not less than 3,000 con- 
ferences and. prayer-meetings, and 
they have made from 5,000 to 6,000 
family visits, carrying the precious 
Gospel treasure into every neighbor- 
hood, and from house to house, com- 
mending it to all, rich and poor, young 
and old, living and dying; but the 
bearings and final issue of the influen- 
ces upon the present and future gene- 
rations, who but 'Omniscience can 
tell? They have portrayed from week 
to week the melting scenes of Calvary, 


and the fearful scenes of the judg- — 


ment before the minds of 3,000 or 4,000 _ 
children and youth in Sabbath schools 
and Bible classes, and they have met 
from 400-to 500 times with a few of 


: Con +. 2 . ive ee See So av 
| the choicest spirits, in their respective 


churches, at the different Monthly 
Concerts, to join in special prayer to 
God for his blessing on Sabbath 
schools and Bible classes—on the op-= 
pressed millions of our land—on those 
who do business on the great waters, 
and on the labors of the church for the 
conversion of the heathen world. We 
cannot doubt that some of these labors 
have been blessed, and some of these 
prayers have been heard by him whose 


Z 
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thoughts and ways are as much abovel|be “exceeding abundantly above all 
ours as the heavens are above the earth.|/ we can ask or think.” us 
And the good he will secure to his By order of the Board, 
church by these humble means, may A. CRANE, Cor. Sec. 

_ \ Utica, April 17, 1838. . 
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Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S&., from May l5th to 
| June 15th, 1838. a 
Re-appointed. - Rev. Nathan Burton, Ridgebury, Ct. 
Rev. i lea Bragaoimestitute churches in Rens-|| Rev. Geo. Hall, North Fairfield, Ct. 
selaer co., N. 


Rev. G. N. Smith, Plainfield, Mich. Not in Commission last year. 

Rev. Jacob Tuttle, Jefferson, Franklin co., O. Rey. Enoch R. Martin, Mount Vernon and Utiea . 
Rev. P. L. de St, Croix, Highlands, Orange co.,N. Y. churches, Ind. 

Rev. J. J. Jones, Welch ch., New-York city. Rev. Matthew A. Fox, Sherman, Mich. 

Rev. J. K. Moser, Carbondale, Pa. © Rev. G. Crawford, Milwaukie, Wis. Ter. 

Rey. Asa Johnson, Peru, Ind. Rev. T. B. Hurlbut, Edwardsville, Ill. 

Rev. C. W. M‘Pheeters, Union, Mo. — Rey, J. J. Miter, Knoxville, Ml. 


Rev. C. F. Prentice, North Fairfieid, Ct. 
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The Treaswrer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
| 


Mercer st. Oh. mon.-con. coll., by Mr. Ww id, by Rev. Mr. Beard 5 00 
Nelson, 17,34; W. Shaw ; est Bloomfield, by ra Mr. Beardsley, 


20, 
Second Avenue Oh., Wm. k. Dodge, 50; 


- the following sums, from May 15th to June 15th, 1838. ee 
NEW HAMPSHIRE— , 1) Osbornville, James Robertson, 10; E.P.  _ 
Miss. Soc., viz. Derry Cong’! Ch., to con- ~ _ Robertson, 2, - 32:06 
stitute Rev. Pliny B. Day a L. M., 30 00|| Panama, Cong., by Rev. A. W. Gray, 25 00 
MASSACHUSETTS— Somers, Fem. Miss. Soc., Miss Turk, Tr. 7 00 
Missiouary Society, viz., Calais, Me., Troy, V. W. Wickes, Esq., to const. his 
~ Orthodox Ch., : 25 00 daughter, Miss Mary Wickes, a L. M. 
Conway, legacy of Amos Bacheldor, 50 00) 30; Second Pr. Ch. H. M. Assoc., by 
Essex North, Aux. Soc., + 62 00}| __ C. Lyman, 19,12, 49 12 
Franklin, 100 00|| Wadham’s Mills, N. Y., Ch., 45; Rev.S. ‘ 
Hampden Co., H.M.§., 69 ‘77 R. Woodruff, 4, 49 00 
Newburyport, Ladies’ Soc., 100 00||NEW-JERSEY— 
Pepperell, Ladies’ H.M. Soc., 100 00|}| South Orange, Pr. Ch., mon. con. coll., 5 64 
Geo. K. Budd, through N. Willis, 10 00/|PENNSYLVANIA— . 

Cash, 903 81|| Cannonsville, mon. con. coll., by J. 
CONNECTICUT— Howland, _ 198 
Ellsworth, Cong’l Ch., by D. Gould, 12 00}|TENNESSEE— ; : 

Fairfield co., West, H. M. Soc., G. St. Crooked Creek and Little River, by D. 
Jobn, Tr., First Cong. Ch., Norwalk, 123 59 Wilson, . 10 06 
Middletown, Fem. H. M. Soc., of which INDIANA— . 
$30 is to const. Rev. Zebulon Crocker || Sand Creek, Ch., by Rev. M. H. Wilder, 23 00 
al. M. ‘ 53 00|] Friend, 1 06. 
New Haven, East Dist., H. E. Hodges, —_—- 
ckaaeiets 58 25 $2207 26 
‘ New London, friend of the Redeemer’s : 
cause, by E. Learned, Esq., - 20 00 K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. | 
Newtown,Cong.ch,, by Rev.N.M. Urmston, 7 50 ; 
Sharon, Cong’l Ch. and Soc. bal., by D. |Rev. John A. Murray, Agent of the Western — 
- Gould, © 5 %5|| Agency at Geneva, N. ¥., acknowledges the re- 
Sherman, Cong’l Soc., by Mr. Mead, 31 05|| ceipt of the following sums, from May 1 to June 
- Southbury, Cong’l Soc., to const. Rev. 12, 1838. ; 
 (W.H. Whittemore a L. M. 35 00]| Ashville, 5 00 
NEW-YORK— Auburn, 1st Presb. Ch., . 30 81 
Cattskill, Orin Day, 250; C. L. Buck, 10; Burdette, Ladies, 5 55 
_E.B. Day, 5, . 265 00/| Howard, lst Ch., by Rev. Mr. Everett, 13 50 
Jamaica, L. 1., Pr. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., Kennedeysville, by do. 91 50 
_ by Mr. Rider, - 12 221) Ovid, , 60 00 
Moriches, Ch., 16; Rev. J. Moase, 9, 25 00/|. Prattsburgh, by W. L. Porter 10; ladies, 
New-York City, viz., to const. Mrs. Susan Pratt a L. M., 35, _ 45 00 
Bleecker st. Ch., mon. con. coll., by N. || Rochester, J. Seymour, Esq., 100 00 
Wilbur, 4,94; E. A. Russell, 10, 14 94!) Rushville, ‘ 40 00 
Duane st, Ch., W. M. Halsted, 400; C. 0. Starkey, 3d Ch., 10 00 
Halsted, 100, 500 00}| Union Springs, 11 00 


S 
= 
@ 
Q 


Mrs. Dodge, 5, 


4 


THE 


AMERICAN PASTOR’S JOURNAL, 


OR, 


SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 


CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 


ee 
}. 


| CONVERSION OF A UNIVERSALIST. 
« He that winneth sauls is wise.” 
[Furnished by a Pastor.] 
Mrs. C., when I came to this place, 


was an avowed Universalist; and in 
fact, one of the most prominent 


females among them ; she was ready 


to combat any one who opposed that 
sentiment. When theeffort was made 
to procure a library for the Sabbath 
school, I stated to the people, that the 
books were to be inate and religious, 
but not sectarian; and that the object 
was not sectarian, but to benefit the 
whole community. Mrs. C. took a 
decided interest in the object, I sup- 
“pose to let us know that the Univer- 
salists had some public spirit as well 
as others; and for this supposition I 
have pretty good authority. She be- 
came a teacher, and her husband’s 
brother, also an Universalist, the 
librarian. She read the books, and 
from that time attended meetings. re- 
gularly. I soon discovered that she 
was not a listiess hearer; but I rather 
avoided coming in contact with her, 
knowing that she was proud-spirited, 
and believing that she would not 
bear a direct presentation of the 
truth. After some two months or 
more, the superintendent of the Sab- 
bath school proposed to her to have 
a Bible class in her neighborhood, and 
wished to know if she would attend. 
She said that she would, but she 
would not agree to take any part in it. 
Consequently, the object was given 
up, knowing that if she would not 
take a part in the class, very few, if 
any others would, as almost the en- 


tire neighborhood were Universalists. 
But in the course of three or four weeks 
after this, she proposed of her own 
accord to the superintendent of the 
Sabbath school, to havea Bible class, 
and wished to know if he thought that 
I would be willing to attend. He ac- 


jcordingly informed me, and a class 


was commenced. I gave outas the 
lesson, the first chapter of Genesis. 
At the opening of the class I informed 
them that it was not my object to ex- 
hibit sectarian sentiments, but simply 
that we should study the Bible, un- 
biassed by any preconceived opinions; 
that in order to come at the truth, we 
must lay aside all prepossessions, and 
study the Bible, as though we had 
never seen it before; and that all were 
at perfect liberty to express their own 
epinions freely; that they need have 
no fears of offending me by offering 
views which they knew were different 
from mine, for any person might attack 
and overthrow my sentiments if they 
could; for if my views of truth could 

be overthrown by man, it would be a ~ 
kindness rather than an injury nae 
it done; for if they cout not stand 
before man, they certainly could not 
stand before God. I then observed, 
that if we were offended or alarmed 
when our sentiments were attacked, 
that it was evidence that we felt the 
weakness of our creed; and then illus- 
trated the assertion by the following 
comparison. Suppose a man is living 
in an old shattered house, which the 
slightest shock might throw down, he 


|would be instantly alarmed or offend- 


ed, if his neighbors only in wanton 
sport, should seize it with their hands 
and begin to shake it. But if, on the 
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other hand, his house were firmly 
built of stone, they might shake until 
they were weary, and he wouldremain 
unmoved. Mrs. C. felt the force of 
this reasoning. 1 also observed, that 
if we really desire to come at the 
truth, we shall be willing to look at 
all sides of a question, That it was 
not enough to labor to prove our sen- 
timents correct, but we must go over. 
to the other side also, and labor to 
prove them erroneous. 

These arguments appeared, as she 
afterwards informed me, to prepare her 
mind to study the Bible impartially. 

The first objection which she start- 
ed, was against the reality of the ex- 
istence of the garden of Eden. She 
thought that the language was figura- 
tive. I immediately took up that side 
of the question, and endeavoured to 
prove it figurative; but the more we 
attempted to gather evidence that it 
was figurative, the less we found; and 
Mrs. C. seeing me so willing to take 
the side of the question against m 
own belief, became convinced that I 
was willing to give the subject an im- 
partial examination, and felt, that in 
order to be honest with herself, she 
must do the same. She therefore re- 
quested the evidence in favor of the 
positive existence of the garden, 
which was given; and she was con- 
vinced that the garden of Eden, at the | 
creation, had a real existence in this 
world. This was the’;commencement 
of a new era with Mrs.C. She went 
home impressed with the truth that it 
was not only necessary, but that hon- 
_esty required, in order to establish 
truth, that we must candidly weigh 
the arguments which go to disprove, 
as well as those which prove a system. 
She then came to the conclusion, that 
she would be honest with herself, 
and, as she had labored much to prove 
the doctrine of universal salvation, she 
would now take the opposite ground, 
and see if it could be disproved. When 
she had once commenced this course, 
her universal principles soon fled, or 
were so scattered by the truths of re- 
velation, that she could gather them 
no more. 

She continued to attend the Bible 
class, but never started another objec- 
tion. va 


_ This process, of course, was un- 
known to me; and as all her friends 
were Universalists, I felt that it was 
not best to intrude myself upon them ;. 
consequently I did not visit them. Not 
long after this, however, she invited 
me to call on them. I did so, but know- 
ing her haughty spirit, I forbore to talk, 
with her directly, as her mother was 
present, but endeavoured to keep the 
‘subject indirectly before the mind. 
When I left, I gave her an invitation 
to callon us. Ina short time she did 
so, but in company witha relative, and 
|} although most of our conversation was 
of a religious nature, yet I could dis- 
cover that she did not wish to have it 
direct, while others were present. 

She then inquired if I made it my 
practice to visit the sick, and being 
answered in the affirmative, she in- 
formed me that one of her neighbors 
was quite low, and wished to know 
precisely when I would visit her. I was. 
a little surprised at her being so par- 
ticular, but informed her that I would 
do so on the.coming Friday. ‘I accord- 
jingly called at the time, and found 
Mrs. C. there; and when I conversed 
with the sick woman, Mrs. C. drew 
near, and listened with the most pro- 
found attention while I endeavored, in | 
the plainest possible manner, to direct. 
the sick woman to Christ. _ 

When I left, as I was going directly 
by her house she observed that she 
would accompany me; and she soon 
manifested, that she had sought. this 
opportunity to converse on the subject 
of religion, although she appeared to 
labor to conceal her convictions. 

The next week, our protracted meet~ 
ing commenced; and she attended 
constantly, from Sabbath until Wed- 
nesday night, at which time I gave an 
opportunity for those who desired the 
prayers of the people of God to mani- 
fest it by rismg. She arose alone. 

fter the meeting for the evening 
had closed, she was asked, “why she 
arose?” and*to conceal her feelings, 
she said that she did it “to try the effi- 
cacy of Christians’ prayers.” Know- 
ing that she had done similar acts be- 
fore, on purpose to deceive Christians,, 
I hardly knew whether to consider her 
in earnest or not, and thought on the 
whole it was best to take no notice of 
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it. The next day she did not attend 
meeting, and a few days after, learn- 
jing that she was sick: I called, and 
found her confined to her bed. She 
then, for the first time, threw off all 
reserve, and I had an opportunity of 
conversing plainly and faithfully with 


her on the state of her soul; but still’ 


she requested that I would “keep it 
entirely to myself.” Knowing-her pe- 
culiar disposition, and her situation— 
her friends all being Universalists—I 
thought it prudent to do so, but men- 
tioned her case in a prayer meeting as 
a subject of prayer; in such a way as 
that the person should not be known. 
She was borne to the throne ef grace, 
] trust, in earnest prayer. From that 
time to the present she has made the 
people of God her companions, has 
constantly attended our meetings, has 
avowed her renunciation of her former 
sentiments, and takes a deep interest in 
all the duties of Christianity, and al- 
though she has not yet made a public 
profession, I cannot but think her a 
child of God. .. 

Of all the Universalists in the place, 
she would probably been thought the 
last one, who would embrace the 
religion of the Gospel. } 

It will be seen by this short sketch, 
that she has had in a measure to force 
her way alone, for her disposition was 
so well known, that Christians feared 
to converse with her. I give this state- 
- ment, with the belief, that if it is given 
to the public, it may possibly suggest 
to some a course to be pursued with 
persons of similar character, which 
perhaps all have not thought of. 


ia 


**REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP 
IT HOLY.” 


In religion, as in rhetoric, we may 
in general rightfully adopt the rule 
“Nec Deus intersit nisi dignus vin- 
dice nodus”—not to suppose Divine 
interference, except on occasions wor- 
thy of such distinction. Nevertheless 
there are times when the dispensations 
of Providence seem to be so accurately 
fitted to answer the purpose of sanc- 
tions of the law of God, that we can- 
not resist the conviction that the same 
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we 


hand that wrote the statute, has inter- 
posed to vindicate its dignity, and 
to-punish the transgressor. Perhaps 
there is no command of heaven which 
has thus received the testimony of 
Providence—blessing those who Lee 
it, and blasting those who break it— 
oftener, or in a more striking manner, 
than that which charges us to “remem- 


ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”. 


The “ Pastor’s Journal” has recorded 
several instances of this kind; I pro- 
pose to add another. 

Several years since, in the city of 
, a pious lady lived opposite to a 
large manufactory where various kinds 
of machinery were constructed. The 
proprietor of the establishment was 
preparing a locomotive engine, to run 
on a rail-road which was shortly to be 
opened; and it was understood that 
several engines were to be exhibited 
on a given day, as candidates for the 
patronage of the rail-road company. In 
order to get his maehine in readiness, 
his workmen were made to labor on 
the Sabbath. The lady referred to 
was detained on that day from the 
house of God. During the whole of 
the morning her ears were filled with 
the din of labor in the factory ; engines 
were blowing, wheels were rumbling, 
cranks and hammers making their pe- 
culiar noises ; in short every evidence 
was afforded that an unusual amount 
of work was done. Her soul over- 
flowed with compassion for the per- 
sons thus engaged in profaning the 
holy Sabbath, and she was filled with 


the most solemn apprehensions that — 


they would be made the subjects of th 

divine displeasure, visibly manifested. 
She went to the throne of grace, and 
poured out her soul before God. But 
this did not satisfy her feelings; she 
was convinced that she must in some 
way warn them to desist from tramp- 
ling on the institutions of heaven. 
Accordingly, as it would have seemed 
indelicate to go in person, and might 
have provoked personal abuse, she de- 
termined to write a note. She did so. 
She commenced it with the fourth 
commandment, transcribed at length. 


She then proceeded to expostulate 


with the violators of God’s holy day, 
and to remind them that nothing was 
to be gained by trespassing on the 


? 
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rights of God; that God, was:able to 


arrest thera in the midst of their sin; 
and that if they persisted in their 
course, they had reason to apprehend 
he would punish them in a signal 
This note was sent to the 
factory ; but yet the work went on, it 
is believed, until the engine was com- 
pleted. The lady, finding her efforts 


of no avail, “ went and told Jesus;” 


and conscious of having done her duty, 


referred the matter, with much grief of 


heart on account of those who broke 
God’s law, to the righteous arbitrament 
of him who doeth all things well. A 
week afterward, that locomotive en- 
gine, with the manufacturer and his 
son, reached the place appointed for 
the trial of speed. Again it was the 
Sabbath day. Anxious to test the 
powers.of their machine, they deter- 


mined to make an experimental trip, | 


preliminary to the public competition. 
They started, but some person un- 
friendly to their views, had laid sticks 
and other obstacles on the track. As 
they were approaching one of these, 
the engine was partially checked, 
and the son alluded to sprang off to 
snatch from before the wheels the 
piece of timber which lay in their way, 
In doing this he was caught by some 
portion of the works, fell under the 
engine, and was crushed to pieces! 
Thus was that machine which was 
finished on. the Sabbath, and whose 
first trial of speed took place on the 
Sabbath, made the means of hurrying 
out of life one of the principal persons 
concerned in the sin; and of carrying 
agony and mourning into the bosoms 
of a large family of relatives. 

It may be said, that we cannot sup- 
pose God to have interposed on this 
occasion, when so many, every week, 
break his law and yet escape his 
vengeance in this world. To this it 
may be replied, that there is reason to 
think there was, in the ease recited, a 
peculiar hardihood in persisting after 
solemn and affectionate warnings; and 
therefore the offence may have been 
so aggravated as to call for a special 
display of the disapprobation of God. 


MY HOUR OF TRIAL. © 
‘When I was looking forward to the 
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sacred office, there were few to lend a 
helping hand. It was through doubts 
and darkness that I groped my trem- 
bling way. After a few months’ study, 
under favorable circumstances, I felt 
committed to the church and to God, 


to spend my life as a minister of the 
Gospel. Nosooner was this point fixed, 


than all outward circumstances made 
against me. One after another, my 
resources were cut off, and I was com- 


pelled to intermit my studies, and re- 


sort to labor as a means of immediate 
support. How dark. and trying those 
days were, none can know who have 
not seen their dearest objects wither 
before their eyes, and feel long ‘che- 


rished hopes expire in their breasts. 


Nothing but the grace of God upheld 


me in that time of sorrow. But there 


was one hour darker than all others. 
My father, who was a’pious man, and 
warmly seconded my desires to enter 
the ministry, came to see me on one 
cold, dreary Winter’s day, to sympa- 
thize with me. From the leanness of 
his poor purse—(though from the full- 


ness of a father’s heart )—he drew forth 


a dollar bill, it was his last; but he 
gave it tome. We sat, and talked and 
tried to comfort each other under our 
common griefs. Presently I missed 
my money. We made diligent and 
thorough search, but it was no where 
to be found. At length I cast my eye 
upon the stove, over which we had sat 
hovering, and there, just under the 
edge of the door, was asmall corner of 
the bill yet unconsumed, remaining to 
tell me what had become of the re- 
mainder. This little drop of trouble 


caused my cup, which was brimming 
‘before, ta run over. 


It seemed as if 
Providence was against me; and O the 
agony of spirit which I endured! until 
humbled and submissive, I lay down 


like a weaned child, at the foot of the 


throne. That was my hour of trial; 
then first I learned the sweet uses of 
adversity, “From this day do I look 


back to that distant moment, and feel 


that then I was taught both how to 
bear my own, and pity other’s wo. 
And I believe most firmly, that Heaven 
kindly brings us into such straits and — 
darkness for the purpose of maturing 
our graces and fitting us the better for 


} its service. 
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Go, & . Preacu the cee . Mark xvi. 15. 
How shall they PREACH, except they be sent ?... Rom. x. 15. 
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Drager for the PAissionavies. ai 

Our missionary brethren not cateauendy Christian brother with whem Sie can nid 
close their communications with a simple, ||counsel, and to whom he can unburthen his 
yet often heart touching Tequest to be re-|/soul. In the feeble and scattered condition 
membered in the prayers of those who sus-||of his little flock, and in the immorality and 
tain them in their fields of labor. - irreligion that reign around it, there is every 

They look for greater blessings to descend || thing to dishearten. His temporal necessi- 
upon themselves and upon those to whom |! ties too, are but illy supplied. Give us this 
they minister, through the prevalency of|/day our daily bread—the supplication that 
the effectual, fervent prayer, than it is possi- || passes; with so little emphasis the lips of 
ble for earthly bounty to bestow. Itis plea- others, to him is full of import. He feels 
sing to see them thus panting after spiritual || his need of Christian: sympathy and Chris- 
good—keeping in view the great end of||tian countenance. He feels his need of the 
their ministry—throwing themselves upon || presence of Him who has all power in heaven 
the bosom of the church, to be borne up in|/and on earth. And to him it is a delightful 
the arms of her faith to the mercy seat for||thought, that there are those who love the 
a Father’s richest blessing. kingdom of his Redeemer, bending in hum- - 

And shall they look and plead for this re-||ble supplication before Heaven in his behalf 
membrance at the throne of grace in vain ?|/_praying that God would be with him and 
Will those who have cheerfully contributed ||pless him—make him a faithful and success- - 
for the supply of their temporal wants, be||fyl minister of the New Testament, and give 
unmindful of theirspiritual? Will they ac-|/him the blessedness of turning many unto 
count it a hard service; to intercede for them righteousness. 
continually in the presenceof Him with whom || In accomplishing his appropriate work too, 
is the residue of the Spirit? Or will they||the Missionary needs the prayers of God’s 
rather say, for Zion’s sake we will not hold people. How utterly impossible is it for 
our peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake we will || him to fulfil the end of his mission, without 
_ Not rest, until the righteousness thereof go||/the constant presence of God and: the spe- 
forth as brightness, and the salvation theteof cial manifestations of his power. He can 
as a lamp that burneth? preach the word, but God only can subdue 

The condition of the Missionary, presents ||the heart. He can wear away his life in 
him before us as a meet subject for our most]| sacrifices and toil, but if the Spirit be not 
important prayers. He has heard the cries|/poured and from on high, every where 
of the needy and his:heart has been touched ||/around him there will be one unbroken 
with compassion. He has left behind him|| scene of moral desolation—no shaking will. 
the delights of cultivated society, and hast-||be heard among the bones, and there will be 
~ ened to proclaim Christ and him crucified to ||no regurrection to life immortal, 
the perishing, He is far, perhaps, from any'! He is living and laboring ‘t00, not for the 
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present generation only. Heis laying foun- 
dations for all coming time. How much 
does he need that wisdom which is from 
above, that the plans which he forms, the 
institutions which he establishes, the many 
trains of moral causes which he sets in 
‘motion, may pour their blessings upon un- 
numbered multitudes, long after he shall be 
‘gathered to his fathers. 

There is great encouragement too, to pray 
for the Missionary. The work in which he 
is engaged is peculiarly pleasing in the sight 
of Heaven. To seek and to save them that 
were lost—to preach the Gospel to the 
poor—to open the prison doors to them that 
were bound, and to make the desert and the 


solitary place glad, was the work in which} 


the Redeemer of men specially delighted. 
And those who go forth in his namie, for the 
accomplishment of objects: so dear to his 
heart, may look up to him with confidence 
for the seal of his approbation; and those 
who plead with Heaven for the Missionary’s 
success, may be sure that he who loves Zion 
infinitely better than they do, is far more 

_ ready to answer their requests, than they are 
to prefer them. | - 
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God has heard the voices that have in- 
voked blessings upon missionary labors the 
past year—he has given the witness of his 
Spirit, and multitudes have felt the trans- 
forming influence of his saving power. And 
we believe him to be now saying to all who 
love the cause of Missions, Giving doth not 
impoverish me, nor withholding enrich me. 
Bring ye all the tithes into the store house, 
and prove me therewith, if I will not open 
the windows of Heaven and pour you out a 
blessing, till there shall not be room enough 


SSE 
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to receive it. 


Let believing and importunate prayer be 
offered continually by all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in behalf of the Missionaries of 
the Cross—let the sanctuary, the conference 
room, the family altar, the closet—all testify 
to Heaven, that this cause is engraven upon 

the hearts of the saints, and soon shall the 
desert rejoice and the wilderness blossom as 
the rose. 


Christian reader, will you bless the cause 
of Missions, not only by your contributions, 
but by your prayers ? 


4 
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rom Rev. G. C. Wood, Paris, Mo. 
GoD GIVETH THE INCREASE. 

In taking a retrospect of my last 


quarter, I can see but little that has | 


been accomplished; although I have 
been enabled to meet every appoint- 
ment, and have always had large and 
attentive audiences. The first week 
in April the Presbytery of St. Charles 
met in my church; and the meeting 
was well attended by ministers and 
laymen. We had been looking for- 
ward to this meeting witha good deal 
of interest, hoping to have a season of 
-refreshing. We had much precious 
truth disseminated among us, in the 
progress of the meeting, but from some 
cause, known best to Him who search- 
est men’s hearts and holds the bless- 
ing in his hand, the season passed by 


without any signal display of his pre- 


Reports of PWissionarics, 


sence. I had, previous to this meet- 
| Ing, in company with one of my elders, 
|visited every member of ovr church, 
and thought, from the apparent state 
of feeling in the chureh, that we were 
in some measure, at least, prepared for 
a blessing. But the result has taught 
us, that as poor, dependant, self-de- 
celved creatures, we “shbahie get in 
the dust before God, plead guilty, and 
beg for mercy. . PRE NAS 


“ Cursed be the man that trusteth in man 

| and maketh flesh his arm.” “Not by 

might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts.” “Neither is he that 
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planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; 


but Gop, that giveth the increase.” 
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point of health and general prosperity 
irour temporal concerns, in this section 
of country ; for which we have been too 
unmindful of the source from whence 
they flow. But the Lord is faithful 
and has chastised us with the rod of 
affliction, which, I pray God, may 
have its desired effect, especially upon 
those of us who are more immediately 
touched by the finger of God. 


TROUBLE WITH THE INDIANS. 


We have had some serious difficulty 
with a band of the Osage Indians of 
late. They have been in the habit of 
killing stock, and stealing Horses, for a 
long time, and not having any other 
means at hand, the inhabitants-have 
frequently gone in small bodies to 
their encampments, aad ordered them 
away ; and they would generally with- 
draw‘ without any further difficulty. 
But on the 10th of last month, it was 
found that they had been killing hogs 
in the neighborhood, and they were 
followed by thirteen of our citizens to 
their encampments, where six lodges 
where found, in a position apparently 
chosen for defence. But our men had 
no expectation of any such thing, and 
of course rode directly up to the lodges, 
to inquire for the hog thief. The 
leader of the band came forward, and 
they inquired of him for the man who 
had killed the hogs.. He soon became 
exasperated—declared he would kill 
the interpreter, and went to loading 
his gun. He was told to stop loading 
his gun. But he persisted in declar- 
jng that he would kill the interpreter. 
He was repeatedly told to stop, or 
the most serious consequences must 
ensue. But he finished loading his 
gun, and as he began to raise it, two 
rifles were discharged by our party, the 
contents of which brought him to the 


ground, Several guns were then dis-. 


charged from both sides, by which, it 
‘is said, that two Indians were killed 
and another badly wounded; and on 
our side, two of my sons were wound- 
ed, one. of whom, after experiencing 
great distress for about thirteen days, 


expired in death. The other, we trust, 


is \ onan way to recover. 
‘Thus you see we are brought into 


trials. May we have your prayers 
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hens 


that they may work for us the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness. My son 
has left a young widow with two chil- 
dren, one of whom has been born since 
his decease, to mourn his early depar- 
ture. He is cut down in the prime of 
life and usefulness, both in the church 
and in society at large. But the Lord 
hath done it, and we must submit. 


‘GRATITUDE FOR ASSISTANCE, 


We are bound to be very thankful 
to the American Home Missionary 
Society, for the assistance granted to 
this church and vicinity ; and although 
little seems to have been done, yet we 
hope you will not be discouraged from 
still continuing your aid. We are 
small and feeble at present, but we 
consider our position a very import- 
ant one. Our population is fast in- — 
creasing. Some from your great city, 
and some from the land of the pil- 
grims, are already here seeking a 
home. The country will soon be 
filled with inhabitants. How import- 
ant then, that suitable efforts should 
now be made to lay the foundations 
right, upon which institutions may be 
built, for the future and eternal benefit 
of all after generations. 


ILLINOIS. 2 EE ¢ 
From Rev. N. C. Clarke, Kane — 
Co.. 1 ee 


LABORERS WANTED. 


In this county, there are probably: 
between six and eight thousand inha- 
bitants, and there are only two Presby- 
terian ministers—brother Colton and 
myself. We very much need fellow- 
laborers. We have, each of us, the 
charge of two churches. Others might 
be formed. There are, at least, needed 
three additional ministers for this 
county. . 

The county north of this—McHen- 
ry, has no Presbyterian minister.— 
T'wo or three churches could be form- 
ed in that county, if ministers could, 
be found to take the charge of them. 

There is a very large and interest- 
ing settlement, called Virginia Set- 
tlement, near Chrystal Lake, where 
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considerable toward sustaining them. 
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~~ kingdom of heaven from us and give it unto 


~ Ps 


ie INDIANA. 


: 


St «= THE HOME MISSIONARY. (August, 


the past year, which still continues. 
I think my prospects of usefulness 
here are gradually brightening. 

Besides laboring regularly among 
my own people, I have occasionally 
preached to some of the destitute 
churches around me. During the 
year, 1 have spent two Sabbaths, be- 
sides several week-days, preaching to 
the Oak Ridge church and congrega- 
tion; and I hope not without some 
success. ‘T'wo individuals there have 
been hopefully converted within a few 
months, and some united with the 
church. Thus the Lord is giving us 
some evidence, that he has not utter- 
ly forsaken these little churches in the 
wilderness. 


our Presbyter has been requested to 
form a ste A church will soon 
be formed there. They need a minis- 
ter, and probably can nearly, if not 
quite, sustain one. | 

There are a great many inhabitants 
between this and Rock River, and, no 
minister, of our denomination. The 
distance between Fox River and 
Rock, is from 50 to 70 miles. In all 
that region, which is, for a new coun- 
try, thickly settled, there is no Presby- 
terian minister, in: ' 


I know of no Presbyterian minister 
in Wisconsin Territory, except on 
Lake Michigan. Yet the country is 
settling very rapidly. There are seve- 
ral settlements, where they wish for 
the labors of ministers, and could do 


See 


Why are these regions of destitution and 
thousands more like them, unvisited by the 
heralds of salvation? Is it because these 
heralds are so few? Is it because none of 
them are unemployed ?—none of them seek- 
ingemployment? Is it because they are not 
working men—not willing to throw them- 
selves into the fore-front of the battle and 
bear the heat and burden of the day? Is it 
because the Church does snot do her duty, in 
providing for the support of the laborers in 
the wilderness? Is it because God is in 

_judgment permitting the missionary spirit 
to decline, that he may. ere long take the 


From Rev. James N. Shields, Bain- 
bridge, Putnam Co., Ia. 


AFFLICTION. 


In the mysterious providence of God, 
brother Bell—a ruling elder in my lit- 
tle Pleasant Hill church—and his 
companion, were, not long since, re- 
moved from the church of God below, 
we trust, to the church of God above, 
without a moment’s warning. Their 
loss is deeply felt by the little, feeble 
chureh. Brother Bell was an active 
Christian, and his name will long re- 
main dear in the memory of surviving 


those that will bring forth the fruits of it? friends. 


Reader, if you will ponder this inquiry, we 
think you will perceive strong motives for 
prayer to the great Lord of the harvest, that 
‘he would send forth laborers into his har- 
vest. : 


MERCY DROPS. 


We have had two sacramental meet- 
ings in my Poplar Spring ehurch, 


which was a blessed meeting. The 
hearts of God’s people were refreshed 
from on high, and the season will 
long be remembered with delight by 
the friends of Zion in this region. 
The other was on last Sabbath. And 
although we had not, on this occasion, 
SO great an excitement as we have 


From Rev. Solomon Kittredge, Bed- 
Jord, Lawrence Co., Ia. , 


_ ENCOURAGEMENT. 


The cause of truth, within the 
bounds of this church, is evidently 
gaining ground. Meetings are better 
attended; and there has been more or 
less seriousness, during the whole of 


bless God, that we were not left with- 
out evident tokens of the divine pre- 
sence. It was a time, we trust, of 
ardent prayer and holy communion 


since my last-report; one in January, | 
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frequently had in this church, yet we © 
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with God. Three or our have been ps 
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_ difference. 
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added to the church, and others we 
know are deeply awakened and anx- 
ious on the subject of religion. 

‘Thanks be to God for these mercy 
drops. May my life be spent in ad- 
miring the riches of that grace that 
brings salvation to man. 


OHIO. 
From the Report of a Missionary. 


THE SABBATH SCHOOL THE NURSERY OF 
THE CHURCH. 


Our Sabbath school is well attended, 
and excites an increasing interest 
among the people of our township. 
The prospect at present is, that 
the church must, through this insti- 
tution, rear up its own members. The 
adult population, owing to a variety 
of causes, forbid the pleasing hope of 
their becoming the worthy members 
of the church of Christ. Univer- 
salism is doing infinite mischief here. 
It operates like an opiate to the con- 
science. Where its influence is felt 
to a considerable degree, the Sabbath 
is profaned, the house of God is ne- 
glected, and all the dread realities of 
a future retribution, are matters of ne- 
glect, derision and contempt. Many 
of our oldest and most influential citi- 
zens are of this cast; our justices of 
the peace, school committees, &c. 
What a prospect! you are ready to 
exclaim. But it is truly so. So we 
found this township and vicinity ; so 
it still remains, with the exception 


. that the means are in operation to se- 
cure to the service of God, as we hope, 


at least.a portion of the rising genera- 
tion. 

Emigrating from a region where re- 
vivals were common and powerful, 
and where the most hopeless were 
often, by the grace of God, made the 
happy subjects of divine mercy, I was 
wont to conclude that I might look for 
similar effects, under the same truths, 
in this country. But, without limiting 
either the power or grace of God, I 
believe that entirely wrong religious 
education lies at the bottom of the 

Wikeatiiuae at the East 


a>uly 


¢ 


‘THE HOME MISSIONARY. — 


; “ | | , 
4 Sus 


4 ‘ 
. P 364 5 Se . 
Met as *2 85 
Wades ie 


and the apparently hopeless, have © 


been, in most cases, correctly in- 
structed in the great principles of re- 


ligion. Here, the same class, and | 


almost every class, have to unlearn 
what they have learned wrong, which 
is not very common any where, and 


to learn things right, which they will 
not do, unless brought under the influ- — 
ence of the Sabbath and the sanetuary. 


1 know that God is able to exceed our 
most sanguine expectations on this 
subject; but will it not be going out of 
his ordinary course of operations? Can 
we hope for large accessions to the 
church, until our Sabbath school in- 
structions shall have ripened in the 
minds of the children and youth of 
this congregation, and they are thus 


prepared to bring forth fruit to the 


glory of God. 


From Rev. Benjamin Woodbury, 
Plain, Wood Co., O. 


MISSIONARY EXCURSION. 


I have just returned from a week’s 
tour up the Maumee, starting on Mon- 
day and returning on Saturday. The 
extreme points of ministerial labor 
being Brunensburgh and Providence. 
I preached seven times to very good 


congregations—visited many families, x 
distributing tracts and books without — 


price, and finding much interest in the 
minds of many on the subject of reli- 
gion. I formed two Sabbath schools, 


engaging teachers and others to sus-— 


tain them, and leaving them a few 
books for a library to begin with, giv- 
ing the children a talk when I could. 

I reached Providencé on Monday 


noon, 12 miles from this, having swum ) 


my horse across the Maumee 20 miles 


above Perrysburg, riding myself in a_ 


little boat. This place is quite new, 
though somewhat a town—a thorough- 


fare. I told the landlord that I should 


be glad to preach to them on my re- 
turn, Friday, 6 P. M., if a place could 


be furnished. He very politely went | 


with me to a stage proprietor, wl 

very pleasantly granted his room. On 
my return, I hastened through the rain 
to reach the place, and in crossing a 


be 
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ravine, swollen by the rapid rise of 


waters, my horse dropped a foot 
through some logs, plunged and 
threw me, head first, into the water. 
Some canalers came to my relief— 
pried out my horse’s foot, and we both 
came safe to land, completely drench- 
ed. I went on—turned my shirtee the 
other side out—dried a collar on m 

arin, and arrived half an hour after the 
time —put my horse at the tavern and 
went to the room, which was nicely 
fitted up, but no audience, I sat a few 
minutes, and informed the good people 
of the house, that the meeting would 


be at candle-light. I then went to 


both taverns, and gave notice of the 
meeting—engaged some friends from 


Defiance to aid in getting ‘the people 


out. The room was well filled, be- 
sides a solid body at the door. The 
text was, “ Without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord ;” and I said, at the 
close, I will come again in three 
weeks, if a room can be had. A gen- 


tleman arose and said, a room, he] 


doubted not, could be furnished. 

I have been thus particular, because 
_ this is the first established meeting in 
the place, if this was not the first 
preaching ever had there, 
to hold on there, if God permit. And 
so, I trust, will all the destitute places 


of our country be possessed by the in- 


stitutions of our holy religion, and by 
the friends of that cause which is or- 
_dained to prosper. | 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


From a Missionary among Germans. 


The population of this place is 


mostly German, and some cannot un- 


derstand the English sufficiently to be 
benefitted by the preaching of the 
word. The 

members of 
and Lutheran churches, and, to some 
extent, prejudiced against the English 
and Presbyterian worship. Indeed, 
some have been violently opposed to 
the formation and progress of our so- 
ciety, and the little ehurch has been 


obliged to walk through some trial, , 


though, at the present time, none is 
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are also very generally 
the German Reformed 
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openly shown, and we receive contri- 
butions for the support of Presbyterian 
worship from members of the German 
churches, who are favorable to evan- 
gelical religion. 

God is visiting the German churches, 
in a very few instances, around us, and 
I by no means despair of having the 
“ Spirit poured out from on high” on 
this barren spot. Indeed, this is, to 
some degree, my expectation. I know 
there is no salvation without the 
“Holy Ghost sent down from heaven,” 
and our hope is, that he will thus work 
by the feeble words spoken, and the 
means used by his people in this place. 
In visiting, I find some little circum- 
stances pleasant and encouraging. I 
feel satisfied in laboring here, and am 
somewhat sanguine that my future 
labors, under God, may be more effec- 
tual, owing to my better acquaintance 
with the people and the community. 


gee 


From Rev. John H. Bernheim, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 


On the 18th of March, after five 
months’ instruction and prayer, 13 in- 
dividuals were taken into the mem- 
persbayes the church. 

On the same day I was called to see 
an old man of seventy-six years, who 
had been confined to his bed by illness. 
He expressed his ardent desire to be 
baptized. After I had conversed awhile 
with him, and found him to be truly 
penitent, I baptized him in the name 
of the triune God. The next day he de- 
parted this life, full of faith in his Re- 
deemer. 

On the 27th of April I attended the 
burial of an aged mother, who had 
been confined to her bed for many 
months, by a painful and lingering 
disease. I visited her frequently, but 
found her- very self-righteous. But 
one day, as Icalled upon her, she re- 


eeived me with tears of joy, and ex- 


claimed, that last night she hoped she 
pe, haope grace, and the crown of 
justification. We praised God for his 
great love towards sinners. 

Last Sunday, after preaching, the 
Lord’s death was celebrated in the holy 
supper, by 73 of his followers. It was 
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asolemn occasion, indeed. The tem- 
ple was filled, and the promise real- 
ized: “Behold, 1 am with you even 
to the end of the world.” 


conscience most powerfully, as well as 
a spirit of piety kept up in the hearts 
of Christians. It also draws the cords 
of love closer between minister and 
people. I have also distributed the 
American Tract Society’s volumes 
pretty freely through my vicinity, and 
they are blessed heralds of mercy, I 
trust, to many. Our Sabbath school 
and Bibleclass keep up their interest ; 
upwards of one hundred are engaged 
every Sabbath in studying the blessed 
word of God, and I think there appears 
considerable solemnity on the minds 
of several members of the Sabbath 
school. 


NEW-YORK. 
From Rev. Wm. Waith, Napoli, N. Y. 
SEASON OF REFRESHING. 


First, I bless and praise the great 
Head of the church, for what he is do- 
ing here through my feeble instru- 
mentality. Our little sanctuary is 
crowded every Sabbath with solemn 
and attentive hearers, and increasingly 
so, from week to week. Four were 
added to the church by letter in Octo-}, 
ber—four by profession, in January— 
six more were examined yesterday 
for admission at our next communion 
season. There is a great number who 
are still under deep convictions, In- 
quiring what they shall do to be saved. 
One or two others have professed a 
hope in Christ within a few days, but 
too late to be examined. 

There has been no special effort 
made beyond the stated preaching of 
the word on the Sabbath, except that 
occasionally I have preached in the 
week in different neighborhoods— 
sometimes two or three evenings in a 
week. These evening meetings are 
generally crowded; and if my poor 
broken body could sustain the labor, 
I could have large congregations every 
evening in the week—such a thirst ap- 
pars for the hearing of the word of 

ife. 


From Rev. J. M‘ Gregor, Morristown, 


CHURCH ERECTED. 


My labors at this place have been 
continued for the last quarter as for- 
merly. The attendance on the public 
ministrations of the Sabbath is greater 
than in former periods, in consequence, 
partly, of the increased facilities we 
enjoy for public meeting, and I think 
also, from a more general desire to 
hear the word. Our people have just 
finished a neat and comfortable meet- 
ing-house, in which we now assemble, 
and which adds greatly to the outward . 
prosperity at least, of the congregation. 
This has been a considerable time in > 
progress, and once fears were enter- 
tained that it would not soon be finish- 
‘ed. But these fears have proved. 
groundless; and by the good hard of 
God upon us itisdone. Our Sabbath 
school is well attended, and there is 
reason to believe is productive of much 
good. Serious impressions are che- 
rished, and in a few instances at least, 
hopes are entertained of being renewed 
by the Spirit of God. 


PASTORAL VISITATION. 


But my chief attention has been di- 
rected to visiting from house to house. 
I have generally devoted the first three 
days of the week tovisiting. Thursday 
is devoted to receiving visits at home 
from those who wish to converse on 
religious subjects; the remaining two 
days are set apart for study. Thus I 
aim to visit every family in my parish 
at least once in two months, and some 
oftener, as I firmly believe that in this 
way the word is brought home to the 

ue. Beer 


Aid become effectual. 


I think our people at Morristown 
will not require foreign assistance to 
support the Gospel after the termina- 
tion of this year in July. The assist- 
ance darived from your Society here- 
tofore has much helped them, and I 
‘trust gratitude to God for-the bénefit, 
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will induce them as the Lord prospers 
to give the means to send the Gospel 


to others. 


and singing, hearing the report of © 
some visiting committees previously 
appointed, and in free conversation 
) upon the state of religion in the soul 
Thus, every year, the A. H. M.S. is ho-||of each member present, so far as 
nored of God, in placing one after another of they chose to tell us of their religious 
the churches in a condition to sustain itself | feelings. It was to mea season of re- 
and'to help others. Who can estimate the|| freshing, and I trust to most, if not 
_advantages derived froma single case of this|| all, present. Many have said, that 
_kind—from the house of God erected, and || they have never attended a meeting 


ig ie int for the relicious|| Of this church in which there was so 
serving as a rallying point for the religious || © ; ; 
? ving point sot terseligia much harmony of feeling manifested, 


feeling of the community, around which the 


associations of childhood may elu ster—from 
the permanent ministry—the hallowed in- 
structions returning with every Sabbath— 
the Sabbath school and Bible class? Who 
can measure the advantages secured to our 
land by the aggregate of such cases of suc- 
cessful aid ? 


From Rev. Feliz Kyte, Lumberland, 
| N. Y. 


PRAYER ANSWERED. 


_ It gives me pleasure to inform you 
. that of late God has been, and I trust 
is now, in the midst of us, eonvincing 


and converting souls. The prayers of 


our beloved sisters in their own social 
circle, have found their way to the ears 
of the Lord of Sabaoth. He has an- 
swered and given us a refreshing sea- 
son. Several of our dear youth be- 


longing to the Sabbath school, to-|| 


gether with the instructor of our dis- 


trict school in advanced life, and some 


others, have, we trust, been the sub- 
b) d ~ 3 7 


jects of renewing grace, and others| 


are still inquiring what they shall do 
to be saved. 


4 


From Rev. Geo. Freeman, Perrin- 
ton, N. Y. 


CHURCH CONFERENCES. 


We have had some church Confer- 
ences, which have been very interest- 
ing meetings, and the season prepara- 

tory to the last communion was to the 
church and myself one of very deep 
interest. I ‘preached in the morning, 


and I do not recollect of meeting a 
church under more pleasant eircum- 
stances for ten years past. 


f 


From the Report of a Missionary. 
f - *’ & HARD FIELD. 
It was with much fear and trem- 


bling, that I entered this field as your 
Missionary ; both on account of m 


feeble health and because I knew it 


was called a hard place. As it re- 
spects my own person, I have expe- 
rienced much of the goodness—the 
abounding grace of God, since I have 


been here. But Isee no prospect that 


I shall succeed in persuading but a 
small portion of this population to at- 
tend on the instructions of the sanctu- 


ary. The fact is, infidelity in its most 


demoralizing and destructive forms 
prevails here. 

Since our Sabbath school closed for 
the winter, I have tried to organize a 
Bible class, but cannot prevail with 
any regularly to attend. Parents, 
most of them, will not encourage any 
thing of the kind. But very few of 
the dear youth and children are taught 
to respect either God, the Bible, the 
Sabbath, or any religious institutions 
whatever. Most of them are taught. 
that religion is priestcraft, and that 
any man,.who will presume to tell 
them that there is an eternal hell for 
the ungodly, is a monster of cruelty 
and insensibility. “Hundreds, and I 
fear a majority of the whole popula- 
tion within five miles of my room, are 
governed by such principles and such 
a spirit as this. 

Every Lord’s day as it returns is 
openly, constantly and fearlessly de- 


and the afternoon was spent in prayer" secrated by the multitude. Drunken- 
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ness, profane cursing and swearing 
are seen and heard, 1 more’ or less, in. 
every street. We have a Temperance 
Society in the town, but it seems to 
be of but little use at present. Most 
of the villagers are opposed to any 
thing of the kind. They seem de- 
termined to hear nothing on the sub- 
ject of morals or religion. Many of 
the dear youth and ~ children, with 
whom I have attempted to converse, 
know little or nothing of their Bibles, 
their obligations to God, the reasons 
why they “should regard the Sabbath 
as a day of sacred rest, or why they 
should regard any of the institutions 
of the Gospel. ii 

It is common, when I attempt to in- 
struct and ‘Yeprove individuals, for 
them to say, “J am just as God made 
me,” or “Do you belteve that I can be 
a Christian?” or “Don’t you believe 
that God could make me different if 


he wanted me to be different 2” or “Do! 


you believe that God will send me to 
hell ? I don’t believe he will,” or “ If} 
I am sent to hell, then I must go, I| 
ean’t helpit.” &c. 
In view of these things, I often 
toan and weep. I think I can honest- 
Ty say, my heart’s desire’ and prayer 
to God for them is, that they may be 
saved. But with respect to many of 
them, I fear their day of grace is past ; 
or that they live only to: treasure up 
‘wrath and ripen for ruin. 
Some have once professed: godli- 
ness, but are now scoffers. | 


| 


There are || 
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have acquired a certain mode of think- 
ing, and peculiar notions of. church 
and religion, and have had their cha- 
racters generally formed in a country 
where we find much indeed to admire, 
but a great deal also, of which we can 
in no wise approve. The Germans 
are generally very favorably -known, 
as a warm-hearted, upright people, cor- 


‘rect in their morals, and honest in their 


dealings ; and: there i is doubtless much 
genuine piety among them, wherever 
German rationalism has not long and 
generally prevailed. I believe that the. 
religious ; character. of any people will 
derive many istinctive features from 
their peculiar national character, and 
from the institutions under which 
they live and by which they are in- 
fluenced. —Not, that religion and piety: 
could be essentially different among 
different nations. The difference con- 
sists rather in the manner in which 
the influence of religious truth is mani- 
fested ; so that the speculative Ger- 
man is given to contemplation and 
rather too much occupied with mere 


|| theory on the ene band, or inclining 


to a sort of sentimentalism on the 
other; the cool Englishman rather too 
much: to dry formalism; while the 
practical American is distinguished; 
for his greater energy and zeal in all. 
the active duties of religion. 


, CONNEXION WITH THE CHURCH: 


Now it must be adimitted, that the 


more of this description pe te than I] fact that the Germans have an estab: 


ever knew in any place. 


What a strong claim upon our sympathies 


lished church, that every one’ is com: 
pelled by law to contribute to its sup- 
port, to be a member of it, and to go 


have our missionary brethren in such fields through a prescribed lédlurse of instruc- 
of labor?’ How much do they need the most || tion preparatory to his admission into 
importunate prayers of the people of .God?|| the visible church, has, in various re- 


And how manifest is it, that if such a peo- 
ple are ever saved, they are to be made 
willing, in the day of Gop’s power ? 


MASSACHUSETTS. oP 


, “¢ 
From Rev. H. S. Smith, Missionary: 


vicinity. ‘gp 
GERMAN CHARACTER. 


“altscoffers.. 
are sincerely attached to the chung 
among the Germans, in be sno and.| and treat religion as a serious concern, aa 


spects, an unhappy: influence on many 
‘Germans.-'Tliose who, in this laa 
would ‘keep “aloof. from the chure 

there make a compulsory professiun of 
religion, and such persons, when they 
come to'this country, are very apt to Ye 
But even among those wh 


there are too many mere _ theorists, 
who set a great value on their religious: 
education and knowledge and think 


I have to deal with: foréigners, who|| that all is done, when they. contribute: 
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to the support of their church, and en- 
gage regularly in the external services 
and stated ordinances of religion. 
The Germans, therefore, come to this 
_ country as recognised members of the 
church, and, while they are not guilty 
of irregular and immoral conduct, it 
is impossible to deny them the gene- 
ral privileges of church members. 
To treat them otherwise, would be to 
excite a tremendous spirit of opposi- 
tion, or to drive them beyond the reach 
of religious influence; as it would be 
contrary to all their viewsand notions, 
acquired through the entire course of 
national education, and from their 
forefathers. While religion ought to 
be the first and great concern of life, 
it is, by, many of them, treated too 
much like one of the ordinary business 
affairs of life, consisting of a certain 
routine of forms and practices, and 
external duties. More or less of this 
spirit is very generally observed, 
though I would be far from saying that 
it is any thing like universal ;—for I 
am happy ‘to say, that in this I should 
. be contradicted by the many cases of 
genuine vital piety, to be found among 
the people under my care. 
- But as the Germans are regarded 
and treated at home as Christians, 
from the time of their admission to the 
church by confirmation, at the age of 
15 or 16, they do not, when they really 
experience the regenerating power of 
divine truth, make a renewed, public 
profession of their faith in Christ, 
nor give a public statement of their 
religious experience; but these ex- 
periences .are treasured up in their 
own bosoms, and made the subject of 
their private meditations, prayers and 
thanksgivings. The minister is thus 
left to infer the success of his labors, 
and the existence and progress of a 


work of grace among his people, from} 


the change which he.can observe in 
the walk and conduct of individuals, 
and to ascertain their religious state 
by visiting them frequently, and con- 
versing with them in private. 


Susceptibility to Gospel influences. 


While, therefore, my preaching has 


been, in a.great degree, directed against 
the evil effects of the German system, 
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it affords me the greatest pleasure that 
I am able to say, that the saving truths 
of the Gospel are evidently very gene- 
rally, though gradually, exerting their 
converting and transforming power ; 
that many are giving. cheering evi- 
dence of veme truly pious, and that, 
in gradually extending my more inti- 
mate acquaintance with these people, 
I am occasionally permitted to dis- 
‘cover cases of serious piety which had 
before been unknown to me. And 
while the regular preaching of. the 
Gospel has effected a general, and in 
many respects, total change in the 
state of things among the Germans of 
this city, the necessity of continued 
effort is not diminished. While many 
are leaving here, new arrivals gene- 
rally fill up the vacancies.’ Much, I 
trust, has been gained, but more re- 
mains to be accomplished. 


roughly instructed in the truth of reli- 


rance—the child of prejudices and 
practical errors, to contend with. And 
while-on scme subjects, the views of 
many who have arrived at mature 
years, are not likely ever to change 
materially, it is important that special 
pains should be taken to bring the 
rising generation to an early acquain- 
tance with the Lord—to use all the 
appropriate means, which, through the 
grace of God, and the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, may result in the true 
conversion and regeneration of young 
hearts. . 


| 


bring our Sabbath school into more 
and. more effectual operation. ‘The 
teachers assemble on Thursday even- 
ings at my house, in order to be them- 
selves duly prepared to instruct others. 
The Bible class, attended by myself 
on every Sabbath, has, I trust, been 
blessed to the souls of some. Five of 
the elder members of this class have 
lately, on my invitation, called on me 
at my house, and have solemnly de- 
clared, that a sense of sin, and their 
need of salvation, had led them to seek 
the Saviour; that they trusted the 

had become savingly acquainted ‘th 
him, and desired to make a public pro- 
fession of their faith: Another will 
probably be added, and I hope, in the 


i. 
( 


“_ 


idk nyt 


Although the Germans are all tho- - 


gion, there is yet much spiritual igno- 


Every exertion is therefore made to 


? 
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course of a few weeks, publicly to re- 
ceive these six young souls into the 
church, . 

. Upon the whole, I can truly say, 
that I have reason to feel encouraged 
by the effects with which it has pleased 
the. Lord, in his. grace, to crown my 
feeble efforts for the salvation of sin- 
ners. That since the organization of 
our church, a pleasing change has been 
effected, a new spirit is at work, and a 
new life developing itself among the 
Germans of this city, is manifest. 
May the Lord pour out his Spirit upon 
us, that his word may “run and be 
glorified” in the midst. of us. 


From Rev. Jesse Page, North 
Andover, Mass. y 


A GOOD BEY Ta, 


The orthodox church in this place 
was organized in September, 1834, 
consisting of thirty-one members. In 
September, 1835, I became their ‘pas- 
tor, Many and frequent were the 
clouds that coursed along our horizon, 
and cast a shade over our prospects. 
But the occasional drops of mercy that 
fell upon us sustained our spirits, com- 


-forted our hearts, and animated our 


hopes. --By the evident good hand of 
Providence, we were carried through 
the first year, amidst anxieties, and 
alternate hope and fear. “We had oc- 
easionally accessions to our number, 
of such, as we hope will be saved. The 
enemy predicted our failure. But 
hitherto the Lord hath helped us. Our 
Redeemer is the holy one of Israel. 
Everlasting praise to the rock of our 
salvation. | 

Sinee the organization of this church, 
forty-nine have been added to it. Five 
have died. One has been dismissed 
to ancther church. Three have been 
cut off from its fellowship, and have 
turned back to the garlics of Egypt. 
We have had, during the two last 
years, more different individuals attend 
our meeting than our house can well 
accommodate. But the fluctuations of 
business have sent many families that 


worshipped with us out of town. Our 


regular congregation, however, has 
en on the increase. 
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During the past year twelve have 
united with this church; three by let- 
ter and nine by profession. here 
are four or five who now indulge 
hopes, and some who are inquiring for 
the way of salvation. There have 
been connected with our Sabbath 
school the past year, one hundred and 
ten, including teachers. Besides the 
regular school in the church at noon, 
there have been two schools in the 
factory villages ; one numbering about 
twenty-five, the other about forty. 
Very few attend these who are con- 
nected with the school at our church, 
Our church and congregation have 
contributed, the. past year, thirty dol- 
lars for Foreign Missions, by monthly 
contribution, and twenty dollars in the 
Sabbath school for the support of a 
heathen youth. About thirty dollars 
for Home Missions from the Ladies’ 
Sewing Society, and others. Between 
thirteen and fourteen dollars for the 
Education Society, with miscellaneous 
contributions ;-amounting, in all, to 
about a hundred dollars. The Sab- 
bath school library contains upwards 
of three hundred volumes. 33 

We have reason to bless God for 
what he has done for us; but there 
remaineth yet much land to be pos- 
sessed. May the Spirit breathe upon 
this valley of dry bones, that they may 
live; and help us to ascribe (as is most 
justly due) all the praise to the Three 
that bare record in heaven. 


It is with deep interest that we have wit- 
nessed the progress of this little church of 
Christ, springing up, as have scorés of others 
in the state that are now among the most 
beautiful of the daughters of Zion, in the 
midst of a community who honor not the 
Son even as they honor the Father. How 
delightful to see its numbers increasing—ite 
house of worship fast filling up—to see the 
children and youth gathered into its Sabbath 
schools. to be trained for usefulness on earth, 
and fur glory immortal in Heaven—to see it 
recognising, too, in its generous coniribu- 
butions to the various departments of bene- 
volence, the claims of a dying world and 
aspiring, from veriest infancy, to the recom- 
pense of those who shall turn many to 
righteousness! Peace be within thy gates, 
and prosperity within thy palaces. 


P 


Hee in which more-than one 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
From Rev. John SN. Winter, Ossipee, 
| N. H. wae 


' The town of Ossipee contains a 
papulation of about two thousand. 
When I commenced my labors here, I 
found a living church well united, who 
for some years had enjoyed the labors 
of Rev. Abel Manning. In October, 
T received a unanimous call from the 
church .and society to become their 
pastor. The meetings ,are well at- 
tended on the Sabbath, and I humbly 
hope that some good has been effected 
through the preaching of the Gospel. 
A number have expressed a hope in 
Christ, though.there has been no gene- 
ral revival of religion. 
’ I have preached during the year 188 
times, besides attending conference 
and. prayer meetings. I have spent 
much time in visiting from house to 
house, visiting schools and distribu- 


ling tracts; every where endeavoring. 


to show the necessity of personal reli- 
gion, and the immediate duty of exer- 


cising repentance towards God and | 


faith in Christ.. Meetings for prayer 
have-been held in various parts of the 
town, and with increasing interest. 
The monthly concert is considered 
precious season to this church. 

A Bible class, containing about 
twenty pupils, is attended in the inter- 
mission of public worship on the Sab- 


bath. ‘Much interest is taken by those 


who attend the class; and the interest 
does not stop here, for a large: portion 
of the congregation remain during the 
exercises. | 


‘Sabbath schools have been in 


hundred children and youth have re- 
seived instruction. The distinguish- 
ing principles of orthodoxy have been 
inculcated, and the Assembly’s Cate- 


-chism has been the text book in some 


classes. : 

~ Thus, ‘having enjoyed many and 
great blessings,.we would be thankful 
to the great Head of the Church, from 
whom we have. received them, and 


ever pray for the prosperity of Zion, 


and the cause of Missions, till all shall 
know the Lord from the least to the 


greatest. 
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4 ehh Rev. Giles Leach, Sandwich, 


It may be proper first to remark, that 
Congregationalism is comparatively a 
new denomination in this town. My 
predecessor, who labored among this 


people five years, was the first Congre-. 


gational minister ever settled in Sand- 
wich. And Ihave now been laboring 
here also five years. Free-will Bap- 
tists, Methodists, and Quakers, are the 
other denominations that prevail in 
this town; of which the Free-will 
Baptist is the most numerous. 

I preach in two houses in different 
sections of the town, about six miles 
from each other. The churches are 


still small ; 80 members in one, and 
22 in the other, making in both only 


about 100. There are, however, 12 


'who have been examined and are soon 


to be propounded for admission into 
one of the churches. And there are 
some 20 or 30 more, who will probably 
ere long connect themselves with one 
or the other of the Congregational 
churches. 


Revival. 


We have been favored with a revi- 
val of religion, as the result, under 
God, of a union protracted meeting. 
Perhaps 40 or 50 in both sections of 
the town, in families. connected ‘with 
our denomination, have obtained a 
hope, the majority of whom give some 
evidence that they have passed from 
death unto life. How many will de- 
sire to he, or be thought by others to 


‘be fit, candidates for admission into 


the chureh, I cannot now say. But 
from what I can judge, in watching 


| their deportment for two months—the 


time that most have indulged hopes, I 
think that, generally, they will endure 
to the end; while the religion of some, 
willbe like the morning cloud and 
early dew. The Lord has done great 


things for us whereof we are glad. 


Temperance. 
l ‘ : 
The temperance cause, I think, has 
made as good progress in Sandwich, 
as in any town in the vicinity. I 
think between 300 and 400 are mem- 
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bers of the society. Neither of our 
_ five stores sell it asa drink. Nor is it 
kept at our public house. There have 
been two little “groggeries” in town, 
and their ‘‘ owners” or “ keepers” have 
persisted against the public sentiment 
of the town. Ata recent town-meet- 
ing, a resolution passed almost unani- 
mous, to choose an agent to commence 
and carry on a prosecution, against any 
who should continue to sell spirituous 
liquors, contrary to the statutes of the 
state relating to that subject. 
on’ ee 


a 
MAINE, 


From Rev. Josiah. Tucker, Madison, 
(Centre,) Missionary, a part of the 
year, in Bingham, Me. 


REVIVAL. 


Since my going to Bingham, which 
is about a year, I have received twenty- 
seven into the church. These have 
been received in a gradual way, not 
one communion season passing by 
without receiving some. The mostof 
them, moreoyer, are subjects of the 
recent very pleasing and powerful re- 
vival there. O! it was good to be 
there to see what God was doing; 
and it is good to go there now, and 
witness the evidence that those who 
then indulged hope of acceptance, 
give that they are born of God. Not 
one, I believe, who does not appear to 
be persevering. Several of the new 
converts have not as yet united with 
the church, but I. think they will. 
None of them, I. believe, have united 
with any other denomination.- 

Two promising young men, mem- 
bers of our church, are now preparing 
for the ministry. When I think of 
these young men—the first conversa- 
tion I had with them—then without 
hope, and without God in the world; 
when I think of the hope they now 
cherish—-the change they have expe- 


rienced—the obscurity of their former 


calling—the importance of that to 
which they are looking, and the confi- 
dence they are exciting in us,, that 
Providence designed them. for it—I 
exclaim, let me live,to lead many more 


— SS 


God be all the praise. 
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such young men into a preparatory 
course for the holy ministry, and to 


Intemperance. 

The temperance cause, for want of 
the persevering efforts of its friends, 
has rather lost ground, but of late we 
have been trying to regain it. Much 
here, however, remains to be done— 
done decidedly,, systematically, per-- 
severingly. O! why will our mer- 
chants buy the poison in Boston, and 
bring it all the way to Bingham, to 
beggar those who buy of them, and 
bring them down to a drunkard’s 
grave, breaking the hearts of their 
wives and children a hundred times 
over? Recently, one has been put in 
prison for abusing and beating his 
broken-hearted wife; and yet, just as 
soon as he gets out of prison, the mer- 
chants will begin to sell to him again! 


Speculation, and Sabbath breaking. 


Bingham is well nigh one of our 
frontier towns. The business brought 
there on this account, by reason of the 
land and lumber trade, is very consi- 
derable. This business, moreover, 
especially during the winter season, 
breaks in upon the otherwise stillness 
of every Sabbath in Bingham—dis- 
turbs our religious worship—keeps our 
inn-holder and his family as busy on 
that day as on any other, and brings a 
train of direful evils along with its 
dreadful desecration of God’s holy 
day! Indeed, this whole land and 
lumber speculation, from the begin- 
ning, has been a curse to the commu- 
nity in thisrespect! 9 

And what has been the result of this - 
system of robbing God of his day? 
Why, just what we expected, bank- 
ruptcy and ruin! And why should 
not there be bankruptcy, with breaking 
of the fourth commandment of the 
divine decalogue? And why, J ask, 
should the community make such an 
amazing difference between breaking 
the fourth and sixth commandments ? 
Sure am, God does not make a dif- 
ference. Graves and Cilley, mur- 


iderers in the sight of men throughout 


94 
the whole communit And so are 
they in the sight of God! But what 


have they done except to break God’s 
sixth commandment? Yet men, high 
in rank and respectability, are every 
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week breaking his fourth command- 
ment, and yet lose none. of their re- 
spectability ! ! I wish hereto bear my 
solemn protest, against. this Sabbath 
robbery of the ever blessed: Gass 


3 c 


From one of the Secretaries travelling in || cause!” 


the West, 


WANT OF MEN. 

Since I have been on my present tour, I 
have been most painfully affected with the 
want of men—of more educated and holy 
men of God, to fill the pulpits of the West. 
We think that our beloved Society has done 
much, and soit has. But our efforts at the 

moral cultivation of this vast field, are much 
like the beginnings of the farmers in the 
newer districts. The land may be all taken 
up, the owners may be here and there scat- 
tered over it, and thus, in a-sense, it may be 
said to be settled. But the dense forest is 


there, and many is the weary month which. 


must wear tediously away, ere the farms are 
made—ere the héavy growth can be removed 
from one field after another, and the soil 
broken up, fenced and subdued, and the wild 
products. of nature displaced by the culti- 
vated fruits which furnish food for man. and 
beast. 

Under God, we have been the instruments 
of doing much—more, dear brother, than I 
ever anticipated. But O, the work is large. 
The vastness of this country—the wide ex- 
tent of surface—the frequency with which it 
is dotted over with important points of in- 
fluence—the immense number of the people 
—force upon the mind an overwhelming idea 
of the magnitude of that moral change 

which Home Missions must produce. 


THE CHURCHES TO BE AROUSED. 


In cncibuastie ilies long, laborious, and 
yet indispensable work, I am led, at every 
step, to exclaim: “O that the churches could 
but be waked up to see the claims of this 


| be 


Corresponvence, - 


Surely, we are, as a nation, asleep 


over our dearest interests, and that, too, in 


the crisis of their destiny—the hour of hope, 
and the hour of peril! Every stroke now 
struck is of incalculable importance in the 
building of Zion. But the Christians of this 
country do not half understand this subject, 
they do not realize the preciousness of these 
passing years. They are waiting till the 
wilderness is filled with towns, till the towns. 
are filled with. infidels, errorists, vice and 


debauchery; and one or two generations 


of enterprising emigrants and their young 
families, are hopelessly poisoned with the 


direful contagion; and then, at length, after 


all this waste of soul and bedy and trea- 
sure—this immortal, irreparable ruin, the 
tardy church comes timidly forward with 
her remedy for evils which she might have 
prevented, but cannot fully cure. 

I have seen towns that have sprung up in 
four years—and which are evidently burn to 
no ephomeral existence, but, according to all 
the laws of social economy, must flourish 
and increase—where every evil thing that 
pollutes our cities is rank and riotous; and, 
for want of timely planting and efficient cul- 
ture, Gospel institutions must languish. In 
such cases, it is enough to break one’s heart 
to see how immortal souls are thrown away 
by neglect. 


¢ 


HAS THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT FLED ? 


: said, the Frenne is asleep on this sub- 
But I must confess my apprehensions 
that much of the blame lies upon the minis- 
try.. I would not be censorious, and yet we 
have much reason to fear the missionary 
spirit is declining, especially in the rising 
ministry, Some years since, the choicest — 
sons of the church offered themselves wil- 
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lingly for the hard fields of the West. Said 
_ One of those noble spirits to the Executive 
Committee of the A. H. M. S., “ If you hure 
any station so dificult that no one else will 
go to it, senpD me.” Such was the feeling, 
and well has it been acted out, in the lives 
and labors of the men whom it moved. That 
it was no romantic, transitory glow, or 
youthful love of adventure, is proved by the 
fact that it has stood the test. Those men 
have been our best Missionaries. They have 
remained firm in trials and dangers; they 
have been apostles of salvation to the dark 
regions around them. 

But whither has that spirit of enterprise 


thanever. Ten years ago, men were needed 
for hamlets; now cities cry for help. Then, 
here and there counties were open for their 
labors; now, whole states demand a supply. 
“ When can you send us a good inan for 
Y’ has been the constant inquiry 
wherever I go. Even the never-failing theme 
of the currency,” is scarcely more frequent 
in men’s mouths, in the circles where I have 
moved, than the question, ‘‘ Where can we 
get a good minister?” Thisis not the result 
of purely a religious feeling; even worldly 
men, who have any regard to the authority 
of law, and the decencies of society, are con- 
vinced that an evangelical, permanent minis- 
fled? Why do not the young men in our || try, is essential to the life that now is, as’ 
seminaries now come forward and desire to || well as that which is to come. 

be sent to the fields of labor and self-denial? || Tell the Committee, and tell the churches, 
I will not venture an answer to these ques- || and especially tell the young ministers of 
tions, though my fears suggest one. If they || the East, that they must redouble their in- 
think they are not needed, they greatly mis- || terest, their efforts and their prayers for the 
take the fact. They are needed, and more || West. ' 


- 
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Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S., from bone shone to 
July ldth, 1838. 


— 


a a rh f Rev. James Eells, ‘Amherst, and vicinity. 
Rev. Royal West, Walworth, N. Y. Rev. J. Merriam, vicinity of Randolph, B 
Rev. James H. Hotchkin , Campbell, N.Y. Rey. E. A. Osborn, vicinity of Newfoundland, N.J. 
Rev. A. Caldwell, Portageville, N. = i ie 
Rev. P. Smith, Centreville, N. ¥? : Not in Clecttniavion uot: year. 


Rev. A.'S, Allen, Cuba, N.Y. 
Rey. D.B.Butts, Addison, Hornby & Woodhull,N.Y. || Rev. 0. S. Powell, destitute churches in Sey 


Rev. E. Roosa, Wells and Columbia. N.Y. Presbytery, N.Y. 
Rev. H. B. Pierpont, West Avon, N. Y. Rev. D. J. Weils, Trenton, N.Y. | 
Rev. William Brunton, La Chute, L. C. Rev. George W. Thompson, Munnsville, N. y. 
Rev. J. H. Bernheim, Ger. Luth. Ch., Elizabeth- || Rev. Elihu “Barber, Oneida and Skenandoah, N. Y. 
town, Pa. ‘Rev. J. W. Allen, to go to the West. 
Rey. John Patton, West Presb. Ch. » Phila. Rey. Amuon Gaston, Albany, Illinois. 
Rev. James B. McCreary, Great Bend, Pa! Rey. G. D. Young, Charlestown, Havre de Grace 
‘Rev. Wm. W. Taylor, Womelsdorf, Pa. and vicinity, Md. 
Rey. Joho M. Bear, Marple, Pa. Rev.Jchn C. Wollf, vicinity of Easton, Pa. 
Rev. B. B. Drake, Thompson, O. Rey. Jotham W. Goodell, Weymouth, O. 
Rev. Samuel Dunton, Tiffin, O. Rey. C. E. Murdock, Ill nois. j 
ev. E. Barber, Florence and Birmingham, O. Rev. Reuben Gaylord, Heury Co., Iowa. | 


The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the recerpt of 
. the following sums, from June 15th to July 15th, 1838. * 


NEW HAMPSHIRE— MASSACHUSETTS— 
Keene, Charles H. Perkins, dec., by his Missionary Society, by B. Perkins, Esq., 500 00 
father, C. P. Perkins, | $5 00 Amherst College, Faculty and Students, 
‘YVERMONT— ‘ by J. W. Ray, 75; Fem. Benev. Soc. 
Windham, mon. con. coll., by Rev. Mr. : by Lucy Humphrey, 16, 91 0 


Arms, 15 00 
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Hampshire Miss. Soc., by E. Williams, 
Esq., Tr., 

Tow aeeiee from the estate of’ the late 
Samuel Stove, by Rev. J. Howe, 

CONNECTICUT— 

New-Haven East Dist. H. M. S., by H. 
E. Hodges,T r., of which $40 is to const. 
H. B. Camp, of Durham, a L. M 

Simsbury, in full of residuary legacy of 
the late Thames Wilcox, by B. Ely and 
A. Wilcox, Ex’rs., (whole amount 
$4833 75,) 

Stonington Fem. Aux. 19; Juv. Soc., 1, 
by Miss Sheffield, 

Stratford, Cong. Soc., to const. Rev. 
Samuel Ruggles, of the Sandwich 
Tslands, a L. M., 

Watertown, Miss Mary Nettleton, to 
const. Rev. Edward J. Hallock, of 
Castleton, Vt. a L. M. 

NEW-YORK— 

Lumberland, Fem. Miss. Soc., by Rev. 
. Kyte, 
New-York City, viz :—~ 

Bleecker st. Ch.,J. A. Davenport, 

Mercer ste Ch. mo 1. con. coll., 

ge os se 

Western New-Yor c, Friend of Missions, 

sod bis she, mon. con. coll., by 


Huntsville, Benev. - Soc, Presb. Ch., by 
vil e, Joseph Brainard Rhea, L. 


be 


y his father, Samuel Rhea, 


on, Rev. S. Woodruff, 
IN aes 


1000 00 


$2305 55 
K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 
¢ Oni nN eae dd, acknowledges the receipt of 


— sums from the field of the Phila- 


bs 


NEW-JERSEY—. ; 
Parsippany, Fem. Evan. Soc., ty] Miss 
Jane W. Howell, 
Trenton, Miss Julia Ann Howell, 
Whippany, Presb. Cong., by Rev. Mr. 


For 
PENNSY ’LVANIA— " 
Danville, John Lundy, 
Marple, Presb. Ch., J. oniey Esq., 5; 4 
J. Lindsey, 3, 
Meadville, Presb. Ch, 5 
New-London, Cross Roads, M. A. Hodg- . 
son, 5; Miss Ruth Irwin, 5, 
Newville, Miss Ruth Irwin, 
Norristown, Presb.Ch., to const. Rev. S 
M. Gould a L. M., 
Philadelphia, viz:— 
_ First Ch., Charles Wurts, Esq., 50; 
Robert Jardon, 25; Win. Purves, 20; 


of 


\ 


delphi Bienaneney, em 7 a to July 15th, 


$15 00 | 


15 00 


18 12 
5 00 


8 00 
25 00 


10 00 
5 00 


36 00 


. Jacob Dunton, jun., 10; C.F. Ray- : 


mond, 5; M. W. Baldwin. 350; Mrs. 


Charles Wurts, 50; Mrs. Robert Jar- 


don, 25; Miss Ann "Ruel, 2, 
Thirteenth Ch., by James Kerr, Esq. © 
Fairmount Presb. Ch., mon. con. coll., 
Kensington First Ch., Miss. Assoc., 20; 
coll. 33 43; J.C. Donnell, 10, 

» A Lady, 
Reading, Hon. Wm. Darling, 
DELAWARE— 
Christiana, Presb. Ch., 


537 00 
15 00 
2 2 
63 43 

1 00 
50 00 


25 00 


wa 
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Piniedee ee Ch. coll., 


by Jacob 
Ferris, Esq., _ 


MARYLAND— 


Elitonu, Frisby Henderson, Esq,, 30; 
coll., 14, 


» 7 


30 00 


44 00 
$904 80 


Rev. John A. Murray, Agent of the Western 


Agency at Geneva, N. Y., acknowledges the re- 


cept of the following sums, from June 12th to July 


12th, 1338, 


Auburn, Widow Mehitabel Bellamy, 100; 


Richard Steele, 25 ; others, 76 25, 
Beuton, 


“$201 35 


Canandaigua, Miss. Eliza Chapin, to . 


make her brother, Thaddeus Chapin, 
a L. D., 100; others, 104 87, 

Centerfield, 

Chapiusville, 

CoiJdeu, . 

East Blooomfield, 

Fayette, 

Geneve, C. Godfrey, 20; R. ae 2, 

Lakeville, 

Pen Yan, E. B. Joues, 10; James Taylor, 
10; C. UC. Shepherd, 10; Geo. Cooley, 
33 "Eli Sheldan, 3; H. Bradiey, 33 D. 
B. Bissell, L; Jas. sey ed 1; Ww. 8. 
Millspaugh, hy 50, 

Peruville, by S. Scott, 

Pultney, Cong. Ch., I. Lyon, 

Rushville, 

Skaneateles, Mrs. Electa Edwards, - 

Stockton, J. R. Wilson, 10; others 25, 

Vienna, L. Morrow, 10;, Deac. 
Wheeler, 10; others 45 62, 


65 62 


* $780 91 


Rev, Abijah Crane, Agent of the Central Agency 


at Utca, N. Y., acknowledges the receipt of the 
following sums from April 17th to July 13th, 1838. 


Antwerp, hy L. A. Wickes, 

Camillus, by Rev. M. Harrington, 
Elbridge, Presb. Soc., 24 75; Female H. 
< M.S8., 3°12, 

Fayetteville, by J. Stewart, 


Floyd, by A. Wilcox, 


Homer, Presb. Soc., 25; Amos Rice, to 
const. Miss Adeline Rice a L. M. in 
part, 15, 

La Fayette, to const. Rev. A. K. Barr a 


Lenox, Presb. Soc.,7.75; Mrs, L. Hall, 2, 2, 

Manlius, Presb. Soc., 

Marcellus, by W. F. Bangs, 

Marshall, E. Page, by R. Pratt, 

Mount Vernon, 

Oneida, by Deac. Cobb, 

‘Otisco, Cong. Soc., 20 73; Fem. Benev. 
Soc., to const. Mrs. Hannah Griswold 
a L. M., 33.75, 

Oxford, 

Paris Hill, by Mr. Allen, 


_ Peterboro’, from the estate of the tesa 


Peter Sinith, by Gerrit Rely Esq., 

Plymouta, ; 

Pompey, 

Remsen, Herman Ferry, 

Sherburn, Deac. Avery, 

South Marcellus, Friend, — 

Utica, First Ch., Fem. Benev. Boe, iy 
T. Walker, 

Whitesboro’, 


$60 00 


46 50 
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SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED _ 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. ey | : 


i|except through a single door which 
A DREAM. ons » 
, I sebsced to be fast closed, and over 


« The prophet that hath a dream, | Which was written ae RET ERCE } 
let him tell a dream.” | 


% 


into heaven, when you have paid all 
your debts.” “I felt greatly relieved 
by this assurance, for having had but 
little intercourse with my fellow men 
in the way of business, and having © 
been very scrupulous in regard to all 
such matters, I did notremember that RNs 
was indebted toany man in the smal 


‘You’ shall pass through this door | 


i 


[Furnished by a Pastor.] 


SEVERAL years ago, an aged relative 
now deceased, related to me the fol- 
lowing dream or vision, which places 
one of the most important doctrines of 
the Bible in a deeply impressive light; > 
and furnishes a very striking illustra- est sum. I had, in accordance 


. . * . “ Kah 
tion of that beautiful passage in the || the apostolic injunction, rendered t 


all men their dues. My debts 
all paid, and I waited calmly for 
mission into heaven. I was to be — 
justified by works. My honesty was 
to be counted to me for righteousness, — 
and I felt secure upon this ground. — 

~ While comforting myself with these 
thoughts, the door opened anda crowd 
of beggars, as I regarded them, rushed 
into the room. They all eater 
themselves to me, and with confuse 

clamor and threatening gestures, seem- 
ed to demand justice. Who, Iasked, 
are these, and what dothey want with: 
me? “These,” said a voice, answer- 
ing my thought, “are your creditors. 
When you have satisfied them, you 
shall enter the mansion prepared for 
the righteous.” J cannot minutely 
describe all the demands that were 
made upon me. Some, of whom I 
had made purchases, complained that 
although I had paid them the stipu- 
lated price, yet that they were obliged, 
by their embarrassed circumstances, to 
part with their property for less than 
its real value, and that knowing the 
fact, I was willing to be a gainer by 


33d chapter of Job. “ In‘a dream, 
in a vision of the night, when deep 
sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings 
upon the bed; then he openeth the 
ears of men, and sealeth their instruc- 
tion, that he may withdraw man 
from his purpose, and hide pride from 
man.” 

Iwas one night, said my friend, re- 
volving in my mind several topics of 
great interest. and particularly the 
doctrine of the atonement, which of 
all others then seemed the most mys- 
terious and difficult. While medita- 
ting upon these things, I fell asleep, 
and had the following dream, which 
produced a lasting and salutary effect 
upon my mind, and gave me a deeper 
insight into the nature and necessity 
of the atonement, than I ever gained 
by all my reading and study. 

' I seemed all at once to be a disem- 
bodied spirit. The agonies of death, 
I knew not how, were passed; and I 
was on my way to the Judgement Seat, 
and to the retributions of eternity. 
Suddenly I found myself in a large 
room from which there was no egress, 
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their distress) Some had come as 
beggars to my door for, relief, and 
under some pretext or other, had been 
denied. Some had lived near me in 
poverty, and had died in actual want, 
whose circumstances I had never] 
taken the trouble to become acquaint- 
ed with. One miserable looking being, 
complained that on a time, travelling 


August: 


before, I awoke. It wasa dream ; but 
it rendered the cross of Christ un- 
speakably precious to my soul. 


THE CHILDREN OF THE COVENANT. 


in my chaise alone, J had refused to] 
ermit him to ride with me, when 
_ lame and weary and spent with his 


yy A 
i, 


journey, he had craved this slight boon 
OF me. 


character. Some complained that I 


had been indifferent to. their moral 
Men had lived and died in ig- 


wants. 
norance, whom I ought to have in- 
structed. Men had perished for want 
of the Bible, whom I might have sup- 
plied with the word of life. ‘There 
were dark and desperate faces of hea- 
then there, of whose condition and 


wants I had thought but little, and} 


for whose salvation I had done next 
to nothing. ' 
_ My creditors seemed numberless, 
‘impatient, and inexorable. They de- 
manded not charity, but justice. The 
way to heaven was rendered impracti- 
eable by the dense crowd, and I 
- eould not enter into rest until they 
were all paid and satisfied. I was in 
despair. lowed ten thousand talents, 
and had nothing to pay. I could not 


* 


dispute these claims, and no one 


would cancel his bill. All my right- 


-eousness appeared utterly, worthless. 


Lord, I cried in anguish of soul, 
what shall I do? How are these 
creditors to be satisfied, and how am 
I to be saved? | 

Again the voice that spoke to’‘me 
at first, addressed me: “Sinful man, 


hast done these things. 
ereditor, and He for Christ’s sake hath 

_ forgiventhee all thy trespasses. The 
' plood of atonement hath blotted out 
the hand writing that was against thee, 

and hath cleansed thee from all sin. 
Thank him that thy debts are paid.” 

- The crowd of noisy creditors van- 

>d. anc 


: unobstructed door, with a 
peace that even in my reliance upon 
ly own righteousness I had never felt 


Ps 


There were debts of another 


-could only remove. 


ished, and as I was passing through 
the now 


* [Furnished by a Pastor.] 


In the winter of 1836-7, God was 
pleased to pour out his Spirit upon a 
little church just gathered in the north- 
west portion of the state of Ohio. 
There was a peculiar struggle in the 
members who were parents, that a 


| “ covenant-keeping God” would then 


regard the children already bearing the 
seal of the eovenant, and vouchsafe 
the blessing of Abraham, which was 
in reserve for his seed, aceording to 
the promise.., 

Their pastor, who had been sent 
them and. nearly sustained by the 


liberality of Christian friends, through 


the A. H. M. S., was equally interest- 
ed with this feeble band, having a 
number of small children in the same 
spiritual death and misery with them. 
The conversion and salvation of these 
lambs was rolled upon the church asa 
burthen, which the grace of Christ 
love. For a time, the 
preaching, the praying, the faith, the 
hope, here concentred. All stum- 
bling-blocks were endeavored to be re- 
moved, by a general confession of sin 
uato God. The children were affect- 
ed, melted, but did not break down 
into the arms of Jesus. The struggle 
became long and doubtful. Shall we — 


prevail? Shall we find the blessing 


of the covenant? Does God. keep 
covenant now with his people? Yes; 
but we are so unworthy, we are not his 
people! Our fidelity can be no part 
or condition of a covenant. But, then, 
He has found a ransom. He, the 
Father, fulfils his part, and the ransom 
which he has found fulfils our part! 
Glory to God in the highest! This 
very imperfect faith, has availed to 
teach these children that there is a 
God, the Father, Son and Spirit; that 
they have ruined themselves by break- 


ing God’s holy law; that they are un- 


holy, and need renovation; that they 
must be born again by.the Spirit; 


+ 
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that they are pardoned only through 
the dying of the Lord Jesus ; that this 
new birth; and this pardon by the 
blood of Jesus, must come in connexion 
with their repenting and believing. 
Through this teaching, then, though 
imperfect, God may work in honor of 
his covenant, having respect to our 
surety and friend, and not, of course, 
to our righteousness. We may then 
cling to this covenant as our proper 
and only hope, as Christian parents, 
for the conversion of our children. 
And as Abraham was the father of 
the faithful, or as there was in Abra-|| 
ham a first development of the exer-|| 
cise of faith as a justification before 
God—then, the Church now, who have 
this faith, are the children of Abra- 
ham, and are thence heirs, irrespective 
of works, (not exclusive,) according 
to the promise. “ J will be a God to 
thee’—this is half the inheritance— 
“and to thy seed after thee”—this is 
the other half. This promise binds 
the whole household in the bundle of 
life. Well, then, doI not believe? I 
_thinkI do. To whom can I go? Lord, 
thou hast the words of eternal life. 
Do I not obey? Lord search me and 
try me. Do I not love thee? Lord, 
thou knowest I love thee.’ What 
have I not surrendered ? What will I 
not deny myself? What instrumen- 
tality willl withhold? Lord grant us 
this blessing on these our children, 
- and we will train them for thee by thy 
race. | 

Thus did the church reason, -and 
thus try themselves, in continued 
_ prayer. 

Just at this period, when with one 
consent, they prayed and wrestled 
with the angel of the covenant, a bro- 
ther came in with a youth at the time 
of prayer, at the opening of the morn- 
ing exercises. They knelt together. 
The brother’s heart was full. He 
prayed only in these words: “ O for 
strength, for strength! O for strength, 
for strength!” in -a_ half-smothered 
voice. It was apparent his heart went 
out to God in strong crying, and there 
was an answer. ‘I'he youth opened 
his mouth in childish, heartfelt, con- 
trite, broken utterance of the soul to 
God. The place and moment were 
exceedingly solemn. Salvation thence 


flowed as a river into the bosoms and- 
families of those parents, and the little 
chureh}was doubled nearly, by a sub- 
scription of the children to the faith 
of their parents, which had been so 
sweetly and efficiently exercised in 
their behalf; and they can now say, 
by the same faith, “ thanks be to God 
for his unspeakable gift.” 


* of 
aids 


wal 


RUM AND RUIN. 
© T write unto you, YOUNG MEN.” 


To see an immortal mind, at any 
period of its existence, wrecked by in- 
temperance, is a melancholy spectacle. 
But to look into this whirlpool of per- 
dition, and see our young men, whose 
minds. are just opening, whose pros- 
pects are bright, and whose career of 
honorable and. benevolent enterprise 
might be long and’ glorious—to see 
them carried round and round, and 
plunging, one after another, into the 
gulf—O! this is heart-withering in 
the extreme. And yet how much 
youthful talent, and youthful promise, 
have been buried in this loathsome 
grave. fh " i 

True, the desolation has been, in 
some measure, staid. But still, it is 
sweeping away multitudes who might 
otherwise be the hope of their country, 
and the benefactors of their race. The 
energies of their youth, their love of 
character, their influence among men 
and their hopes of immortal life, are 
all sacrificed on this altar of abomina- 
tions. slit Gabba: 

Should this meet the eye of any 
young man, who is yet wedded to his 
cups, or who yet takes an occasional 
dram, let me beseech him to be in- 
structed by the fate of one, whose pros- 
pects were once as flattering as his. 

When I commenced a. course of 
study with reference to a public edu- 
cation, W. O. was my classmate. His 
father, after having spent many years” 
of faithful labor in the ministry, had 


gone to his rest, and his mother had 


. 
a 


fastened on him her fondest affec- 


. 


ae 


cup! He drankit., And his sun went 


* 
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every attention had been paid to their 
early development. His mind was 
penetrating, and rapid in its move- 
ments; his imagination was brilliant ; 
his memory retentive and ready. In 
his disposition he was amiable and 
kind—peculiarly capable of winning 
the affections of all that knew him. 
He had every desirable facility for im- 
provement—enough of this world’s 


goods to earry him through an exten- 


sive course of study, and establish him 
in professional life. For a while, his 
progress rejoiced the hearts of his 
friends, and awakened the highest ex- 
-pectations. But he took the poisonous 


down, ere it were fully risen. - 2 
_ Before I left the college for which we 
commenced our preparation together, 
I looked out from my window and saw 
him under its walls——a dirty, ragged, 
friendless vagabond. His property 
had been squandered away——his mo- 
ther had died of a broken heart, and 
he was begging worn-out garments to 
cover his shame. The next that I 
heard of him was, that he was found 
dead by the way-side. 
This young man, in point of intel- 


lectual endowments, and prospects of 


future eminence, once had few supe- 
riors. And had he but dashed from 
his lips the fatal. cup, and swore eter- 
nal abstinence, he might now have 
been standing at the bar of justice, or 
in the hall 
admiration and of envy. 


- Young man, wilt thou follow in his 
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of legislation, an object of 


or wo for eternity to depend on the de- 
cisions of that hour. Their pastor 
had invited those who were anxious 
for their souls, to meet him after the 
services, in the lecture-room for con- 
versation and prayer. Some thirty or 
forty accepted the invitation, and 
these two individuals felt a strong in- 
clination to be among the number. 
But they had never entered a meeting 
of inquiry ; and to appear there as 
wretched, miserable sinners, to ask 
after the way of life, was deeply hu- 
miliating, (47 9" ~ 

They walked together to the door 
and paused, and then turned and 
went towards their dwellings. Their 
feelings, however, were too strong to 
allow them to proceed far. They re- 
turned to the door of the lecture-room, 
and looked in upon the solemn meet- 
ing. Again they started for their 
homes; and again they were listening 
to the voice of prayer and the directions 
which the minister was giving to the 
anxious before him. aie 

“At length, one of them resolved that 
he would go in and take the attitude 
of an inquirer. The other turned and 
went his way. ‘The one who entered 
the room, dates his conten 
from that very hour, and has since 
lived the life of the consistent, 
devoted Christian. The one who 
turned away, seems to. have grieved, 
that moment, the Spirit of God from 
his heart ; and, by his life of thought- 
lessness and sin, he has awakened the 
most melancholy. apprehensions, that 


ys. 


footsteps? Or wilt thou have the in- 

dependence, the magnanimity, the re- 

- gard to thine own interests in this 

_ Jife and in another, and the reverence 

for the laws of thy God to say, that 

thou wilt taste no more intoxicating 
drink while the world stands. 


vi te 


that aggrieved Spirit may never more 
return. ‘ ie 
At the interesting moment of their 
deep convictions, as they stood toge- 
ther before the door of the solemn 
meeting, these individuals were alike 
in their religious feelings, their moral 
character, and their prospects beyond 
the grave. But from that moment they 
separated. And every successive mo- 
ment has; ‘to all human appearance, 
widened the distance between them. 
And the prospect now is, that it will 
continue to widen forever. 
What a difference have the deci- 
sions of that little point of time made 
in their character and prospects here! 
And what a difference may they make 
in theireternal destiny! ~ < 


in 


% 
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«. THE TWO DECISIONS. 


Some six years since, two indi- 
viduals of about the same age and in 
similar circumstances in life, left the 
house of God one evening under deep 

'. conviction of sin. The scenes of a 
coming retribution seemed to them an 
overwhelming reality, and their weal 


> 


~ 
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Give Steavily, and trom Principle, 


Tue experience of the different benevolent 
Societies, during the last four years, is calcu- 


_ lated to awaken no small measure of anxiety, 
as to the practicability of extending their. 


operations as the cause of Christ requires. 
Many facts invite such an extension. The 
providential epening of new fields of effort; 
the raising up of men for the Home and 
Foreign departments of missions; the in- 


creasing facilities of passing rapidly from 


place to place ; as well as the changes in the 
political arid social condition of men, favora- 
ble to ‘religious enterprise, all call upon those 
who are i intrusted with the direction of the 
church’s efforts, to eo FoRwarp. And they 


have not been wholly disobedient to the call. 


They have increased the,operations of the 
several branches of bogavalent action as far 
as they could go, without transcending the 
limits of prudence. Though the churches 
have been urgent to have them attempt still 
greater achievements and assume larger re- 
sponsibilities, yet these very churches have 
not seconded, as they should, the efforts 
which they themselves commanded. They 
have €alled for increased operations at home 
and abroad; but they have nut furnished the 
adequate means. Witness the distressing 
situation in which hundreds of Missionaries 


of the American Home Missionary Society | 


were placed during the last year—some of 
them being reduced almost to the point of 
starvation. Witness also the painful ‘sus- 
pension of schools, printing presses, and oth- 
er efforts, this year, in all our Foreign § Sta- 

tions; and also the unavailing cry that comes 


up from them for means to furnish waiting |} 


VOL. XI. 


2 


# 


millions with tracts and Bibles. In the hour 
of greatest need, when most was doing, and 
more still about to be done—suddenly > 


ry 


supplies were cut off, systems of effort were 


broken up; wise plans frustrated; advanta- 
ges lost; and ground once gained has to be 


/reconquered, and that too, with the disheart- 
ening fear, that perhaps the unsteady charity _ 


of the churches may again compel its aban- 
donment, as it has now done. All this 
comes to pass, not so. much through any 
particular pressure on the mercantile com- 
munity; as through the fitful character of 
our charities. Christians, too generally, give 


2 


not in proportion to the importance of the — 


object, aad with a view to its permanency 

but wait fer the impulse of some eloquent ap- 

peal, or some distressing fact. Under the 

excitement of a powerful motive they pour 

out their charities with profusion, and are 
@ 

ready to chide the tardy action of the boarc Ig 


aR 


of benevolence; while as soon as the c cause — ae 
that awakened their momentary zeal has ad 


passed over, there is not principle enough left. 


to keep up the degree of effort, which a short — 


timie before they pronounced too moderate. 

These fluctuations are extremely embar- 
rassing to the cause of Christ as well as in- 
jurious to the churches. It must be obvious | 
‘hat no wise system of effort can be prose* 
cuted which does not imply acertain income, 
eceivable at stated times, when it will be 
yeeded: This certainly becomes more neces= 
sary, as the system is extended. But how 
‘an it be secured so long as the contributions 
£ Christians are allowed to ebb and flow 
with the tide of commercial prosperity—to 
14 
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decrease as the demands of luxury and 
fashion become more clamorons? If every 
person who acknowledges the obligation to 
give of his substance to preach the Gospel to 
all mankind were to adhere to some system, 
proportioning his gifts to the claims of each 
department of the cause, looking upon them 
as debts of honor, and discharging them with 


punctuality, the aggregate would form an 


unfailing fund for every -good enterprise. 
Such disaster’as has been experienced the 


_ past year would not then be realized. The 


sacramental host would not be checked in 
mid victory, and the tide of vantage turned 


back, as it has recently been. 


~The following principles, are, we think, in- 
controvertible: they may be neglected, but 
they cannot be disproved. 

1, The Head of the Church has made it 
the duty of his followers to give what may be 
needed for the conversion of the world. He 
has s seen fit to employ money as a means of 
spreading his Gospel. This he does not ob- 
tain by miracle; but casts his cause on the 
_ affections and consciences of his people, ap- 
-pealing to their gratitude and sense of duty 
for free-will offerings. If this appeal is heard, 
he blesses their gifts to the desired end: but 
if they withhold the aid required, he suffers 
the cause to languish, thereby showing them 
that the responsibility is their own; they must 
give, or see the work of God decline. He hasno 
friends in this world but Christians; if they 
suffer the progress of salvation to be arrested 
for want of means such as they can give, he 
interposes no other agency to supply the de- 
fect. Thus, he will have them to understand 
that it is thetr work, and they must do it or 
it will be undone. 

2. This duty of the whole church is ‘the 
duty of each individual.. The whole is but 
the aggregate of the parts. There is no gene- 
ral conscience of the whole to feel obligation, 
but the consciences of the individuals; there 


is no general hand tolabor, no general purse; 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. 


September, 


but onlyindividual hands and purses. Each 
and every Christian, then, is as really and 
indissolubly bound by the general obligation, 
as any other Christian, or as the whole 
church. No one éan any more decline giv- 
ing according to his ability, than he may de- 
cline faith, or repentance, or prayer. 

3. The duty of giving is a constant one. 
The reasons which require it at all, requireit 
continually. Like other duties, it can only 
be remnitted through inability. But particu- 
larly is it necessary that benevolent contri- 
butions should be stated and systematic, in 
order that the operations which are based up- 
on them may not suffer derangement and 
disaster by an unexpected curtailment of | 
means. Ifa parent proposes to educate his 
son, he expects to make a stated appropria- 
tion of funds for this purpose, increasing 
yearly as the expensiveness of the object in- 
creases. 'T'o give one year, and withhold the 
next, is so certain to embarrass the accom- 
plishment of the design, that no one would 
willingly submit to it. But is not the duty 
of providing for the steady maintenance and 
enlargement of the kingdom of Christ, as 
really binding on the Christian, and entitled 
to systematic care and contribution, as the 
education of our families, or any other do- 
mestic or public object ? 

We would. affectionately invite the atten- 
tion of ministers to this subject. We ask 
them tostudy the principles of Christian be- 
nevolence ; and having ascertained those 
principles, to inculcate them, directly and by 
inference, in the pulpit, in private inter- 
course, and by their own example. For, un- 
til correct sentiments are diffused among the 
mass of Christian people, their charities will 
be unsteady, the present system of soliciting 
agencies must be retained and enlarged, and 
after all, seasons will occasionally arrive, 
when, through the deficiency of pecuniary 
means, great interruptions must occur in the 


progress of Immanuel’s cause. 


Selections, ° 


FASTIDIOUSNESS OF THE AGE IN RESPECT TO || tled “‘ Peculiar fastidiousness of the age in re- 


MINISTERS. 


spect to ministers.” The writer, after advert- 


Tue March number of the Literary and || ing to the inconsistency and guilt of a cap- 
Theological Review contains an article enti- || tious spirit in hearers of the word, remarks, 


& 


1838. 


“The time was, when the first in- 
quiry in reference to a candidate for 


settlement was—‘ Is he a man full of) 


faith and of the Holy Ghost?’ Now 
the inquiry has come to be, whether 
he is a smart man. But the smartest 
is notalways the best man. Hence it 


often happens that the Head of the| 


Church gives people a smart man, and 
‘sends leanness into their souls.’ 
Now, when they find themselves pi- 
ning and starving, they turn against the 
man of their choice, and rest not day 
nor night until he is dismissed. And 
it may be that he is as urgent to 0, 

as they are to have him go.” 


A 


The article proceeds with various illustra- 
tions of the manner in which the fastidious- 
ness of the people shows itself—in reference 
to visiting—personal habits—fondness for 
excitement, &c. resulting in frequent changes 
of ministers, and in a state of exhaustion of 
' the spiritual life of the churchés. The ani- 
madversions, though doubtless applicable to 
many cases, are perhaps too general, and 
might be improved by a fuller consideration 
of the causes which produce the evils com- 
plained of. 

In this connexion we introduce the follow- 
ing remarks from the New-York Observer, 
giving the other side of the case. We do 
this, because we are persuaded that it is un- 
just to lay all the evils of the age to the 
charge of any one class of persons. Decided 
testimony should be borne against the fasti- 
diousness of which the writer in the Theolo- 
gical Review has treated; but is there not 
danger that ministers, by thus contemplat- 
ing the faults of the people, may come at 
length to feel that the faults are all on one 
side, and that ministers cannot do wrong? 
There have been cases where such have be- 
come misanthropic—their spirit turned sour 
—and, of course, their usefulness hes come 
to *a perpetual end.” 


“The age, we are told, is fastidious 
in respect to ministers. This fastidi- 
ousness, too, is “peculiar.” It was 
not always so. There has, then, been 
a change in this respect. This change, 
we suppose, like all other changes, has 
not occurred without a cause. We 
should like to know what has caused 
it—what has made this age any more 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. = ~—*'108 


* 


fastidious than other ages in respect to 
ministers. There are several causes, 
which may have made thisage appear 
fastidious, to certain classes of per- 
sons. 

te The Sironsoiktly ahainws are 
not the men that accomplish much; 
and what they do accomplish is not 
often of much permanent utility. The 
ministers and other writers, whose 
works are most likely to endure and be 
read, pay but little attention to the fas- 
tidious, being occupied with more im- 
portant matters. For such reasons the 
fastidious are soon forgotten, and we 
lose the means of estimating the a- 
mount of this fault in preceding ages, 
while we see the full amount of it in 
our own. 

2 This age may perceive, more 


clearly than some which have prece- 


ded it, what a minister ought to be, 


and for this reason, may be less tole. 


rant of him who niakes no considera- 


ble efforts to be what he ought. It may 


cial station, and demand more impera- 
tively, the good qualities of head and 
heart which befit that station. In 
short, it may be that this age is less 
easily satisfied with ministers, because 
it knows better what it has a right to. 
expect from them. This may be what 
some really have in mind, when they 
complain of fastidiousness. 

3. It may be, that some ministers 
are not such as ought to satisfy any 
age; and they may be very unwilling 
to put forth those energies, mental or 
spiritual, which are necessary in order 
to their becoming acceptable. There 
are some, who are very willing to 
‘bring forth out of their treasures — 
things old,’—things very old,—things 
that ‘they have preached over "and over 
again many a time—things older than 
their own ministry even, just such 
things, to a hair, as their theological 
teachers gave them a recipe for mak- 
ing ; but to bring forth any thing 

‘new,’ —that would require thinking, 
and thinking is hard work, and they 
do not love it. Such will probably 
think the age very fastidious, because 
it is not satisfied with their perform- 
ances. 

There are others, who, trusting to 
genius and zea! and the inspiration of 


i & 
have less reverence for tie mere off- <3 


a 


Ca 


, 


a 


% 
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rents. We do not believe that ‘the 
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- ang any thing, They blaze away to 


diousness of the age, which refuses to 


we believe that a vast majority are far 
too easily satisfied. Many tolerate 


tion, rant, extravagance, and even ir-| 
_ reverence. Thee are multitudes with | 


> 


“9 


pccasions, and elated with the appa- 
rent success of a few early efforts, go 
into the ministry with very little of 
any thing in their treasuries, and even 
without any tolerable recipes for mak- 


. 


their own entire satisfaction, so long 
as their visible appearance and their 
manner attracts attention by its novel- 
ty 5 but their pond is soon out, and 
they too begin to wonder at the fasti- 


be satisfied with any thing more than 
three or four months, or years’ at the 
MimbOst.. 9: 4) 45, . . 

We have no doubt that such a fault 
as fastidiousness in respect to minis- 
ters does exist among us. We have 
seen instances of it, by which congre- 
gations have done serious injury to 
themselves, and injustice—gross and 
cruel injustice—-to worthy pastors. But 
we do not believe it to be the prevail- 
ing fault of the age. pa the contrary, 


superficial reasoning, empty. declama-| 


whom party zeal, glibness in the use of 
party phraseology, and audacity in the 
use. of party measures, will make any 
man a favorite. Whoever comes for- 
ward with noisy pretensions in favor 
of any thing entirely new, or an 

thing specially old, is sure of adhe- 


former times were better than these,’ 
any more than Solomon did; but we 
do believe thata more decided demand 
for a still higher standard of ministe- 
rial character would dogood. 

' The doctrine of the fastidiousness 
of the age is doubtless very convenient 
to ministers, who do not, to any great 
extent, commend themselves to men’s 
consciences in the sight of God. It 
would be very convenient for them, if 
men could be persuaded to lay that fas- 


_tidiousness aside, and give them good 
salaries, and but few and easy labors. || 


We donot think that ministers ought 


_ to be careful about ‘comforting them- 


selves with the belief of a doctrine so 
favorable to self-indulgence. 
But whatever we may conclude a- 


bout the origin or nature of the fault, 


or the persons to blame, one thing ap-| 
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pears sure—the cure. must come from 
higher attainments in the ministry. 


They must be such men that even this 
fastidious age cannot withhold from 


‘them its respect and confidence. By 


their Christian temper, their manifest 
integrity and their mental power, they 


must subdue and take captive the 


hearts, the consciences, and the under- 
standings of men. This fastidiousness 
ean never be talked down. Its de- 
mands must be met—not, perhaps, by 
exhibiting the very qualities which it 
asks, but by exhibiting qualities at 
least equally excellent, which it will 
not dare to despise. Ministers must 
judge themselves, if they would not be 
Judged. And generally, we believe, 
evangelical ministers are doing it, and 
are appreciated. 

-. Yet we think that. a very large 
part of the ministers in our country 
work quite as hard as they ought, 
They undertake tuo much, more than 
any body can do well. If they would 
attempt fewer things, and do them 
better, they would have more influ- 
ence. This, we know, is just what 
one class of men cannot bear to think 
of. Their laziness seems to be all con- 
centrated in the brain. They are will- 
ing to work hard at every thing but 
thinking. ‘They are continually in mo- 
tion, and as they make their horses do 
an immense amount of labor, they fan- 
cy themselves industrious; when in fact 
their bodily activity is only a by-path, 
into which they turn because con- 
science will not allow them to stand 
still, and hard study isa ‘hill of diffi- 
culty.’ Such men, generally, would 


do right if they were undeceived. Con- 


vince them that one good sermon on 
the Sabbath is ‘worth more than halfa 
-dezen poor lectures during the week, 
and they will bring themselves to a 
course, better for their health of body, 
mind and spirit, for their permanent 
influence, and for the souls of men.” 


vy 


PARSONAGES, 


In the experience of the A. H, M. 8. it 
80 frequently occurs that embarrassments 
of various kinds arise in connexion with par- 
sonages, that we have been Jed to doubt their 
expediency at the present day, in our coun- 


; 


s eptember, 
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tr » whatever may have been their utility in 
a different state of things and in other lands. 
Without feeling prepared to decidein favor of 
a general exclusion of them, we subjoin the 
following from the Christian Mirror. 


THE DISADVANTAGES OF A PARSONAGE. 


1. Church property has been found 
to be a bone of contention. It has 
drawn men together, as a carcass gath- 
ers beasts of prey. It draws together 
selfish as well as pious people. 

2A parsonage may promote the 
comfort of a minister in the early part 
of his ministry, but it leaves hima 
peor, houseless, homeless man, at the 
close of it. It turns his family out of 
doors. God did not ordain such pro- 
vision for the Levites under the law. 

3.. It deprives a pastor of a feeling of 
_comfort and personal interest, in his 
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horse, take his family, and move off. 
He has nothing but what he can carry 


-with him, as the Tartars transport — 


their moveable houses where the 
better pasturage. 


5. They.shed an air of insecurity 


and instability around the ministry. 
Ministers become transient persons. 
Their whole property is moveable, 
and they themselves are moveable. 
Not only are they moveable, but there 
are places for them to move into—par- 
sonages elsewhere, that entice them 
to move; and thus you have prepara- 
tion made, not for permanence, but for 
motion. gh Y 

6. They render the support of a 
minister harder to a congregation, and 
less valuable to the pastor.. They are 
established on the supposition that the 
‘minister and his family will not reside 
for life in the town, and will not want 


situation. The place is not his own.| a home of their own. Hence the min- 
He has no right to make improvements | ister is expected to spend yearly his 
in it. His affections, and those of his’ whole salary. _He is not expected to 
family cannot fasten on it. It is not have a surplus to buy a house; and 
their home. This slope, that knoll, therefore, as his economy would be no 
this apple-tree, that cherry-tree, this benefit to himself, he has no heart: to 
garden, that field, that pasture, are not study it; he expendsall his resources; 
theirs. ike a traveller at a tavern, he finds his salary insufficient 3 and 


they, do not feel at home. 

4, Parsonages render changes of pas- 
tors more easy, and therefore more 
frequent; and thus exert a disastrous 
influence. All that a minister has to 


do is to pack up his goods, harness his' 


| his people must pay his debts, make 
‘him presents, or increase his salary ; 


or else they must dismiss him, and 


‘make a great effort to raise an ade- 
| quate salary for his successor, to go 
through the same series of trials. 


Reports of PAisstonavies, xe, | 


MISSOURI. 


From Rev. F. B. M‘Etlroy, Louis- 
ville, Mo. 


Since the date of my new commis- 
sion, I have added fourteen members 
to my churches; six. by letter, and 
eight by examination. The Lord bless- 
es the labors of your Missionaries in 
Missouri. He has a great work to be 
done here; and your Society must be 
the principle instrument for its accom- 
plishment. a a 


From Rev. J. F. Cowan, Potosi, Mo. 
Be Rese 


In the following sentence we have a 
glance at the labors to which ministers are 
subjected in regions where they are**few and 
far between.” * . coik. Sy iaaan 


ra. 
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| ed the spring meeting of our Presbyte- 


| communion seasons—a ride of more 
than 200 miles; and also the installa- 
tion of Br. A. Bullard as pastor of 


- 


Since my last report, Thave attend- 


|ry—a ride of 200 miles; four other 


y find 


S. 
oe 
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the first Church in St. Louisanother 
ride of near 200 miles further. 


INSTALLATION, 


I have also, since my last com- 
munication, received and accepted a 
call from the church in this village, to 
become their pastor; and have accord- 
ingly been installed. 


_ RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTED, 


Recently I have sold in this place 
and vicinity, upwards of one hundred 
and thirty dollars worth of the bound 
volumes of the American Tract So- 
ciety. ; 

For a few months past I have had 
special appointments for the children, 
and also for the colored people. These 
occasions have almost invariably been 
of much more than ordinary interest, 
in relation to both the classes of indi- 
viduals mentioned. Many of the chil- 
dren have appeared to be much affect- 
ed in view of the truth exhibited to 
them: and between the appointments, 


they come to me to know when I will 


preach to them again. The colored 
people are no less pleased with spe- 
cial attention. Some have come on 
‘foot ten and twelve miles. 
had as many as 150 to hear; the word 
of God. In these meetings the Spirit 
of the Lord has. been more manifestly 
present than in any other of our meet. 
ings. Quite a number of them mani- 
fest concern for their spiritual welfare. 
One was stung almost to death yester- 
day by a disturbed swarm of bees. He 
told me, in the conversation I had with 
him, that he had been very wicked, 
but that he had left off all his bad ha- 
bits, his swearing and his digging on 
the Sabbath. Digging for lead ore on 
the Sabbath is a common practice with 
the colored people in this mining dis- 
trict. This is done on the public 
lands, and the proceeds are their own. 
They justify themselves by the con- 
sideration that this is the only day that 
they can command. . 

At our last communion we had only 
one addition to our church in Potosi. 
The present is a time of much spiritu- 
al. deadness with the common congre- 
gation. Few of “those who are with- 
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out,” manifest any particular concern 
for their souls. The public preaching 
on the Sabbath, however, continues to 
be well attended. In my country con- 


gregation, where I administered: the 


communion three Sabbaths ago, there 
was more than ‘usual seriousness— 


a number presented themselves for the 


prayers of the pious. The same was 
the case at Union, in Franklin county, 
where I assisted on a sacramental oc- 
casion, on the first Sabbath in June. 
The latter is the place where I report- 


ed a revival in one of my communica- 


tions about the beginning of the year. 
The converts, generally, hold out 
well. One young man has com- 
menced preparation for the ministry. 


From Rev. C. W. M'Pheeters, Union, 
_ Mo. | 


My commission came to hand yes- 


terday, and will relieve me of considé- 


rable embarrassment in these times of 
difficulty, in procuring the necessary 
subsistence for my family, and also in 
contributing my mite to the Lord. On 
my arrival in this field of labor last 
fall, I found a little church consisting 
of about fourteen members ; only one 
sermon had been preached during 
last summer in this place, if 1 am cor- 
rectly informed. On my arrival, a 
prayer meeting was got up, and I soon 
became acquainted with those who 
love the Lord Jesus—but they seemed 
almost to despair of a revival of reli- 
gion. However, a few individuals 
promised to pray specially for one of 
their unconverted friends. My ser- 
mons were generally directed to the 
church: they began to be more earnest 
in prayer. The place of holding wor- 
ship is in the court-house. The con- 
gregation were frequently interrupted 
during divine service, by the firing of 
guns, throwing of stones, &c. A Sab- 
bath was appointed on which the 
Lord’s supper would be administered. 
Twenty-five have joined the church, 
and several more professed to enter- 
tain a hope. 

During the quarter commencing 
with March last, there has been no 
special manifestation of the grace of 


1838. 
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God as before, but aswe hopeasteady, || stance which has tended much to thin 


progressive course; there are at pre- | our ranks, and diminis 
‘sent some six or eight inquiring sin-| 


ners: The Lord has not left us, as 
was predicted by many. There are 
some very bitter enemies to religion 
here, who continue with undeviatine 


is the spirit of emigration. 
this, the reverse which has taken place 
in the pecuniary affairs of the country. 


our strength, 
Add to’ 


These things account for the request 


which I have thought it necessary to 


perseverance in trying to lead some of | make of you. 


the young professors astray. I was 
not fully aware, untillately, that some, 
indeed very many, were so anxious 
and would labor so hard to subject 
again the Lord’s freedmen to the 
bonds of Satan. “ But if the Lord be 
for'us, who can be against us.” This 
church now sustains two weekly 
prayer meetings, very well attended, 
one Sabbath school, one Bible class 
of about twenty ; and the monthly con- 
cert is also generally well attended. 


Candidates for the Ministry. 


‘One young brother has left us, and 
is now preparing for the ministry. 
Another, who was converted last win- 
ter, I believe is determined on that 
course also. May Missouri soon sup- 
ply herself with an efficient ministry ; 
and have many to send abroad. This, 
by the blessing of God, can and will 
be done. 

The Lord is beginning to pour out 
his Spirit on many places in this State. 
There seems to bea revival among his 
ministers. Over the same sections of 
country where some of them used to 
travel looking at and purchasing lands, 
they now go with another spirit; and 
several revivals have followed their 
course: in oneupwards of fifty joined 
the church. ’ 


ALABAMA. 


From an application for Missionary 
| aid. 


I do not receive the necessary sup- 
port from my field of labor ; nor is it 
to be expected under existing circum- 
stances. The country is new, and in 
many places the population is sparse. 


The field is extensive ; I ride more than 


200 miles going and returning from 


_ the places Isupply. Another circum- 


e 


among the negroes. . 


US. 


P. S.—We have a precious revival 


To the foregoing we add the following tes- 


timony of a layman, showing the nature of 
the field, and the spirit of the Missionary on 
whose behalf the aid and sympathy of this 
Society is requested. 

We have many Presbyterians, but 
so scattered through the different val- 
leys, as to seem indeed, like sheep 


without a shepherd. Our minister, 


after residing for some years south of 
this, came to this part of the state at 


its first settlement, and submitted pa- , 


tiently to the many privations of such 
a situation, for the. sake of diffusing 
the first rays of heavenly 
Through what was then a country 


just emerging from a wilderness, he 


may indeed be said to have been the 
pioneer of his Master’s cause amongst 
For upwards of two years, he re- 
ceived nothing from the congregations 
to which he ministered, and now gets 


but-a very inadequate support. He be- 


lieves, and acts upto the principle, that 
a minister should devote his whole 
time to sacred duties; and is thus de- 


-prived of means which many resort to 


for a partial support. With all these 
temporal difficulties, his labors have 
been many, unremitted, and as I con- 
ceive, well directed. Perceiving the 
scattered condition of Presbyterians, 


his effort has been to nourish these lit- | 


tle communities, until they become 
able to supply themselves with the 
Gospel, and then to aid them in procu- 
ring a minister. In this, and in other 
ways, he has no doubt done much good; 
and if sustained, will do much more. I 
will only add, that the peculiar situa- 
tion of this country calls aloud for aid, 
and from his general acquaintance, his 
activity and devotion, and the confi- 
dence reposed in him, I know of none 
better calculated to do good in this 
particular section of country, or more 


‘ 


truth. 
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worthy the patronage of a society | 
whose objoclane to have the gospel 


preached to the poor, and the hungry | Pouring in upon us. 


fed with the bread of life. 


Thus it is, the world aver: It is not by the 
rush of multitudes, whom health, education 
and talent qualify, and whom Providence 
calls, but by the solitary, self-denying labo- 
rer, that the dark and dreary wastes are en- 
lightened and subdued to Christ. In some 
parts of our land, there are ministers, literally 
in each other’s way. Parishes are divided 
and subdivided, till single towns contains half 
a dozen or more: and still there are minis: 
ters unemployed, floating about on the com- 
munity, seeking ‘snug harbors;” while hun- 
dreds of such regions as those described in 
the foregoing application are left unvisited 
and unblest ; or are trodden by the footsteps 
of but here and there a herald, who goes 
forth alone to proclaim salvation. Truly, 


the crown of the willing pioneer will, at the || 


last day, be paced onthe brow of only a 
few of all who aspire to the sacred office. 
But how bright will that crown be, how hon- 
orable the distinction it will confer, and how 
rich the reward of such as have attained it, 
through much tribulation, in obeying the 
command, “ to preach the gospel to every 
creature !”” 


ILLINOIS. 


From Rev. N. Gould, Rockwell, and 
Peru, La Salle Co., Ill. 


LAYING THE FOUNDATION, 


Since my last, we have received 
three to our communion by certificate, 
making in all eleven. One is gone to 
her home, having finished her work of 
self-denial, and is now reaping her re- 
ward. A few religious families came 
on last spring from whom we expect 
some help. Some of them are of the 
Baptist denomination. Elder Powell, 
of Vermillionville, has preached. here 
twice,and Bishop Chase,at Peru, once. 
Otherwise, I have been the only sup- 


ply, of any order, in these two towns. |i 


I preach alternately every other Sab- 
bath, twice at each place. You already 


i] 


September, 


know something of the importance of 
this location. Immigration is rapidly 
The 15th section, 
owned by the state, on which the ¢a- 
nal terminates, and through which the 


rail-road passes from North to. South, | 


has recently been surveyed into town 
lots and partly sold. This lies be- 
tween Rockwell and Peru. An early 


religious influence is of vast im port~ 


ance. Up to this, we have been able 
to secure the Protestant children’ in 
our: Sabbath school. Capt. W. of the 


| Steam-boat “Ark,” ealled on Sabbath 


morning, at Peru, to inquire at what 
hour the religious services commenced, 
and being told that the Sabbath school 
was then in attendance, came in, and 
at the close addressed himself to. the 


school as the captain of the Ark. He 
| expressed great surprise at finding the 


Sabbath at Peru, the Gospel ordinan- 
ces, and especially a Sabbath school. 
He said that he had run his boat on the 


Sabbath the present season, but he - 


should de sono more. At evening we 
made use of his ark for a chapel, in 
which we held a third service in pre- 
sence of a large congregation. Last 
year at this season we had no child to 
attend a Sabbath school in Rockwell 
and at Peru, no house was open to us 
for that purpose. Now we have thir- 
teen children in attendance at each 
place. OurBible classstill continues in- 


|| teresting, and attendance very regular, 


Our Temperance society is receiving 
additions, and is exerting a good influ- 
ence in discouraging the traftic, as well 
as the use of intoxicating liquor. With 
all the discouragements attending the 
formation and early growth of church- 
es in the West, I feel encouraged as 
well as satisfied with my location: and 
I expect, ere long, to see efficient 
churches growing up as lights in this 
surrounding darkness. It is a day of 
small things, but I cannot fee! that you' 
are bestowing your patronage in vain, 
and to no profit. 


From Rev. R. Barnes, Washington, 


Tazewell Coi, Il. 


communion season, and received into 


Since my last report, we have had a 
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We are at 
making efforts to enclose 


two valuable members. 
present 


our meeting-house. The frame, 50 by 


38 feet, was put up last fall, and has 
remained till the present time a monu- 
ment of our poverty. We hope to be 
able to finish the out-side this season. 
Our village is improving externally, 
and increasing in its numbers and en- 
terprise ; and although a spirit of skep- 
ticism, deep-rooted and obstinate, ap- 
pears to be prevalent among us, yet 
_the Gospel is exerting a salutary in- 
fluence upon society in general. 
Owing, in part, to removals, by 
death and otherwise, this church has 
increased but slowly in its ability to 
support the Gospel, and in view of all 
_ the circumstances, it requires greater 
faith than I have reason to believe ex- 
ists among. us, to expect the change 
will soon be rapid. 


FEELINGS OF THE CHURCHES TOWARDS 
. THE SOCIETY. 


Permit me to congratulate you up- 
on the interesting ‘field of usefulness 
which is opening before your Society 
throughout all this rapidly growing 
country. Thesympathies of the great 
body of the churches in this state are 
for voluntary societies. ‘The most in- 
telligent Christians are sensible of the 
debt of gratitude which they already 
owe to the A. H. M.S., and they will 
have no disposition to try ‘“* experi- 
ments.” While, then, we are permit- 
ted to labor in this spiritual harvest, 
may God give the increase, and may we 
gather much fruit unto eternal life. 


From Rev. A. L. Pennoyer, Man- 
- chester and Winchester, Ill. 


On arriving here, I found these 
churches in a very distressed condi- 
tion. In Manchester every thing re- 
lating to the interests of Zion was 
truly in a desolate condition—the 
members divided among themselves— 
the Sabbath school abandoned—no 
place for worship. My first efforts 
were directed to bring the whole 
church into a Bible class; which has 


been successfully prosecuted. Then} 
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| still it is doing much good. 
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ed, with reference to reviving a Sab- 
bath schcol.. This also succeeded, 
anda 8S. 8. library was purchased.— 


our church on a professionof their faith, || a discourse was mom and deliver- 


Although the 8.§. is not in as flourish- 


ing a condition as it ought to be, 
It num- 
bers 30 and upwards. No other de- 
nomination maintains a S. school. 
A convenient house for worship has 
been erected since the commencement — 
of my labors ; large enough to accom- 


|modate the whole town. 


The house was occupied last Sab- 
bath. Those whe livein New-York, 
and at the Hast, among Christians 
who live for God and let their light 
shine all around them, can have but 
little idea of the worldliness and spi- 
ritual darkness prevailing at the West. 


‘Men, who at the East lived to promote 
| the cause of Jesus Christ, in the West, 
often have a name to live, but are dead. 


My labors have been directed to bring 
the church to feel her responsibility 
and live- for her Redeemer. At the 
same time sinners have been pressed 
to repent. ' 

Since my arrival ‘here, a gradual 
change has taken place in the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath. It was no un- 
common thing to see persons engaged 
in manual labor on the sacred day. 
Though there is still room for im- 
provement, and much still remains to 
be done, yet much has also been ac- 
complished. As to benevolent opera- 
tions, but little has been done or can 
be done. The church has made 
great exertion to build their house. 
Reports have been made, however, 
from the Missionary Herald, and a 
sermon on the conversion of the hea- 
then, was prepared and delivered on 
the Sabbath. The females formed a 
society for prayer, made a box, and 
declared that enough should be raised 
to send at least one Bible to the 
heathen. The result will be the col- 
pet of a few dollars for the foreign’ 
field. | . | 


From Rev. E. os beat Danville, 
Ut. 


| STEADY PROGRESS. 
We have just closed a three days’ 
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meeting of more than ordinary inter- 
est. Four heads of families were ex- 
amined and admitted to this church. 
Though we have never been permitted 
to rejoice in any thing like a general 
revival of religion, yet we have usu- 
ally had the privilege of welcoming 
a few to sit with us, for the first time, 
at’almost every communion which we 
have held: and these seasons we hold 
quarterly.. This little church in six 
years has increased from 14 to-50.. It 
has not, during this time, been aided | 
more than retarded by emigration.— 
We have been permitted to live in| 
almost uninterrupted peace and har- 
mony, and to rejoice in the steadfast- 
ness of those who have united with! 
us. It hasalso been our happiness to 
do something for almost: every object 
Of religious charity. 


INDIANA. 
DEATH OF A MISSIONARY. 


We learn from the following letter that 
our valuable and beloved Missionary to the 
Germans, at Fort Wayne, is no more., To 
the apprehension of short-sighted men, this 
seems a loss almost irreparable. That class 
of our population is rapidly increasing, and 
it is difficult to find evangelical ministers, 
_who are qualified by a knowledge of both 
the English and German languages, and of 
the Americo-Germanic character of the large 


number born in this country of German pa- | 


rents. We deeply sympathize with the be- 
reaved flock and family of our late Mission- 
ary; and with great solicitude inquire, where 
shall another such be found to supply his 
place? . 


2 


From the German Congregation at 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Our hearts were cheered and made 
to rejoice by the kindness of your So- 
ciety, in forwarding a commission and 
aid to our beloved pastor, the Rev. 
Jesse Hoover. But ah, our joy was 
soon turned to mourning! for scarcely 
had we begun to feel the benefit of 
your assistance, as manifested by the 
zeal and undivided attention which 
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wonders to perform.” 
‘say, His will be done. 


/ location in the wildernesss. 


September,. 


Mr. Hoover was thereby enabled to 
bestow upon his ministerial office, ere 
our pastor himself was called away 


from his earthly field of labor, to reap 


his heavenly reward. . Why these 
things are so we cannot comprehend. 
“God moves.in a mysterious way, his 
We can only 


We have thought proper, as a con- 
gregation, to address you a few lines, 
informing you of Rev. Mr. Hoover’s 
decease, by which dispensation of 


-Providence,-you have been prevented 


from receiving your yearly report of 
his labor. His wife and two orphan 
children are left without their natural 
protector, and dependent; and his flock 
is without any one to break unto them 
the bread of life, or to give them a 
word of advice or reproof in season. 
Since the death of our pastor we have 
kept up the Sabbath school, which he 
assisted us in establishing. At the 
close of school, the congregation as- 
semble and have a sermon read to 
them, and an exhortation by one of the 
elders. The Sabbath school instruc- 
tion is given in both the English and 
German languages. Many of our 
young people being in a short time 
able to read the English language, the 
desire and necessity of acquiring it is 
very great The same plan is pursued 
by the congregation in Adams county, 
15 miles south of Fort Wayne. We 
still pray and trust that God in his 
merciful Providence, will send us an- 
other faithful minister. We have writ- 
ten to another man in the south part 
of this state, who preaches in both 
languages. He could, however, sup- 
ply us only by making another vacan- 
cy, and the support we can promise 
we know is not sufficient. Those 
only who have experienced them can 


know the difficulties, expense and pri- 


vations attending our emigration and’ 
But we 
feel assured that these will, in a few 
years, be overcome, and that any as- 
sistance that you could give us at this 
time, would be amply repaid by the 
weight and influence that would be 
thrown on the side of religion, by hav- 


ing a faithful mimister among us at 


this time. About one half of the Ger- 


}man population here are Catholics, 
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make glad the friends of the Redeemer, 
by reporting the out-pouring of the 
Holy Spirit, and the conversion of sin- 
ners! But, alas, this ;leasure 1 must 
not now enjoy. My report must be of 
a very different character. My health 
has not been good—lI ‘have suffered 
much in body and mind. Worldliness 
‘and great stupidity generally prevail. 
| The money pressure, which has not 
been so sensibly felt, in this place, un- 
til a few months past, has of late 
pressed this people almost to madness. 
How it will terminate, I cannot say; 
but few, at present, seem very sensible 
of the worthlessness of earthly things, 
‘compared with the favor of God,:-and 
the interests of the soul. All the evils, 
lof which I have-spoken in former re- 
ports, still abound. Professors of re- 
ligion are to be found in all the differ- 
ent churches, who treat the Sabbath 
with comparative indifference, and 
some of them perform journeys on 
| eat holy day. We have indeed form- 
| 


and the oppression and irregularities 
of their priest are so great, that some 
of the most intelligent of them are 
brought to a stand, and may per- 
haps be convinced of their delusion. 
At all events, the contrast between 
the two modes of worship should be 
constantly held up to their view, and 
thus perhaps they might be led to em- 
brace the truth as itis in Christ Jesus. 
If it is consistent with your mode of 
business to send Mr. Hoover’s: widow 
a draft for the last quarter of his year, 
it will be thankfully received by her. 

Whatever you can do for us, consist- 
ently with your regulations and the 
state of your funds, will be most thank- 
fully received by your brethren in the 
West: and that the rich blessing of 
our Heavenly Father may rest upon 
the efforts of your Society, is the 
prayer of this congregation. 


ed a Temperance society, of members 
from three or four different religious 
denominations, and have made some 
‘strong efforts to prevent the vending 
and drinking of intoxicating liquors; 
| but some of us have brought an almost 
overwhelming storm of wrath upon 
‘ourselves. ‘The scenes and circum- 
|stances of a few months past, have 
been well adapted to try the hearts and 
character of the members of this 
‘church. One has given us the sad evi- 
‘dence of total dereliction, It being 
plain to all that it was our. duty so to 
do, we, unanimously, proceeded to his 
‘expulsion, He is a very base man, 
‘and uniting with some others of like 
feelings towards this church, he has 
been able to produce, by detraction, 
slander, &c., some agitation ; but God 
has kept us together until this time, 
and we trust he will still keep us. 

_ The constant agitation in relation to 
the. General Assembly, temperance, 
slavery, &c. leave the minds of most 
| but little opportunity or inclination for 
‘solemn reflection on the momentous 
/concerns of the soul. 
Brethren, you will pruy for me. 
. |My mind is often much dejected and 

The gracious God has spared my |\almost in despair, in view of the al- 
life to close another quarter in the ser- || most universal skepticism, and of the 
vice of the A.H..M.S. OthatI could} wide extended moral waste around 


THE DARK AND GLOOMY DAY. 


To the writer of the following letter we 
would affectionately say, Dear Brother, take 
courage. Think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trials which you are called to en- 
dure, as though some strange thing happen- 
ed unto you. Many others, Missionaries to 
the new settlements, know what itis to drink 
of the same cup. When they read your re- 
port, their hearts will swell with sympathy, 
and their supplications will ascend on your 
behalf, to the same mercy seat where they 
are accustomed to carry their own sorrows. 
And besides these, there are many Christians 
who love the cause of Home Missions, who 

give to it their liberal and steady patronage, 
and who follow their benefactions with their 
prayers. These will feel with you, and for 
you—they will “‘agree,” in spirit, at least, as 
“touching the thing they shall ask” in your 
behalf. Endure, therefore, the rebuke of the. 
Lord, in this dark and gloomy day; and 
doubt not that if you are faithful to Christ, 
he will redeem his pledge, and be with youin 
your trials, and greet you at last with a wel- 
come to his eternal rest. 


412 


me. Could you send me, or could I 


obtain a large number of tracts on the 
Sabbath, temperance, and on infideli- 
ty, &c., [might circulate them to the 
advantage of this wandering people. 


I have not received one cent of 


money of this people for more than six 
months, and but very little of any thing 
else for my support. 


) noe 
From an.eye Witness. 
WSEFULNESS OF THE A. H. MISSIONARY sO 


Ihave no language to express my 
wiews of the importance and useful- 
ness of the A. H. M.S. It sends forth 
its Missionaries into the midst of ig- 
horance, superstition, and vice, and 
soon the foundations of all that is de- 
sirable in human society, all that pu- 
rifies and elevates it, are laid. It stops 
not here; it holds up the hands of Me. 
ses till Amalek is subdued—till intel- 
ligence, refinement and true piety, take 
the place ofignorance, semi-barbarism, 
and vice in every form: and yet the 
halfis not told. The rising genera- 
tion. is trained up to fear and praise the 
Lord, and in prospective view the vast 
wilderness blossoms as the rose, and 
all. our valleys are vocal with the 
praises of the Redeemer. Could my 
voice fall on the ear of every one who 


contributes to the funds of your Socie-| 


ty, I would ery with solemn earnest- 
ness and emphasis, “Stay not thine 


hand, friend of humanity, friend of 


Zion, friend of God, stay not thine 
hand—in behalf of thousands on thou- 
sands of dear children growing up in 
sin and ignorance—ignorance of let- 
ters, of the delights of refined society 
—ignorance of moral obligation, of the 
character and government of Jehovah, 
of the glories and woes of the world to 
come—I{ beseech you, I charge you, 
cease not to sustain by your. prayers 
and alms the cause of Home Missions 
—the offspring of heavenly benévo- 
lence—the bestower of ten thousand 
blessings upon therm 
perish.” 
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| From 


that are ready to: 


September, 
A GOOD FIELD FOR GOOD MINISTERS. 


Rev. J. Boggs, Bucyrus, 
Crawford Co., O 


Permit me, though a. stranger, 
earnestly to solicit aid for some of our 
vacant churches. In this Presbytery 
(Marion) they are very numerous. 
In this county I stand alone: in Har- 
din county, there is no Presbyterian 
preacher, and the same is true in re- 
spect to several adjacent counties. 
They are entirely destitute of any one 
to break to them the bread of life. 
Many parts of the country are very 
densely populated ; precious souls are 
perishing, and sinking down to eternal 


ruin. Here and there you will find a 


little band of praying people, which, 
through the blessing of God, may be 
the nucleus of a large and flourishing 


‘congregation. There are among them 


“ Aarons and Hurs,” who will stay up 
the hands of a faithful minister: but 
upon the greater part of the country, 
might be written “desolation.” And 
those good people who are scattered 
here and there, have been so long de- 
prived of the Gospel, that many of 
them are ready to faint, and become 
discouraged. In other instances they 


are growing cold. 


The church in behalf of whom I 
write is Grand. It is located in the 
northwestern part: of Marion county, 
on the edge of Hardin county. In con- 
nexion with this church is Kenton, the 
cgunty-seat of Hardin. At Kenton, 
they could not do much towards sup- 
porting a man, but at-Grand, they 
could perhaps support a man one half 
of his time. A large number of the 
people of Grand are from the western 
part of New-York. They are a pray- 
ing people, and desire a praying man. 
With such a man there are flattering 
prospects of building up a very large 
church. Respecting Kentcn I know 
but little. As it is a county-seat, and 
in avery rich country, it will doubtless 
be a place’of some importance. But 
whatever be its, prospects, there are 
deathless souls there. be 

These churches, as you perceive, 
will need some aid from the Home 


Missionary Society. If you can find 


any self-denying man, who is willing 
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to labor for Christ, and is willing to 
encounter some ofthe difficulties which 
those in new countries have to endure, 
urge him to come out here. Could 
you find more than one minister, who 
is willing to come out to the West, 
send them on. There are churches 
waiting for them, and churches that 
are able to support them. There are 
‘a great many self-denying men need- 
ed in the north-western part of this 
state. . . 


TENNESSEE. 


From Rev. John D. Wilson, Blount 
Co., Ten. gt 


LABORING AMIDST AFFLICTION. 


_ Since my last communication, the 
Lord has again visited my family with 
afflictions. My wife and one of my 
children have been brought near the 
grave: and although through the atten- 
tion of a benevolent physician, and the 
divine blessing, my child has recovered 
his health, and my wife been partially 
restored, yet, as a family, we are the 
subjects of affliction. Through fatigue 
and loss of sleep, my own health has 
been jeoparded ; and I have been re- 
certly under the necessity of suspend- 
ing some of my usual appointments on 
the Sabbath. 
above mentioned, in connexion with 
that responsibility which I feel rests 
upon me as an ambassador of Christ, 
often weighs me down, and forces me 
to exclaim ‘ who is sufficient for these 
things.” a 

The obstacles with which I have to 
contend, are such as generally abound 
in this country—viz. the traffic and use 
of ardent spirits, the dissipation of the 


youth, and horse-racing—a species of 


gambling countenanced here, toa cer- 
tain extent, by our laws. 


A 
v 


VIRGINIA. 


APPLICATION FOR AID—A SPECIMEN OF 


MANY. 


Our lot is castin a section of coun- 
try less favored than many others with 


the means of grace. The number who. 
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love our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ is exceedingly small, compared 


‘with the vast multitude who are ene- 


mies to the Redeemer, without God 
and without hope. Without a preach- 
ed Gospel, a deep moral gloom must 


for ever becloud our future prospects ; 


since it is the uniform course of divine 
Providence to save sinners through 
the ministry of reconciliation. We 
must therefore rely on this blessed in- 
stitution for the accomplishment of 
this great and glorious end. Being few 
in number, and generally poor, we are 
unable to sustain aminister among us. 


| thus situated, we are under the neces- 


sity of looking abroad for assistance. 
We greatly prefer the aid of your So- 
eiety, because it is based upon the 
principles of voluntary action. Your 


‘Society has done more than any other 
in supplying the destitute in our own 


land with the Gospel of peace, and 
promises to do still more in carrying 
forward the triumphs of the cross 
among those who otherwise would 
go down to the grave without the 
grace of the Gospel. “er 
There is no other Presbyterian 
church in this county, except a small 
church near’ the line, a part of the 
members of which reside in anoth- 
er county. We cannot raise more 
than fifty dollars here, which falls far 
short of the amount requisite. Small 
subscriptions have been obtained in 
other parts of the county; but the 
whole, when taken together, is very 
inconsiderable, not exceeding one hun- 
dred and twenty or thirty dollars. A 
man could support himself by teaching 
school, but we are aware that this 
would detract much from his useful- 
ness as a minister.. We need all his 
time in a ministerial capacity; and 
could you make an appropriation of 
one hundred and fifty dollars for the 
present year, this would relieve us 
from our present embarrassed condi- 
tion. We hope ina few years to be 
able to support a minister without 
foreign aid. If the state of your funds 
is such as to did us, we would consider 
it an unspeakable favor. And we hope 
to be able, at some future period, to 
cast into the treasury of your Society, 
which has done so much in giving the 
bread of eternal life to the destitute, 
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RELIEF AFFORDED IN THE ‘TIME OF NEED. 


The officers of a Missionary Society have 
to suffer much that is painful, especially in 
receiving and replying to appeals for the Gos- 


pel which they cannot supply. Yet they| 


sometimes have a high degree of enjoyment 
in their work. Expressions of thankfulness— 
giving evidence that the. Missionary appro- 
priations have afforded a real and substan- 
tial relief, and filled the dwelling and. the 
heart of the faithful laborer with joy—are 
often received, which make us sharers of the 
gladness which it is our office to dispense. 


From a Missionary Report. 


It is with heartfelt gratitude to God 
that I now address you. The second 
year of my labors has closed. I had 
given up all hopes of Missionary aid, 
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and was in embarrassed circumstan- 
ces—the church not having been able 
to bear half of my expenses. ‘T’wo 
days ago I received a renewal of my 
commission. You can judge, perhaps, 
with what pleasure I received it, and | 
with gratitude to my Heavenly Fa- 
ther, who has thus by his goodness 
prevented me from suffering, 


if 


From another Report. 


Had it not been from an unwilling- 
ness to trouble with a letter one who 
is obliged officially to read them by 
scores and hundreds, 1 would have set 
down, at once, on the receipt of my 
lastcommission,and told you at length, 
the happiness which that letter gave 
to me, and to the session. To me, it 
was indeed most welcome. It opened 
a passage, and let light shine down 
through a dark cloud that seemed to 
cover the whole hemisphere. I could 
not but thank the Lord, and take 


courage. 


+7 


DELAWARE, 


“ DESPISE NOT THE DAY OF SMALL 
. THINGS.” 


During the past quarter our meetings 
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at the church, and at places around in 
the country, have been well.attended. 
We have had an increase of pew- 
holders, so that instead of receiving 


| between $80 and $90 per annum ‘as I 


have done for three years, I have re- 
ceived above $130 this year from this 
feeble society. Their contributions to . 
benevolent objects have amounted to 
about $150. : 

An increase of our library has aug- 
mented our Sabbath school.—Another 
promising one has been opened in a 


destitute region. 


The temperance cause, too, is still . 
on the advance—ten were added at 
our last meeting—-and lately a promis- 


ing society, on the true plan, was or- 


ganized in a drinking, Sabbath break- 
ing, infidel neighborhood, not far dis- 
tant, where such an attempt last year, 
would, I think, have been met with 
“lynching.” Thus even in a land of 
moral death the A. H. M. 8S. is doing 


good. 


NEW-JERSEY. 


From a Missionary in a Manufac- 
turing Town. 


I am still engaged in such:efforts as 
appear most suitable to battle with the 
powers of darkness, and “ beseech 
men to be reconciled ‘to God.” And 
though there is a little visible progress, 
yet it is so little, ‘and obstacles stand 
up:so thick and formidable all around, 
that I sometimes feel overwhelmed 


‘and disheartened. The cause of Christ 


has advanced in a small degree. Du- 
ring the past spring, we have reason to 
believe that four cr five have been con- 
verted to God. One of these yester- 
day professed Christ, was baptized, 
and sat down with us at the table of 
the Lord. Thus since you sent me 


| here, both he and his wife have, we 


hope, been led out of darkness into the 
true light. Their family is now a fami- 
ly of prayer. We have also made anag- 
gression upon our northern frontier 
this season, and gathered a new Sab- 
bath school of about forty children 
from among the woods and rocks. 
Several of these are far advanced in 
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youth; but still of the whole forty I 
do not suppose that a dozen can be 
found who can read at all, and of 
these last, very few can intelligently 
read even their Bible—so deplorable 
is their ignorance! I see more and 
more proof daily, that I am in a semi- 
heathen country. How true it is, 
that where the light and vivifying 
energy of the Gospel are unfelt, eve- 
ry other light goes out, and moral 
death reigns. 


NEW-YORK. 


L. Hall, late of 


From Rev. 
, ville, N. ¥. 


Centre- 


FRUITS OF A REVIVAL. 


Since my last report nothing of 
special importance has occurred, ex- 
cepting that a number have united 
with the church. As the fruit of the 
revival, twenty-three have united by 
profession—-eighteen since I forward- 
ed my last report. The number of 
hearers on the Sabbath has conside- 
rably increased, and the prospects of 
the church for permanency and use- 
fulness are favorable. ‘The. present 
number of church members is eighty- 
three.. The whole number added du- 
ring the past year, is thirty-one—of 
whom twenty-three were added by 
profession. During the first year of 
my labor in Centreville twenty-six 
were added to the church—sixteen 
by profession and ten by letter ; mak- 
ing the whole number added in two 
years fifty-seven. 


LABOR NOT SPENT IN VAIN. 


On reviewing what has oceurred 
in connexion with my labors since 
my last report, I can see but little 
which, to human view, seems encour- 
aging or cheering. And yet when I 
converse with some of the best mem- 
bers of the church, who, when I en- 
tered this field were not only sinners, 
but violent, open opposers of the great 
doctrines of revelation, I am led to 
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exclaim “ What hath Gop wrought!” 
—And what may HE yet work in the 
case of other sinners! Our Sabbath 
school has been recently opened un- 
der circumstances apparent!y auspi- 
cious. In consequence of the agita- 
tion of the Presbyterian church in 
reference to Sabbath school books, 
and Union question. books, the 
church here have thought it best to 
take the simple word of God for the 
question book; and give out for a 
lesson as many verses as:the pupils 
can commit. . Such questions as the 
lesson obviously suggests, are asked 
by the teachers. 


—————e 


SHALL HE BE SUSTAINED—OR SHALL HE 
FLEE ? 


From a Missionary Report. 
. [have tried, in my poor way, to do 
what I could. I trust by the grace of 
God, I have been enabled to preach the 
word plainly and faithfully, and have 
often done it with tears ; but I seem, 
after all, to have elected little, and 
sometimes, I have concluded, I have 
accomplished nothing to any good 
purpose. But few in the town, ex- 
cept professors, and not all of them, 
seem to have regard for the Lord’s 
day ; and of course, such attend reg- 
ularly upon no evangelical preach- 
ing. At the village of C. there are 
about three hundred souls, and with 
the exception of a few sisters in the 
different churches, and one Methodist 
minister, there is not an able, active, 
consistent, influential Christian a- 
mongst the whole—not one that can 
be depended on for steady, consist- 
ent, persevering Christian effort. I 
have found it impossible to sustain, 
regularly, a prayer-meeting or Bible 
class here. Many, of all ages, are 
most astonishingly ignorant, even of 
the first principles of the Gospel, and 
what is worst of all, seem determined 
to remain so. I fear, yes, breth- 
ren, [am swre—and I say it with pain 
—that the influence of more than 
one half of the professors in town, 
even of those called evangelical, is. 
worse than that of open infidels. 
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They neither reverence God, his Sab- 
baths nor his ordinances. Many of 
them I know are in the constant 
' habit, even in our own church, of 
visiting, conversing about and doing 
worldly business on the Lord’s day. 
in but few families, I fear. even 
amongst professors, is the worship of 
God regularly maintained—most of 
the youth and children have grown 
and are growing up, uninstructed and 
unrestrained. In view of this, I have 
often wept and mourned, and ex- 
claimed, can these parents be Chris- 
tians? Many of them I have often 
visited, conversed and prayed with, 
but in most cases, as yet, it seems to 
have done very little good. How 
trying, O how heart rending to the 
ambassador of the blessed Jesus, to 
know that his visits, exhortations 
and prayers, are a weariness, even in 
families of his professed disciples! 
I have uniformly been treated re- 
spectfully as a man, but have often 
wept and groaned, in view of the to- 
tal aversion of the many with whom 
I have conversed, to any serious per- 
sonal conversation on the great sub- 
ject of salvation. 


We commend the above extract to the at- 
tention . 

1. Of att wuo pray for Home Missiona- 
ries. Readit, and conceive yourselves in the 
writer’s place, and whatsoever ye would that 
he should do for you, do ye even so for him 
—i.e. pray for him. 

2. Of ministers who are thinking of leaving 
their fields of labor because of difficulties. 
How few of you, brethren, can tell so mourn- 
ful a tale of discouragements as the above. 
In all your trials, then, think that there may 
be some who are worse off even than you 
ate; and resolve to bear up against, and not 
flee from difficulties, 

Itis obvious from such statements, that 
there are many cases where Home Missiona- 
ries suffer greater trials of feeling than some 


Foreign Missionaries. Who would not rath- | 
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er labor in Greece, or Bombay, or Ceylon, 
than in’such a field as that described above! 
From the heathen, or from open opposers of 
Christianity, we expect no sympathy or aid, 
and therefore their’ hostility does not dis- 
eourage us. “If it had been an enemy—I 
could have borne it.” But the wounds in- 
flicted on the Saviour “in the house of his 
friends,” are more painfal than any others. 


CANADA. 


From Rev. E. J. Sherrill, Eaton, L.C. 


I was ordained pastor of this peo- 
ple onthe 10th of June. The public 
exercises were held in a barn conve- 
et fitted up for the purpose. It 


A PASTOR SETTLED. 


some from neighboring towns. It 
was a pleasant, and, I believe, a joy- 
ful day, to this. church and people. 
The day following we had a temper- 
ance meeting. -With. but one dis- 
senting voice, we resolved to abolish 
the old, and adopt the comprehensive 
pledge. On this principle we now ~ 
act, and will act till the enemy is 
driven from our township. I speak 
with confidence, but not without rea- 
son. I had previously left pledges 
for the youth in five different schools 
jin town, which secured for us a little 
army, whe will soon be ready for an- 
other, and we hope a rinaL onset. In 
| different parts of the town where I go 
preaching the word, I find the Spirit 
of God moving; two give evidence 
of having passed from death unto life. 
Sabbath schools are now in operation 
in five different districts within the. 
bounds of my labors. As yet, we are 
| living in the unity of the Spirit and in 
the bonds of peace. We areof names 
j many, but in feeling and effort one. 
Pray that no root of bitterness may 
spring up amongst us. 


was filled with attentive hearers, who 
came from every part of this, and 


From one oF the Storetaries travelling in the 
- West. , 
COMPARATIVE EFFICIENCY OF ECCLESIAS-, 
TICAL AND VOLUNTARY EFFORTS. 


In travelling through some portions of this 
country, the best supplied with preaching, I 
have been struck with the fact that some of 
the most needy and neglected moral wastes 
’ lie within the limits of large ecclesiastical 
bodies. Within the last few days, it has been 
my lot te contemplate several such fields of 
almost uncultured barrenness, surrounded 
with a cordon of churches, and presbyteries, 
and associations. As I have looked upon the 
condition of these conamunities, I have won- 
dered liow they could have been permitted to 
remain so long desolate, inimediately under 
the eye of ecclesiastical authority. If the 
doctrine were correct, which some maintain 
—that the most efficient and only proper way 
~ of advancing the cause of Christ is through 

the public bodies whick are appointed for the 
government of the churches, we should ex- 
pect these destitute districts would be noticed 
by the presbyteries to which they naturally 
-appertain—that the sympathies of their own 
immediate neighbors would be excited, and 
the process of evangelization commenced. 
According to the doctrine above alluded to, 
for what higher énd could ecclesiastical bo- 
dies exist than this? And yet, scores of years 
elapse, and almost all that is accomplished’ 
is the fruit of individual faithfulness—the ef: 
fect of the voluntary principle—not of ec- 
clesiastical action. Individual compassion, 
ptayer, contributions and labors do the work. 
When the difficulties are so far surmounted 
that churches can be organized, then the ec- 
clesiastical bodies step in very properly to 


take the oversight of them. Though they | 


cannot build them up, they can exercise a 

salutary influence in governing them, when 

built up by other means. 

HOW THESE THINGS MAY BE ACCOUNTED 
FOR. 


Shall we, then, undervalue ecclesiastical 
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Ss Covvesponvence. 


plish all that some expect from them? Or 
may We not rather suppose that too much 
has been looked for at their hands--that a 
species Of service has been required which — 
they are not fitted to perform? And that so 
far as they have appeared to accomplish any 
thing in the way of aggression upon the 
kingdom of datkness, it has been by depart- 
ing from thieir ecclesiastical ‘character; and 
acting as companies of individuals who are 
agreed in the thing they seek, that is; as 
voluntary societies. 


1. What is an ecclesiastical Bay ?Itisa: 
collection of churches and their ministers—_ 
each.of whom has as much as he can dota 
cultivate his own field. It may safely he as- 
sumed, that there are very few if any ecclesi- 
astical bodies in our country, which possess 
a surplus of ministerial strength and piety 
that is not needed to meet the demands of 
the churches belonging tothem. How then 


| can they evangelize the destitute portions of 
the land ? They cannot, and it is not reason- 


able to expect them to doit. 


2. Ecclesiastical bodies donot possess the 
necessary funds fer such operations. In.a 
few cases funds have been accumulated and 
put under the care of ecclesiastical bodies for 
‘specific purposes; but this is not the case. 
to any great extent, and in our country 
probably will never become general. Hence, 
in their organized capacity, these bodies may 
be said to have no pecuniary resources. ‘The - 
individual members of churches have the 
means; and they may give in view of the - 
claims of God upon them asindividual stew-. 
ards; but’ the church organizations have no |: 
suchclaims. Their giving isnot madea term 
of communion when men join. the church, 
nor their neglect to give, a ground of exclu: 
sion. Whatever appears to be done, then, 
by the ecclesiastical bodies, is not done by 
the church, “as achurch.” If it were, the 
funds would be furnished, not by individuals, 
but by the church “asa church.” If the di- 
rectors of a bank wish to discount a note, 
they can doit, for the bank, as.a bank, has 
funds for that purpose; but should they 
agree to do some deed of charity, they would 


bodies as useless, because they do not accom- have to do it from their private resources, be- . 
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cause for such satiny: 


stockholder should contribute heartily to the 


object, still it would not be done as a bank, | 


but as voluntary individuals providentially 
associated together for other objects, and 
happening to agree inthis. Iam persuaded, 
then, that what ecclesiastical bodies have 
seemed to accomplish in the way of benevo- 
lent enterprise, has been by the. voluntary 
workings of Christian feeling, with the spon- 
taneous offerings of individual hearts; and 
that the ecclesiastical organization has not 
really facilitated the good effect, but rather 
retarded it—because all who belong to the 
body have a kind of ex-officio connexion 
and control in the enterprise, whether their 
hearts are init or not. And in this respect, 
voluntary associations must ever have the 
~ advantage over the ecclesiastical :' they do 
not have to carry along with them a dead 


weight, a mass of eat not congenial to | 
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‘ganized. And though every director and’ 
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the work they have inhand. Ifany persons, 
however, prefer to prosecute the experiment 
of laboring under the direction of church 
courts, they have the right to their prefer- 
ence; and no advocate of voluntariness 
ought to object. to their excercise of that 
right, except ashe may regret to see Christian 
effort thrown away. 


I have been led to these remarks by the 
conviction, forced upon me asi pass through 
the country, that comparatively little is do- 
ing to advance the cause of religion in our 
land, that is not done, directly or indirectly, 
by the benevolent societies : and that should 
those societies cease their operation, ecclesi- 
astical bodies, through the abundance of 
their appropriate work, would ere long let 
down the standard of Christian activity to 
the low degree, where under their auspices, 


it stood for so many ages, before the true 


system was revived. 


PMiseellancows. 


INTERESTING DONATIONS. 


A CHILD’ S LEGACY. 


To us the donation Hiensoned below has 
a peculiar value attached, to it by its con- 
nexion with -parental affection, weeping 
over the early departure of an only child, 
‘and by its having been .the. property of 
-one who, while here, loved to talk of the 


child, Charles Henry Perkins, whose 


remains were interred on last Sabbath 
morning. He was a lovely, con- 
scientious child, of five years of age, 
| who loved to hear the Bible read bet- 
ter than any other book, who shun- 


| ned the company of the wicked, and 


who loved to repeat the words of the 
Saviour, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, 


kingdom of heaven, and who, we trust, is || for ofsuch isthe kingdom of heaven. 3 


now enjoying its felicity. May. it have pe- 


There is reason to hope that he was. 


culiar value in the: eye of heaven ; and by.a.|| sanctified from the birth. 


blessing accompanying it wherever it shall. 
go, enhance the eternal joy of the parents. | 


and the child, when they. shall meet where 
parting: and tears shell be no more. 


From Rev. Z. 8. Barstow, Keene, 


° 


Enclosed are $5, which were put 


i into my hands by Mr. C. P. Perkins, 


a member of our church, as a ‘dona- 
tion to the A. H. M.S. It was money 
belonging to his only son, and only 


+ 


‘“ Sweet rose, in air whose odors wave, 
And color charms the eye, ; 
Thy root is ever in its grave, 
And thou, alas! must die.’’ ; 


vy 
€ 


CHRISTIAN FEMALES PREACHING THE 
GOSPEL. 


Let it not be supposed from this caption, - 
that the American Home Missionary Society 
has added to the list of enormities which 
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have been charged upon it, that of commis- 
sioning as Missionaries, some of the sex 
whom an apostle “suffered not to teach,” 
- and of whom he said, “it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church.” ‘There is a 
legal maxim which. says, “ What we cause 
others to do, we do ourselves.” Ivis in this 
sense that some Christian females—we hope 
there will be many more—are preaching the 
Gospel to the destitute. The following in- 
stances are furnished by our Agent in West- 
ern New-York, Rev. J. A. Murray. Others 
might be added from different sections of the 
country. 


1. A lady at C. said to me, a few 
years ago, “I hope next year to be 
able todo more for your important 
Society.” At the same time she put 
into my hand a roll of bank notes, 
which I found, on counting, amount- 
ed to one hundred dollars. This lady 
has every year since given the same 
amount, and thus annually sustained 
a Missionary. : 


handed me a jifty dollar bill, saying, 
“T have saved this by doing without 
help a year.” On a former occasion 
she said to me, “Ihave come to the 
conclusion to give the cause of Home 
Missions, a hundred dollars. I was 
afraid you would not call on me, and 
that I should be obliged to go out 
and endeavor to find you. I live 
plainly, and thus am enabled to do 
something. Did I follow the fashions, 
as many think they must, I should 
have scarcely any thing to give. T'he 
more I give, “the more I seem to have 
to give.” 


3. At V., a fortnight since, a lady 
informed me “she had lately come 
into possession of some property, and 
that she wished to do same good 
with it before digtteney Rastteiod 
her heart; and then, as a tear of 
gratitude beamed in her eye, for the 
privilege, she requested me to put 
down her name for one hundred dol- 
~ lars as her donation to the A. H. M. 
Society. 

4. A lady in R. once said to me 
“You may depend on me for $100 
forthe A.H.M.S. Itnever occurred to 
me that I could do somuch, I thank 
you for giving me the privilege.” 


as 
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5. I received a letter a few days 
since, enclosing $100, from which I 
send you the following extract— 

“Mrs. —— proposes, by this and 
future donations, to sustain a Mission- 
ary on some destitute field, as your 
Committee may direct. She has no 
choice as to the man or the place, so 
that the Gospel, ‘through her instru- 
mentality may be faithfully Ae han 
to souls ready toperish.” 

6. The P. S. of another letter from 
Mr. Murray says—‘‘I have opened 
this at the post-office to acknowledge 


| the receipt of another $100 from a 


widow lady, who wishes in this way 

to preach the Gospel of her ascended ' 
Lord. ' Four or five ladies in West- 

ern New-York, are thus spreading the 

tidings of salvation. Whose. name 

shall be enrolled next on the nenotes 

list 2” 


We have not room to make the appeal 
which the above facts suggest: wecan only 


| ask—Are there not ONE HUNDRED LADIES in 


2. At I., the present week, a lady 


the United States, who will this year preach 
the Gospel by'proxy, by giving each one hun- 


‘dred dollars to the A. H. M. Society, to be ex- 


pended in supporting the Gospel among 
those who otherwise must remain destitute ? 


* NOTICE. © 


TRACTS FOR HOME MISSIONARIES. 


The American Tract Society has generous- 
ly offered to supply each Missionary of the. 
A. H. M. S. who may not otherwise be able 
to obtain them, with five thousand pages of 
tracts for distribution in his personal inter- 
course with his people, or in excursions. 


| among the destitute. This appropriation has 


been already announced ; but owing, possi- 
bly, to some misapprehension, comparatively 
few have availed themselvesof its provisions. - 
We therefore renew our request, that those 
of our Missionaries who have not facilities 
for procuring tracts through local societies, 
would apprize usin theirnext quarterly reports 
of their desire to receive an appropriation. 


!On the receipt of such information, orders 
| will be sent, by means of which tracts can 
i be obtained from some neighboring Depo- 


sitory. 


PY 
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Appointments y the Executive Committee of the A. H. M.S, ‘Went "Sty 15th fo 
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August Lth, 1838. 


Re-appointed. 
Rev. Isaac Crabb,’ Chapinsville, N. ¥. 


Rey. Reuben Willoughby, Olean, Burton, and 


Postville, N.Y. 


Rev. Charles F. Halsey, East Stockholm, N. ¥. 


Rev. Samuel Wells, Oriskany, N. 


Rev. Heman §. Colton, Long Grove and Aurora, 


Tilinois. 
Rev_D. K. Gally, Gates, N. ¥. 


Rev. Seymour Teampson, Springwater and Co- 


hocton, N. Y. 
Rev. Elijah Wollage, ‘Wheeler, N. Y. 


Rev. John Dudley, Mt. Morris and Flint River, 


Michigan. 
Rev. 7 Bally, to go to Michigan. 


Rey. C. J. Knowles, Riverhead, L. 1. 
Rev. Nahum Gould, Rockwell, Ill. 
Rev. J. W, Eastman, Rocky-Spring, Ohio. , 


Rev, R. H. Rankin, Pisgah and Indian Creek, Ind. 


Rev. John Crawford, Coal Creek, Ind. 


Noi in Commission leat year, 
Rev. Jonathan Leslie, Centerfield, N. Y, 


‘Rey. H. B. Stimson, Windham, N. Y. 


Rev. David F. Palmer, Macon, Va. 
Rey. Robert Holman, destitute place in Alabama. 
Rev. A. W. Gray, Panama, | 


Rev. J. H. Prentice, Filton, i. 


Rey. Stephen Peet, Green Bay, Wisconsin, 


Rey. Eliphalet Kent, Greenwood, Ind, 


- 
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The Treasur er of the Aineriln Home Missionary Sodiety acknowledges the receipt of 


the following SUMS, frog en: ‘15th to August 15th, 1838. 


Milford, First Cong’! Ch., ths, ebosl, 4 00} 
MASSACHUSETTS— 

Missionary Society, by B. Perkins, Asst. 

_ Treasurer, 1076 42 

Amherst, College, Rev. Prof. Tyler, 12 50 

Hampshire Miss, Soc., by E. Williams, 
Treasurer, 200 00 

Holden, Mrs, Perry,1; Miss Sophronia 


Perry, 3, 4 00 
Northampton, South Farms, Beney. 
Soc., by Mrs. Lydia Lyman, Tr., 15 00 
West Attleboro, Ladies” H. M.S., 
Williamstown, Fem. Char. Soc., "Mary 
E. Smedley, Treasurer, 


Danbury, Cong’! Ch. and Soc., by Rev. 
R. 8S. Stone, 41 27; Eli ie Hoyt, 50, 
Darien, Cong’! Ch., 1 ~9 SO 
Fairfield, a Friend, : 
Farmington, Mrs. Mary Rowe, 
_New Canaan, Home Miss. Soc., 
New Haven, East. Dist., H. M. Assoc., 


by H. E. Hodges, Treasurer, 8 50 
North Greenwich, Ch. and Soc., by Isaac | 
Peck, Treasurer, Q7 42 


Plainfield, Ch. and Cot, my: Rev. e. 
Rockwell, 32 16 

Sharon, Paul Smith, L. M. in ful, 25; 
Miss Chaffee, 1; A. Boland, 
Hamlin, 1; F. A. King, 1;E. ed Pl 
1; by D. Gould, 


Winsted, Coll. y by Rev. James Beach, 23 04 


Woodbury, Asa Judson, 500 


NEW-YORK— 
Brooklyn, Second Presb. Church, 
Kinderhook, Home Miss. Assoc., by Heo 
Blanchard, Treasurer, «26 «56 


27 10 | 
20 00 


31 00 


108 38 |} 


New-York City, viz: 
Bleecker-st. Church, Mon. Con. Coll.by 


M. Wilbur, 6 16 
Bowery Church, W. W. Chester, : 50 00 
Bowery and Pearl st. Chs., Mou. Con. 

Coll, by H, Aikman, 26 63 
Spring -st. Church, W. Patton, Jr, 75 
Salem, Ladies’ Sew. Soc., to const. Rev, 

A.B. Lambert, a L. D., 225 00 
Shelter Island, S. A. Loper, ‘3 00 
Walworth, First Pr. Ch., of which $30 

is to const. Rev. Royal West, aL.M., 40 00 

NEW-JERSEY— - 

mi Newark, Rev. Selah B. Treat, 25 00 
Newton, Mrs. Halsted, 2 00 
*Parsippany, Presb, Ch. and Cong., by 

Rev. Mr. Ford, 3 36 
Rahway, Levecy of MissP. Hampton, 50 00 

PENNSYLVANIA— 

Gibson and Arrarat, Aux., by Rev. J. 
_ Sherer 25 00 
Pottsville, Presh.Ch., by Rev. J. M‘Cool, 50 00 

OHIO-~_ 

Central Committee of Agency i the 

West, by Rev. H. Little, 290 00 
Sandusky, Samuel Moss, /200 

INDIANA 
Clinton Ch., by Rev. G. G. Porter, 13 00 
Sarah Gibson, by Rev. R. H. Rankin, 5 00 
Collected by Rev. 8. G. Lowry, 9 60° 
Mr. Meeker, 5 00 
wT 4 | $2746 83 

es _ K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 


* The amount acknowledged as from Whippany 
in the number for August, should have been shad 
Parsippany, , 
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INTERESTING DOCUMENT. 


Arter the remarkable work of God in New- 
England in the beginning of the last century, 
it was suggested by a writer in the Boston 
Gazette of May 31st, 1743, that a convention 


signal display of the power, grace 
and mercy of God in behalf of the 
church, should be observed with sa- 


ered wonder, pleasure and gratitude ? 


Nor should the people of God con- — 


tent themselves with a silent notice, 


but publish with the voice of thanks- 


of Ministers should be held to ‘consider giving, and tell of all his wondrous 


whether they were not called upon to give 
an open, conjunct testimony to an event so 
surprising and gracious, as well as against 


those errorsin doctrine and disorders in prac- | 


tice, which through the permitted agency of 


works. More particularly, when 
Christ is pleased to come into his 
ehurch in a plentiful effusion of his 


‘Holy Spirit, by whose powerful in- 


fluences the ministration of the word 


Satan have attended it, and in some mea- || is attended with uncommon success, 
sure blemished its glory and hindered its ad- | S4lvation-work carried on in an emi- 


vancement.”” Accordingly, on the 7th July 
of the same year, about ninety Ministers met 
at Boston for the above purposes. 
sermon, they proceeded to confer together, 
and to hear the letters of such as desired but 
were not able to attend the meeting. As the 
result of their deliberations they drew up and 
published the following document, which 
was signed by sixty-eight ministers—the 
number of those who remained, the others 
having left. 


THE TESTIMONY AND ADVICE 


Of an Assembly of Pastors of Church- 

es in New-England, at a Meeting 
in Boston, July Vth, 1743, occasion- 
ed by the late happy Revival of Re- 
ligion in many parts of the land. 


If it is the duty of every one, capa- 
ble of observation and reflection, to 
take a constant religious notice of 
what occurs in the daily course of 
common providence; how much more 
is it expected that those events in the 
divine economy, wherein there is a 

, \ 


After a | 


nent manner, and his kingdom, which 
is within men, and consists in right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost, is notably advanced. 
‘This is an event which above all 
others invites the notice, and be- 
speaks the praises of the Lord’s peo- 
ple, and should be declared abroad 
for a memorial of the divine grace; 
as it tends to confirm the divinity of 


‘a despised Gospel, and manifests the 


work of the Holy Spirit in the appli- 
cation of redemption, which too ma- 
ny are ready to reproach; as it may 
have a happy effect, by the divine 
blessing, for the revival of religion in 
other places, and the enlargement of 
the kingdom of Christ in the world; 
and as it tends to enliven the prayers, 
strengthen the faith, and. raise the 
hopes, of such as are waiting for the 


o” 


kingdom of God, and the coming on | 
of the glory of the latter days. Butif | 


it is justly expected of all who pro- 
fess themselves the disciples of Christ, 
that they should openly acknowledge 
and rejoice in a work of this nature, 
wherein the honor of their divine 
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master is so much concerned ; how 
much more is it to be looked for from 
those who are employed in the min- 
istry of the Lord Jesus, and so stand 
in a special relation to him, as serv- 
ants of his household, and officers in 


his kingdom? These stand as watch- 
men upon the walls of Jerusalem ; |) 


and it is their business not only to 
give the alarm of war when the ene- 
my is approaching, but to sound the 


trumpet of praise when the King of 


Zion cometh, in a meek triumph, 
having salvation. For these and oth- 
-er reasons, we, whose names are 


hereunto annexed, pastors of church-. 


es in New-England, met together in 
Boston, July 7th, 1748, think it our 
indispensable duty, Salaries judging 
or censuring such of our brethren as 
cannot at present. see things in the 
same light with us) in this open and 
conjunctmanner to declare, to the glo- 
ry of sovereign grace, our full per- 
suasion, either from what we have 
seen ourselves, or received upon ¢re- 
dible testimony, that there has been 


a happy and remarkable revival of 


religion in many parts of this land, 
through an uncommon divine influ- 
ence; after a long time of great de- 
cay and deadness, and a sensible and 
very awful withdraw of the Holy 
Spirit from his sanctuary among us. 
Though the work of grace wrought 
on the hearts of men by the word and 
Spirit of God, and which has been 
more or less carried on in the church 
from the beginning, is always the 
same for substance, and agrees, at one 


time and another, in one place or per- 


son and another, as to the main 
strokes and lineaments of it, yet the 
present work appears to be remarka- 


ble and extraordinary, on account of 


the numbers wrought upon. We 
never before saw so many brought 
under soul-concern, and with distress 
making the inquiry, ‘“‘ What must we 
do to be saved?” and these persons 
of all characters and ages. With re- 
gard to the suddenness and quick 
progress of it, many persons and 
places were surprised with the gra- 
cious visit together, or near about the 
same time; and the heavenly influ- 
ence diffused itself far and wide like 
the light of the morning, Also in re- 
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“ 


spect of the degree of operation, both 
in a way of terror and in a way of 
consolation ; attended in many with 
unusual bodily effects. Not that all 
who are accounted the subjects of the 
present work, have had these extra- 


ordinary. degrees of previous distress 


id subsequent joy. But many, and 
we suppose the greater number, have 
been wrought on in amore gentle and 
silent way, and without any other 
appearances than are common and 
usual at other times, when persons 


have been awakened toa solemn con= 
‘cern about salvation, and have been 


thought to have passed out of a state 
of nature into a state of grace. As 
to those whose inward concern has | 
occasioned extraordinary outward 
distresses, the most of them, when 
we ‘came to converse. with: them, 
were able to give, what appeared to 
us, a rational account of what so af- 
fected their minds; viz. a quick sense 
of their guilt, misery and danger; 
and they would often mention the 
passages in the sermons they heard, 
or particular texts of scripture, which 
were set home upon them with such 
a powerful impression And as to 


}such whose joys have carried them 


into transports and ecstacies, they in 
like manner have accounted for 
them, from a lively sense of the dan- 
ger they hoped they were freed from, 
and the happiness they were now 
possessed of ; such clear views of di- 
vine and heavenly things, and par- 
ticularly of the excellencies and love- 
liness of Jesus Christ, and such sweet 
tastes ofredeeming love as they never. 
had before. The instances were ve- 
ry few in which we had reason to 
think these affections were produced 
by visionary or sensible representa- 
tions, or by any other images than 


such as the scripture itself presents 


unto us. 

And here.we think it not amiss to 
declare, that in dealing with these 
persons, we have been careful to in- 
form them, that the nature of conver- 
sion does not consist in these passion- 
ate feelings; and to warn them not 
to look upon their state as safe, be- 
cause they have passed out of deep 
distress into high joys, unless they 
experience a renovation of nature, 
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followed with a change of life, and a|| ly changed much for the, better in 
course of vital holiness. Nor have}, many of our townsand congregations; 


we gone into such an. opinion of the 
bodily. effects with which this work 
has been attended in some of its sub- 
jects, as to judge them any signs that 


persons who have been so affected, | 
were then under a saving work. of 


the Spirit of God. No; we never so 
much as called these bodily seizures, 
convictions; or spake of them as the 
immediate work of the Holy Spirit. 
Yet we do not think them. inconsist- 
ent with a work of God upon the 
soul at that very time; but judge 
that those inward impressions which 
come from the Spirit of God, those 
terrors and consolations of which he 
is the author, may, according to the 
natural frame and constitution which 


some persons are of, occasion such| 


bodily effects. And therefore that 
those extraordinary outward symp- 
toms, are not an argument that the 
work is delusive, or from the influ- 
ence and agency of the evil spirit. 


‘With respect to numbers of those 


who have been under the impres- 
sions of the present day, we must de- 
clare there is good ground to con- 
elude they are become real Chris- 
_tians; the account they give of their 
- conviction and consolation agreeing 
with the standard of the holy scrip- 
tures, corresponding with the expe- 
riences of the saints, and evidenced 
by the external fruits of holiness in 
their lives: so that they appear to 
those who have the nearest acvess to 
them, as so many epistles of Christ, 
written, not with ink, but by the 
Spirit of the living God, attesting to 
the genuineness of the present ope- 
ration, and representing the excellen- 
cy of it. Indeed, many who appear- 
ed to be under convictions, and were 
much altered in their external be- 
havior, when this work began, and 
while it was most, flourishing, have 
lost their impressions, and are relaps- 
ed into their former manner of life: 
yet of those who were judged hope- 
fully converted, and made a public 
profession of religion, there have 
been fewer instances of scandal and 
apostacy than might be expected. So 
that, as far as we are able to form a 
judgment, the face of religion is late- 


\and together with a reformation ob- 


servable in divers instances, there ap- 
pears to be-‘more experimental godli- 
ness, and lively christianity, than the 
most of us can remember we have 
ever seen before. 

Thus we have freely declared our 
thoughts as to the work of God so 
remarkably revived in many parts of 
this land.. And now, we desire to 
bow the knee in thanksgiving to the 
Ged and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that our eyes have seen, and 
our ears heard such things. And 
while these are our sentiments, we 
must necessarily be grieved at any 
accounts sent abroad, representing 
this work as all enthusiasm, delusion 
and disorder. Indeed it is not to be 
denied, that in some places many ir- 
regularities and extravagancies have 
been permitted to accompany _ it, 
which we would deeply lament and 
bewail before God, and look upon 
ourselves obliged, for the honor of. 
the Holy Spirit, and of his blessed 
operations on the souls of men, to 
bear a public and faithful testimony 
against; though at.the same time it 
is to be acknowledged with much 
thankfulness, that in other places, 
where the work has greatly flourish- 
ed, there have been few if, any of 
these disorders and excesses. But 
who can wonder, if at such a time as 
this, Satan should intermingle him- 
self, to hinderand blemish a work so 
directly contrary to. the interests of 
his own kingdom? Or. if, while so 
mueh good seed is sowing, the enemy 
should be busy to sow tares? We 
would therefore, in the bowels of Je- 
sus, beseech such as have been par- 
takers of this work, or are zealous to 
promote it, that they be not ignorant. 
of Satan’s devices; that they watch _ 
and pray against errors and miscon- 
duct of every kind, lest they blemish 
and hinder that which they desire to 
honor and advance. Particularly, 
that they do not make secret impul- 
ses on their minds, without a due re- 
gard to the written word, the rule 
of their duty: a very dangerous mis- 
take which we apprehend some in 
these times have gone into—that lay- 


a 


a ie 
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men do not invade the ministerial of- 
fice, and under a pretence of exhort- 
ing set up preaching; which is very 
contrary to gospel order, and tends 
to introduce errors and confusion in- 
to the church. That ministers do 
not invade the province of others, 
and in ordinary cases preach in an- 
other’s parish, without his know- 
ledge, and against his consent: nor 
encourage raw and indiscreet young 
candidates, in rushing into particular 
places, and preaching publicly or 
privately, as some have done to the 
no small disrepute and damage of the 
work in places where it once promis- 
ed to flourish. Though at the same 


time we would have ministers show || 


their regard to the spiritual welfare 
of their people, by suffering them to 
partake of the gifts and graces of able, 
sound and zealous preachers of the 
word, as God in his providence may 
give opportunity therefor: being per- 
-suaded God has in this day remarka- 

bly blest the labors of his servants 
’ who have travelled in preaching the 
Gospel of Christ.—That people be- 
ware of entertaining prejudices a- 
gainst their own pastors, and do not 
run into unscriptural separations.— 
That they do not indulge a disputa- 
tious spirit, which has been attended 
with mischievous effects ; nor discov- 
er a spirit of censorioustiess, uncha- 
ritableness, and rash judging the state 
of others; than which scarce any 
thing has more blemished the work 
of God amongst us. And while we 
would meekly exhort both ministers 
and Christians, so far as is consistent 


with truth and holiness, to follow the: 


things that make for peace; we 
would most earnestly warn all sorts 
of persons not to despise these out- 


pourings of the Spirit, lest a holy} 


God be provoked to withhold them, 
and instead thereof to pour out upon 
this people the vials of his wrath, 
in temporal judgments and spiritual 
plagu 
one to improve this remarkable sea- 
son of grace, and put in for a share 
of the heavenly blessings so liberally 


dispensed. 


Finally, we exhort the children of 


God to continue instant in prayer, 
that he, with whom is the residue of 
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|ed to the church in the latter days; 
when she shall shine with the glory 


es; and would call upon every 


the Spirit, would grant us fresh, more | 
plentiful and extensive effusions, that 4 
so this wilderness, in all the parts of 

it, may become a fruitful field: that 
the present appearances may be an d 
earnest of the glorious things promis- 


of the I ord arisen upon her, so as to 
dazzle the eyes of beholders, con~ 
found and put to shame all her ene- 
mies, rejoice the hearts of her solicit- 
ous and now saddened friends, and 
have a strong influence and resplen- 
dency throughout the earth. Amen! 
Even so come Lord Jesus; come 
quickly ! ; Te 


The above was signed by sixty-eight min- 
isters, fifleen of whom, however, added the 


following exception— . a 


“We concur with the testimony, 
for the substance of it, excepting that 
article of itinerancy, or ministers 
and others intruding into other min- 
isters’ parishes without their con- 
sent; which great disorder we appre- 
hend not sufficiently testified against. | 
therein.” i. 


5 
- 


nd 


- “ae 
STANZAS. os 


Onward, Heaven’s appointed men, 5 
Publish wide your tidings blest:~ —__. 
Point, O point the slavesofsin 
To the Savior’s:promised rest- 4 
Work of glory! workofGod! = 
Arm’d with victory from on high; © ~ 
With the Gospel’s sandals shod, stan 
Through each thorny desert fvines ; oo 
Bear the glorious standard far ; : +. 
Faint not in the weary way ; 
"Turn not from the coming war ; 
‘Boldly meet the thick’ning fray : 
Soldiers of the crimson’d cross 
Few, butin your weakness strong’ . 
Counting all, but duty, loss, 
Rush amid the opposing throng: 
Leads your van the Prince of Peace; 
Angel squadrons are your guard ; a 
Fight till you obtain release ;— . 
Christ assures your high reward! sf 
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( PAUpat Kind of Prinistevs the New Settlements neev. 


*. 


are 


$e 
» i _ Frequent and urgent appeals for labor- 


ers to be sent by the A. H. M.S. to different 


ety) ; 
_- sections of our country, have been received, 


‘and spread before the public in this periodi- 
eal. Although the responses to these calls 
“are by no means so frequent as we could 
wish, yet some applications for missionary 
employment are presented which the Com- 
mittee are obliged respectfully but firmly to 
decline. Experience in the conduct of the 
missionary enterprise, as well as the very 


full and distinct testimony of the friends of 


religion in the new states, teaches that not 


( every good minister is qualified for a pioneer. 


The following is from a very intelligent cler- 
gyman—not a Missionary—in Michigan: 
Teed Can VE eee ; 


' We are’in great need of more 


‘men, in Michigan, of the right stamp. 


’ Men who cannot keep together a 


‘congregation in the East, will never 
succeed in building up one at the 
West. I make not this remark be- 


cause your Missionaries are not gene- 
rally successful. Their standing 


would be good, not to say high, in 
any of the Presbyteries or Associa- 
tions of the older states. But I make 
the remark because, when [ travelled 
through the eastern states, I found 
many who supposed that if a minis- 
ter’s services were not in demand 
there, he had better come to the 
West. Now, I repeat, what has so 
so often been said—‘ A man who can- 
not get a ready settlement at the 
East, will not succeed at all in the 
West.’ ” . 
VOL, Xk “17 


The foregoing extract presents, in sub- 
stance, the language of all who write for 
ministers to be sent to the newer sections of 
the country. Often, however, they are more 
specific, and plead for men of rare qualifica- 
tions—qualifications, indeed, which it is 
perhaps too much to expect combined in 
any large number of ministers, as long as 
human nature is the material out of which 
they are made. For example, an applica- 
tion recently received, describes the candi- 
date in the following language :— 


“ He must be orthodox—taking the 
confession of faith, ex animo, as con- 


taining the system of doctrines held - 


and taught by him—no antinomian, 
nor yet ametaphysical, hair-splitting, 


run-mad new-divinity-man will do. — 
He must preach the truth asitisin | 


the Bible. He must be a man of at 
least moderate talents, sound judg- 


ment, moderately furnished for his — 
| work, prudent, discreet—of ardent 


piety, humilty—not ambitious of sta- 
tion, name, &c., willing to live fru- 


| gally, and satisfied to occupy a place 


in Zion where he may be useful 
though not conspicuous. His man- 
ners in the pulpit should be spright- 
ly, his speech pretty rapid, his voice 
loud and pretty strong. It would be 
an advantage to be able to lead the 


singing. He must preach without, 


his notes, or without frequent refe- 
rence to them. In private, or out of 
the pulpit, he must be affable,sociable, 
at home every where, and treat all 


x 
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as friends and acquaintances. Much 
must be done by him by visitation. 
The confidence, esteem, and warm 
affections of the people, may in this 
way be most easily attained. No ec- 
centricities should attach to him.”. 


Another communication pleads for a min- 
ister, who must be 


—‘ Possessed of a good constitu- 
tion, so that he may put up with the 
simple fare and rude accommodations 
of this new region, and be able to la- 
bor hard without having recourse to 
the comforts and indulgences which 
are attainable atthe East. Of course, 
a single man, or one of small family, 
would be best adapted to our condi- 
tion. I need not say that we have 
many persons in these new parts, 


who are hostile to all religion, and 


who are skilful in wielding the 
weapons of a Paine and a Voltaire. 
Besides, we have numerous errorists, 
especially Catholics and Universal- 
ists. The man of God therefore needs 
to be able to meet these several foes 
with their own weapons.” 


7 , Again— : 


“Send us a man of ardent piety, 
one who is willing to know nothing 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified ; 
disereet man, and one who will 
nand the respect of the world; 
r we have many influential people 
his county who might be brought 
if only a suitable minister could 
: stationed here.” 
fe eet ge : 

‘aking all due allowance for that pride 
ad selfishness of human nature, which 
sometimes disposes applicants to suppose 
theit own town the most important locality, 
and themselves the most intelligent commu- 
nity of their region, there is abundant evi- 
dence that a deep conviction rests upon all 
Christian hearts in the new settlements, that 
ministers, to be useful there, must. possess 


* 2 ma 1ain qualifications of the sacred office in 
a peculiar degree. 
sf 3 Ly < - oe 

churches in the mushroom cities and towns 


Doubtless. there are 


of our country, that ought to abate some- 
what of the. constellated excellencies which 


they demand in the man who shall come to 


them with the embassy of heaven. Still, we 
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think the exigencies of the cause imperious- 
ly demand a high standard of ministerial 
qualifications, in those who propose to be 
Missionaries to the new states. Let us men- 
tion some of these qualifications. 

The. minister who is to labor in the re- 
cent settlements will need ardent piety. ‘ But. 
ought not every minister to be ardently 
pious?’ Yes—but to the pioneer itis pre-emi- 
nently requisite. In old settled communi- 
ties, where society is consolidated and ar- 
ranged, where the fathers and mothers in 


Israel diffuse around them an air of godliness, 


where the general temperature of religion 
will stand at a good height, whether it be so 
in the minister or not—the absence of a deci- 
ded, glowing piety, may do less injury than 


in anew field. In thelatter, the soul ofthe Mis- - 


sionary is like a solitary brand—a single coal 
removed from its fellows—and placed amid _ 
unkindly influences, there to preserve itsown 
heat, and also to kindle adjacent substances. 
The Missionary is often the principal or only 
licht in a benighted region; and if the light 
that isin him be darkness, how great is that 
darkness ! And how wretched must be the 
man who is set for a leader of the Lord’s 
host, to whom a whole community are look- 
ing as their teacher, example, and guide, who 
yet is conscious that he lacks the spirit to 
meet these responsibilities! How miserable 
will he feel, amid the poverty, sickness, con- 
tradiction and ingratitude accompanying the 
missionary work, unless sustained by an in- 
ternal energy of grace that no discourage- 
ments can overcome! If a man be deficient 


‘in piety, don’t encourage him to go to the 


new settlements—don’t expose him to the 
tremendous temptations—to the crosses on 
the one hand, and the snares on the other— 
which. will beset him in the West. 

He must have good talents. ‘The new coun- 
tries’ are settled by men of enterprise and 
mental vigor. Few others rise superior to 
the considerations of comfort and the neigh- 
borhood of friends and long cherished asso- 
ciations, arid tear themselves away from the 
homes of their youth, to settle where every- 
thing is rude and unformed. Hence, the 
West is full of persons who may be regarded 
as picked men—men chosen from the whole 
United States, for strong points of character 
and energy of action.» Such men cannot be 
taught religion by preachers of feeble talent. 


oe 
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if they oppose Christianity, they do it with 
all their might; if they espouse her defence, 
_ itis with the same energy. Hence, either to 
conquer her foes or to lead her friends, she 
requires champions of at least good mind— 
sound, discriminating, disciplined mind. They 
may have more or less polish, and if they are 
not suited to one field, they may be to ano- 
ther; but earnest, resolute good sense, con- 
scious ability to grapple with the opponents 
of Christianity, are indispensable for the man 


who exposes himself to the exigencies of the || 


missionary work, 
He should be a practical man— 
“For, not to know 
Of things at large, remote from common use, 
But what before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wisdom.” 
If he does not understand human nature; 
if he is continually expecting from the mass 
‘of men such honorable treatment and just 
appreciation of his talents and labors, as only 
the wise and good award him; ‘if he is vision- 
ary, abounding in projects which are splendid 
in the conception, and require the happy con- 
currence of naany particulars in order to suc- 
cess; ifhe insists on having men and things 
just as they ought to be, and cannot tolerate 
them as they are; if he is wanting in a hap- 
_ py discernment of what is becoming the 


time, the place, and the company ; if he is 


fond of the abstract and transcendental, rath- 


er than the concrete and the practical—the 


ultimate result will be, that he will find him- 
self out, of his element in the new settle- 
ments. He will study, and labor, and fail. 
He will wonder at the stupidity of the people, 
lament over their want of taste, feel him- 


“Carvenponvente of the a. Th. FA. &. bese: 


MISSOURI. t, 


Tuis noble country is rapidly advancing 
in population and in political importance. It 
is one of the largest states in the American 
Union. Its numerous water courses; the 
luxuriant growth of vegetation which covers, 
and the exhaustless. mineral treasures which 
lie beneath its fertile soil; as well as its cen- 
tral position in the great Western valley and 


on the Mississippi river, must make ita pow- 
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self undervalued and slighted, and secretly 


rue the day when he went to the West. — 


This will show itself in frequent removals 
from one charge to another— 


* But ’tis a poor relief we gain, 
To change the place, yet keep the pain” — 


And the ministerial work, under such circum- - 


stances, is cumbered with trials which do 
not properly belong to it, but spring rather 
from the defects of the individual. 


Perseverance is requisite in the Western 
ministry. The phases of society are so va- 
rious and changeful, that the same work has 
to be done over and over again, ere any thing 
like permanency can be predicated of reli- 
gious institutions. ‘Take hold, hold fast, 
and hold on,’ was the laconic charge given to 


a young preacher by one who had seen ser- 


vice in that field. 


But we are fearful lest, from the naming of 
these very necessary qualifications any should 
infer that the West is not an inviting 
field. Such an impression would be very 
erroneous. To those who have the right 
spirit and abilities, it is truly a land of pro- 
mise. There are indeed much toil and many 
foes, but the reward is proportionally great. 
The privilege of laying foundations, of 


moulding society, of seeing speedy results, of 


having fresh and growing impulses to excite 
one’s own intellect and heart, is wol 

the toil and self-denial which they w ads 
a man of theright stamp; to say nothing of of 
that crown of rejoicing which Christ will 
place upon the head of him that i is is fichfal 
to the end. 


‘ , » OE 2 


erful saute of the national confederacy. 
Hence, it is with deep emotion that the 
Christian philanthropist perceives the great 
disproportion between the means of 1 moral 
culture and the other, influences which are 
forming the character of Missouri. We have 
for ten years faithfully pleaded the cause of 
this.interesting state—have publicly, and.in 
private interviews and correspondence, laid 
the claims of its waste places before the con- 
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~" peiences of ministers seeking Missionary em- 
~~ ployment—and yet we are told that the 
number of its ministers is no larger than it 
was years ago; while the demand has in- 
creased more than fourfold. As Christians, 
and as patriots anxious for the future happi- 
ness of our country, weare deeply distressec 
by this state of things. We know of no good 
reason why it should be so. We earnestly 


beseech all candidates for missionary employ-. 


ment in the West, to ask themselves if they 


are not personally responsible to do some- 


thing to supply this painful deficiency. 
* teed li 
From Rev. A. Wright, Paris, Mo. - 
DESTITUTE PLACES IN MISSOURI. 


Since the first of May I have visited 
several places in which it appears to 
me important that the Gospel banner 
should be unfurled. 


-T have visited the north fork of the} 


Salt river, where there has been 
little or no preaching of our order 
since my own labors there five or six 
yearsago. Yetthe population in that 
time has more‘than doubled. Pres- 
byterians in this neighborhood have 
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diminished—one family now remain- 
ing. This I regard as an important 
post. The population is dense, and 
many souls are yet to be gathered 
into the fold of Christ. I have also 
visited the south fork of Salt river, 
where there is a rapidly increasing 
population, and where I preached oc- 
casionally five or six years ago. This 
settlement has become destitute of 
regular preaching of any kind. The 
only church found in the settlement 
is Campbellite. ‘This isan important 
post. ‘ 

I have also visited Lick creek set- 
tlement where I occasionally preach- 
ed some yearssince. The population 

/ 4n the course of four or five years has 
more than trebled. Yet there is no 
church in the settlement of any de- 
nomination, and but few members of 
any religious society. The people: 
however have built a very comforta- 
ble school-house, which is sufficiently 
large to answer for a place of reli- 
gious worship, They are fond of 
meetings, and give good attention to 
the preaching of the word. 


* October, 


I have also visited Centerville, 
about seventy-five miles from this 
place, at the solicitation of one Pres- 
byterian family, anxious for the Gos- 
pel. Here is a strong settlement, 
consisting of different denominations, 
Presbyterians, Methodists, Campbell- 


lites, &c. Infidelity, Sabbath-break- 


ing and intemperance, are some ofthe 
evils complained of here. 


From Rev. Amasa Jones, Deep- Wa- 
ter, Missouri. 


The region where the writer of this is la- 
boring, is the new county of Rives, on the 
‘waters of the Osage river, about one hundred 
miles west from Jefferson City, Mo. 


LIGHTS AND SHANOWS. 


After some delay I received the 
renewal of my commission. It affords 
me some consolation, laboring, as I 
am called to do, in these ends of the 
earth, that the managers of the A. H. 
M. S. are not altogether discouraged 
in extending their aid to one who 
feels that he needs some pecuniary 
help, but more especially, many most — 
ardent prayers for help from on high. 
The aid granted in temporal things, 
is received as an earnest that I shall 
not be forgotten at the throne of 
grace. 


» Mey 


Discouragements. 


I have for some time past labored 
under many discouragements. Those 
who have for any considerable time 
resided in a frontier settlement will 
be able more fully to understand me, 
when I say that all my efforts are 
fraught with discouragements. The 
inhabitants are so scattered, so unac- 
customed to attend on the means of 
grace, their minds so little cultivated, 
their feelings so blunted, owing to 
the peculiar life they have led, it 
is not strange that the Missionary 


‘should often feel that his lot is cast 


in a land of barrenness and drought, 
a land of darkness and death. 

Since arriving here we have had 
our regular meetings every Sabbath. 


7. a. 


F nse » 
cy seat, think of my lonely situation, 
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Sometimes they are well attended, 
at others only afew are present. Our 


Sabbath school, which also is regular- 
ly attended to, is subject to the same 
changes. One Sabbath our hopes are 
highly raised, the next our prospects 
appear so dark that we are liable to 
sink in despondency. “The day of 
small things” is not to be despised. 


This gives us encouragement, and |} 


we try te continue our efforts. The 
number of inhabitants is almost week- 
ly increasing. Judging from the past, 
we shall soon be surrounded by a 
tolerably dense population. Some 
who have made selections here are 
professors. of religion, persons of 
’ wealth, and have moved in the high- 
er circles of society. A few such set- 
tlers cannot fail to change, in some 
measure, the present order of things, 
and give great encouragement. to 
those who wish well for Zion. 


Encouragements. 


The little band of believers on the 
“Double Branches,” for whom I 
preach every third Sabbath, seem 
happy and prosperous. Their Sun- 


day school is quite encouraging. 


They also observe the monthly con- 
cert, and come prepared to cast into 
the treasury of the Lord according 
as he is pleased to give them ability. 
Our little meetings there are reviving 
seasons. These bright spots in the 
midst of the gloom which surrounds 
us, give courage to labor, though in 
the midst ot the valley of dry bones. 

Temperance principles, for the last 
three months, have made but small 
and slow advances. It is very diffi- 
cult to know how to come at the 
people on this subject. Many seem 
to be rationally convinced of the evil 
arising from the use of ardent spirits, 
but have not the moral courage to re- 
sist temptations so often presented 
before them. There is but one com- 
mon school within the limits of my 
missionary field. Itis quite doubtful 
whether a competent teacher could 
at- present find suitable encourage- 
ment. I have some hope that during 
the coming winter an effort will be 
made to sustain one. 

Whenever you approach the mer- 


and pray God to give me grace equal . x 
Te RS 
b. coe: aa 


to the day. 


nae. 
bl 


WISCONSIN. 


From a Clergyman. 


your Treasury for $100, was duly 
received. Rest assured that the aid 
it afforded, and the kind feelings it 
expressed, greatly cheered our hearts 
as well as abated our privations. For 
though I am getting old in the ser- 
vice of my good Lord, I never expe- 
rienced so much strait and embar- 
rassment, as during the last year. 
Still, by the-Lord’s goodness, as a 
family we did not really suffer; though 
we had to live literally from day to 
day. Theaid your Committee afiord- 
ed was exceedingly seasonable. I 
am to a great extent dependent on 


|your Society for what money I get 


the present year. And you know, 
dear sir, that even $100 is but little 
towards supplying the bare necessi- 
ties of life to a family of some half 
dozen members. Let it be added al- 
so, that as we get all our materials of 
living fromthe East, we have to pay 
from 20 to 50 per cent. more for 
these things than you in the city. 
Rely on it, your Missionaries have 
not said too much about the difficul- 
ties of living on the frontier; dis- 
gusting, perhaps, as long and dole- 
ful stories may be, about such com- 
mon things as eating and drinking. 
Had it not been that I came to this 
upper country for life, have built me 
a house, and dislike fitfulness and 
change, I should be this fall on the 
line of march back to the “empire 


sstate,”’ to which I have had several 


warm invitations. But I am here to 
live, or die: and if my family is 
spared, and we can geta little cloth- 
ing, and one good meal a day, I am 
west of the great lakes, doing what 
little I can for my dear Master, in 
what is indeed a“ waste howling wil- 
derness.” The moulding of a great. 
community as this will be, on Chris- 


tian principles, isa work of time. It 


Your favor, containing a drafton | 
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is but little of the whole machinery, 
or of its effects, that is visible at any 
given moment. Only we know this 
—we are growing. To frame reli- 
_ gious society in some parts of the 
- West is like raising a bad case of ty- 
~ phus:—you have to make the man 
almost fromthe grave. The interior 
of this territory is filling up very fast: 
and ministers are greatly needed; 
though there is at present but little 
to support them. But this Wiscon- 
sin, for gentle stream and dale, and 
fruitful valley, and easy subjugation, 
and incomparably fine climate, and 
good water, is not second to any 
portion of the nation. And as the 
people are chiefly Eastern, they will 
naturally look to you for fostering 
care during their infancy and child- 
hood; a favor, which, at no distant 
day, they will be both able and will- 
ing to recompense in: kind; as a 
young but fresh and promising ac- 
cession in the sacred army of Chris- 
tian benevolence. . f 

A more interesting field is not now 
open in our country for laying the 
foundations of science and religion, 
among a people who yet revere the 
Puritan name. It is placed at this 
natural gate-way to the interior—the 
upper valley of the Mississippi and 
Missouri;—a country as yet but little 
known; but which, from what, is 
known of it, bears satisfactory indi- 
cations of possessing itself the re- 
sources to sustain an empire. From 
the rate of emigration into this re- 
gion, a rate not ‘less than 4000 per- 
sons per month, hard as the timesare, 
we ought to have eight or ten Mis- 


sionaries per month: instead of that, 


we have not five Missionaries a year. 
How good soever, like the loaves on 
another occasion, “what are. they 
among so many ?” | 


Loe 


- It is with unfeigned gratitude to 
God that I attempt to preach the Gos- 
pel in this destitute region; and Tam 


thankful to you, and to your Society, } 


through whose liberality and kind- 
ness-1 am chiefly sustained. It is 
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My 
. 


> Me. 
October, 


true some $60 or $80 have been sub- 
scribed here towards my support; - 
but I have no prospect of ever realiz- 
ing much benefit from it. The friends 
of religion are kind to meand my fa- 
mily, showing us almost every atten- 
tion that friendship can suggest. Such 
as they have they give unto us: sil- 
ver and gold they have not; and few 
are able at present to provide them- 


selves with the necessaries of life, 
much less, to furnish them for our 


benefit. 


From Rev. C. Nichols, Racine, Wis- 
consin Ter. 


We have a commodious room 


for meetings at Racine, simply as a 


temporary convenience. It will 
doubtless soon be used for other pur- 
poses. Our meetings here have been 
better attended than formerly. Some- 
times the assembly appears quite 
solemn. They are always serious 


-and attentive. Theinterest and num- 
ber of the Bible class rather increase. 


I hope great good will result from 
that effort here. The Sabbath school 
here numbers about thirty scholars. 
It is usually well attended, and pro- 


‘mises much good. We have obtain- 


eda fine library. The children are 


‘mostly from Methodist families. I 


hold a meeting here and at. the ra- 


pids on Root river, about three miles 


distant, on the same Sabbath. The 
meetings there are well attended. 

I hold meetings at the Head of 
Pike as usual. The place in which 
we are compelled to have our meet- 
ings is entirely too strait for us. / I 
believe chiefly owing to this fact,there 
has been but little increase of num- 
bers in our congregations. I could 
get no one here to take the charge of 
the Sabbath school, because, as they 


e ae |-said, the parents would feel no inte- 
From a Missionary in Wisconsin. | 


rest in it, and the children would not 
attend; and I ddéubt not this is too 
true concerning most of the parents 
and children in the neighborhood. 


| Desire for preaching. 


Petitions are coming from the West 


» s 


1838. 
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continually for preaching. I amto}I must content myself with almost 
spend next Sabbath more than thirty | nothing from the people this year 
miles west of this at Spring prairie, | also. I fear this section of the terri- 
a large and flourishing settlement, | tory will feel the shock for years to 
‘only eighteen months old—yet the | come. aes * S 
road is fenced on both sides for oy Raggh 
more than two miles, and large BA) 
farms are enclosed on either side, | oe 
and many hundreds of acres—I had | ILLINOIS. 
almost said—groaning under the bur-| at 
den of the first er second crop. If; Temporary trials incident to a new 
the inhabitants within five miles of country. 
that delightful street, would unite | 
their hearts and exertions in the} [ read in the Home Missionary 
cause of Christ, they could have a/ concerning the straitened circum- 
large society now, and would soon | stances of some of my fellow Mis- 
be able to support a minister of the | sionaries, and my deepest sympathies 
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i 


Gospel. . | 


TROUBLES OF THE SETTLERS UPON THE) 


| 
‘GOVERNMENT LANDS. | 
| describe the log cabin which I have 


The people here had hoped for a! 
little time, after the ratification of the | 
pre-emption bill, to procure the) 
means to pay for their lands. Noth-| 
ing could have taken them more by 
surprise than the advertisement for 
the sale of this so recently settled 
portion of the territory. 


Very few) a young infant. 


are called forth. I have no such dark 
and distressing circumstances to re- 
late, though I could speak of my 
poverty, andspeak thetruth. I could 


hired for the year; could tell-you of - 
the exposures of my family when the 


| rain came down through the roof and 


walls of the house, till there was not 
a place large enough in the house for 
a bed to stand, without being wet, 
while on that bed lay the mother with 
But I forbear: I 


even of the more wealthy are pre-| doubt not your hearts are daily af- 
pared for it. Many have expended | fected withsuch recitals. Those who | 


all they had, and involved themselves, 
in debt, in living and making small | 
improvements, and must now be left, 
with short notice, tothe mercy of the 
‘speculator; and I fear most will bor- | 
row money at ahigh interest, and will | 
be obliged to give up their lands at. 
last. ‘The excitement on the subject | 
is great, and almost universal. 


painful to think, that in all probability | 


many poor, industrious families, who 
have spent their all, involved them-, 
seives in debt, endured almost every | 
privation and hardship, must shortly | 
abandon tkeir small improvements, | 
empty-handed and disheartened, or 
retain them only at the pleasure of 
the speculator. I should ns. advert: 
to these things, if I did not consider | 
them as vitally affecting the interests 
of Zion among us. Instead of the 
inquiry, Whatshall I do to be saved 2 | 
it is, and will be I fear for months to’ 
to come,How shallI procure my land, | 
my home? How shall I provide for, 


my family ? This is the reason why | 


enter the Lord’s harvest field are ex- 
pected to labor and toil, and if needs 
be, to suffer; and they must do it if 
they would gather any precious grain 
into the garner of the Lord. The 
conversion of a world is not the re- 
sult of a few feeble efforts of the 
church. The instrumentality must 


It is | bear some proportion to the work to 


be accomplished. Weneed notthere- 
fore look for the day of millennial glo- 
ry till the church has burst the chains 
of worldliness and selfishness, and 
taken the attitude of self denial and 
endurance. Here and there one 
seems to be living in some degree 
under a sense of the amazing respon- 
sibility which rests upon the church. 
But Iseriously question whether this 
feeling is general among those who 
belong to the household of faith. 
The sanctuary here and at ——, is 
generally very well attended when I 
am present. My health has been ~ 
such this summer as to prevent my 
making those vigorous efforts, which 
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seem indispensable on the part of the 


minister of the Gospel who would be 
successful in winning souls to Jesus 


Christ, especially in a population 


composed of materials so heterogene- 
ous in their nature. I preach on the 
Sabbath, superintend the Sabbath 
school, have a weekly prayer-meet- 
ing, and visit as I have opportunity. 
In reviewing the past quarter I see 
much to mourn over. I am but a 
child in spiritual things, especially 
in the arduous work of the Gospel 
ministry. I feel an increasing desire 
to do something for my blessed Lord 
and Saviour. ay 


Protracted Meetings: 


The time is at hand when protract- 
ed and camp meetings are usually 
held in this part of the country. 
There is in this arrangement too 
much the appearance of a periodical 
religion; but we are obliged to em- 
brace every opportunity for present- 
ing the truth to very many who nev- 
er are seen in the sanctuary, but who 
occasionally attend special meetings. 
May we yet enjoy the rich manifes- 
tations of. the grace of God! It re- 
quires patient and persevering labor 
on the part of those who plant and 
build up churches in this western 
land. A few boisterous sermons will 
not do the work. Truth, plain, Bible 


truth is the weapon to be used—“ line | 


upon line and precept upon-precept.” 
We need men of good common sense, 
who ean adapt themselves to circum- 
stances, who can study and preach 


any where, and be happy in their 


work. 

May the Lord continue to bless the 
A. H. M.S. Under her culture this 
part of the land is beginning to flour- 
ish. ‘These infant churches in their 
maturer years will bless the hand 
which now fosters them. 


A GOOD PASTOR NEEDED. 


Any clergyman proposing to take up his 
abode in the West, and who can be well re- 
commended as possessing the qualifications 
of piety, talent, and practical good sense, as 
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tioned below. It is an important location, 
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; oo ee 
set forth in our remarks on page 126, ne 
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well to turn his attention to the pl 
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and ought to have an able minister. a, 
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From the Application of the 


~ 


Our church was formed in 1833, 
embracing 18 members, in the midst 
of a population of 200 souls. . It con- 
tains now 60 members, and our popu- 
lation has increased to 2000, in a ter-~ 
ritory of about 15 miles square. 

Ottawa is situated on both sides of 
the Illinois and Fox rivers, at their 
junction, in the midst of fertile prai- 
ries abounding in stone coal and tim- 
ber, with immense water power, and 
possessing commercial advantages 
not inferior to any other place in the 
state, and contains about 1000 inhabit- 
ants. Steam-boats come up to this 
place several months in the year. 
We havea meeting-house on one side 
of the Illinois river, and a court-house 
on the other, which are used for pub- 
lic worship, and it will be expected 
that our pastor will occupy them both 
alternately on the Sabbath.. In view 
of the influence which Ottawa is ex- 
erting, and which it will continue to 
exert, in an increasing ratio, upon the 
surrounding settlements, and its more 
immediate vicinity, we feel that it is 
of vast importance that we have the 
services of a man, who shall possess 


‘an eminent degree of talent, piety, : 


and devotion to the work of saving 
souls. 


From Rev. Henry Kroh, Mt. Carmel, 
Mh 


Mr. Kroh is the Missionary to the Ger- 


mans in the southern part of Illinois. He _ 


and his family have: labored under many 


| discouragements, arising from sickness and 


a privation of the comforts which were need- 
ful in their circumstances. We rejoice to 
learn that amid many things which are cal- 
culated to depress, our Missionary is in good 
spirits, and is disposed to maintain his 
ground. 


Notwithstanding that our Lutheran 
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ercy, i rejoice in the hopeful | 
version. of fowr persons. — Our | 

numbers 35, and they area 
Peakined to me. Although few have 
been added during this quarter, those 
whom we have received come up to 
their duty well. Our Sabbath school 
has 70 scholars and js ina flourishing 
state. We are getting permanent 
teachers. I] labor much inthis school; 
and I have also a Bible class ef 23 pu- 
pils.. We contemplate building a 


church next summer, It will require | 


about $1000, and we have already a 
subser iption of $600. 

My prospectsare more encouragin g 
for a permanent location, than at any 
previous time. My family and i have 
labored hard this summer to provide 
afew rooms; that we may spend the 
winter comfortably: but I.any com- 
peHed to appeal once more to your 
Society for aid. My people are not 
able to raise more than $155 this 
year. Next year, two of my children 
will be able to do a little more than 
support themselves. Five of us have 
been sick the past week; my wife is 
sick at the present time, and I am 
myself scarcely able to sit up while I 
write this letter. .Yet we still hope 
for better times. I enjoy better health 

in this climate than in any other I 
have ever lived in, except during Au- 
gust and September. A railroad from 
this place to Alton isadvancing rapid- 
ly.. Adam, with a lock, is to be con- 
structed, across the Wabash, one mile 
below this place, which will cost 
$200,000... This work is. bringing 
large numbers of German and Irish 
Catholics; their priests are also to be 
‘seen in our streets, and the bishop 
has been here laying his plans. Some 
families of the Romanists have at- 
tended our meetings and I think have 
received benefit... _ 


The collection of a large number of per- 
sons at the points where public improve- 
ments are going on, renders itimportant that 
every thing that can be done for their moral 
interests, 
Missionary has accordingly been reappointed 


for another year. 
VOI. XI. “19 
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nds he ve separated - from at we is “8 
eat cause to be thankful to i 


should be done promptly. This | 
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“A NEW FORM OF DIFFICULTY. — 


Mia tigar' Be a 
‘The trials of churches in the new settle: 


ments have always been numerous and sore’; 
but a new and severe affliction seems about 


to come upon some of them, in consequence 
of the ecclesiastical troubles in the Presby- 
terian church. The following may be taken 
asaspecimen. Alas, is it not enough that 
‘“Jacob’s friends are few’ ’_must they be 
« divided too” 2 ‘ 


Froma! Missionary Re 10 


4 Tt is well known, that. esduforit 


churches of the West: have, fora lon g 
time, been contending with practical 


| scepticism, and aspirit of speculation 


which has rolled, almost, beyond eve- 
ry boundary. And, under these in- 
nearly to extinction. But in the ef- 


tical movements of 1837, they are 


-ealled upon to contend with a sorer 


evil. ‘Churches, whieh before were 


not able to concentrate vitality suffi- 
cient in themselves’ to. perpetuate » 


their existence, are now rent in 
twain; and, in many cases, the queés- 
tion is yet to be answered, whether 


a disruption so violent. 

This, to some extent, is the ~ 
sent condition of. our little chureh® 
Since the division of our Presbytery, 
one of our elders, a, man. of. wealth, 
and the sole proprietor of our present 
house of worship, has given in his ad- 
hesion to the “ orthodox” Assembly. 
He has likewise advertised us, that 
we can occupy his house but two or 
three Sabbaths more. 

‘When I came to the place the con- 
gregation was small, especially in the 
after part of the day. But, subse- 
quently, there has beena uniform i in- 
crease.. And, although the house 
has since been seated more commo- 
diously, it is. now too strait for us. 
Last Sabbath, it was as uncomforta- 
bly crowded in the afternoon as inthe 
morning., In addition to this, there 
is always a.respectable number in at- 
tendance at the third exercise, or 
evening lecture. To lose our house, 
therefore, at such atime, cannot fail to 
affect the interests of the congrega- 


fluences, some of them have dwindled © 


fects consequent upon the ecclesias- © 


either, of the fragments will ape 


4 


of the mimistry. . 


lod 


tion, But we hope the consequenees, 
if injurious, will not be permanent. 
On Monday last, the society appoint- 
ed an effieient board of trustees, and 
authorized them to eontract, immedi- 
ately, for the erection of a eommo- 
dious building. 


“HAS THE SPIRIT OF OME MISSIONS DE- 
PARTED 2” 


We hope our readers will not grow weary 
of appeals for laborers. We are constrained 
by eur convictions of the overwhelming im- 
portance of the subject, to give “line upon 
line”? ~ 


LABORERS NEEDED IN ILLINOIS. 
From.a Report. 


Permit me in conclusion to reiterate 
the prayer for more laborers. I am 
filled with amazement, when I look 
at the beauty, resources, and prospec- 
tive greatness of this state, in contrast 
with the apparent indifference with 
which it is viewed by the ministry. 
Every thing is in the process of for- 
mation. Its future character is, now, 
in the hands of the potter, who will 
stamp it with his own peculiarities, 
“whether they be good, or evil.” 
The following question, therefore, 
should be answered promptly by the 
American ministry. Shall these pro- 
ductive prairies be sown with “good 
seed,” and cultivated for an eternal 
harvest, or shall they be left for an 
enemy to enter and sow “‘tares” ? 

That an intellectual and devoted 
niinistry can give a permanent com- 
plexion to the future character of this 
state, I fully believe. But they must 
be men of sufficient power to hold 
the restless minds of the West -to the 
TRUTH; and ofsufficient devotedness, 
to give themselves wholly to the work 


Said one of our sharp-sighted 
speculators, after listening <0 a point- 
ed sermon from ——, “ Ah! it takes 
such men to hold speculators.” And 
men of the right. stamp will attract 
them to our little sanetuaries until 
they overflow. And are there not 


io . 
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ter.” Shall itrot down again? Where 
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» 


u % ae é Zz 
Pauls at the East, who will come over 


to Macedonia and occupy our leading. 


points of influence? Do they inquire 
‘“Who are here to appreciate their 
worth ?’—a concentration of much of 


the intelligence and enterprise of 
New-England and New-York. And 
besides, a powerful state, rendered 


| prosperous and moral by their exer- 


tions, will embalm their names in the 
urn of a grateful remembrance. 

I know several county seats, with 
a population of more than a thou- 
sand, calling, but calling in vain 
forministers. There arealsoanum- 
ber of rich farming communities that 
are despairing of receiving ministeri- 
al aid. They have the means for 
their support, but the men cannot be 
found. Said a brother to me, not long 
since, “I fear we cannot complete 
our meeting-house without a minis- 


are the men to fill the breach? Has 
the spirit of Home Missions departed ? 


‘ 


TENNESSEE. 


From Rev. R. H. Snoddy, Knox Co., 
Tennessee. 


My preaching has been stated, and 
there has apparently been some good 
effect arising from the ministration of 
the word. Lassisted brother Pope at 
his sacramental meeting, where the 
work of the Lord was wonderful du- 
ring the meeting. Eighteen joined 
the church, and many more are 
hoping or anxious. 

I had a meeting ten miles from 
Liberty on the fourth Sabbath of Ju- 
ly, where the word appeared to take 
great effect. 


a ree 


From Rev, R. E. Tedford, McMinn 
— Co., Tenn. 


ACCEPTABLE AID. . 


I cannot express my gratitude to 
your Society, and to the great Head - 
of the Church—the Father of all be- 
nevolent societies—for the renewal of 


ie : wit - 
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my commission for the current year 
had expected to be compelled 
gage in school-teaching to support 
my family. But God, by his gra- 
cious providence, has rendered it un- 
necessary. Such is my feeble health, 
that a. sedentary life, such asteaching | 
involves, is very injurious te me. In-} 
deed, before the receipt of my com- | 
mission, I had resolved to decline the | 
school, and to labor for the Lord,| conviction. A revival has taker 
trusting in him to provide for me and || place amongst our Baptist brethren, 
my family. — . ' (in the same general region. How 
J¢ is painful to find so many persons cheering to enjoy even any mercy 
in this new country who profess to be | drops from the fountain.of salvation ! 
Christians, whe yet neglect the wor- | It is my earnest prayer, that what we 
ship of God in their families. .The | have received. may be but the few 
withering influence of the spirit of drops before a more copious shower 
speculation prevails to an alarming || of divine grace! There are yet many 
extent here. The poor Indian is] in this land who are high-handed in 
cheated and abused—by those too| rebellion. Profaneness, Sabbath- 
who profess the religion of mercy and || breaking, intemperance, in connec- 
justice. The Sabbath.is desecrated: | tion with the rage for speculation and 
hunting, fishing, buying and selling,|| gain, pervade a dense population 
arecommon on that day. The poor; throughout this general region. 
Cherokee, and others who desire it, | 
can obtain the means of intoxication 
on the Sabbath_as well as on any) : . 
other day of the week. In many in-| IMPORTANCE OF BEGINNING EARLY. 
stances, this is furnished by those) 
who profess to be the children ef] The experience of all Missionaries shows 
God. . Alas, how can we expect the} how much easierit is to evangelize a com- 
Indian to learn righteousness, and to | munity by beginning early, before the seeds 
yield up his heart to the religion of | of vice and error begin to’yield their deleteri- 
the white man, when he sees sen ous harvest, than it is to dislodge the rank 
things. practiced by those whe pro-| growth when it has edvered and possessed 
fess to embrace the religion of the the soil. The most prosperous missions of 
the A. H. M. S.—in which the most 


Bible! 
good is accomplished in the shortest time, 


. 
. 


dence of a change of heart, who as 
yet have made no public profession. 
Amongst the subjects are some whe 
have been engaged in making and 
vending ardent spirits. They profess 
a determination to quit the practice.. 
Many who have given no particular 
evidence of desiring an interest in the 
prayers of the people of God, have 
exhibited signs of deep concern aud 


and at the least expense—are those which 
From Rev. J. D. Wilson, Blount Co., || were commenecd in the infancy of the settle- 
ments where they are planted. On the oth- 


Tennessee. : 
' er hand, there are some older sections of the 


country, where large apprepriations have 
been made, and continued from year to year, 
Since my last, God has let fall with seareely any diminution in amount, and 
some mercy drops from the fountain | very little apparent success—owing, as it ap- 
above. On last Saturday and Sab-, peare, to the fact that every thing-else was 
bath we Wey, two days’ ip in established there before the Gospel. 
ae ive individuals on that occasion | THe fllowing report iMustrates these po: 
made a public profession of the reli-| Sitions. The writer is a Missionary among 
gion of Christ, and many others came; the Germans in a Western state. A part of 
forward, desiring an interest in| his field was settled before he went among 
the prayers of the people of God.| them, and their habits had hecome fixed. 
There are also others. who have| Another part, which is mentioned last, 
privately given satisfactory evi-| is composed of recent immigrants whom the 
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October, 


Gospel met at their coming, and whose so- || lies. and found the wife barefoot, 
cial habits and moral character, it is rapidly | and some of the children entirely na- 


moulding. 
A, CHURCH ORGANIZED. 


After laboring for upwards of three 


years im this long neglected field, I 


am now rejoiced with the prospect 
of a revival of evangelical religion 
umong my people. My heart is en- 


couraged, for during the last quarter. 
two or three who have been making | 


strong efforts to arrest the progress 
of enlightened and heartfelt Chris- 
tianity, by endeavoring to excite the 
people against us and our measures, 
_have failed, and by the help of God 
all their efforts will be brought to 
nought. We held a’ communion 
meeting in. the new —— church, and 
on making a new enrolment, twenty- 
eight persons voluntarily gave their 
names. We know of twelve or four- 
teen others who will in all probabili- 
ty join that church, at our next eom- 
munion season. On the Saturday 
previous, [held the first prayer-mcet- 
ing that has éver been held with my 
people in the country ; and if was a 
solemn and impressive time. This 
circumstance I consider important, 
because, -in consequence of the cold 
and heartless and withering doctrines 
propagated among our people in this 
county, a measure of this kind would 
have been opposed when [I first set- 
tled. here. At. our communion, the 
excitement on the subject of vital re- 
ligion was strong, many tears were 
shed, and one young man came for- 
ward professing a change of heart. 

' I must say a word about my Ger- 
man congregation at ——. Since the 
erection of our chureh edifice there, 
the congregation is increasing consi- 
derably by new settlers from Europe. 


{t is ‘an important field of labor, and| 


Iam truly glad that we have a good 
foundation, viz. an organization, ves- 
‘try, treasury, &c., and also a house 
of worship finished far enough. to 
hold meetings in. .The members of 
that church are entitled to my warm- 
est thanks for their exertions. Al- 
though they are decidedly the poor- 
est.as it respects this world’s goods, 
yet they contribute the most liberal- 
ly. Lately I visited one ofthe fami- 


ked! This was owing to extreme 
poverty. On ascertaining that the. 
father of this family had subscribed 
two dollars for the support of the 
Gospel, I immediately gave him 


credit on the paper for’ the full 


amount. 


INDIANA. 


From Rev. M. Chase, Danville, Ind. 


Since I last wrote you, two things 
worthy of notice have taken place. 
Gur meeting-house has been so‘ far 
completed that we have used it ona 
sacramental occasion. It was the 
first time that a Presbyterian church 
ever celebrated the Lord’s supper in 
its own house in this county. And I 
need not say that it was not a little 
gratifying to be able to do so, after 
being so long subjeet to the ineon- 


; venience of holding religious meet- 


‘ings sometimes in the court-house, 
and sometimes in’ a school-house, 


dwelling-house, or mechanic’s shop, 
é&c. The other thing that I shall par- 
ticularly noti¢e, is the formation of a 
total abstinence temperance society. 
This was accomplished on the 4th of 
July. The meeting was respectable 
for numbers and character’; and af- 
ter considerable freedom of ‘speech, 
(no formal address, ) thirty-five sign- 
ed the thorough pledge. Since that 
time I have obtaimed forty-six more 
‘signatures. Theprospects of the so- 
eiety are promising. evs 


From Rev. J. Crawford, Newtown, 
- a 
Fountain Co., Ind. 


If my feeble efforts prove a bless- 
ing to this people, the good done will 
be owing, in great measure, “under © 
God, to your Society. Tam persua- 
ded that some from this region will, 
in the great day, ascribe their salva- 
tion to your instrumentality. 


The satisfaction which we are permitted to 
enjoy in connexion with such expressions of 
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gratitude as the foregoing, is always aceom- 
panied with the feeling that it belongs chief- 
ly te the generous hearts by whose alms and |} 
prayers, under God, the missionary work is || 
carried on: Theirs were the gifts, and to |: 
them do we pass over these expressions of 
acknowledgment. 


The attention to preaching has been 
pretty good. Most of my people, how- | 
ever, live two or three miles distant | 
from our most convenient place of | 


meeting, which makes it difficult to | 


secure a good attendance, especially | 
at the prayer-meeting. 

The difficulties in the Presbyterian || 
church have had, for some time, an 
unhappy influence in’ this church. 
Some five or six families will, F ex- 
pect, separate from us. This whole 
chureh numbers about 80 members, 
including the minority alluded to |, 
above ; but several of them live ‘so 
far from our places of worship, as sel || 
dom to meet with us; which leaves 
us about 50 members only who enjoy 
the full benefit of the means used, 
and assist to any considerable extent 
in the labors and efforts of the 
church. 

Our house of worship is still uncom- 
pleted, unsuitable for use in winter, 
and in the present unsettled state of 
things in’the Presbyterian chureh, I 
fear we shall not get it finished — 
the title to property being unsettled. 
Similar difficulties will no doubt be 
experienced in other churches. 


OHIO. 


From Rev. Luke DeWitt, Windsor, 
Morgan Co., O: 


PROTRACTED MEETINGS. — 


I should have written to y ou long 
ago, but I have not had a moment’s 
leisure for more than three months. 
Early in April, we had a, com- 
munion season connected. witha pro- 
tracted meeting. It was a time of 
sume interest, though I believe there 
were no conversions. Some of the 


members expressed a strong desire 
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that another meeting should be ap- 
pointed. Agreéably to their. desire, 
on the Jast Sabbath in May we had 
‘another scason of protracted worship. 
It commenced on T hursday evening, 
‘and closed -with the Sabbath. At 
| ‘this meeting consider able feeling was 
excited, beth within and without the 
church; ; and one person who had been 
awakened at the previous meeting 
| professed to have found peace in be- 
‘lieving. I felt that to stop ail effort 
‘now, would only be to-create excite- 
‘ment io relapse into a more fearful 
state of insensibility and death. I 
‘therefore gave notice that there 
would be a mecting every evening 
‘during the week. The Lord was 
with us; and numbers were brought 
ito inguire “ What must I do t “be 
saved?” --The meetings continued 
or week .to week -w ith. increasing 
jinterest, till nearly all, who were con- 
stant attendants, 
given their hearts 10 the Lord. 
The last Sabbath in June we had 
‘another communion season. It was 
an interesting occasion, and one, I 
trust, that will not be soon forgotten. 
‘Twelve were added to the church on 
profession of their faith, most of them 
| young, and connected With the Sab- 
bath school. 


We now began to enlarge our field 
of labor, and to appoint meetings in 
the region about us. A little town on 
the river, two miles above us, was 


made a central point—a-place noted . 


moral character had obtained, among 
Others; the name of Sodom. The 
work commenced here with very 
‘animating prospects. Numbers were 
soon found anxiously inquiring the 
way to Zion. 
in my family, Ihave not “been able to 
bestow that care and labor upon that 
people that was most ardently to be 
desired. I have been enabled to.at- 
tend meeting every evening but one, 
and have visited from house to house 
all that circumstances would admit. 
The work is still going on. Some- 
where near thirty, I suppose, at;both 
places, are hoping. Sabbath schools 
and temperance have beeny greatly, 
promoted. 
This people have been redirg. an 


for sin and irreligion; and from its 


professed to have 


But owing tosickness 


% 


t3e 


effort to retain me. Considering. all 
the circumstances, f have thought it 
duty to remain with them if I can be 
sustained. It will depend on what | 
your Society can do. It appears to 
me all important that these young 
disciples and anxious inquirers should 
have some one to guide them aright. 


From Rev. S. Payne, Meigs Co., O. 


Permit me to address a few lines 
to your Committee in behalf of our 
county, and the Lord’s cause among 
us. [commenced my labors here the 
17th of Nov. last. ‘This church, and | 
I might almost say the county, had 
been vacant and destitute of Presby- 
terian preaching four years, with the 
exception of six or eight months of | 
supply. There is one licentiate in 
this county besides myself. He lives 
on one side, and his influence is not 
felt in this part. Since I came here, 
we have had generally an interesting 
state of feeling, and much of the time 
highly so. . Ata four days’ meeting 
Jast Winter 14 were added to our 
church by letter and 5 by profession. 
Some 12 or 14 have indulged hope of 
pardoned sin. Ithink the good work 
has not entirely ceased; our meet- 
ings are well attended and very 
solemn. .The congregations where I 
preach have been increasing ever 
_ since I came here, and if I could 

preach in all of them on the Sabbath, 
the congregation would be in some 
places more than doubled. We have 
four interesting Sabbath schools—— 
two kept up all Winter, and could 
have as many more schools if the lo- 
ealities were not so distant from us. 
The monthly and Sabbath sehool 
concerts are regularly attended, and 
a large, interesting Bible class every 
week, a weekly Wednesday evening, 
the young aes Saturday evening, 
and the Sabbath morning prayer- 
meetings. I frequently have meet- 
ing somewhere in the congregation 
every evening in the week but one 
or two, besides preaching two or 
three times every Sabbath. In the 
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Winter, in the worst of travelling, I 
have rode ten miles to Graham’s Sta- 


October, 


tion, on the Ohio river; and preached 


at night, (Saturday ;) Sabbath morn- 


ing rode five miles, and preached at 
11 o’clock, rode four and a half 
miles, without a road, through the 


woods, and preached at 2 P. M. then 


five miles to Chester, and preached 
at night. This I have done every 
third Sabbath; the other two. Sab- 
baths were spent in Chester. Iwant 
a good man to help me. My labors, 
being so scattered, will effect but lit- 
tle, and I shall soon be worn out at 
this rate, and you will need to senda 
man to fill my place. I would not 
ask this, at this time of calls and low 
funds, if I did not fully believe, that 
in no place could a Missionary be 
more needed or have much better 
prospect of usefulness than here at 
present. From whatI ean learn the 
present is the most favorable time 
that has ever been here; and if not 
soon occupied, will be filled with 
Campbellites, who are fully Unitari- 
an, and many of thein Universalists, 
in sentiment. Our county is fast fill- 
ing up by emigration. 'T'wo or three 


flourishing villages are going up on 


the river, and are anxious to have the 
Gospel. Many members dismissed 
from churches of the older states, 
must, here live destitute unless you 
can help us. - 


A CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 


rom Rev. J. Eells, Amherst, Lo- 
raine Co.,.0. 


I continue the practice of circu- 
lating books, by a gratuitous loan, 
having between 80 and 90. bound 
volumes now circulating in about as 
many families in this vicinity, besides 
a large number of tracts and pamph- 
lets. In addition to these, the peo- 
ple here have recently formed a 
tract society, with the view of ‘stip- 
plying regularly a certain district in 
this vicinity, with tracts and bound 


volumes, embracing about 150 fami- 


lies. This is divided into twelve por- 
tions, to be committed to the care of 
twelve individuals, who are tobe fur- 
nished with as many different tracts 
as there are different families in their 
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respective districts, and to be ex- 
changed by the distributors monthly. 
In addition, the distributors have as 
many other tracts and bound volumes 
as can be obtained, to be distributed 
in the same way. We connect with 
this Operation as many of the objects 
attended to by the tract distributors in 
_ New-York, &c., as practicable. 
distributors meet at present, monthly, 
to report, and to unite in prayer and 
mutual consultation, in relation to 
this object. 
missionary circuit, embracing six 
preaching stations, in five adjoining 
townships. In each of these places 
is a Congregational or Presbyterian 
Church, and little stated preaching. 


| VARIETY OF MEANS. 
I have in this church two Sabbath 


schools, a Bible class, and a theolo- |) 


gical class for children, which I at- 
tend personally. By this latter I 
hope to reach some of that class 
of persons among us who call them- 


selves infidels, and who may proba-| 


bly never be otherwise brought un- 
der the influence of Gospel truth. 
We have a temperance society, pret- 
ty large, and doing good ; the month- 
ly concert is kept up; I havea week- 
ly prayer-meeting, and lectures occa- 
sionally in different parts of the 
parish, which is extensive. Infidelty 
is fastened on many of the first and 
most wealthy settlers of this place. 
I am just now distributing “ Leglie’s 
Short Method” extensively among 
the people. 
origin been a place of riot, gambling 
and horse-racing on the Sabbath; but 
for nearly a year past, the Sabbath 
has been as still.as it generally is in 
villages om large roads with much 
travel. It isremarked by many that 
the Gospel has had a marked effect 
on the place, since the church was 
formed, and they have had stated or- 
dinances and, worship; and many 
confess that it even has some influ- 
ence on the most abandoned. They 
have quit theirsports on the Sabbath, 
and many begin to be afraid or asham- 


ed to swear before a professor of re- 


ligion. 
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I have formed a kind of 


This place has from its 
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A FEEBLE CHURCH WITH ITS FIRST: MIN- 


ISTBR. 


This whole region is settled with 
emigrants from various states, and 
from Europe. Families have come 


here, some with from two or three to 
ten children, many of-them just be- 


ginning tolook upon the world. Here 
they find companions. who exert over 
them the most corrupt influence, 
which frequently tears them away 
from the restraint of parents, and es- 
pecially of such parents as are not 
very particular what kind of compa- 
ny their children keep. And such is 
the influence of association, that 
some children of our best parents are 
with great difficulty restrained, and 
the tide of corruption sets strongly, 
before many are aware who would 


wish to oppose it. Allthis andten |. 


times more-—a minister with a small, 
poor church, has to contend with in 
this region. I am the first clergy- 
man who has labored here since the 
organization. Every thing is new 
and unformed, but advaneing towards 
a more stable and I hopea more pro- 
ductive state. 7 
Another difficulty which we have 
to contend with, besides infidelity, is 
this:—-the members being from diffe- 
rent parts ofthe country, retain strong 
preferences for the opinions and 
modes to which they had previously 
been accustomed. Some have been 
to Boston; others have seen New- 
York ; some have heard Mr. Finney, 
or Mr. Burchard, or received some 
other peculiar stamp, and this is 
about the amount of their religion, at 
least as to forms, and the mode of 
preaching. Things must be here as 
they have seen them elsewhere, or 
all is wrong; and they cannot be pi- 
ousin any other way. But F am hap- 
py to say that many begin to learn 
that truth and piety will do more 
than any thing that man can do, sav- 
ingly to affectthe heart. Machinery, 
without this, will not bring salvation 
to the church or to the world. Men 
must think; and you know that a 
thinking impenitent sinner has a hard 
task. ‘ 


~ 
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INJUSTICE TOMINISTERS, 
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| man of sensibility; and he must possess 


extraordinary elasticity if his mental efforts 


There is a species of hit tositons, not! q do not betray the keeping he has had. 


udepmmen, in our dang, Kos ueeeay® ves: res 


sense okies y; and by. public easel 

cluded from making complaint. 
to the want of good faith in the p yment of 
ministers” salaries. “A congregation present 
aur invitation to a cler gyman to settle with | 


them, offering him a very low,salary. If a! 


were a proposal to a builder for the erection | 
of a church, he would have something to say 
about the ¢erms; but the minister must be’ 
silent on this topic. Should he suggest any | 
difficulty as to the smallness of the amount | 
promised, he brings into suspicion his spiritu- | 
ality, and is looked upon as a hireling ‘f who 
secks the fleece rather than the flock.” From) 
the bare possibility of such an intimation he 
shrinks with. dread;and consequently he 
conceals his misgiviags and accepts the call, | 
fondly persuading himself that when his self 
denial and labors come to be known, they | 
will be duly appreciated and rewarded. But 
too often this generous confidence is most 
ungratefully requited. When once the min- | 
ister is obtained; when he has reraoved his. 
family, or otherwise committed himself, it | 
would seem as if many of his people reget | 
themselves as absolved from all further obli- 
gation. So far from a considerate regard | 
which anticipates his necessities, and. watch- 
es to prevent his care for the things of this, 
life, he is allowed to sink down just as low in | 
the scale of poverty and suffering, as his ca- 
pacity of endurance or sense of wrong will 
permit. The small amount promised as the | 
reward of his labors, is diminished by failures. 
on the part of individual subscribers ; very 
little of the wholeis paid when it is due; only | 
a small portion is paid in cash, but in various 
articles of produce, and that at. a high price, 
to which he submits. rather than utter com- 
plaints. Perhaps a portion of the amount 
pledged was never provided for, and remains | 
as a debt due the minister at the end of the! 
year—a debt that no person, in particular, 
owes, and one which the usages of society, 
and the feelings of a Christian minister, do 
not allow him to collect by process of law. 
This system of injustice has a most wither- 
ing and crushing effect on the spirits of a 


We allude’ 


| less. 


RARE it be strange if the frown of heaven 


«do he and love mercy,” 
if Savzzle the ox that treadeth out the oe. 
The following are by no means all the c 
of this kind which we have in mind at 
moment :—- i 


Extract from a missionary report. 


When I came to this place the peo- 
ple agreed to raise for my support, 


| the first year, $300, including what I 


should receive from the A. H. M.S. 

The payments were to be made semi- 
annually, and the subscription was 
to be enlarged annually till it should 
amount. to “$400, I wasalso to have 
the use of a parsonage, consisting of 
a house and some ten acres of land. 

The last year this society subscribed 
not far from $200--I believe, a little 


I have actually received for my ser- 


| vices, exclusive of what the A. H. M. 


Ss. paid me, only twenty dollars, in- 
cluding articles of all kinds. As toa 
parsonage, I have had only nine feet 
off the end of a log house. Under 
such embarrassments has your Mis- 
sionary labored. There is wealth 
here, and mm the chureh too, but it is 
held with most tenacious grasp. 


From a Minister about to leave his 
charge. 


. 


- It is with pain that I leave the em- 


ployment of your Society. Youhave 


been very kind to me, and your aid 
has saved my little ones from starv- 
ing. 
kindness, and my prayers shall often 
ascend’ ‘for a blessing. on _your truly 
humane and Christian Society. 1 
would stay here’longer if I believed 
it were duty; but I am confident that 
I am called to another field. When 
I review my labors here, I have 
much eatise to lament my own un- 
faithfulness; but. what has been a 
constant grief to my soul, is the 


"ae not : 


At the close of the year, I find 


I shall long remember your. 


2 4 f 
» off 


». 


2% ° worllitiessand lukewarmness of pro- 


fe “"s $9; Many professors here are riding 


_ sand their tables daily loaded with de- 


_ my labor lost, sinners lost, and pro- 


- 


fessing Christians here. I shall be 
‘compelled to leave this place consi- 
derably in debt. For the last six 
months I have not received five dol- 
. lars in cash from this people; and 
. yet some of them are men of proper- 


about in their carriages, their per- 
sons adorned with costly garments, 


licious food; while their minister has 
to travel from house to house on foot, 
his larder empty, and his children 
hungry and barefoot, and his own 
heart crushed under a sense of the 
injustice and ingratitude of the peo- 
ple of his charge. I think I could 
have done good, a great deal of good 
here, with the Lord’s blessing, if I 
had received the co-operation of the 
ehurch—their prayers and labors, and 
a little of their superfluous wealth to 
feed and clothe my family. How am 
I filled with sorrow, when I think of 


fessors lost, because they would not 
“come up to the help of the Lord.” 
May God forgive them, and revive 
his work in them! | 


‘ 


MICHIGAN.,, 


PLACES VACANT IN WASHTENAW PRES- 
BYTERY. 


I will mention a few of the more 
important destitute places within the 


bounds of our presbytery. Salem| 


has achurch of near one hundred 
members, could pay asalary of $400 
to $500 for aman in whom they should 
be united. Saline has a church near- 
ly as large, and can pay a salary of 
$500. The village is becoming one 
of importance. It contains probably 
some 600 or 700 inhabitants. Sylvan 
is also destitute. The church there 
numbers about '70—could probably 
raise about $400. 

Livingston county has but one 
Presbyterian minister in it and he 
has but recently gone there. Two 
or three churches in that county are 
destitute, and there are other places 
where churches should be gathered 
without delay. 
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Amn-Arbor i is now destitute. The 


villa taal 


e is the county seat of Wash- 
nd numbers probably. near 
3000 ike bitants. The church num- 


| bers sons 200:. They could pay a 
| salary from. $800 to $1000. These | 


are some of the most important pla- 
ces ‘within the bounds of our Presby-» 
tery now destitute. Every oneneeds 
to be supplied without delay. Can’ 
you send the men? You see that 
money for their support will not be 
needed from your treasury: 

I could tell of other very important 
places-now destitute in our rising 
commonwealth ; but I expect the sub- 
ject will be: taken up at Synod and 
statistics more correctly given than I 
can now give them. 


NEW-Y ORK. 


MISSION TO THE FEEBLE CHURCHES OF 
ANGELICA PRESBYTERY, 


It frequently happens that thereisin the - 
same-general neighborhood, a group of small 
churches, each too poor to support a pastor, 
even with the usual missionary aid ;- and 
whose geographical position forbids their 
uniting under the care of the same minister. 
In such cases, the Executive Committee of 
the A. H. M. S. have encouraged the nearest 
Presbytery, or Association, to designate one 
of their own number, or some other approv- 
ed clergyman of experience and zeal, to form 
these churches into a kind of circuit, and to 
visit, them periodically. In this way, where 
the minister selected is adapted to the work, 
(and on this the success of the effort almost 
wholly depends,) the infant and feeble com- 


munities are not only kept alive, but some of 
them are raised to a condition of comparative 
strength, and become permanently supplied 
with the Gospel. The following is an exam- 
ple of such a field, and shows the plan of PF 
eration. . 


Extract from u letter of the Commit- 
tee of the Presbytery. | 


At a recent meeting of this Presby- 
tery it was resolved to make an im- 
mediate effort to aid the feeble chur- 
ches within their bounds ; and accord- 


ny 
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ingly appointed acommittee of Pres- | feltamong our members, and good at- — 


bytery to take measures to accom- 
plish that object, and to make appli- 
cation to yuur Society foraid. There) 
are 21 churches within the bounds of, 
Presbytery, 3 of which have pastors, 
and 6 have stated supplies the full 
time, and 3 are supplied one half the 
time, leaving 9 entirely destitute.— 
These churches, with the labors of a' 
. Missionary, may be able to do some- 
thing for his support; though at the 
most, their aid in this respect must be 
small. 

There are 12 towns within our ec- 
clesiastical bounds, where there are! 
nochurches of our denomination, and | 
in some of them very few professors, 
of any denomination, and thousands | 
of immortal-souls that never hear the 
voice of the living preacher. 

The course we propose fora Mis- 
sionary to pursue, is something like 
the following: ‘That he should, un-| 
der the direction of the Committee, 
visit each of the destitute churches, | 
and after suitable preparatory effort, 
administer the ordinances at least, 
once to each of them; and endeavor} 
to set in order the things that are 
wanting, by encouraging Sabbath, 
schools, promoting brotherly love 
and union of effort, and especially by 
stimulating them to obtain the stated 
preaching of the Gospel. It is pro-; 
posed, also'to visit those towns where 
there are no churches and ascertain | 
their situation, and wherever Chris- 
tians can be found, to stimulate ac- 
tion; and encourage them to union 
~ and perseverance, though few and 

feeble. After a careful survey of the 
field, the Missionary will bestow his 
principal labors where most needed. | 
_ Rev. O. 8. Powell, amember of the 


Genesee Presbytery, and who is 
known to the members of this Pres- 
bytery, is selected to perform this la- 
bor. We wish to obtain a commis- 
sion for him and a portion of his sup- 
port from your Society. 


From Rev. 8. Cowles, Ellicottville, 


The good effect of the revival is yet 


tention is manifested towards preach-. 
ing, on the part of the congregation. 


One only united with,us at our last 


communion on profession of faith, but 


there are several others whom we | 


expect at the next. The Sabbath 
school-cause evidently rises in the. 


public estimation in this county. One 


district has purchased 70 ‘Testaments, 
another 40, &c., for their children. . 
This is a source of great encourage- 
ment—to see the rising generation 
in our new settlements coming up 
under the influence of the Bible. 


DISASTROUS EFFECTS OF WAR. 


A little more than a year ago there was a 
Presbytery known by the name of the ‘‘ Up- 
per Canada Presbytery,” comprising seven 
or eight. Presbyterian ministers, twenty- 
five churches, and having ‘an aggregate of 
700 or 800 communicants. These were situ- 
ated in the vicinity of the head of Lake On- 
tario. But when the insurrection commenced 
in that neighborhocd, many of the ministers, 
from their being emigrants from the United 
States, fell under the suspicion of disaffection 
to the government. This rendered their situ- 


ation so unpleasant that many of them re- 


turned to the American ‘side of the line; 
congregations were broken up, and their mem- 
bers compelled to migrate to more peaceful 
regions. One whose circumstances have de- 
tained him in Canada, writes as follows:— 


I know of no American Minister 
now in Canada with the exception of 
brother C. and myself: nor am I cer- 
tain that he has not left—he talked of 
it some time since. The country is 
in a very unsettled condition, and af- 
fairs’ wear a threatening aspect. I 
sometimes feel afraid to stay here, 
and wish that I were on the other side 
of the line. But I reflect, that the 
same power is engaged for my pro- 
tection here that would guard me any 
where else...And when I consider 
the moral condition of the country, 
I seem to be called ‘to remain and 
blow the Gospel trumpet, looking for 
rest and reward in another world. 


From the infermation which we have col- 
lected from several] sources, weinfer thatit is 


1838. 


Lg 


_ the policy of the authorities in Canada to dis- 

courage the ministrations of all except the 
established churches. of England and Scot- 
land, and such others as come under the con- a 
trol of the government, 


| 


HPAiscellancous. 
“A SINGLE CASE.’ < 


We have frequently made ourappeal in be- 
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half of the Missionary cause, by giving the 
statistics of moral destitution, and describ- 
ing masses of immortal beings whose moral 
interests are in jeopardy for want of the Gos- 
pel. We will now present only one case; in 
the hope that the contemplation of a single 
example will produce a more vivid impres- 
sion than a mere general statement, in which 
the distinctive features of individuals arelost. 


I wish to place emphasis on this— 
Character is forming in the West 
with amazing rapidity. 'The rising 
generation is coming forward with- 
out the fearof God. Fora specimen, 
take the following.. I said to a lad 
‘who was breaking the Sabbath, “Do 
you not feel afraid that God will pun- 
ish you, some time, when you are 


breaking his Sabbath 2” -tNo,” he 
replied, “I don’t feel afraid of it.” 
But do you not know that God will 
punish those who break his laws?” 
“Yes, I s’pose he will.” ‘ Well do 
you not fear he will punish you?” 
“ No,—I will risk it. I don’t feel 
afraid of it at all. If he has a mind 
to do it, let himdoit: he won’t scare 
any body, I guess.” 


Shocking as is the impiety which this an- 
ecdote discloses, there is reason to believe it 
is not more attributable to daring wicked- 
ness than to profound ignorance. When 
the mind is dark, and the ideas of God are 
gross and low, the-sdul is in a fit state for 
such exhibitions of character. How many 
such lads there are in our land, whom no 
Missionary seeks out, and endeavors to lead 
to the sanctuary and to the Saviour! 


FROM AN AGENT OF THE SOCIETY. 


We find it quite as difficult to ob- 
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tain funds this year as ever before. If 
the tide of emigration does not stop, 
I know not what will become of our 
churches. Some that have support- 
ed the Gospel wholly, cannot sustain 
it now one half of the time. ~ 

Iam now on my way to - 
county. I hope ‘and pray that the 
churches, will sympathize with the 
poor children of Christ’s’ house- 
hold, and with the untaught thou- 
sands of our land. How can the 
wealthy churches expect large spi- 
ritual blessings from the Lord, while 
they part so sparingly with their ear- 
nal things that others may have the 
bread of life. How must He, who 
died for them, feel, while looking 
upon the ‘manifestations of their re- 
gard for His last great command... I~ 
hope it is not wrong to weep over.a 
worldly minded church. J amafraid 
we commend the church too much for 
what she does. What will become 
of the present generation of our own 


‘millions, to say nothing of the hea- 


then, unless a radical change takes. 
place in the movements of our Zion ! . 
Is there not some one that has “a 
mouth and utterance” that will arrest 
the attention of the church, and fix 
and hold her eye on Christ, the soul 
and eternity ? 


—- 


PECUNIARY WANTS OF THE A. H. M.S. 


The conductors of this Society have great ~ 
occasion for thankfulness to,God, and to 
those who have aided it in the present season 
ofembarrassment. Through timely and lib- 
eral contributions, most of the Missionaries 
have, since the last anniversary, received 
their instalments when due. 

For a few weeks past, however, and at the 
present time, the receipts into the Society’s 
treasury fall so far short of the disburse-— 
ments, as to render the interposition of its 
friends indispensable. We therefore earnest- 
ly solicit remittances as early as practicable. 
We hope the churches will remember that a 
STEADY INCOME is\a sine qua non to the suc 
cess of all éxtended plans of usefulness, 
We entreat them to bear in mind, also, that 
the wants of the Missionaries are constantly 
recurring wants, that need to be constantly 


Rev. J. Wimpey, Shiloh and Savannah Branch 
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supplied. The necessity of food and raiment not be so, ite ins of the Society will 
is a daily appeal, and one which must be met |} promptly do his. part to” vent it. Our 
every day. We shrink with dread from the || greatest fear is, 4 4 rany will supp ose “ the 


_idea of our Missionary brethren being re- || pressure” ’ to be so far removed, cathe: is 


duced, the coming Winter, to the straits into no longer @ 1y need for ‘them to be particular 


which they were brought a year ago. It need th a MeaeSAe ty 
: : pe ee a. 
chad. ne 1 ehh: x? 
Appointments ty the Executive Commitice of the. A. pee M. 8, die August 15th 
to September 16th, 1838. a ing ah Tre 
Re-appointed. Rev. J. Pool ; Richmond, 0. ee) a & 
? 


Rey. J. W. Eastman, Rocky Spring, O. 

Rev. John Crawford, Coal-creek, Ind. 

Rev. A. P. Allen, Worcester, N. Y. 

Rev. Joseph S. Lord, South Onondaga, N. Y. 
Rev. E. D. Willis, Eaton Village, N. Y. 

Rev. C. B. Cady, Essex and Willsburough, N. Y. 


Noi in Commission last year. ¥ 
Rey. R. ‘H. Rankin) Pisgah and Indian Creek 
Churches, inde 
Rev. Eliphalet Kent, Greenwood, Ind: 
Rev. L. W. Dunlap, Mount Sterling, Ind. 
Rev. Julius Doane, Volney, N.Y, 
Churches, Ten. |i Rev. Hi S. Redfield, Borodino and Scott, N, Y. 
‘Rey. E. D. Kinney, Darien, Ct. 
Rev. Ts i an Bethel, Ill. 


bi 


The Tr easurer of . the American Home hiseiaaels Biciely Dibaba ee the teceipt of 
the following sums, from August 15th to aera ca 


ine Fie ee Fe 


CONNECTICUT— MISSOURI— he : 


Rey. Oliver Hill, Stoney Creek, Mich. 
Rey. H. Kroh, Mount Carmel, ill. 


. ae 
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Fairfield County West, H. M. S. viz: Louisville, Rev. F B. M‘Elroy, 10 00 
* -Greenwich Ist Ch., 13; Stilson Benev. 

'‘Soc., 250, + $263 00) bo $706 75 
Norfield Cong.Soc., 11 61 K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 
mae Ch. and Cong., to const. ness 

ev. Joseph Fuller a L. M,, Rev. Gideon N. Judd, acknowledges the receipt o 
Stamford, Cong. Soc., 30 00]| the following eums from the a of the Phil, 
Pomfret, bequest of Miss Sarah Waldo, delphia Agency, from July 15th to September 
by F. Averill, Jr., - 100 00 15th 1838. : 
Stonington Fem. Aux., by Miss Sheffield, 15 00 JE a 
Upper Middletown, Ladies’ Benef. Soc., NEW-JERSEY— 
to const. Mrs, Elizabeth P. Crocker a Newark, Young People’s Miss. Soc., by 
L. M., by Miss L. L. Gridley, Sec., 30 00 J. D. Poineer, Tr., 29 45 
Rockaway, 3 00 
NEW-YORK— PENNSYLVANIA— 
Big Hollow, Cong. by Rev. A. Gardner, 16.00|} Atrarat, Presb. Ch., in part, 3% 
- Catskill, Frederick Hill,in part to const. Bethany, Friend, 10 00 
Julia N. Hilla L. M., 103 Presb. Ch. Brooklyn, Presb. Ch., 18 07 
Coll., 16 14; Charles Hartican, ats, Canaan, Presb. Ch., 5 00 
10; 3, Ss. Day, 10; alady 1, 47 14 Honesdale, Presb. Ch., 70 Bt; Fem. H. 
Kelloggsville, Charles Kellogg, - 400 M. Soc, 29 57. of which 85 14, is to 
Lexington, Samuel Wolcott, 5 00 const. Rev, J. B. Graves a L. D. 100 14 
New-York City, viz: _ Montrose Presb. Ch., Hon. Wm. Jessup, 
Bleecker-st. Church, Mon. Con. Coll., to const. Mrs. Amanda Jessup a L, M., 
" by M. Wilbur, 6 22 30; 8. Mulford, 10; Benjamin Sayre, 
Mercer-st.. Church, Mon. Con. Coll., by L. M. in full, 15; sundry donations in 
‘Mr. Nelson, 23 56 in part, 35. 60, 90 60 
New Rochelle, Miss Sophia Brewster, Philadelphia, viz: 
by Rev. Mr. Abbott, 1.00|| Fifth Presb. Ohwrch, Fem. Sab. Sch. 
Ridgebury, Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 18 ; Gent. ei og? by Miss E. O, Van Em- 
Miss. Soc., 24, 42 00 23 00 
River Head, “id 1s Cong. Ch., by Rev: Salem, ‘Presb. Ch., 20 00 
C. J. Knowles, - 25 00|| Supplying pulpit, / _ 10 00 
Stephentown, Presb. Soc., by Rev. B. HOME MISSIONARY, 26 78 
Brown, 16 00 


Tray, Btephen Wiekes, 30 00 $339 79 
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prams, eerieearione, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
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itera Bh.” -j| When the American Board of For- 
henng: soph prion bug ao peh aga £ eign Missions began its operations, 
[Written by the. late Jeapsnian Evan Esq., || Mr. Goodell did not wait for an agent 


Cor. Sec. of the A. B. C. F. M., and first pu blished 


in the Missionary Herald, Aug. 1825.) to visit him; but sent a message (or 


came himself), more than fifty miles, 
Mr. SoLomon GoopeL who died at|'to a member of the Board, saying 
Jamaica, Vt., in September, 1815, at ‘that he wished to subscribe $500 for . 
the age of about 70, furnished one of amcdisie use, and $1,000 for the 
the most remarka jdestenge Ss. ermanent fund. He sent $50. as 
Christian sae ich exes »pro-| earnest money, and said he would 
pineal not b the sums, whieh | forward the remaining $450 as soon 
he gave in religi ious charity, were so/ as he could raise that sum; and would © 
large as those given by more ealthy pay the interest annually upon the 
individuals (for, if if we are co ectly| $1,000 ‘till the principal should be 
informed, his property tte at | ‘paid. This engagement he punctu- 
any time, have Sen eter 000) ; ally complied with, paying the inter- 
but because he pursued a course ot| est, and just before his death, trans- 
charity, as a business for life, witha |ferring notes and bonds secured by 
laborious self-denial, a hardihood, a} mortgages, which (including the 
perseverance, and an enlarged catho-|. ,$1,000 above mentioned) amounted 
licism, which unitedly formed a cha- to $1, 708 37; that is, anew donation 
racter of Christian heroism, as rare|| was made of $708 37, to which was 
as it is honorable. afterwards added another bond and 
About the year 1800, the writer of} mortgage of $350. | 
these lines observed a donation of || Before this last transaction, he had 
$100 to the Connecticut Missionary| made repeated intermediate dona- 
Society, published in the annual ac- ‘tions. At one time he brought to the 
counts, as from Mr. Goodell. Such||Rev. Dr. Lyman, of Hatfield, (the 
donations were, at that time, very ||member of the Board above referred 
uncommon in this country, and in re- to), the sum of $465. After the mo- 
gard to that Society, nearly or quite|/ ney was counted, Dr. Lyman said to 
unprecedented. The thought occur-||him, “I presume, sir, you wish this 
red, that doubtless some gentleman ‘sum endorsed upon your note of 
of independent fortune had thought|'$1,000.” “Ono,” was his reply, “I 
proper to take up his residence in the ‘believe that note is good yet. This 
interior of Vermont, and that he con-|,is a separate matter.” He then ex- 
sidered the Society just named a good|/pressed his wish, that the money 
channel for his pious beneficence.||/might be remitted toward repairing 
This conclusion was strengthened by| the loss sustained by the Baptist Mis- 
seeing a similar donation from the} sionaries at Serampore. He regret- 
same source, at the return of each ted that he had not been able tomake 
successive year for a considerable||the sum $500 ;—consoled himself 
period. with the thought, that he might do it 
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still, at some period not very distant; | 
and said that if any of the bank notes. 
proved less valuable than the specie, | 
he would make-up the deficiency. — | 

Mr. Goodell had made what he. 
thought suitable provision for his 
children, as he passed through life. 
After consulting his wife, he left her 
such a portion of his estate as was’ 
satisfactory to her, gave several sniall | 
legacies, and made the Board his re-, 
siduary legatee. He supposed that. 
the property, left to the Board by 
will, would not be less than $1,000; | 
but as some part of it was, and still 
is, unsaleable, the exact amount can-. 
not be stated. — | 

In the summary view of Mr. Good- 
ell’s donations in aid of missions to 
the heathen, we find them acknowl- 
edged in the Panoplist to have been’ 
as follows :— Bal 


3 
' 7 oe 
Feb.6, 1812. See Panoplist, vol vii. p.430 50,00 | 
July 20, “. « “ « viii, p.102 126,00. 
March 24,1813 “ «“ «6.476 123,00 
June 29, *  « “ix, p. 91. 200,00: 
6s be ¢ be sé 3 xix. p- OL 14,00 
Jan. 7, 1814 * « “xp, 45. 465,00, 
May 27, “ “ « & 4 p.287 198,00 | 
July 25, 66 4 bo a p.333 100,00 | 
Aug. 31,* « «© & p,428 1,000,00 | 
Feb. 8, 1815 “ « “xi, p. 90 | 51,00. 
Timorly Like Be a 6 9.327) 207,00 | 
& 16, 4“ “ 6é 66 “ a 6é 92,00 | 
ug. 31, “° «  & p.486 708,37, 
«90, 1816 « a “ xii, p.425 350,00, 
Nov. 19; «“ “ «& °p.559 a bal. 79 
$3,686,16 


- Onvisiting Mr. Goodellathis house, | 


you would find no gentleman with an 
independent fortune ; but a plain man, 
in moderate circumstances, on one of 
the rudest spots in the neighborhood 
of the Green Mountains, every dollar 
of whose property was either gained 
by severe personal labor, or saved by 
strict frugality, or received as interest 
on small sums lent to his neighbors. 
His house was comfortable ; but, with 
the farm on which it'stood, was worth 
only between $700 and $1,000. His 
income was derived principally from 
adairy: 

When he ‘took a journey of fifty 
miles to pay over $465 of his hard- 
earned property, for the circulation 
ofthe Scriptures on the other side of 


the world,—a donation which would | 


- * The note for this sum was given March 
30, 1812, and two years’ interest had been 
paid. 
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have been acknowledged as generous 
from a British nobleman,—his whole 
appearance and equipage would indi- 


| cate that he was in the plainest class 


of laborious farmers. All his wear- 
ing apparel, at the time of his death, 
did not equal in value what is often 
paid for a single garment by persons 
who cannot afford to expend any 
thing in the way of charity. © 

It is not often, in this world so 
sadly alienated from God, that a no- 
bler spectacle is presented, than that 
of a hard-working man, unsolicited, 
uninvited, acting from deliberate con- 
viction of duty and the steady force 
of religious principle, setting about 
the sale of his scanty agricultural pro- 
ducts, and collecting the small sums 
due to him, till the aggregate forms 
a' respectable amount; and then, in- 
stead of adding to his farm, or’ pan- 
‘dering to his animal gratifications, or 
hoarding his treasure for future con- 
tingences, or making a rustic display 
of good cheer and free living ; instead 
of any of these things, which would 
seem so desirable to his friends and 
associates, going with his accumula- 
ted gains, and cheerfully offering 
them all to his Divine Master and 
Lord, in the hope of communicating 
a knowledge of the Gospel to distant 
idolaters. The world may talk of 
greatness; but what is the greatness. 
of the poet, the orator, the warrior, 
the statesman, or even the patriot, 
compared with this! . 

Beside the donations above men- 
tioned, Mr. Goodell made many smal- 
ler ones to Missionary Societies, 
formed to send the Gospel to new 
settlements. He paid $50, or more, 
at one time, to a missionary, whom 
he employed to preach in the desti- 
tute towns near him. He aided in 
the education of pious young men 
for the ministry, by furnishing them 
with money for their-necessary ex- 
penses. On one occasion, we were 
told, he distributed to individuals, 
whom he patronized for this purpose, 
the avails of a yoke of fat oxen, which 
he had just sold. 

Though a Baptist himself, he gave 
his property with the utmost cheer- 
fulness to support missionaries of 
other denominations. His grand in- 
quiry was, Do they preach Christ, 


. 
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and him’ crucified? Wherever he) good to the souls of my: fellow men? 
could answer in the affirmative, he | If 1 can, the object is worthy of my 
never hesitated to bestow his hearty | utmost exertions. 

approbation, and his liberal aid. In| 3. He was notlesshappy, while on 
fact, his religious charities were gen- | earth, than if he had expended all his 
erally committed to persons or insti- | earnings and savings for his own sel- 
tutions In connection with Congre-| fish gratification. 

gationalists or Presbyterians. He} 4. Considering the variety of evan- 
discovered no ostentation, so far as | gelical exertions, which were made 
we have been able to learn, in his re- || in consequence of his liberality, it is 
ligious charities. Certain itis, that} in the highest degree prebable, that 
he always appeared to consider him- a large number of individuals receiv- 
self as the obliged party, and as ob- | ed spiritual benefit from him: and 
taining a favor from Societies, which | that some will acknowledge him as 
he made the almoners of his bounty. | the instrument of their salvation. 
Farthest of all was he from suppos-| 5. He lived and labored, therefore, 
ing, that his charitable exertions could | for a higher object and nobler purpo- 
make any atonement for sin, or au-|| ses, than to have been the founder of 
thorize any claims upon the divine| states and empires, or to have secur- 
mercy. He held to the most entire ed the temporal prosperity 


self-renunciation, 
upon Christ alone. — 
Were he on earth, 


and to dependence’ lions. | 


how would hél . 


of mil- 


rejoice to’see his nephew, the Rev.|| REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN VIRGINIA IN 


William Goodell, preparing the way 
for the diffusion of Christian know- 
ledge in Asia; and his niece, Mrs. 
Thurston, raising the children of sa- 
vages from ignorance and idolatry, 
to the enjoyment of civilized life and 
religious hopes, at the Sandwich Isl-| 
ands. Or shall we7not rather say, | 
that he does rejoice, while surveying | 
from on high the various efforts now 
made forthe deliverance of men from 
sin and wrath, reflecting that he gave | 
his cordial assent to the divine word, 
before his assent would be unavail- 
ing,—that he proved his love of Christ 
and of his fellow men, by consecrat- 
ing to God the increase of his flocks 
and the labor of his hands. | 
By the foregoing account, the rea- 
der will be led to the following con- 
clusions, viz: . 
1. Mr. Goodell did not act in ac- 
cordance with the standard of the 
world around him, or even in ac- 
cordance with that of the most libe- 
ral class of Christians. Relying on the 
word of God, and looking to the des- 
tinies of the eternal state, he formed 
a standard for himself. © 
2. He did not spend his time in 
looking on every side to see what 
others were doing,or especially what 
the rich were doing. The simple 
question with him was, Can I do 


P| 


THE LAST CENTURY. 


The following particulars relative to the com- 
mencement of the work of the Lord in Virginia, 
near the middle of the last century, are taken 
from documents communicated by Dr. Bellamy, and 


|| published in Gillies’ Historical Collections, in 1754. 


Before. the revival in 1743, there 
were a few who were awakened, as 
they have related, either by their 
own serious refiections, suggested 


| and enforced by divine energy, or on 


reading some authors of the last cen- 
tury, particularly Bolton, Baxter, 
Flavel, Bunyan. There was one Mr, 
Samuel Morris, who had for some 
time been very anxious abouthis own 
salvation, who, after obtaining relief 
in Christ, became zealous for the sal- 
vation of his neighbors, and. very 
earnest to use means to awaken them, 
This was the tendency of his con- 
versation ; and he also read to them 
such authors as had. been most use- 
ful to himself, particularly Luther on 
the Galatians, and his table discour- 
ses, and several pieces of Bunyan’s. 
By these means some of his neigh- 
bors were made more thoughtful 
about their souls; but the concern 
was not very extensive. pers 


In an account drawn up by Mr. Morris, the fol- 
lowing particulars are narrated : ; 


“In the year 1743, a young gentle- 
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man from Glasgow brought a volume 
of Whitfield’s sermons, which, after 
I had read with great benefit, I invi- 
ted my neighbors to come and hear 
it; and the plainness and fervency of 
these discourses being attended with 
the power of the Lord, many were 
convinced of their undone condition, 
and constrained to seek deliverance 
with the greatest solicitude. A con- 
siderable number met to hear these 
sermons every Sabbath, and fre- 
quently on week days. The concern 
of some was so passionate and vio- 
lent that they could not avoid crying 
out, weeping bitterly, &c. My dwel- 
ling-house, at length, was too small 
to contain the people, whereupon we 
determined to build a meeting-house, 
merely for reading. And having 
never been used to social extempore 
prayer, none of us durst attempt it. 
By this single means several were 
awakened, and their conduct ever 
since is a proof of the continuance 
and happy issue of their impressions. 
When the report was spread abroad, 
I was invited to several places to read 
these sermons, at a considerable dis- 
tance, and by this means the concern 
was propagated. About this. time, 
our absenting ourselves from the es- 


tablished church, contrary, as was al-| 


leged, to the laws of the land, was 
taken notice of, and we were called 
upon by the court to assign our rea- 
sons for it, and to declare what deno- 
Mination we were of. As we knew 
but little of any denomination of dis- 
senters, except Quakers, we were at 
a loss what name to assume. At 
length, recollecting that Luther was 
a noted Reformer, and that his books 
had been of special service to us, we 
- declared ourselves Lutherans; and 
thus we 
sent us the Rev. William Robinson. 
This Mr. Robinson was a zealous, la- 


‘ borious minister of Christ,who,by the | 


permission of the Presbytery, took a 
journey through the new settlements 
in Pennsylvania, Virginia and North 
Carolina. He founded a congrega- 
tion at Lunenburgh. In Amelia, also, 
a county somewhat nearer us than 
the former, his labors were extensive- 
ly blest ; and while he was there some 


continued till Providence 


_THE PASTOR’S JOURNAL, — 


of our people sent him an invitation 
to come and preach. at our reading- 
house. The congregation was large 
the first day, and vastly increased 
the three ensuing, Itis hard for the 
liveliest imagination to form an im- 
age of the condition of the assembly 
on these glorious days of the Son of 
Man. Such of us as had been hun- 
gering for the word before, were lost 
in an agreeable surprise and astonish- 
ment, and some could not refrain 
from publicly declaring their trans- 
port: we were overwhelmed with 
the thoughts of the unexpected good- 
ness of God, in allowing us to hear. 
the Gospel preached in a manner that 
surpassed our hopes. Many that 
came through curiosity were pricked 
to the heart, and but few in the nu- 
merous assemblies on these four days 
appeared unaffected. They returned, 
alarmed with apprehensions of their 
dangerous condition, convinced of 
their former entire ignorance of re- 
ligion, and anxiously inquiring what — 
they should do to be saved. And 
there is reason to believe there was 
as much good done by these four 


‘sermons, as by all the sermons 
preached in these parts before or 


since. Before Mr. Robinson left us, 
he successfully endeavored to correct 
some of our mistakes, and to bring 
us to carry on the worship of God 
more regularly at our meetings. Af- 
ter this, we met to read good ser- 
mons, and began and concluded with 
prayer and singing of psalms, which 
till then we had omitted. The bles- 
sing of God remarkably attended 
these more private means, and it was 
really astonishing to observe the 
solemn impressions begun or conti- 
nued in many, by hearing good dis- 
courses read. I had repeated invita- 
tions to come to many places round, | 
some of them thirty or forty miles 
distant, toread. Considerable num- 
bers attended with eager attention 
and awfulsolemnity, and several per- 
sons were in a judgment of charity 
turned to God, and thereupon erect- 
ed meeting-houses, and chose readers 
among themselves, by which the 
work was more extensively carried 
on.” : 


- ed with much sufferin 


es MISSIONARY. 


. PReacu the Gospe reuse 3 eee xvi. 15. 
.. Rom. x. 15. 


ih‘ +f} ves 

ee sicKNESs IN THE WEST. 
at are, 
m . Aumosr every: Viaiocinaseey report which 
comes from beyond the mountains, speaks 
‘of the pres tas asickly season. Not only 


have the interests of religion been greatly 


affected by the abstraction of the thoughts 
and cares from the interests of the soul to 


the infirmities of the body, but in some cases | 


the necessary labors of the husbandman 
haye been arrested, and his crops remained 
ungathered, because there was not physical 
strength for the task. Long and dangerous 
visitations of disease, in regions where me- 
dical aid is comparatively distant, and the 
kind attentions of sympathizing neighbors 
are not to be obtained—where the dwellings 
are small and rude, affording but an imper- 
fect shelter from the daily and nightly 
changes of the atmosphere—must be attend- 
both physical and 
mental. In such circumstances, it is not 
strange that the means of grace should be 
interrupted. The families of the Missiona- 
ries have shared in the general calamity. In 


_ some cases. their labors have been fora time 


suspended, When their own health has al- 
lowed. them. to labor, much of their time and 


~ attention has been taken up with the visita-. 


tion of the sick, sympathizing with the be- 
reaved, and in committing: to the grave the 
bodies of the dead. The meetings for public 
worship have been greatly diminished in 
number and in, attendance ; while almost all 
the auxiliary means. f, grace, such as Sab- 
bath schools, prayer meetings, &c., are sus- 
pended, or greatly interfered with. 
VOl. XI. 


DALES EENCEE, tsss. 


Perit ot Me ~ Gorvespondence of the &. 2. fA. S. oie i 


No.7. 


If the churches at the East have : the spirit “* 
ef that Saviour who yitied and 3 re ved | the *. 
sick and distressed, they will yemember to 
pray for their brethren in, the. Wes 
atime as this. Especially, they: wail “suffer i 


no. Missionary’s family to lack bread, ofr any . ‘4 


comfort they may need, because his appro- = - 


priation is unpaid. We hope, then, thatsuch | 


liberal'and prompt relief to the treasury of | * : 


the A. H. M. S. will be furnished by its » 
friends, as shall enable us to meet the drafts 

of our faishgul laborers in this their time of 

need. 


MISSOURI. 
From Rev. G. C. Wood, Paris, Mo. 
| PROTRACTED MEETINGS. 


Yesterday we closed a protraeted 
meeting which was held six miles 
from this place, and you ean judge 
of my present feelings when Ff tell 
you that for the last four days I have 
preached three times a day, besides 
attending a prayer meeting every 
morning. I had made arrangements 
for help at this: meeting, but for some 
reason not yet known to me, I was 
disappointed, and had to bear all the 
burden myself. We had a good 
meeting. Christians appeared very 


‘Much revived, and many of the im- 


penitent were much affected with a 


— sense of their undone condition 


“p+ 
s 


such. 2 
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while out of Christ. We have not 
yet received any to the communion 
of the church as the fruits of this 
meeting, but impressions were there 
made, and resolutions formed, which 
owe hope will be themes of rejoicing | | 


in the eternal world.. Since my last 
"report we have received eleven per- 


four on examination 
and seven by. certificate: and during 
' this period I have-assisted at several 


reek protracted meetings, at all of which 


when w hiskey a tee the iain in 


‘+ 


we, 


a Ts 


we have had special evidence of the 
divine: presence, - _ Christians seemed 
to have their spiritual strength re- 


_newed, and to feel in some measure 
- the obligations. resting upon them;| 


and, as is always the ease when God’s 


people are prepared for the blessing, | 


it is not withheld, but souls are added 
to the Lord. This has been the re- 
sult of each of the meetings I have 
attended. In August I aided brother 
F.R. Gray at a meeting in his church. 
We had a precious season, and I pre- 
‘sume he will give you particulars i in 
his report. 

‘Our Sabbath school in Paris has 
triumphed over all Opposition, and 
now numbers upwards of eighty 
scholars. Upwards of forty mem- 
bers have been added to our tempe- 
rance list within the last three} 
months. I have organized three 
temperance societies in different 
parts of this county, and the cause 
is fast gaining ground ; yet much re- 
mains _ to be done. I have been cre- 
‘dibly i inf rmed, that for three weeks 
previous to the late election in this 
- county, some of the candidates for 
the. state legislature had thier bot- 
tles in the groceries marked with 
ete names pasted. on. them, which 
ae free for all who would vote for 

and many votes are bought in 
i esp Alas for our — eountry, 


this. 


‘We ea aa 
arts IT STH G89 Or IR | Bie ; 
t Sa eeemeemneenten ¥ 4 
Bre | Me Be a 
cor boon Ate.» : ha ws 
+ api ne ‘EVILS OF pEIETON. 
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Who''ean <n angpiate: a rising ", 
Fike that ¢ - described t below, i in the tenderness 
"Fan eben of i its infaney, without mourn- 
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ing over the divisions which are rending a 
large and hitherto efficient denomination of 
Christians ? “ 


There has been generally good at- 
tendance. on public worship. The 
Sabbath school and Bible class are 


‘in a flourishin condition, especiall 
~sons to the care and fellowship of| | ae ‘ 


% this church ; 


the latter, which consists of eighteen 
or twenty constant members—a very 
good number for such a small village 
as ours. The prayer meetings and 
monthly concert are regularly at- 
tended, but the church in general 
seem not to have that wrestling, ago- 
nizing spirit of prayer that was ma- 
‘nifest i in days that are past and gone. 
‘The reason is obvious. The time is 
at hand when this chureh, in com-- 
mon with others, is looking for a 
new, disastrous era in her history. 
Tt has been said by many that the — 
greatest troubles in our church would 
be when the presbyteries and indivi- 
dual churches would be compelled 
toact. This action has already eom- 
menced in some places in Missouri. 
We are now building a brick church ; 
but alas! from present indications, 
(which are too strong to be miseon- 
strued,) we shall divide. We are 
weak and feeble even when the en- 
ergies of us all are combined, and 
when divided it will be almost im- 
possibJe for either party to make pro- 
gress. How much more easy itis to 
pull down than to build up! 
This. church has but two elders; 
both are men of influence. One has 
declared to me that he will at all 
hazards go with one party, and with 
him several others will co-operate. 
The other is decidedly a man of the 
opposite views, and to him a majority 


will probably adhere. The first will 


oppose my remaining, or probably 
withdraw his support. “Tam in a 
straight betwixt two.” It is an awful 


| thing when it comes to rending in 


sunder a church of the living God. 


~ |\T would rather go to some place 


where. there is not a professor of re- — 
ligion, and there live, and endeavor 
to raise the standard, of Jesus Christ, 


|i than to be either the direct or the in- 


direct cause of the alienation of — 
God’s people. “O Lord, how long!” — 
O for an outpouring of the Spirit of 


- must,soon close, and exhorted him 


a 
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God in the midst of our beloved’ 
church! . 

Thus you see our state, and you 
need not be told it is distressing. 
But the Lord can calm the troubled 
sea, although it is now tossed to and 
fro with a mighty wind, and casts 
up mire and dirt. He alone can| 
bring light out of darkness, and | good 
out of evil. 


IOWA, 


& 


From Rev. J. A. Clark, Fort Madi- 
_ son, lowa Ler. i. . 

“the ere has been. much siblabcee 
during the : season, and I have been 
much occupied in ‘visiting the affliet- 
ed from house to house. There is 
reason to hope that these afflictions 
have not been in vain, but that while. 
the judgments of the Lord have been | 
upon us, the people have learned | 
righteousness. A number of back-, 
sliders (and there are many such) 
have confessed, as the hand of God ) 
has been upon "them, that they “i 
revolted from him, and have renew- 
ed their determination to live lives| 
of holy obedience. 

One young man, who had lived 


without God in the world, when I 
told him that his day of probation 


io make immediate preparation for 
death, was much affected, and con- 
fessed that he found it very difficult 
to fix his mind on the subject. I ex- 
horted him to make unwearied 
endeavors, and presented such 
truths as his state demanded; and 
there is reason to hope that. these 
humble. endeavors for his salvation 
were not in vain. Fora number of 
days previous to his decease, he ap- 

eared to be perfectly submissive to 

1e divine will, and the last effort of, 


| aepiriie nature was to whisper, 


“ Jesus is precious,” 

~ I found here a little ‘church. of 
seventeen members. Our congrega- 
tion varies from one hundred to a 
hundred and fifty. I have no doubt 
that a large proportion of the people 
would attend on thé means of grace, | 
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if there were a suitable house. But 
it is one of our greatest embarrass- 
ments that we have no house of wor- 
ship, not even a school-house. 
have had to meet in buildings that — 
were in a state of finishing, as We 
could obtain opportunity. ayia 
The people of this place appear 
well disposed towards. religious: in- 
stitutions, We have not silver and | 
gold, but I hope before winter com- 
mences we shall make efforts to put 
up a building that may serve as a 
tolerable. house. of worship. 


plied with religious privileges. The 


| soil is unusually fertile, and capable 


of sustaining a dense population ; 
and it is fast filling up with men of 
thought, energy and enterprise: I 
know of but two Presbyterian | mi- 
nisters here who devote themselves 
wholly to the ministry. O that the 
Lord would send more laborers! 


MISSISSIPPI. 


: ytd : 
From Rev. J. Stratton, Shongalo, 
. Carrol Co., Miss. ' 


At a protracted meeting, held at 
Dripping Springs, on the third Sab- 
bath in June, we received an addition 
of two members to the church “on 
examination, The meeting was at- 
tended with consid rable interest ; 
both of those added -are anton 
families. Ikeepa monthly appoint- 
ment at Dripping Springs. A part 
of our church and congregation re- 
side in its immediate vicinity. It is 
eight miles from Shongalo. ‘There 
appears to be an increasing interest 
among the colored population, ane 
desire to attend. on the means 
grace. 
rous of receiving religious in 
tion, and they frequently. attend 
invited, At Shongalo an aca Pos 
building, has. been. completed ; pool 
lower story, i in one entire TOO! 

40 feet ay 26, affords a ve PEs ee 
able an convenient place fo 

ing. Different denominations. ee 
use of it alternately. 
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Iowa is, to a great extent, unsup- __ 


4 


They seem to be more desi- HK, 
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From Rev. H. Holman,’ Mardis- 
ville, Al. 


REVIVALS OF ‘RELIGION, 


Thave just returned from a tour of | 


two weeks. We held asacramental 
mecting in Ashville, 40 miles distant 
from this place. I organized a small 
church in A. four years since, and 
have been with them occasionally. 
The Lord has at length visited that 
people. They now enjoy a precious 
season of refreshing. T'wenty-four 
were added to the communion ‘of the 
church there on Sabbath morning 
last. Truly it was a time long to be 
remembered. It is said that more 
than two hundred have been reclaim- 
ed from sin since the revival com- 
menced, about ‘the first of August. 
This church will soon be able to give 
half the support necessary to sustain 
a minister. 

My dear brother, we have great 
trials in this country. The scarcity 
of money, and the church divisions, 
do greatly embarrass our efforts. 
But why complain? I know that 
the Lord reigns, and that he will 
overrule all for his glory, and for good 

_to those that do sincerely love him. 
In the -midst of all our discourage- 
ments we ought not to be cast down. 
There ‘ts surely at this time more 
than ordinary attention to the cause 
of religion among all denominations. 
Brother Likens, of Chambers county, 
informs me ‘that more than three 
hundred have been ‘received there in 
a few weeks. ; 


buat Pe 
u 
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aah ILLINOIS. 
From Rev. N. C. Clarke, Charleston, 
a gee Hane’ Co. i. | 


, 


- Since I last wrote there has been 
considerable sickness in the neigh- 
borhood of Elgin, as well as in other 
places in the county, which has in 
some degree affected our religious 
operations. Our congregations have 
not, all the time, been as large as 
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| Sabbath schools also have suffered ° 
some in consequence of the sickness 
of teachers and scholars. My own 
ihealth has been poor three or four: 
weeks of the time; though, with the 
exception of one Sabbath, I have not 
omitted preaching. While there is 
nothing of peculiar interest in the 
state of things as developed the last 
| quarter, yet every week I feel more 
and more encouraged to labor in ‘this 
field. My congregations, both at 
‘Charleston and Elgin, are respect- 
ably large. To say the least, it 
seems to be becoming more fashiona- 
ble to attend preaching. And from 
the-appearance of the-congrévations 
‘as well as their size, I feel encou- 
raged. There is evidently a spirit 
of inquiry awake, although it does 
not appear to be accompanied with 
deep seriousness. . 

At Elgin they have now a large 
'school-house erected, which it is ex- 
pected will be opened: for worship 
next Sabbath, at whichtime I expect 
seven or eight will be received to the 
church. 


Various efforts. © 


I have already stated, that last 
‘winter we formed a county tempe- 
rance society. By the feeble efforts 
made by that, and other societies, 
much good has already been accom- 
| plished, and by the blessing of God, 
much more will be effected. Some 
grogshops have been shut up, intox- 
icating liquor has been banished from 
|some stores and taverns, and some 
drunkards have been reclaimed. 
Last spring we formed a county Bible 


_|}sociéty, and branch societies in dif- 
|ferent precincts. We have not as 
|. yet carried our plans into operation, 
|for though we have sent for bibles, 


they have not‘yet arrived. Our ob- 
ject is,as soon as they arrive, to sup- 
ply all'the destitute families in our | 
‘cOunty, and to extend our operations 
as we Sliall‘have the means. 

We are now engaged in disiribu- 


ting the Volumes of. the American 


Tract Society. The Society has sent 
four hundred dollars worth of books 
for distribution in this county. The 


they otherwise would have been. || books are needed, and sofar as Lhave. 
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means of knowing, are desired. Al- 
most every family where they are 
carried: buy more or. less of them. 
The work of distributing them de- 
volves principally on brother Colton 
and myself. The people in this part 
of the state are a reading people. 


Many are very anxious to have reli- 


gious books. The season past my 
labors have been very great,-and at 
présent I have as much on my hands 
as I can perform. But hitherto I 
have been ‘sustained, and am at pre- 
sent encouraged in ‘them, with the 
hope that they are not in ‘vain. 


Further aid not needed? 

a 

. Thave now closed the year which 
the commission from your society 
covers, and I hope and trust that it 
will appear that you have ‘not be- 
stowed your liberality in vain. The 
church at Elgin appears truly grate- 
ful. They will be able, the coming 
year, to support preaching half the 
time. Indeed many of the people 
think they would the whole of the 
time, but I do not think it my duty 
to leave Charleston entirely desti- 
tute. They would also, I think, sup- 
port the Gospel here all the time, but 
in that case Elgin would be left des- 
titute. The inquiry is frequently 
_made by the people, can there be no 


more ministers spared for this region |). 


of country ? Itis true that ministers 
have corne into this part of the state 
the season past, but all of them have 
passed on by us to Rock river. 

When I came into the country five 
years ago, there was a great destitu- 

tion of preaching in this part of the 
state, but there is a greater destitu- 

tion ‘now, according to the popula- 
tion: It will not be long before the 
churehes which you have aided in 
this region will be able to contribute, 
and I trust they will have a disposi- 

tion to contribute liberally for the 
aid of other infant societies. 


Bone Rev. Robert Blake, Wood- 
burn, Ill. 


Bagi the. weather has been 
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unusually hot and dry the past sum- 
mer, I have been so far favored with 
health as to. be able to attend to 
all my appointments, not only at 
Woodburn, but at Collinsville, where 
I have labored half of the time, 
though. speaietes are full 30 miles 


apart. 
W: ts My three weeks the 
‘infant’ rch ij in Woodburn has sus- 


tained a very great loss in the 
lamented death of three of our old- 
est members—two were from Ver- 
mont.and one from Missouri. But 
our loss was their gain. We are not 
left, however, without “ tokens for 
good.” 

Since my last communication two 
have been added to the church by 
letters, three stand propounded |to 
unite with us by profession, and three 
or four others are waiting for oppor- 
tunities to present letters, and the 
churchis evidently “ endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bend of peace.” The difficulties -of 
the times have been very severely 
felt here, but we are not without 
‘hope of surviving them. 


INDIANA. 


From Rev. A. T. Rankin, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. — 


During the last five months, our 
stated preaching, our prayer meet- 
ings, and the monthly concert, have 
been regularly maintained with the 
usual interest. In the year just 
closed, the church has doubled its 
members, the congregation has in- 
creased from a handful of hearers, 
until the house, 40 feet square, is 
generally well filled. Though we 
have not been blessed with a revival, 


yet some have been hopefully con- 


verted, and others are inquiring what 
they shall do to be saved. The 
attendance has increased so much, 
that when the old members compare 


||the past condition with the present 
|| prospect, they feel greatly encour- 
“i a suey 


aged. 
Déath of a Missionary. — 
-Since I last wrote, your. re 


‘moral welfare, without leaving behind him 


154 THE HOME MISSIONARY. November, 


Missionary in this ‘place, Rev. J. || God, spoken in the spirit of sineerity and 
Hoover, has been removed by death. | love, shall return unto him void, but shail 
He was a devoted Christian , and an | accomplish that which he please, and pros- 
indefatigable Minister. By his de- | perin the thing whereunto he sendeth it. 
cease a wide field of usefulness has |: 

been deprived of the stated means of, 
grace. If you could send us a man) 
who can preach acceptably in the) 
German language, it would greatly 
subserve the cause of Christ. 


In my last, I expressed the hope 
that the storm of opposition had 
spent its violenee. As all kinds of 
seandal had been circulated against 
me, my traducers began to grow 
weary, and matters were apparently 
quiet,, My meetings also were better 
attended, and I hoped a little patience 
would soon bring things intoa better 
state. But the aspect has changed 
for the worse.. The opposition has 
been enkindled afresh through the 
agency of a member of the church, 
who had been subjected to discipline. 
The privations which I have endured 
since I commenced niy labors here, 
have been many, and often of. the 
most trying character; yet I have 
cheerfully endured them, hoping that, 
if I stood firm at my. post, eventual 
good might be accomplished. But I 
have now. come to the painful, yet 
deliberate and settled conclusion, 
that to remain in this barren field 
would be a sacrifice of my own use- 
fulness, and of the funds of the A. 
H. Missionary Society. Iam wellsa- 
tisfied that my influence is so crippled, 
that I have here no prospect of sue- 
cess. There are some in the country 
sionary of the A. H. M.S. taking with him | 10> {el rlendly, but have no band 
a large family, for whom he hoped to make! in my favor; so that I am left to the 
provision in that growing and promising concentrated opposition, not only of 
land. Possessed of a good constitution, grog-sellers and their associates, but 
and a large share of religious enterprise, he | also of others, who, from sectarian 
planted himself in a new and difficult region. motives, have given their influence 
Owing to the habits and views of the people, | to the enemies of religion. ; 
his support has been furnished almost wholly | I have spoken in general terms of 
by the A. H. M.S. The opposition which | difficulties'in the way of my useful- 
he has had to encounter has been very ness, but I have never alluded to m 
great; and at length he has come to the con- | Personal privations. But now that I 
clusion that he must abandon the field where | #2 about to leave, I think it right 
he has done and suffered so much for its that the Society may know that I do 

sy hi not sink in despondency under afew 
any prospect that the work will be assumed pitaidiive. sig A acta ec 

wal Radeon mei : for more than a week on dry bread, 
and carried) forward by another laborer. without butter or meat frequently 
Although it is painful ‘that 2 station. where|| hecause these articles-were not to bé 
so much labor and expense have been be- had, and sometimes, especially du- 
stowed should be given up, yet we console ring the late pressure, for the want 
ourselves with the consideration that no| of means to procure them. But I 
truly evangelical effort is lost; no word of! have thought it foolish to grow dis- 


House of worship completed. 


During the last year our house of: 
worship has been completed. This. 
has involved our congregation in. 
debt. The times are hard, and I fear 
they will be constrained to apply for. 
aid for another year. 

In addition to Jaboring in this vici-. 
nity, I have frequently visited, on! 
week days, during the year, different 
neighborhoods in other counties, to. 
preach. There are many points in 
every part of the land, where there 
are a few Christians, and a popula- 
tion that is rapidly increasing, who 
need and desire to be sharers in the 
attentions of ‘a minister. — 


A STATION ABANDONED. 


The writer of the following report went to 
the West some three years since as a Mis- 


| 
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couraged with such-privations, since | 
they must soon, pass away. But the: 
people have expressed no sympathy 
in these trials. It has been a com-' 
mon thing for. me to leave home on 
Sabbath morning, and travel from | i 
one appointment to the other, with-: 
out eating bread or drinking water. 
Many, I doubt not, would invite me 
to partake were. I present at, their. 
houses at meal] time; but such is their. 
indifference about religion, that they 
feel no solicitude for the comfort of 
the preacher. A few weeks since, it. 
pleased the Lord to remove my eld- 
est daughter by death, and at the. 
same time all my family were sick, | 
and I could procure no help. In con-. 
sequence of fatigue and broken rest, 
I was greatly prostrated. When Sab- 
bath came I went to attend my ap-' 
pointment, eight miles distant. I, 
began the service, but became faint, 
and was compelled to sit down and 
dismiss the people. But no one in- 
vited me to rest a little till some re- 
freshment could be prepared, but I, 
was left to get home as I could. 
But these things would never have: 
driven me from my post, had I, on 
other grounds, a reasonable prospect 
of usefulness. As it is,;my brethren’! 
in the presbytery concur with me in, 
the conclusion that I had better seek | 
another location. 


From Rev. G. G. Porter, Vermi-| 
lion Co., Ind. 


PREVAILING SICKNESS. 


The time for my regular quar- 
terly report has gone by, but you: 
will excuse my delay when-you learn 
that it has been occasioned by sick- 
ness. My family have been so unwell 
that I could barely attend to such 
business, as was most necessary. | 
The last quarter has been so. very 
sickly that but few couldattend meet- 
ing; those who are well enough to 
be present, are obliged to attend on 
the sick. 

Our little village has not yet suf- 
fered as much as it usually does at 
this season of the year, but there is| 
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a great deal, more fA in the 

country than .usual, mo pedyed 

than I think. Te ever E emeheloke, and 

I believe itis general throughout this 
part of the West. Our prayer | meet 
ings and Sabbath _school have been 

stopped for a season in, consequence 

of sickness. We. expect: to revive 
them again as soon.as ‘sickness will 

permit, 


A MISSIONARY’S FIRST REPORT. 


From Rev. E. R. Martin, Utecen 
Clark Co., Ind. 


I have labored this first quarter in 
the churches named in my commis- 
sion. To the Utica church I have 
preached one fourth of my time. 
This church was organized in 1831, 
and has been for the last six years 
almost, if not entirely destitute of the 
means Of grace. It has had a name 
to live, but that is all; it now num- 
bers only eight. members. Since I 
commenced my labors here, a Sab-- 
bath school has been organized on 
the plan of the Union, which we 
hope will do much good. The num- 
ber of children in this school is 50. 
We have a respectable library, and 
we are happy in saying that our Me- 
thodist friends take a deep interest in 
this school. We labor under some 
disadvantages for the want of a meet- 
ing-house in this church. The house 
in which we preach isa school-house 
in bad repair; and being the only 
public building i in the town, it is used 
by the different denominations on 
the Sabbath as. a place for public 
worship. The Mount Vernon church 
is situated in a neighborhood of Ger- 
mans, sixteen miles distant. from 
Utica. To this church I have preach- 
We have here a 
large framed meeting-house, as yet, 
however, in quite an unfinished state. 
In days gone by brother Cobb preach- 
ed to this people, occasionally, the 
words of eternal life, and the house 
of, which we write was built while: 
he labored among them. The num- 
ber of members in this church is be- 
tween ‘lene and forty. Since we 
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commenced preaching here, we have | 


organized a Bible class, which is. 
well attended, and re-organized a’ 
Sabbath selrool, which, however, is. 
not yet im full operation. 
communion in June there were three. 
additions to this church on examina- 
tion. There has been, since our first | 
Visit to this church, such an increase 


in the congregation, as is quite’ en- | 


couraging. Some of the youth and 
middle aged of this neighborhood, 
who formerly seldom, if ever, were 
seenin church, are now found pre- 
sent every Sabbath, paying at least | 
abecoming outward respect to pub- 
lic worship. 

At the mouth of Bull Creek; a 
neighborhood. eight. miles. distant 
from Vernon church, I have preached 
one fourth of my time. We have at 
this place a Sabbath school with a’ 
small library. We have also here 
organized a Bible class. 


Who can read this account without feeling 
the importance of missionary ‘societies to! 
nourish the hundreds of other feeble churches 
which are scattered throughout the woods 
and prairies of the West? + a als 


a 


t 


’ From a Missionary Report. 


“I have been called to discharge 
more than an ordinary degree of 
visitation in consequence of the gene- 
ral prevalence -of sickness. I hope 
my labors in this department have. 
not been in vain, but productive of 
good. — 


A Pastor’s solicitude. 


I think the piety of ‘this church is 
on the increase. I have been a little 
comforted with the belief that there 
is a better state of religious feeling 
prevailing than usual. I have been 
deeply impressed with the impor- 
tance of an increase of piety in the 
hearts of Christians, and have en- 
deavored to urge the subject upon 
their attention. I have thought that 
the standard of piety was generally 
too low. Christians have been intent 
on extending the surface of religion, 


| 
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to the neglect of attaining a ‘eorres- 
ponding depth of personal holiness. 
The inward has suffered by an almost 
exclusive attention to the outward. 
Both of these parts of Christian duty 


are vastly important, and both should 
be prosecuted with the utmost vigor. 


The one should be done, but the other 
should not be left undone. Indeed 


it will be found that the two cannot. 


long be divorced without injury to 
both. I hope that some of the people 
of God in this church are endeavor- 
ing to make higher attainments’ in 
the divine life. ’ We had an interest- 


ing communion ‘season a fortnight~ 


since. Five persons united with the 
church, three on certificate, and two 
on profession of their faith. It was 
a time of quickening among Chris- 
tians, and seriousness and’ concern 
among sinners. We expect to have 
another communion shortly, to be 
preceded with a day of fasting and 
prayer. ‘Nothing, probably, has a 
greater tendency to promote personal 
holiness than a well observed fast 
day. My congregations are gradu- 
ally increasing in numbers. On the 
whole, though I have many difficul- 
ties and discouragements to encoun- 
ter, I think we are making progress. 


“0 THAT THEY WERE WISE!”? 


A few Sabbaths since I was sent 
for to visit a young man, about 21 
years of age, who was ona bed of 
sickness and death. He had lived in 
the place for the last few months. - I 
had never seen him in the house of 
God; he lived in entire negligence 
of the means of grace. I know not 
that he was addicted to any vicious 
practices, but manifested great indif- 
ference to the subject of religion. 
Indéed to the very time I was called 
to see him, he exhibited very great 
aversion to: the subject when any of 
the pious part of the family mention- 
ed it to him, and’ urged him to pre- 
pare for death and eternity. But his 
disease had now reached a_ point 
which indicated his speedy dissolu- 
tion. His reluctance to converse 
about his soul had given way. I 
found him without hope, and in- 


tensely agitated abeut the salvation 


a ' . 
WOE oi 


‘bade him adieu I told him I was going 


them to seek a Savior before it was 


- derstood: this, that they would con-| 


. ties. 


“+ 
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ra 


of his soul. : His. countenance was} 
an index to the anxious and troubled || 
state of his mind.’ He could not lie 
still; the terrors of God. had ‘seized 


upon him, and his agitated soul||. 


caused him to turn from side to-side 
upon his bed. I endeavored to deal 
faithfully, with: his soul, and after 
giving him what instruction I thought 
adapted to his situation, and com- 
mending him to God in prayer, Tleft 
him.to meet my =~ in the 
house..of God. coldness of 
death was then in his hand, and as I 


to preach to sinners, and to urge 


too late.. ““O yes,” said he, “ they 
neglect their souls; they do not at- 
tend to their salvation.” He saw the 
folly of deferring religion to a death 
bed, and urged me to warn sinners 
of the danger of delay. In a few 
hours he died, and I fear is lost., ““O 
that they were Wise, that they un- 


sider their latter end !” 


| _ TENNESSEE. 
From an application for aid. 


In Bradley and Meigs counties 
there is a great call for ministers 
and teachers; the people are quite 
destitute of Presbyterian preaching. 
Many members have moved from 
other churches into these new coun- 
The attendance on public wor- 
shipisirregular. There isa great bus- 
tle here at this time, and indeed has 
been for several months past. Thou- 
sands of soldiers have been collectéd 
here for the purpose of removing the 


_ Cherokees, and thousands of these 


Indians are still encamped here. 


OHIO. 
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that the amount appropriated could not be 
‘made equal to the request. 


" -ABUN DANCE OF WORK. 


I suppose I have realized from the 
people this year considerably less 
than $100. Nevertheless, if they will 
pay in for the building of the house 
of God, lam willing for a time to 
subject myself to great inconve- 
nience. and suffering, rather than 
leave the ground for a more ample 
support among a richer people... I 
believe that. the Lord is now about 
to visit us again with the reviving 
‘influence of his Spirit. I wish 
you for one year to appropriate 
$250. Ifyou will say, ‘Go forward 
and you shall lack nothing,” I will, 
have no more anxiety about my do- 
mestic coneerns, but will give myself 
more fully to the work of the ministry. 
| Here is a county containing eleven 
townships, which demand ny con- 
stant attention— — 

1. To preach and hold prayer 
| Meetings in every settlement. 

2. To visit a thousand miserable 
cabins, to show unto their vicious, 
intemperate, and indolent inmates, a 
‘more excellent way. 

3. To promote schools; as many 


are there brought up who cannot read 


the book of God, nor even write their 
own names. 

4, My attention is demanded for 
the distribution of hundreds of 
Bibles, if they can be obtained; I 
have some now on hand, but cannot 
get time to distribute them. This 
county has never been supplied with 
Bibles from the A. B. Society. Iam 
also about to make a beginning here 
as it regards the tract cause. | 

5. Sunday schools here cannot: be 
sustained in many settlements, for, 


|) want either of teachers, or some one 


to pray in school. Here, then, my 
attention is demanded. 

Also, I must endeavor this year to ~ 
nurse a declining church in an ad- 


joining county to save it from. be- 


A Missionaty, in pressing the application! coming extinct, ‘Attention to pres-. 


of his church for renewed aid, adduces the | 


following reasons for his being freed from | 
worldly care, that he may give himself | 
wholly tothe work of the ministry. We regret’ 
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byterial business, attending protract- 
ed meetings, and having an eye with 
my brethren to the spiritual welfare 
of the eight counties embraced in 
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this small presbytery, with a thou- 
sand other duties of minor import, 


will fill my hands and my head; God |. 


grant that they may also so occupy 
my heart, as that all. will be done to} 
his glory. I trust you will say, as 
I believe God says, “Go forward.” 
n his‘strength I will make the effort, 
but I must appeal to the sympathies 
and benevolence of the  Hastern’ 
churches, that I may Bot faint in 
well- -doing. 


From Rev E. Barber, Florence, O. 


J have pursued my labors, without 
any inten un gee, Perle 
the year now we eal penost) 
some degree of en iat : . Pub- 


lic worship has been fw se ded 
through the sum Ls A 
' season. . Arrar emen pr 
Now for building sie “ot publ 
+: ship oe ming! : xe 
as ‘teat plate Notlechitite eri 
ing the-eoming fe ne By , and erect 
use early in the spring 
but feel. much ‘pk peas 
con the] on ects of that. 


ie ‘asa! went 


Behe a" 
Sabbath schools. “aN 


My greatest. Ee Nan has. 
been in the success which has attend- 
ed the efforts made to bring the chil- 


_ dren of this community into Sabbath | 
school. 


Small schools were’ held 
last season both at Birmingham and 
at Florence. 
amunber attending has been more 
than doubled in each place ; and in 
addition, three schools in remote parts 
of the township have been sustained. 
Not less than two hundred children 
have been connected with 


| religious. instruction from any other 
source. May the seed thus sown 
bear much fruit to the praise and 
glory of God! | 


THE HOME MISSIONARY: 


the half of, 
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The past summer the) 


these | of a Universalist in Vermont; 
schools, many of whom receive no} 


Novembe r, 


. *; Sickness: ay 
Biblensage fils been more e than ‘usu- 
ally prevalent i in this community for 
some weeks past. Of course, my 
time has been considerably occupied 
in visiting the sick, and in attending 
funeral services. In one-instance I 
have: some reason to’ hope that in- 
struction imparted to one in her last 
‘sickness, was, by the blessing of God, 
rendered effectual to her salvation. 
‘Whether it were so or not will be 
known. only in eternity. Ihavenever 
felt disposed to place much confi- 
dence in professions of repentance 
on asick bed; but in this case I ean- 
not but hope that it was genuine. 
The case was that of ayoung woman 
who had resided in this place only a 
few months. She had occasionally 
attended publie worship on the Sab- 
bath. Learning that she was sick I 
} called at her mother’s residence to 
‘see her. She was. not considered 
immediately dangerous—conversed 


: with freedom on the subject of reli- 


She acknowledged its impor- 
‘tance, but seemed to have no deep 
‘sense of. her. sin and danger. After 


©" || such remarks as I deemed appropri- 
che | ate, her mother requested me to pray 
|| With them. The young woman very 


|awakened, in a good degree, to a 
sense of her lost situation as a sinner. 
T endeavored to direct her attention 
to Christ as a Savior perfectly suited 
to her case. At the next time I saw 
her she thought she had truly em- 
braced Christ as offered in the Gos- 
pel. I had frequent opportunities of 
conversing with her after this, as she 
lived several weeks, and retained her 
mental powers till a day or two be- 
fore her death. She sean mani- 
fested a calm resignation to God, and 
a willingness to die, which seemed 
tobe the fruit of her trust. in Christ. 
‘At one interview she told me that 
her education had been in the family 
that 
her grandfather’s house, where she 
resided, was the resort. of the Uni- 
| versalist preachers, She now pro-. 


fessed to view that whole system as 
ja delusion of the evil one. 


- to an awful degree.. 
brethren, I circulated about 80 vo- ||. 


sae 


ONE YEAR’S eae oa LABOR. 
+). f ; 

It is interesting to e the influence of 
stated Missionary labor. in feeble churches, 
such as is: described: below. Even in a sin- 
gle year, error and opposition are held: in 


check, various forms of evangelical effort 


are begun, the hearts of God’s children ac-" 


quire confidence, the general intelligence of 
society is advanced, and foundations are laid 
for enlarged operations in future. When we 
see such -fresulte ina given case, what a pity 
it is that the same efforts should not be 


made, and similar effects produced in hun-. 


dreds of ether churches, which. are now nhe- 
glected. 


When ig eame here, ‘one. year since, 
I found a little church of seventeen 
members. It had been formed some 
two years before, and although there 
were a considerable number of Me- 
thouists and Baptists in the place, yet | 
Universalism and infidelity prevailed 
Assisted by the 


lumes. of bound tracts, set up the 


concert for prayer, also a weekly ||... 
meeting; a Sabbath school that had }| . 
been commenced was fostered, and 


™ 


from small beginnings has now grown 
until it numbers about sixty, wit all 
thing has been done for Foreign anc 
for Home Missions. Thirteen have || 
been added to the church, four of 
them on profession of their faith in 
Christ. Thus, through the aid of 
your Society, the hearts of this peo- 
ple have been made glad. 
has been begun for the worship of 
God; though in the coldest part of 
the year, we are yet obliged to meet 
ina private house for public service, 
owing tothe unfinished state of our 
church. While many have died 
around and in the midst of us, God 
has preserved the lives of our mem- 
bers. 


RELIGIOUS DECISION. 


Professors of religion are exerting 
here an influence on the side of the 
Lord. Four of the sisters in the 
church are engaged in’ teaching 


school in the place, and praying with) 


their pupils. One of them, who is 
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‘She prosecutes her 
‘great. ‘satisfactior 


‘ befal their brethren i 
|| them, that this. s cause is ne “whieh ae i for 


A house, 


150 


| quite young, was deatred by the direc- 
1ors not to pray in the school, or at 
most: not oftener than once a week. 

Thé influerice of this request, and 
the trial of the teacher, were the 
more considerable, as the ‘supporters 
of the school were opposers of god- 
liness. But she took her stand 
boldly, as a follower of Christ, and 

told them that she felt it her duty to. 
pray with the children whom she 


‘was ¢alled to téach ; andif she might 


not pray with their-children, she must 
give up the school. The ‘directors. 
yielded, and said they would by no 
means have the school given up, as 
they’ had never before had one so 
‘| good. Thus, this sister was willing 
to surrender her temporal advantage 
rather ‘than violate her conscience, 
and good has grown out of the trial. 
‘school to the 
; its patrons, and 
prays with the chil all but one’ 
of of whomare glad to atte oe ce 


Ie Reh cet gat 
we Ss ar aan Et ys Pi 
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a true idea of th mingled, geod ae , 
West—to ow 


great ‘perseverance—and to excite them to- 
prayer. There are hostile influences to be. 
overcome which are invincible by any power 
beneath the throne of God; and. his help 
the Missionaries must have, ‘or fail in their 
work, 


For the: last quar ter there has been, | 


‘on the whole, a retrograde move- 


ment. The eause of this has been 
beyond my control. We have had 
great perplexities. and discourage- 
ments. The excitement produced 
among the infidels and Universalists, 
by the little’ refreshing we had last 


|| spring, rose, in some instances, toa 


perfect rage.. Other denominations 
sided’ with them against us. ‘The 
Campbellites,. and I am sorry to say 
some from whom~we expected 'better’ 
things, took part, more or less openly, 

and have persevered therein, till they 


eZ _ > 
Sie “Asieili-a of a -disconrag ng 
t to depress the hopes of the 


Bible class connected with it.. Some, friends of Home Missions, bat to give 


- 


_ place during the- year, will amount 


meeting, than we have had for some 


‘us; one remained all day, and gave 


‘of our best members have left us. 
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have esniien us from the town- 
house, the only convenient place we 
have for public worship. 


I will not enter into details of our 


trials on this point, but only remark, 


that fur the present. our hopes of| 


building a house are blighted. We 
had expected considerable help from. 
the people of the world, and had got 


their pledge, but now it will avail us’ 


nothing. We now worship ina small 
inconvenient house, so uninviting 


that but few except our church and. 


particular friends will meet with us. 

The violent opposition, together 
with what appears to me an unchris- 
tian spirit among other denomina- 


tions, has caused to stumble numbers | 


of those whom we esteemed hopeful 
converts, and thrown all into a cold 
inactive state. Iam truly at a loss 

what to do. Unless we can have a 
better place for public worship, the 


’ prospect of doing good is but faint.' 


We had, however, last Sabbath, 
larger numbers, and a more solemn 
time. ‘I'wo infidels ventured among 
very sober and respectful attention. 
Our weekly prayer meetings are 
continued, and are better attended 
than they were last year; but our 
Sabbath school has nearly run down. 

The church is now weak in effi- 
ciency and pecuniary ability, as some 


My pecuniary receipts from this 


to only about $130, which, with what 
I receive from your Society, $150, 
will afford but a very scanty support 
for my family. I have been obliged 
to use the strictest. economy, and 
then have hardly, at times, had the 
absolute necessaries of life. But this 
is nothing to the distress I feel of 
seeing the wicked triumph, the cause 


of God trampled on, ‘souls lost, and ||. - 


the unholy conflicts ‘of professors of 
religion helping it on. 

Thus, dear brother, I have™ told: 
you my mournful tale. Itmakes my: 
heart ache. Never have I felt so de-: 
pressed. But the Lord reigns. This 
is a consolation I can sometimes take 
hold of. If you have any advice to 
give, I shall be thankful to receive it. 
Pray for us. 
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From Rev. J. W. Eastman, New- 
. Petersburgh and ener Spring, O. 


INTERESTING CASES OF SERIOUSNESS. 


The seriousness:among my people 


‘is. Increasing. ‘Twelve have been 
|added to the church. About. twenty 
are anxious, some of whom are be- 
‘ginning to hope. 


Of the latter are a 
colored man and. his wife. One of 
the inquirers is a colored boy, who ‘ 
was kidnapped in Virginia, to be car- 


||ried, as was supposed, to Missouri. 


But. through, the efforts of the bene- 
volent he was saved from perpetual 
bondage, and is. now bound to an 
elder in our session. He was almost 
fifteen years old; but at the time of 
his escape from the man who brought 
him into our region, he did not know 


that there was a God, or that he had 


a soul. He now appears in an inte- 
resting state-of mind. 

Most of our young converts and 
inquirers are Sabbath school scholars. 
This is evidence of the value of this 
institution. : 

- Though the Rocky Spring benevo- 
lent congregation are dependant on 
you for assistance, they are not back- 
ward in helping themselves. They 
are this year expending nearly $300 
on their meeting houses. They have 
paid $43 53 to the A. B. C. F. M., 
and $10 for supporting | Benjamin 
Templeton, a colored licentiate of 
our -presbytery, as a Missionary 
within the bounds of the presbytery. 
I have, at the suggestion of our dea- 


| cons, written to your agent, request- 
‘ing him to visit us this winter, and 


to encourage him to hope that $50 
at least may be raised gue us for 
you Hociety. 


MICHIGAN. 
Extracts of Reports. 
' HARD TIMES AND ‘SICKNESS. 


~ I should have reported earlier, but 
God, in his providence, laid me upon 
a bed of painful sickness. It is a 
time of peculiar trial and difficulty 
in this region of bi aaa in money 


\ 
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matters. Your appropriation ($100) 
amounts to:'more-than all I have re- 
ceived from this people for the year 
past. My family is large, consisting 
of seven persons: how I shall get 
along I know not. 

My health for several months has 


been poor, though, with a few-excep- | 


tions, I have preached twice on the 
Sabbath. My family has also been 
affected with illhealth. There seems 
at present little prospect of my being 
able to perform the labor requisite in 


this hard field, or of being sustained 


by the people. The ways of Zion 


mourn; a large number of the con-| 


grégation are confined to their beds 
by sickness ; still no sige is ne- 
Blectet:. 


Tt has been, and still continues to 


be, a very’ sickly time here, in con-| 


sequence of which our meetings have 
not been so full as usual. There 
‘have. been several deaths in the 


neighborhood, and most of them very: 


sudden. Ihave had some sickness 
in my family, and my own health is 


at present very delicate; but I thank 
God I am still able. to attend to my | 


duties. 

I regret being dbliged to say the 
people are very “backward, and [ find 
it hard to get them up to the work. 


I am living in a log cabin six miles' 


distant from them, being obliged to 
give up a house I had taken in the 
village, for want of means to pay the 
rent; and if it were not for the kind- 
ness of your Committee I should 
suffer very much, as the congrega- 
tion have given me but $2 since I 
commenced laboring with them. 
However, the Lord reigneth, and I 
have no doubt he will provide. It 
is an honor to suffer in his glorious 


THE. HOME MISSIONARY. 


161 


oe 


him into darknéss and spiritual conflict, still 


-niore distressing than a privation of temporal 


comforts. One thus unbosoms his sorrows. 
to the Committee. 


A consciousness of my uorehit defi- 
ciencies has caused me much painful 
solicitude. Ihave been led to pon- 

er on the course I have pursued, 
and to reflect with close self-inspec- 
tion on the daysthat are past. With 


‘deep self-loathing and abhorrence I 


have called to mind the thoughtless 
manner in which I first entered the 


ministry, and took upon myself its 


awful responsibilities, and the world- 
liness and want of entire consecra- 
tion to the work, of which I have 
since been cuilty. That blessed text 
in 1 John 1—9, “If we confess,” &e., 
and others of a similar import, fur- — 
nish my only ground of comfort. I 
have most seriously questioned whe- 
ther I was ever “ called of God” to 
the work ; whether I did not “run 
before I was sent.” And I fear that 
I am not now actuated so much by 
the love of Christ, and love to souls, 
as by a regard to temporal benefit. 
I have thought much and prayed 
much on this subject. I have fasted, 
and prayed, and mourned, and con- 


fessed, and ‘from time ‘to time have 


consecrated myself anew to the work. 

In so doing I have had some melting 
seasons before God, and have thought 
I found forgiveness and acceptance 
with him. O that I knew how to 
trust in him with asteady, unwaver- 
ing confidence, and were not so fre- 
quently foiled by the’ tempter! “O 
to grace how great. a debtor, daily 
I’m constrained to be!” Let my 
name be added to the catalogue of 
Lord. for whom you bow before: the 
Lor 


eee 


cause, and I trust, his grace has made} ~ 


me willing to endure it. 


‘SPIRITUAL TRIALS. 


A Missionary’s trials do not all of them 
respect his outward circumstances. 


PENNSYLVANIA, | 
A “ Soldier of the Cross” thus reports his» — 
“YEAR'S CAMPAIGN. 


When I first came I found nolbise 
but waste and desolation. ‘The Uni- 


His|| versalists appeared to occupy the 


peculiar position and temptations often lead |! whole ground ; our church held no 
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_ things for the sake of peace. 


religious ‘meetings ; the Sunday | 


school had ceased, and the library | 
was locked up; and we had to labor | 
hard for every inch of ground we: 
gained. We had to submit to some 
Our 


house of worship was intruded on,! 


and the fundamental doctrines of; 


i. a 


I 


the cross boldly opposed; but we 


minded our course, and insisted’ on 
the atonement by Jesus Christ, and 
faith in him, as the ground of aecep- 


tance with God; and finally they left 


us in the fleld alone, having quitted 
the place, and the influence of pure 
and undefiled religion appears to be 
on the increase. 


We had much difficulty in com- 


~mencing the Sabbath school, which 


now numbers from sixty to seventy 
scholars, with a large library. At 


my other place of labor we have) vision field; and when.told by_his 


| little sister that a part of it wanted | 
| weeding, he wept; but the cause of 
|, his sorrow was soon removed. He 


- great cause of thankfulness to God. 


We have had a revival of religion, 
and on the next Sabbath we shall 


have the communion, when we ex- 
pect twelve willjoin the church. ~-’ 


ead 


From Rev. Joseph Barlow, Salem 
_ and Canaan, Wayne Co., Pa. 


AFFLICTIONS. 


I labored and preached about at 
the school houses, &c. until the win- 
ter, when n 
I bought another; and in a few 
days he came upon me in the stable, 
and almost killed me before I could 
get away from him, and I was-then 


confined at home ‘for about four 
weeks.. IT then commenced, again,| 
riding to Palmyra, Sterling, and 


other places in the south part of this 


county, where we have a few mem-, 


bers and feeble churches, like sheep 
without a shepherd.. One day when 
I returned home [ went to cut a little 
wood, and cut my foot so badly that 
I was again laid up for some time, 
and my life was despaired of; but I 
am able to. walk and to ride with 
ease. Before I could leave my room 


a son of nine years old was taken. 


very sick and died. 
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‘died,'a second son, fourteen years 


3" | 


my. horse failed me.| 


November, 


© 


DEATH OF A YOUTHFUL FRIEND OF HOME 
. MISSIONS. os 


Tn afew days, and before this son 


| old, sickened and died in about three 
weeks—we have good reason to hope 
—in the Lord. For some time pre- 
vious to his death he took a deep in- 
terest in the Home Missionary cause. 
|. He read about the Missionaries with 
“deep concern, and last spring he re- 
quested me to let him have some 
» ground, and he would raise something 
for them. I furnished him ground 
_and seed, and he planted corn, beans, 
onions and: potatoes; and the last 
| day’s work he ever did, was planting 
| potatoes for the Home Missionaries, 


‘and the last thing he asked after rela- 


' tive to this world, was-concerning his 


spent much of his time in prayer | 
during his sickness, and the Lord 
heard him ; his fears were dispersed, 
and joy filled his mind. He said he 
wished to live only that he might tell 
his class-mates in the Bible class 
what God had done for him, but he 
knew that to die was gain. Thus he 
has left his small field, which he 
planted with so much interest, to be 
gathered, and the profits sent in, by 
other hands. - | | 

A daughter of eighteen was also 
brought very low at the same time, 
and is now very feeble. Thus you 
see I have had something to try my 
faith and patience, and though I can- 
not but feel very deeply as a parent . 
in my losses, yet I have great cause 
for joy; for while God has taken two 
of my children to heaven, I have 
good reason to hope that I have two 
daughters who have been brought 
into the kingdom of Christ, and my 
affliction appéars to have been made 
a general blessing to the neighbor- 
‘hood. For nearly the whole year I 
/have been praying that God would 
work in some effectual: way, and if 
this be the way he has appointed to 
try my resignation, and convert men 
to himself, I would say, ‘‘ Even so, 
Father, for so it seemeth good in thy 
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sight;” though at some times’ I 


feel as if I ‘het sorrow eee Lika 
| gation usually exceeded two hun- 


Ne - 4 
A .. 
eae 


LOWER CANADA. 
Aprbrh Rev. A. J. Parker, Ship 
“ “ton, DB. C. 


During the first | six months our: 


community. have been’ recovering 
from the agitation ‘which the “ bor- 
der difficulties” had excited, and for 
a month or two past these have 
troubled us but little. Regular wor- 
ship has been maintained among us 
every Sabbath, although the state 
of my health forbade my preaching 
as much as I had~formerly -done. 
Repeatedly during the first quarter 
Iwas obliged to refrain from preach- 
ing more than one sermon on the || 


Sabbath, but always: conducted the. 


other parts. of worship. 

_ At the end of the third quarter of 
the year, a kind Providence directed 
Rev. E. Cleaveland to us on a visit. 


He came disengaged, and.was in-|, 


duced, with such compensation as we 
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quarter’ His labors were well direct-. 


ed and well received. The congre- 


dred, and were very attentive to the 
word preached. 
I now find my health considerably 


| improved in consequence of the re- 


lief, and the church and society ap- 
pear as much united, and as much 


| attached to the. jnstitutions of reli- 


gion, as we have ever seen them. 


of a little more vigorous state of 
Christian feeling, and Christian ac- 
tion, than we had witnessed for some 
time past. 

“We have evidence that two or 
three persons have been brought into 
the liberty of the children of God, 
and wwo-or three others have con- 
fessed Christ, whom they think they 
had before loved. Five are propound- 
ed for admission to our church at the 
next sacramental occasion. Our 
Sabbath school is decidedly in. an 
improved state, and its numbers in- 
creasing. Thus the good hand of 
our God is upon us. 

The churches and ministering ve. 
thren around us, feel rather encou- 


could render, to Supply, us for ihe last ' raged by the signs of the times. 


Yv 


Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S., from pas 15th 
to October Lith, 1838. 


Peaailanind. 


S. G. Spees, Tenth Presb. Church, New-York. 
Luke De Witt, Big Bottom, O. 

H. R. Howe, Huntington and Raccoon, O. 
E. Bascom, Jackson, O. 

Royal West, Walworth, N. Y. 

Ward Childs, Strvkersville, N. ¥. 

S. W. Raymond, Union Springs, N. ¥. 
W.J. Wilcox, Portland, N. Y, 

E. Wollage, Pultney, N. Y. 

J. T. Baldwin, Weathersfield and mgd N. Y. 
Rev. S. Chaffee, Virgil, N. Y. 

Rev. P. K. Williams, Baldwinsville, N. Y. 

Rey: * poe Bowles, McDonough and Pharsalia, 


Rev. Mi P. Clark, Potton, L. C. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


- Courtney Smith, Warren co., N. Y. 
.S. Haynes, Perry Village, N.Y. > 
. Joseph Butler, W abash and Shiloh Churches, 


oH L. Watson, Tl. 


Not in Commission last year. 


. C. W. Gurney, Coldwater, Mich. — 
. B. Ladd, Parma Center, N. Y. 
. Russell Whiting, Elba,:N, Y. 
. L. A. Skinner, Darien, N.Y. |, 
A. E. Lathrop, South Mare -ellus, N. Y 
. W. B. Tompkins. Lebanon, N. Y. 
;, L. Johnson, Hoesick Falls, N. Y. 
A. G. T aylor, Cherokee Country, Ga. 
~L.M.S Beith, Waterloo and PeaAineay 0 Mim 


T 


The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums, from September 15th to October 15th, 1838. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Antrim, Religious Char. Soc., by F. N. 


- Fisk, Esq., Tr. 20 00 
Jaffrey, Elizabeth Howe, dec., by do. ~ 200 00 
Milford, Sabbath School, by do., 16 00 


Wilton, Female Friend, to constitute 


Rev. William Richardson a Life 


_. Member, -30 00 
MASSACHUSETTS— 
Missionary Society, 50 00 
CONNECTICUT— : 
Bethlehem, Cong. Soc. to const. Rev. 
Fosdic Harrison a L. M. 30 00 


Our prayer meetings furnish evidence | 


ee. 


ffx 


Smithfield, Fem. Beney. Soc., in full to 
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Stonington, First Ch. and Soc. Ladies 
tu const. Rev. Nehemiah B. Cook a 


Ls My 625 “30 00 
NEW-YORK—. ‘ afi 
Elizabethtown, Deac. Brown, by Rey. » ay 
J.’ Fisk, 1 00 
Elmira, 8. Benjamin, ‘103: 50 
Essex and Willsborough, by Rev. C, i, 
B. Cady, aoa 5 00 
Newburgh, Master Eli Corwin, collected v 
among his juvenile friends, 6 00 
' New-York City, viz: ie 
* Bowery and Pearl-st. Chs., Mon. Con.. 
. Coll, by H. Aikman, 3 16 33 
Mercer-st. Church, Mom. Con. Coll., by 
T.S. Nelson, — rs, Cae 32 00 
Second Avenue Church, savings of a 
__ Female Member, Bea: (iy aes ie 5 00 
Painted Post, Fem. H. M. S., by Mrs. C. é 
Pgh a 2 lee Dai ae 8 63 
_ Perry, L. B. Parsons, 3 10 00 


Preston, Aux., by Rev. H. Dyer, . 
Shelter Island, Deac. Douglass, 


const. Rey. Dana Goodsell of Plain- 


co, Shield, Masa aL. Doyo 4 | 20 00 
‘Troy, Eliphalet Wickes, Esq., 150 00 


_ First Presb. Church, Henry R. Hubbell, 
pp rcndies eect Rev. Mark Hopkins, 
_» D. D., Pres. of Williams’ College, 
_ - Mass. and Daniel N. Dewey, Esq., of 
_ Williamstown, Mass., Life Members, 
Second Presb. Ch., by C. Lyman, Tr., 835 00 
TENNESSEE *: 
Friend, s 507 80 
OHIO— F r ' ‘ r 
“Weymouth, Ch., by Rev. J. W. Goodell, 11 25 
INDIANA~— * 
Fort Wayne, a Widow, by Rev. A. T. 


Rankin, 
HOME MISSIONARY, 


100 00 


$1,493 70.) 


K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 


Rev. Gideon N. Judd, acknowledges the receipt of 


the following sums from the field of the Phila- 
delphia Agency, from September 15th to October 
15th, 1838, + 


NEW-JERSEY— 
- Morristown, Presb. Ch, Frag. Soc., Miss 
Margaret Jonés, Tr., 101; Fem. Sew. 


~ Soe. of Washington Valley, in addi- 


tion to 30 37 last year, and in part to 
- const. Rev. O. L. Kirtland a L. D., 36; 
Mrs. -C. B. Arden, 100; Lewis Mills, 
5; J. C. Whitehead, 5; Jabez Mills, 
5; J. B. Jones, 1; David Day, 2; 
Silas Johnson, 5; Edward Condit, 5; 
Silas Condit, 5; James Wood, 10; J. 
F. ‘Voorhees, 5; Ws M. Lindsley, 1s 
James Burnet, 5; Mrs. Cobb, 2; Miss 
E. Conckling, 1; Miss Schenck, 1; . 
Miss Mary Warren, 2 25';° Coll. by 
Rev, 0. L. Kirtland, 21 39, at 
Shrewsbury Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. W. 
Woodward, 24 50; Relinquished by 
Mr. W., 13 00, 
PENNSYLVAN[A— 
_ Middletown, John S. Birchard, 


318 64 


37 50 
5 00 


_————_—_- 


a ; $361 14 
Rev. John A, Murray, Agent of the Western 
Agency at Geneva, N. Yi, acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of the following sums from June 12th to 
July 12th, 1838. 
Adams’ Basin,’ 
Albion, 


ay 
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Aldenis)) Sieh - is 6 49500 
Auburn, a Member of the First Presb.Ch., 

‘to const. Rev. Sheldon’ Dibble, of the 

Sandwich Island Mission, a L. M., 50 00 
Batavia,’ 5 12 
Bristol, - 25 
East Bloomfield, 78 00 
Cayuga Bridge, j 11.00 
Centerfield, by Rev. Mr. Leslie, 12 50 
Chapiusville, tie 32 66° 
Clarkson, Ladies’ Soc.,° 7 00 
Geneva, rel Ne fre 1 00 
Henrietta, Cong’l. Ch., 27.25; Ladies? 

Miss. Suc., 5; Children of Maternal As-° .. 

sociation, 0175, at ee a," 33 00. 
Hopewell; Ladies’ Soe. : 17 00 
Howard, = 4 bay 5 00 

|| Ithaca, Ansel St. John, Esq:, to make Mrs. ; 

‘Mary M. St. John, Mrs. Elvira Kimball, 

and Mrs. Mary E. Kimball, Life Mem-. 

bers, 100; Daniel Bates, Esq., 100 ; Mrs. 

Sarah Miller, 50; Coll. in part, 21, 271 00 
Jasper, part of gold beads sold, ; 1 00 
Livonia, Evan. Soc, 10; B. Coy, 3;. ; 

Others, 8 25, ‘icngiies cvs - 21 25 
Lockport, John Gooding, 7; Ladies, 11 58, 18 58 

»Miliport, 2 : 5°00 
|) North Penfield, Ladies’ H. M. S.,, yo 
Ogden, Charles, Church and Family, 50; « 

Ladies, 28 47; Others 11 12,. - 87 59 
Ovid, ene eae he Ra hr SaeOy 
Pen Yan, Mrs. Harriet Stewart, to const. . 

‘Mrs. Ovid Miner a L. M., 30; Others, 4, 34 00 
Perrinton, Rev. Geo. Freeman, 2 50 
Ridgeway, Wm. Knowles, _ ; ~ 800 
Silver Creek, by a Lady, to.const. Rey. O. da, 

C. Beardsley'aL.M., | _ 30 00 
Sodus, Ladies’ H. M.8., ° 8 00 


Sweden, Ladies’ Soc., | ‘ - 10 00 

Tramansburgh, Joel Hutton, 10; Cash, 10 09, 20 09 

Union Springs, ee . 9 00 

Victor, " 

Waterloo, Russel Elliott, deac., to const. 
his father, Jacob Elliott, and his: mother, 
Mehetabel Elliott, Life Directors, . 200 00 


— $1,112. 37 


ee 


Utica, N. Y., acknowledges. the receipt of the 
following sums from July 13th to October Ith, 
1838. 7 ' 


Binghamton, by Mr. Whiting, 16.75 
Bridgewater, 15 Ov 
-Camden, . ' is 27°77 
Cortland Village, 13 00 
Fairfield, — 15 00 
Kingsborough, in part, ' 55 90 
Kirkland, Penny Coll. Fem. Benev. Soc., 

Almira Thompson,-Treas., 2 33 
Lebanon, 33 00 
Lowville, 9 00 
Martinsburgh, 7 37 
‘Manlius, 7 00 
Morristewn, ~ . 18°75 
Orville, by Esq. Eager, 11 75 
Peterboro, , ' 15 00 
Salisbury, Wm. Burrell, 10 00 
South Granville, by Deac. Patrick, 6 60 
‘Trenton, by Rev. D. J. Weeks, 25.00 : 
Virgil, by Rev. S. Chaffee, 25 00 
West Granville, Fem. D. M. 8., Mrs. Oli- 

phant, Tr., 15 38; Gent. 12 25, 27 63 
Whitehall, 63.75; East Parish, 30,, 93 %5 
Winfield, in part, . 10 By 

2 50 


Friend, by Rev. R. Robinson, 
$447 50 


49 45 


Rev. A. Orane, Agent of the Central Agency at. 


~ 
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SKETCHES OF REAL’ CHAR ACTERS, CONVERS ATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
. 
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CHIEFLY BY 


SICK BED CONTRASTS. 
[Furnished by a Missionary.] 


The wicked is driven away in his 
wickedness ; 
hope in his death. 


On Monday morning, ‘in the 
Spring of the present year, I arose 
with the purpose of visiting a neigh- 
bor, whom I knew :to be sick,’and 
probably on his dying bed. I was 
aware that opposition would be made 
to the object of my visit, as he and 
his friends were leading Universal- 
ists in the place. Having asked 
counsel of God, I hastened to the 
house determined to embrace any 


‘opportunity that might present itself; 


to converse and pray with the dying 
man. As I approached his bed, I 
found a pious brother, of the Metho- 
dist church, actuated by similar mo- 
tives, had preceded. me, and was en- 
deavoring to gain a hearing for the], 
claims of divine truth. I listened with 
deep interest while he made his ap-| 
peal. A brother of the sick man, 
standing at the head of the bed, and 
another. attendant, both of whom 
were bold Universalists, endeavored 
to interrupt the conversation. They}, 
said it would hurt the sick man to 
talk to him about Christ; but my). 
faithful friend persevered; he said 
he had been sick himself, and it never 
hurt him, and he never knew it hurt) 


others to tell them of Jesus and the | 


true way of life through his blood, 
even though very feeble. He warn- 
ed the patient of his danger, and ex- 
horted him to. repent of sin, and take 
refuge in the Saviour; 


but the Rissa hath}, 


{ies full approbation to the faithful 


iness of my brother, and to confirm 
ithe truth he had- declared. The 
attendants declared~some that it. 


that he would not underste or re- 
member what. was said to him; .and-~ 


,he himself declared. that he was mi 


afraid to die. But I. felt that I had 

a duty to do to.my dying aatehber; 

I had come expressly to talk to and. 
pray for him. Accordingly, I en- 
deavored to impress upon his mind 
the necessity of immediate prepara- 
tion to appear before the bar of God, 
and the awful consequences of dying 
without hope. The same objections 


the attendants—they, said the sick 
‘man could not bear the conversation 


afraid to die. I replied, that I con- 


‘sidered it a hard case, that I should © 


not be allowed to converse with him, 
When they were well they would 
not hear; and. when they were sick 
their friends would not allow them 
to be spoken to on the subject. If 
they would not allow me to address 
the sick man, theirs must be the re- 
sponsibility, and I must leave them ; 
but it was a trying case. I retired 
\with a heavy heart, at the thought of 
‘the wickedness of the human, heart, 
and sorrow for the condition of m 
dying neighbor. I saw him no nomen 
in one week he died. 

A few days after this, one of the 
‘brethren in our church, whose word 
‘may be relied on, told me that the 
night. he watched with that man— 
‘three nights before his death—was the 


| 


After he had| most dreadful one. he ever knew, 


concluded, I felt it my duty to testify The oaths and curses that proceeded 


VOlw XI. 


would injure the sick ‘man—others. 


and murmurs were heard again from . 


——that it was needless, he was not. 


~ 


7 coal 


- ae x 


; * F r 
166 THE PASTOR'S J OURNAL = November, 


/ 


from the mouth of the sick man, were 
appalling, Sometimes, when  par- 
tially awake, he would say ‘black 
Sam has been after me all night.” 
He. sometimes would strike back- 
wards with his hand, and say “I 
wont go——it isd—— bad to goto such 
a place!” This wasoften heard from 
him during the night. Though he 
was kind as a neighbor, yet, I am 
told, when angry, he used profane 
language, and was evidently a man 
that lived without prayer, and even 
made a mock of religion... Thus he. 
lived, and thus apparently he died. 


¢ 


lay. It was good to see the image of 
Christ--to look upon one who so 
clearly bore the resemblance of the 
meek and holy Saviour. It was easy 
and sweet to bend with the’ sympa- 
thizing husband by her bed-side, and: — 
ask for the presence of the Comforter,. 
The thankfulness she expressed for 
the visit of an ambassador of Christ, 
Was great, and showed her sense of 
the preciousness. of the religion of . 
the Bible in that hour of Sia as 

_ As I went from. that house of joy- 
‘ful grief, I passed by the dwelling of 
|/a“ worldly-wise man.” He expressed 
pity for the dreadful situation of our 
Christian sister, I thought within . 
myself, I would far prefer her situa- 
tion to his, seeing that his. portion 
lay below, while her present light 
afflictions, which were but for a mo- 
ment, were evidently working out 
for her ‘a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. ae 


But let me relate a different scene. 
Ina town where I labor half the time, 
; ‘T noticed for a number of Sabbaths. 
that one of the families of my flock 
_ were absent from the house of God. 
On inquiry I fonnd that the wife was 
affected with a disease of a most pain- 
ful and desperate character. Lre- 
paired to the house to sympathize 
with the sufferer. When I entered || - PR ie 3 FON 
and approached the bed-side, she | sinners convicTED By MEANS OF THEIR 
clasped my hand and said, “Iam . OWN DEPRAVITY.* | 
glad to see you; I want you to talk | 
about Jesus, and to pray with me.” 
I found that her disease had been for 
a considerable time lingering in her 
frame, but now it had come upon her 
with terrific vigor. She lay on a bed 
of anguish, and probably on the bed 
of death, yet her eye was fixed on 
him whose sovereign wisdom gives 
direction to diseases, and doth all 
things well. She appeared like one 
almost home—like one, who long 
_ tossed on the boisterous ocean of life, 
had at length come in sight of the 
port, and with Christ as her pilot, was 
rapidly nearing her final rest. She 
was willing to give up all to him, to 
lie sweetly in his hands. She said’ 
' that she felt him ‘to be good—good 
even in sending affliction upon: her. 
Her very countenance. seemed to 
spéak' forth heavenly joy, and her 
peace was like a river—-its ric¢h- 
ness, its fulness could not be describ- 
ed. It was good to linger in her 
chamber, to be where her pious hus- 
band was doing all he could to alle’ 
viate her sufferings, and see the ope- 
rations of her gracious spirit in the 
trying cireumstanees in which she 


It not unfrequently happens -that 
/persons of moral deportment, who 
have received a religious education, 
are slow to yield a practical assent to 
the doctrine of total depravity.. Hav- 
ing been restrained by surrounding 
circumstances, and a well ‘trained 
conscience, from the commission of 
glaring crimes, they think their hearts 
are too good—that it is not in their na- 
ture to do such evil things or indulge 
such wicked passions as many others » 
do. But sometimes God opens the 
eyesof such persons, and givesthem a 
view of what isin them. He leaves ~ 
them to act out their nature, so that 
they can no longer doubt their de- 
pravity. Thus they are convicted 
by their own sins. I will mention 
two or three instances that have 
occurred. under my observation 
A youth, the son of religious pa- 
rents, had for a long time appeared to 
be almost a Christian, but still en- 
joyed no steady hope: He abounded 
in religious duties, and was ready to. 
say “ what lack I yet?” and though 
theoretically orthodox, yet he could: 
not believe that in his own case, = 


oe. » . 
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there, was, or had ever: been since’ 
his remembrance, any opposition to: 
the character and law of God. Hence: 
he concluded that regeneration had’ 
taken place i in his soul at avery early| 
period in life. Still he was not con-| 


scious of peace—there was at times |' 


a fearful: misgiving as to the sound | 
ness.of his hope. 

At length there was a Sekival of re-. 
ligion in the congregation to which he. 
belonged, and several young persons, 
of about the same age with himself 
were hopefully born, again, and ex-| 
pressed great comfort in religion. It, 
was now for the first.time that he be? 
came conscious of opposition to God:! 
for his/heart was-stirred up to: enmity 
because persons whom he regarded 
as far less diligent than himself in. 
seeking salvation, and who had even | 
been long given to the follies and} 
vices of youth, were brought into the 
liberty of the Gospel and filled with | 
its joys, while-he was left unblessed. | 
Here, for the first time in all his. 
course of reading, praying and me-| 
ditating, he felt the. consciousness of, 
a wicked and rebellious heart. He: 
was so well informed in religious: 
matters, as at once to understand the 
symptoms of his case; and hastened, 
as it is believed, to throw down the 
weapons of rebellion, and soon found 
the peace which he had sO long’ 
sought in vain. 

A similar example was afforded by 
a man in middle life. For a long, 
time he was in a state of doubt as to, 
his standing before God. He had not. 
that consciousness of love to the Sa- 
_vior, which gives a clear hope; nor 
had he those feelings of hostility | 
which he supposed were character- | 
istic of the unregenerate. 
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view that he had ever caught of his 
own ‘moral image. His sins had 


found him out—he was.a sinner con-' 


victed by the workings of his own 
sinfulness... I trust he was brought 
to repentance. . 

Another instance, is that of a wo- 
man of modest «and correct deport- 


| ment, remarkable for her equanimity 


and sweetness of manner. She sta- 
ted as the first conception she ever 
formed of the strength of sin within 
her, that on a certain occasion she 
received, as she supposed, a grevious 
wrong from another woman. She 


was so taken by surprise, that her’. 


usual sense of propriety and guarded 
manner deserted her, and she be- 
came enraged to the highest degree, 


and indulged in language not only — 
Ino 


indecorous, but even profane. 
reflecting on this seene, she was 
overwhelmed with the discovery 
which it gave her of her own heart, 


and she was convinced, that should: 
she be exposed to temptation, and. 


the restraints of God’s providence 
and spirit be removed, her evil nature 
would be ready for anysin. 

‘Thus itis frequently the case that 
‘the Holy Spirit conviets men of sin 
by arresting them in the very act, 
and turning the eye upon the sinful 
emotion while it is flitting through 
the soul. 


? 


“WILL HE ALWAYS CALL UPON Gop? 


This searching. interrogatory is» 


put by inspiration respecting the hy- 
pocrite. He may make great attain- 
ments in almost every semblance of 


While in| Christian character, but will he be 


this state of mind, he heard a Chris-| like the true convert. in perseve- 


tian dilating on the joys of salvation, | 
the glory of ( Christ, and the prospect of 
his triumph overthe earth. The con-| 
trast between the speaker’s state of, 
mind and his own, was such as to fill 
him with rage against God who made, 
them to differ. He felt the most de-| 
cided hatred of Christians, and the 
kingdom of Christ. Of course, all’ 
doubt now fled ; the rebel stood forth, 

naked and confessed in all his de- 
formity. 


ring consciensciouslytodisehargehis 


closet duties ? 


wil} he always call 
upon God? 


I would not decide that no self- es | 


ceiver will persevere in the perform- 
ance of secret prayer till the end of 
life. Life, in some cases of this kind, 


|may terminate before the impulses | 


under which the deluded soul acts, 
have spent their force. And there 
may be external circumstances that 


He shuddered at this first|| keep conscience awake, and will 
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the apparent necessity that was im- 
| posed upon him, to be irregular in his 
devotional habits. But still, he can- 
didly acknowledged that he did not 
‘find delight in secret duties, even 
when -he performed them. T Jost ° 
sight of him. for five-or six years, 
and then met him accidentally at an 
inn. He then acknowledged that he 
had long since givén up his hope, 
and. was. persuaded he never had 
Western New-York was visited with known any thing of genuine Chris- 
arevival. As the fruits of it, many |] tian ‘experience. The next I heard 
persons in the morning of life Joined | of him was, that he was an abandon- 
themselves to the visible church. || ed follower of strong. drinks wef 
Among these - were several young || C. was very ignorant, the son of 
men ‘who met weekly for prayer, || low and vicious parents. His ap- 
either in some retired room, or amid | pearance ‘among the converts was a 
the deep shades of a grove, It is dis- strange thing, and- almost without 
tinctly remembered that several of | any other evidence, it was.taken for 
these persons, after a short time, be-| granted that he must be a genuine: 
came remiss in their-attendance, and: disciple... But it was not long. till 
when present, exhibited a degree of|/he returned to the paths which he | 
formality and’ heartlessness in their had apparently forsaken. On being 
devotional exercises, that sometimes expostulated. with by one who had 
called forth the private fraternal re-|| felt much interest in his case, he said - 
proof. Their course in subsequent | that he felt: an inexpressible uneasi- 
life has proved: that they have not] ness in attempting secret prayer, that 
“always.called upon God.” || he got_no comfort in it, and found. 

A. was designated: by the fond that he enjoyed himself better tobe a 
wishes of his pastor and. Christian thorough worldling, than half a» 
friends to bea minister of the Gos- ‘Christian. 22 SRE RE: PT Me HA 
pel. For this end he was favored |. Other examples might be adduced. 
with advantages for acquiring an |) were they necessary. These are 
education. Amid the incitements to given to admonish all, especially such | 
ambition furnished by a popular col-|las are in the early part of their 
lege, the test which we have named Christian course, to beware of cold- 
was most effectually applied. A. re- ness in the closet. If it has already 
turned from the ordeal an altered begun its palsying influence on the 
man. Hehad no taste for religious | soul, it should be regarded asasymp- | 
services; his friends saw with pain | tom-of most alarming character... It 
that he had lost the gift of prayer| should awaken deep concern and 
which once had given such pleasing || thorough repentance, and drive: the 
assurance of devotional feelings and unhappy individual to the cross of 
habits; and'as much as possible, he Christ, to seek afresh for pardon, and. 
appeared to shun religious assem-| the evidence of acceptance through. 
blies and private Christians. - Gradu-|his blood. HY SAPO Sab pe th a > 
ally he withdrew from the associa- || 3 
tions of the pious ; and, ina distant 
state; is now pursuing the world with 
anavidity which seems to prove that 
he has long since ceased 'to call upon 
Godiii &f! 15 ame . 

‘B., another of the company, was a 
mechanic, and placed in circumstan- 
ces:not very favorable’ to’ growth in 
grace. His temptations:were nume-'|| 
rous, and:-he seemed:to mourn) over 


not Jet even: the» hypocrite rest | 
prayerless. But ordinarily it is not 
so. Qn the contrary, I never knew 
an apostate, or one who having long 
cherished the hope of conversion,: 
relinquished it at last, who would. not 
_ confess that he early lost.his imagi-~ 
nary relish for prayer, and discon-. 
tinued it long before he forsook the} 
path of piety in other respects. ~ 

“Nineteen years ago, a village in’ 


y 


TO-MORROW. . 


To-morrow you will live, you always cry; 
In what far country does this morrow lie, 
That.’tis so mighty long ere it arrive 2 
Beyond the Indies does this morrow live ? 


"Tis so far fetched, this morrow, that I fear ~ 

*T will be both very old and very dear. | 
To-morrow I will live, the fool doth say ; 

' To-day itself’stoo late ; thie wise lived yesterday! 
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Preacu the Gosprer... 


\ 


. Mark xvi. 15. 


Go, 
How shall they preacu, except they be sent?... Rom. x. 15. 
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Our Cowrrtry. 


HOW SHALL THE GOSPEL VICTORY OVER|! preciate these interests. 


THE EARTH BE ACHIEVED ? 


[From the Twentieth Annual Report of the Ver 
mont: D. M. Soeiety.] : 


Att. who: have been savingly taught of 


To what nation, 
then, can the church turn her attention and 
‘direct'her efforts, with the hope thereby to 
‘Secure such laborers mest abundantly and 
‘most speedily? Most assuredly to that na- 
tion which has made the farthest advance 


God, admit that the one grand work of the in the promotion of these interests. 


Church of Christ: on earth is that of securing 


the blessings of the Gospel:to every nation 
_ and tribe of men. 
der obligations‘to perform this work at all, 


And if-the church is un- 


‘h * _ she is equally bound to accomplish it in the 


ad _ shortest possible time. 
3, For this: great and benevolent enterprise 


a ofthe: church, a very large addition of quali- 


| fied lab 


orers and consecrated property is in- 
dispensable. Now a: question of prime im- 
portance is, where and how can the church 
secure this increase of agents and money to 
send forth in the prosecution of her high and 
holy work ? 
efforts with the hope of securing this supply 
im the shortest time? Wherever that field 


__ is, there surely she is:called upon at the pre- 


a 


sent time to concentrate her energies. 
Whatever can he done to furnish this sup- 
ply the most speedily and in the greatest 
abundance, should be done now by every 
friend of God. and man, and be done with all 
his might, Where is that field ? 


That’ nation is the United States.. Qur. 
own country is the field, of all others, which | 
| presents the brightest prospects of speedily. 
‘mcreasing all that instrumentality by which 
| God will convert the nations to himself.. 
The population of this country have expe- 
rienced the benign influence of the Gospel 


| . 
on all these interests to a greater degree than: 
-any. other.. 


And can there be a doubt that 
individuals enjoying such advantages, when 
truly born of God, are more speedily and 
more fully qualified to carry the Gospel with — 


all its blessings to their fellow men, than 


Where can she expend her || those converted under less favorable circum- 


stances ? 

For illustration, suppose the entire popula- 
tion of France were this day converted unto 
God. And suppose that, at the same time, 
God the Spirit should regenerate every soul 
in these United States. Here then are two 
nations of Christians. The depth of piety, 


the sincere devotedness to the cause of — 


Christ is the same in both. But are these 


The Gospel, in order to achieve its hap~||two nations now, in proportion to their 


piest victories on earth, must promote to'|| wealth, their population and their influence, 
the highest degree practicable the social, || equally qualified to carry the Gospel with 
civil, intellectual and spiritual interest of || all its blessings to other nations? Has not 
man. And those who areemployed directly || that nation which for two generations has 
as agents in this work among the nations, || understood and enjoyed the blessings of free 
in order to prosecute the enterprise to the || institutions, and for two hundred years has 
best advantage, must be those who most || been trained under the gospel principles of 


eorrectly understand and the most ye 7 civil ant religious liberty, and has iahacante 
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a system of common education which has 
shed its light upon every one of her sons and 
daughters, greatly, the advantage? Con- 
verting grace does not at once raise its sub- 
jects all to an equal elevation of civil, social, | 
and intellectual blessings. 
of time and money must yet be expended 
before Christian France would be as duly 
qualified to engage in the work of carrying 
all the blessings of the Gospel to the heathen 
a8 would now be Christian United States. 
And should a comparison be instituted be- 
tween this and any other nation, the result, 
though possibly not in as great a degree, | 
would still be in our favor. So far then as | 
the raising up of am army of well qualified 
Missionaries for the great field, is concerned, 
efforts may be the most advantageously 
made in our own land. 
And howis it as it respects securing, the 
most speedily, the pecuniary means to ac- 
eomplish the great work of the Church? In 
this nation, property is more equally distri- 
buted than in any other in christendom. 
Now on the supposition that the church, by 
her efforts and instrumentality, could secure 
the conversion of every individual in one na- 
tion, to what nation should she direct these 
efforts in orderthereby to secure the greatest | 
amount of pecuniary means for her holy en- 
terprise? To answer this question, suppose 
that here are twenty: Christians: without pro- 
perty, or with. equal possessions. Now in 
what way would you commit to them 
$20,000 so. as to. have it: bring the largest 
amount to thetreasury of the Lord? Would 
you bestow it all upom one-or two, or would 
you divide it equally among the whole? Al- 
lowing their piety, their prudence and their 
skill in secular affairs to.be equal, the latter 
would undoubtedly be the wisest course. 
‘The Treasurer's book of every benevolent 
i j a 
society will tell us so. Every subscription 
_ paper for charitable objects will tell us so. 
And what is true in the case of twenty 
Christians, is true of ten or twenty millions. 
From the rich Christian's possessions the 
treasury of the Lord does not receive as 
large a proportion, as from the possessions 
of the Christian of more limited means. 
That there are individual exceptions we most 
‘cheerfully allow ; but in general the declara- 


TE HOME MISSIONARY, 


A large amount | 


‘tion is. undeniably true. That nation, then, 


in .which .property is the mest equally dis. | 
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E 2 
tributed, may confidently be expected, when 
converted to God, to bring to the direct 
work of evangelizing the nations a greater 


proportion of her property than another. 


As it regards, then, a speedy supply of the 
best qualified Missionaries, and of money 
for carryingon the work of the church, no 
field of effort promises so much as the 
United States. 

Can the church, in her plans of operation, 


‘overlook these indications of Providence, 


these facilities furnished by this nation, and 
be guiltless? How will she answer it to the 


‘hundreds of millions sitting in the region 


and shadow of death, and without the Gos- 
pel, soon to be beyond the reach of hope— 
how settle the account with her own con- 


“science—how plead innocent to her divine 


Lord, if she neglect or fail to occupy this 
vantage ground? Here are men and money 
so situated in the Providence of God as to 
be brought the most speedily and the most 
fully into the service of the church. The 
friends of Zion are surely called upon, 2s 
they are bound to preach the Gospel to every 
creature, and as they desire the speedy com- 
ing of that day in which Jesus shall reign 


universally on earth, to concentrate their ; 


efforts in fitting the millions of this republic 
to be co-workers together with God. 
_Howis thisto be done? ‘ Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” ‘We would ‘desire ever to keep in 
mind and continually to feel most deeply, this _ 
truth. Yet it is as true thatinfinite Wisdom 
has selected the instrumentality by which 
the Spirit of the Lord will effect this. “It 
has pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe.” Under the 
stated and faithful preaching of the Gospel, 
itis that the Holy Ghost converts men, and 
briags: them into the vineyard of the Lord- 
The same means which God will employ to 
convert any other nation, he will use to con- 
vert this. Before this nation, then, shall 
pour forth her streams to fertilize and bless 


.the earth, a great work must be done. The 


institutions of religion must be established 
and sustained every where, so that every 
mind shall be brought within its sanctifying 
influenee. . Every waste place must be culti- 
vated. Every church of Christ wisely lo- 
cated must be supplied with a pastor. The 
Gospel, statedly and faithfully preached, 


1838, . 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. 


171 


must be brought within the reach of every {| one who loves his Sciitry, or pretends to the 


one. 

This is the great object of Home Missions. 
This department of Christian effort has al- 
ready contributed much to this desired result 
in every state and territory of our republic. 
A great work, similar in kind to this, prose- 
cuted by every Domestic Missionary So- 
ciety, must be carried forward to a glorious 
completion. This will not be done by indi- 
vidual, but by associated effort. And what 
organization can be devised better adapted 
to the enterprise, more in accordance with 
our republican education, or more in ha* 
mony with the principles and spirit of the 
Gospel, than the A. H. M. Society, and its 
numerous auxiliaries? 

Until some better, mere scriptural, more 
successful method can be devised, let every 


Mp iliary 


VERMONT D. M. SOCIETY. 


| 


This Society held its Anniversary at Ver-. | 
gennes, Vt., on the 1ith September last. | 
After a tabular view of the churches aided, 
&c., and a brief notice of each, the Report || 
proceeds :— 


The foregoing condensed state- 
ment of the result of missionary la- 
bor, presents a view of your field 
mingled very much with light and 
shade. The Board have aided in 
sustaining the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion on 53 distinct missionary fields. 
In two of these, churches have been 
formed during the year. In each of| 


the fields, with tivo exceptions, aij 


chureh of our denomination now! 
exists. There havebeen under your 
commission, during all or a part of} 
the year, 43 Missionaries, who have 
performed services which in the ag- 
gregate amountto 29 years. Of these 
Missionaries, 32 ‘were in commission 
at the close of the year, andall, with 
two or three exceptions, are expected 
to continue in your service. During 
the year six of the Missionaries have 
become each the pastor of the church 
to which he ministers. The whole 
number of missionary pastors at the 
clese of the year was 16, and the 


Spirit of the Son of God, give his steady, 
regular, and liberal support to this cause 
while he liyes, or until this nation shall be- 
come, not in name only, but in spirit and in 
influence, a Christian nation. Then will 
our free institutions be placed on a founda- 
tion which all the powers of earth and hell 
can never shake—then will the millions of 
immortal souls, living upon our favored soil, 
be redeemed unto God, and made meet for 
heaven—and, more than all, then will the 
nations of the earth be favored with the ex- 
ample of one great and happy republic con- 
trolled in her civil and ecclesiastical organi- 
zations by the power of the Gospel, and the 


‘church be furnished with men and money 


to carry the blessings of salvation to every 
creature under heaven. 


Sotteties, 


same number of ‘stated yniiohbit 
There have beén dismissed within 
the year three pastors, two of whom 
have left the state. -Of the stated 
supplies, nine have closed their con- 
nexion with the Society, four are 
connected with churches in the state 
‘receiving no aid, and thtee have left 
the state. Of the Missionaries under 
‘your commission at the close of the 
year, eleven have come into the state 
or have been licensed in it during the 
year. The whole number added to 
the churches supplied by your Mis- 
sionaries this year is 203, of whom 
72 were received by letter, and 131 
on profession of their faith. 

During the latter part of last win- 
ter, the apparent interest on the sub- 
ject of religion was more deep and 
promising throughout your field” 
generally, than has been the fact be- 
fore since 1831. A greater or less 
number in nearly every aided church, 
were influenced to greater’ activity 
and a higher degree of spirituality 
than usual. Nearly every report for 
the quarter ending Ist March ex- 
pressed, more or less strongly, the 
expectation that the Lord was about 


to visit his vineyard with showers of 


divine grace. Nor were these expect- 
ations wholly disappointed. Many 


- measure.of their guilt. It is not for 


- » . ; at 
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wf ‘the churches have been:-revived, around them with choice religious 
purified aud spiritually strengthened. | books, at a moderate expense, are 
Tn several instances very serious and |:more and more obvious every year. 
protracted difficulties in the church | Your Missionaries who have engaged 
chave been settled, discipline revived, | in this work successfully, have found 
and incorrigible offenders excommv- | occasion to rejoice over the fruits of 
nicated. The number of conversions | their labors. The “A. LT. Society at 
and additions from the world is un-||Boston-have offered to furnish each 
usually small. In six or seven in-|of ‘your Missionaries gratuitously 
stanees there has been experienced | with 5,000 pages of their tracts for 
what may be called a revival. Lud-| distribution on the fields of their la- 
low, Pittsfield, Saxton’s River, War-|bor. This repeated token of interest 
yen, and Roxbury, have been the} in the spiritual welfare:of Vermont 
most favored. The feeble church in| demands, and will doubtless receive, 
‘Stockbridge, though not on your list | your grateful acknowledgments, _ 
-of. aided churches this year, has en-|| Those mterests designed to be pro- 
joyed-asseason of rich spiritual har-||moted by Sabbath schools, Bible 
“vest. As the fruits of a powerful|| classes, and maternal associations, 
yevivel in this field, 35 have been] appear to have been fully sustained, 
‘added to the church; others may be|and in many places evidently ‘ad- 
‘expected to unite soon, while some} vanced during the year. 
-thave connected themselves with a The attendance on the public wor- 
church of another denomination. ship conducted by your Missionaries, 
With the exception of these places, | is such in general asto encourage the 
the convicting and converting influ- church to prayer and effort, and tu 
ences of the Holy Spirit were not|| stimulate the ambassadors of Christ 
witnessed as had been anticipated.| to enter the pulpit well prepared to 
As soon as returning spring began to} deliver with efficiency the message 
wall for the labor and; attention of] of salvation. The way to secure a 
the hushandman, a sudden and sad} good congregation is to preach well, 
change was but too apparent through- and the way to preach well is to se- 
out'the state.’ God the Spirit beheld } cure in season, good spiritual and in- 
something :very extensively among tellectual preparation. 
the:churches, both feeble and strong, Respecting the cause of tempe- 
wwhich caused:him to withdraw in a||rance we have nothing special to 
great measure from them. The time report. Nothing has appeared dur- 
of greatest interest and promise was|| ing the year to weaken the expecta- 
February and March. But before || tion that the time is not far distant 
‘the close of May, your field was per-|| when, in our state, the making, vend- 
haps as destitute of any special tokens | ing,-and using of intoxicating drinks 
of the divine presence as it ever was. || as a beverage will have to submit to 
At is true many churches have re-|| the exclusive companionship of other 
ceived a permanent blessing in their immoralities. 
increased purity and spirituality.| The changes produced by emigra- 
‘Sinners however have mostly been || tion are still experienced by the fee- 
Jeft:to.go on their way, filing up the|)/ble churches. In this way several 
m of them, during the year embraced 
in this report, have parted with some 
‘of their most efficient members, and 
the congregations with some of their 
most valuable families. Within one 
year probably not less than 150 mem- 
bers of the feeble churches have 
been dismissed and gone tothe West, 
being more than the -whole number 
added on profession in the same time. 
If.any one is disposed to inquire why 
the feeble churches :are not more 


us to account for this. One thing is 
certain, the Lord’s arm-was not short- 
ened that it could not save, neither 
was‘his.ear heavy that he could not 
shear, ) 

‘The “volume enterprise” of the 
A. T. Society has been prosecuted to 
considerable extent on your field dur- 
‘ing the year. ‘The practicability. and 
desirableness of thus supplying the 
feesie churches and the population 
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rapidly enlarged and strenetened, 

or why in some instances they be- 
come more and more feeble, the 
abeve fact, furnishes at least, in part 
the reply. The word and srace of 
God must every year perform no 


smali work'in order to supply the | 


numerical, pecuniary, and moral de- 
ficiency caused by this western cur- 

rent. We would-—not complain of 
this stream as it flows down upon the 
great valley, because we have reason 
to hepe that it will fertilize the plain. 
But we would awaken an increased 
earnestness and solicitude lest the 
fountains become dry or polluted. 
We would earnestly entreat both 
Missionaries and churches not to be 
‘troubled in heart at these removals, 
-but to gird up their loins to increased 
effort for the supply of the deficien- 
-cies. It will perhaps be a self-deny- 
-ing, but it will also be a noble work. 
They have the best security which 
Heaven can give that their faithful 
labor shali not be in vain inthe Lord. 
And will not every able church join 
us in the pledge that they shall not 
“toil in this work alone ? 

The report just presented by. your 

Treasurer affords no ground to re- 

_joice in view of your financial con- 
eerns. The whole amount. con- 
tributed by congregations and indi- 
viduals within the state during the 
year is $2,680, and the amount re- 
ceived from legacies, and- other 
sources out of the state is $1,033, 
making the aggregate of receipts 
$3,713. The expenditures of the 
Society for the same period amount 
‘to $3,906, being $193 more than the 
whole amount received, and $1,226 
‘more than the avails of all the col- 
lections and donations within the 
‘state. Should it be thus? Why is 
itso? We would inquire affection- 
ately of the one hundred and twenty 
leaders of the “sacramental host” in 
Wermont, why isitso? The twenty 
thousand professed Christians con- 
nected with us, we would ask, why 
is it so? 

It is perhaps worthy of notice here 
that in the church at St. Albans, two 
individuals have subscribed $75, on 
condition that their pastor will labor 
in itinerant services to that amount 
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|among the feeble destitute churches 


dividual in the same church, $25 
more is subscribed on the same con- 
fconalt with this proviso, that if the 
condition be not complied with, his 
subscription is to be paid tothe cause 
of Foreign Missions. The condition 
in part has been complied with. 
Their pastor has performed four 
weeks such service, and he expresses 
the intention with divine leave to 
perform the full amount. Twenty- 
five dollars have been paid. over to 
him, and the remainder is ready as 
soon as the condition is fully eom- 
plied with. These sums, though they 


book, yet add so much actually paid 
and pledged to the cause of Home 
Missions from that church. We are 


deep interest in the feeble and desti- 
tute flocks in Franklin county. Such 
services, performed by a judicious 
pastor in acounty, will not fail of ex- 
erting a very désirable influence on 
all concerned. We hope that every 
church which has a pastor in whose 
judiciousness and efficiency they can 
confide, will send him for-a sea- 
son on a similar work of love, 
that he may “strengthen the things 
which remain and are ready to die.” 

The obstacles with which your 
Board have had to contend during 
the year, are much the same as in 
previous years, and have been noticed 
somewhat at length in former re- 
ports. We however feel confident 
that most of these obstacles are di- 
minished as to the extent of their 
influence. But few of the feeble 
churches would.now be. willing to 
expend their limited means in the 
erection, or be satisfied with the par- 
tial enjoyment, of a company meet- 
ing-house. More correct and settled 
views of the importance of a perma- 
nent ministry, and of the pastoral 


the churches receiving your fosteri 

care: We are encouraged “also to 
hope that more just and liberal views 
as to the temporal support of. the 
ministry prevail among the house- 
hold of faith, and that the sin of delay 
in-the fulfilment of contratts with 


in the county. And by another in- 


do not appear on your Treasurer’s | 


encouraged by this expression of 


relation, are entertained by most $ 
n 


. 
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the minister of Christ is more exten- 
sively and deeply felt than heretofore. 
Weare confident that on these sub- 
jects there are gaining strength bet- 
ter sentiments and better feelings, 
which if fostered, will at no distant 
day, remove some of the greatest 
obstacles to the success of your en- 
terprise in Vermont. 

Much more might have been ac- 
complished during the year, had the 
pecuniary means been in our posses- 
sion. ‘Laborers have been offered us 
much beyond our ability to employ. 
From one Theological Seminary, by 
a communication recently received, 
the services of several qualified min- 
isters were proffered us. 


/ 
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reply to that offer necessarily was, 
we have not the available means for. 
their support. It was hard to say 
this, while at the same time we were 
professing to desire the full and 
speedy supply of the whole state. 
In all such cases, the reply of your 
Board must accord with the doings 
of the churches in this cause. Itis 
perhaps not too much to say that the 
congregational churches in Vermont. 
may be fully supplied just about as 
soon as the 20,000 members shall 
really desire it. The money neces- 
sary for this isin their hands, and 
the great Head of the Chureh will 
provide the men. 


‘eorcenponventt of the A. H. PA. S. 


MISSOURI. 
From Rev. l. R. Gray, Marion Co., 
Mo. : 
In reviewing thelast quarter, there 


are a multitude of solemn and inte- 
resting thoughts passing through the 


mind of the Missionary who has been ery, and his presence made their 


in the field, and who has watched the | 


events as they transpired. The sea- 
son has been one of peculiar interest 


in this section, such as the children | 


of God, here, have. only occasionally 
enjoyed. 


REVIVALS, 


IT have spent about three Sabbaths | 
in the last quarter in other churches | 


than my owncharge. One inalittle | 


destitute church on the Missouri | 


River—another in a little destitute 
settlement about nine or ten miles 
north of this, where I preached two 
days, 
ment of the supper on the Sabbath. 
The congregations were small, but | 
attentive and serious ; some appeared 
deeply interested. Five days, includ- 
ing the Sabbath, were spent in assist- 
ing brother Marks, at Hannibal. 
This time was not unprofitably spent. 
Thirteen were added to the church 


joy in heaven. 


and administered the sacra- | 


|there during the meeting, ten of 


them on profession. 

| We held a camp- meeting here, 
'(New-Providence,) ‘in August. It 
was a season that will be long re- 
membered, and that doubtless gave 
The Lord met with 
his people, his ear was open to their 


hearts to rejoice. His Spirit came 
'down and attended his truth; sinners 
were awakened and sought the way 
of life; above twenty professed to 
have given themselves wholly to the 
Lord, and were entertaining hope in 
,his mercy. The meeting closed on 
Tuesday, and the children of God 
went back to their homes, praising 
God, and saying it was good to wait 
before him, and that a day in his 
courts was better than a thousand. 
That God should pass by all our in- 
gratitude and imperfections, and thus 
kindly manifest his presence among 
us, was benevolence indeed ! 

In the last quarter, three persons 
; have been added to the New-Provi- 
‘dence church by certificate, and 
twenty on profession of faith in 


Christ. 

In the last three or four wecks, 
there has'been a great amount of dis- 
ease, generally bilious or intermit- 
tent fever, in this part of the country. 


‘ 


1838. 


My own family has been visited 
again. 


“STRONG DELUSIONS.” 


A man near this was known to be 
a rejecter of the Bible. In many re- 
spects he was a good neighbor and 
citizen, but his moral influence was) 
pernicious. A member of this church 
sent him Dr. Nelson’s book on infi- 
delity, and requested him to read it. 
He took the book, saying to the gen- 
tleman who carried it to him, “I will 
read it, if you will read oneI will 
give you.” The young man agreed 
to it! He gave him Paine’s work, 
saying, about twenty years ago he 
bought a Bibie, and sat down and read 
it through. Soon after, he had an 
opportunity to purchase Paine’s 
works. Heread them, and felt satis- 
fied he had no more use for a Bible. 
Not long afterwards he sold his Bible, 
and had never bought or read ano- 
ther since. The old gentleman was| 
sick: some friend said to hima few) 
weeks since, that it was time he| 


should make his arrangements to} 
leave this world. He replied he was) 


fully satisfied he should Jive twenty 
years yet. The old saying “whom 
God intends to destroy he first makes | 
mad,” was true imhis case. He was, 
in a few weeks; taken sick, and | 
neither the advice and entreaties of} 
friends or physicians eould induce 
him to take medicine: 
about eight days, and as far as any| 
one on earth knows, died as he had) 
lived, without any interest in that. 
blood which cleanses from all sir. 
We are thankful for the kind re- 
gard you have manifested to us, in! 
these ends of the earth, in. assisting) 
to sustain the Gospel of the blessed 
Saviour among us, and pray that you 
and al] the contributors to the A. H. 
M.S. may be abundantly blessed, 
and that your reward may be great) 
in heaven. | 


From Rev. J. F. Cowan, Potosi, Mo. 
CAMP-MEETINGS. 


A few weeks since, brother Don- 
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nell and myself attended, by special 
invitation, a Methodist camp-meet- 


ing. It so occurred, in the providence, 


of God, that their own preachers: 
were either sick, or failed to attend— 
we did aimost all the preaching—we 
even administered the Lord’s Sup- 


per, with a very little assistance from: 


one of their own sick preachers. 
There were, perhaps, 200 communi- 
cants, Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
afew Baptists. It wasa pleasant, and 
I trust, a profitable season. There 
werea number of hopeful conversions. 


y 


Christians were refreshed and drawn - 


nearer together than before, in the 
bonds of Christian love. 

Subsequently, brothers Donnell, 
Covington, and myself, attended ano- 
ther camp-meeting at Brazeau, in 
Perry county, 80 miles from this 
place. 
more than five years. Our meeting 
was one of much interest. A num- 
ber of hopeful conversions occurred, 
and we left many inquiring whatthey 
must do to be saved. 


WISCONSIN TERRITORY. 


From Rev. L. Hall, dated Racine, 
Wig. er. : 


OPENINGS FOR USEFULNESS. . 


I have just returned from Wal- 
worth county, through a considera- 
ble part of which I have travelled- 
I went about forty-five miles west of 
Racine, and visited a number of the 
prineipal settlements, where prob- 
ably there will soon be churches. 
That county is much more thickly 
settled than the eounty of Racine, 
on account of the richness of the 
soil, and the beautiful alternations of 
prairie and woodland. There are but 
few settlers in Racine county, except- 
ing on the lake shore, and on Fox 
river, twenty-five miles west of the 
lake. . 

I visited. Geneva at the outlet of 
Geneva’ lake, formerly called Big- 
foot lake, from a celebrated Indian 
chief who resided on its banks.. Here 
there is an excellent water power. 


To this church I ministered — 
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Already a flourishing mill and saw- 
mill have been erected, and probably 
it will soon be quite a large village. 


Already it isa place of considerable 


business. I ascertained that there 
were there, and in the immediate 
vicinity, from fifteen to twenty pro- 
fessors of the Presbyterian Church. 
The people are anxious to have 
preaching, and are willing todo what 
they can to sustain the means of 
grace. Should I labor in that county, 
I think that Geneva should be a 
place where a part of my labors 
should be bestowed. Ihave engaged 
to preach there next Sabbath. Spring 
Prairie is another point which I ex- 
pect to make a place of preaching. 
It is near the centre of the county, 
and is the most beautiful settlement 
that I have seen in the territory. ‘I 
preached there last Sabbath, and the 
room was filled with attentive hear- 
ers. There is a young man here, a 
member of the Presbyterian church, 
who has gathered and sustained a 
Sabbath school during the season 
past, and held meetings on the Sab- 
bath, by reading sermons to the peo- 


ple. This place is seven miles north. 


of Geneva, and, probably twelve or 
fifleen professors could be gathered 
into a-church.. Rochester on Fox 
river is another point where there 
are anumber of settlers, and where, I 
understand, there are a few Presbyte- 
rian professors. This place lies about 
ten. miles east of Spring Prairie. This 
should be a place of meeting occa- 
sionally. Sugar Creek Prairie, which 
lies six. miles northwest of Spring 


Prairie, isan interesting place. There 


are a number of enterprising settlers 
there, who will be favorable to reli- 
gious institutions. ‘Some of the 


members of their families are pro- 


fessors of the Presbyterian order. 
Meacham’s settlement, which lies 
seven miles north of Spring Prairie, 
may be a place where good might be 
done; but I have not had time yet to 
visit it.“ . 


‘All these places have been settled | 


during the last two seasons; of course 
they have but just begun. But such 
is the prospect before the settler, that 
in two or three years more he will 
realize as much from his labors as 
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settlers ordinarily do, in countries 


densely wooded, in ten years. 

The public lands in this territory 
are to be sold in November, and eve- 
ry means will be put in requisition 
by the settlers to pay for their land. 


Of course we cannot .expect that 
much will be done by them to sup-- 


port preaching the present season. 

Provisions-of every kind, and eve- 
ry article which a family must pur- 
chase, are from fifty toa hundred per 
cent. higher in this territory than in 
the state of New-York. | 

I shall return immediately with 
my family, and shall probably reside 
at Geneva, Walworth county. 


ILLINOIS. 


From Rev. E. S.. Huntington, Plea- 
sant Grove, Ill. 


Itisnowa year since I began to 


labor in this field. It is an interest- 
ing field--one whieh the Lord is 
wont to» bless.. Had you been with 
us yesterday as we sat down to the 
table of the blessed Jesus, when 
quite a number for the first time 
united with us incommemorating the 
dying loveof ourSaviour, you would 
say with me that this is an interest- 


ling field. 


The past quarter will long be re- 
membered, both by this people, and 
by your, Missionary. .The first of 
September, we had a_ protracted 
meeting. No ministerial help came 
from abroad except.brother Bascom. 
We had expected others, but the 
Lord had. other labor for them to 
perform. But we trust the blessed 
Saviour came himself, and he never 
comes empty-handed. . We appoint- 
edachurch fast a short time previous 
tothe meeting. It was asolemn and 
interesting day, and I felt much en- 
couraged. The Church began to 
awake; ‘and when the meeting began, 
we confidéntly expected to see souls 
converted. It is difficult to say, defi- 
nitely, how many were brought into: 
the ark of_safety: Perhaps ten or 
twelve. Some old hopes were shak- 


en. The Church has been much re- 


es a 
vived. Eightunited with the church, 


October 28th, by ‘profession, and 
three by letter. 


EFFECTUAL’ AID. 


This congregation is rather too 
poor to support the Gospel; yet they 
fee] quite too poor'to live without it. 
All feel very grateful for the assist- 
ance granted by the A. H. M. S in 
years past. When would this field 
have been cultivated had your Mis- 
sionary never beensent here? Now 
a church is here, a ‘meeting-house 
erected, and aminister settled. My 
installation took place on the 17th of 
October. BA isha 

‘May the Lord continue to bless the 
efforts of the A. H. M.S, Little did 
that old man--(a professor of religion 
in Bond county,) who said to me 
last year, that he did not wish to be- 
long to achurch which received aid 
from the Home Missionary Society— 
realize what would have been the 

- condition of this new country, had’ 
no Missionary ever come here. Yet 
that man was not accustomed to do 
any thing to support the ordinances 
of God’s house. ~< ° ' 


INDIANA. * 
Froma Missionary Report. 


- Owing to the unusual prevalence 
of sickness occasioned by the ex- 
treme heat and drought, fewer have 
attended the public preaching, Sab- 
bath school, and the Bible class. My 
own health has alsosuffered, so as to 
prevent me from attending some 
prayer-meetings,: and once from 
preaching on the Sabbath. 

I have recently succeeded in esta- 
blishing a female school, which is 
likely to exert a good moral influ- 
ence generally, and such an influence 
in favor of religion as is not exerted 
by any other school in, the vicinity. 
In it, religious instruction, is ‘given 


‘daily, also instruction in sacred 
Be ee 
_A’sewing society is in existence, 


and I hope will yet be able to do 
VOL. XI. ’ 


y <4 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. 


! 


177 


something’ for your Society; but 
sickness has prevailed so much in 
the families of those connected with 
it, as to render it almost impossible 
for them.to do much for some time 
past. : ‘ Paty = 
A. WITNESS FOR TEMPERANCE. ~ 
Though the vending and drinking 
of ardent spirits are awfully preva- 
lent here, yet the temperance cause 
has:gained some signal victories. 
For example: a gentleman of re- 
spectability, a superintendent of the 
public works on the national road, 
and who had formerly been for many | 
years in the habit of taking hisdram 
with the men under his superintend- 
ence, being inquired of respecting the 
state of his health, replied, in the 
presence of a large concourse of: 
drunkards, moderate drinkers,’ &c., 
“My health, (contrary to former ex- | 
perience,) has been good during all. 
this extremely hot weather. This, 
gentlemen, I attribute entirely to 
total abstinence from all that can 
intoxicate.” 'This person is a nem- 
ber of our society. ve 3 


TENNESSEE. 


From a Missionary in the Cherokee 3 
Country. 


WORLDLY EXCITEMENTS.. | 


The state of religion is, very low 
amongstus at thistime. The Chero- 
kee question, and the way they have 
been ‘treated by the government, : 
have caused much excitement In this © 
part of the country. Several thou-— 
sands of the Cherokees have been en- 
camped around us during the sum- 
mer, which has caused great demand 
for provisions. Money, corn, bacon, - 
and flour, and the Cherokee question, 
have been the all-absorbing topics of’ 
thought and conversation for several | 
months past. Itis lamentable to see” 
how those who profess to be Chris-« - 
tians, are carried away with the spi ~ 


frit and things of the world. At such bn’ 
atime as the present, the self-deny~ ~ 


_ time for my. ordination had. n 
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‘ing doctrines of the Bible’ are but! 


‘part of the country; and that I 


poorly. relished by many’ who pro-| 
ess to be the disciples of Jesus. 

I am in hopes that at least some 
of the causes which have contributed 
to produce such a state of coldness 
and spiritual death among us will. 
soon'be removed, The Cherokees | 


will soon leave this country ;:and |. 


when they leave, there will also leave: 
us many of the baser sort of white 
men, who have been cheating: and; 


defrauding the poor Indians, and | 


exerting all their baneful influence 
to corrupt the morals of society 
around them, in almost every variety 
of form ‘that wickedness has ever 
/worn. . y 
~Thave endeavored, notwithstand- 
ing all these things, ‘faithfully to 
preach the Gospel, to reprove, re- 
buke,.and exhort, with all long-suf- 
fering and doctrine. Dear brother, 
pray for me, that’ I may be enabled 
to stem, with Christian meekness and 
fortitude, the current of vice, which 
flows so deep and broad through this 
ma 
be made instrumental, under God, ih 
winning souls to our common Lord 
and Master, Jesus Christ. 


OHIO... 


TIMELY ASSISTANCE... 


Little do even the warmest friends: of | 


Home Missions know how exceedingly 
grateful their benefactions are, when received 
-by such feeble churches as that mentioned 
below, in the critical hour of their need, 
when life itself seems poised’ upon the word 
that shall-bespoken to them by the almoners 
of the churches, “ 

Your kind letter accompanying 
my commission reached.us just when 
our last hope hadalmost failed.. We 
had made every exertion to raise. all 
we could by subseription, and the 
early 
arrived, when your letter eame to 
hand. “We. thanked God and took. 
courage.” In the hope that we 
should succeed, I accepted the call 
ecomethe pastor of this church, 
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eert-has been 
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and was ordained and installed June 
28th. I have agreed tolive with this — 
people on short allowance, in hopes 
that I may be the means of doing 
them good, I feelit an exceeding 
pleasure to spend and be spent in the 
service of my Master.. ‘Shere: 


From Rev. S. Payne; Chester, 0. 


-We had a communion season. in 
July. It was a precious, season—we 
felt indeed that the Lord was with 
us. Four were added to the ehureh 
on profession of their faith in Christ, 
Three were added 
to the church .on profession, at a sa- 
eramental occasion at the Horse 
Cave, one of my preaching ~placcs, 
whereseveral of our members live, 
and several more expect to join at 
our next communion in November. 
Since I came here, twelve have join- 
ed on profession, and several have 
joined other churches. Besides, we 
have six flourishing Sunday schools, 
and a weekly Bible class. In three 
congregations to which I oceasion- 
ally minister, several are awakened 
and serious, and a eonsiderable de- 
gree of interest prevails. Could I 3 
spend more time in them, it is proba- x . 7 
ble much good might be done. 


~T a 


PUN. Ye 
} a #ut ts. bee & 
A TROPHY OF GRACE, 99 
9 “ “- t. i” “ug 


In the Horse Cave settlement, (so 
ealled, because the wild horses used. 
to. take shelter from the storms of. 
winter in the eaves and shelving. 
rocks that abound there,) one of the. 
most, decided sceptics and greatest 
opposer of religion in the region, 
since our meeting there, has been 
hopefully converted, and ever since 
has taken an active and decided part 
in-all the duties of religion. “ He that. 
before persecuted this, way now 
preaches Jesus.” The monthly con-. 
lately commenced 
there, and a Wednesday evening. 
prayer-meeting. ee 
We have just engaged another 
missionary, Rev. Wm. H. Bay, who 
was ordained at our. last regular 


Meeting, to labor with me in this. 
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county. -His. field will be along the have been much more distressing. 
Ohio river, nearly twenty ‘miles, in- | In this the hand of God is seen. This 
cluding two growing villages, Car’s | has been the state of things for two 
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Run, Graham’s station, and a very 
large and wealthy farming popula- 
tion at Letart Falls.. This, however, 
will not at all lessen my labor. i| 
have four or five destitute places, 
from three anda halfto ten miles dis- 
tant from the Ohio river, that will 
make me more and harder labor. 


Our presbytery ‘have resolved to |. 
employ and support two Missionaries | 


within our bounds this year. 

In our six Sabbath schools, the ag- 
gregate attendance averages 360), with 
teachers for every six or eight pupils. 
We have room for more schools} 


could we supply them with suitable | 


instruction. 


or three months. Generally it is 
‘now abating, and the Lord has sent 
us a little rain. Jn this state of things 
‘it has been all that I could do to visit 
the sick and Kecp any people from 
sinking. 


! 


od OF RFOURARSE: 


Tt would séem that God has began 
‘to-chasten the spirit of worldliness 
‘which prevails so extensively. It is 
‘time, for all would soon fall before it, 
‘if not checked. The ministry feel it 
‘keenly. Their support is much ne- 
‘Elected, and some are suffering, not 

so: much frem the want of ability in 


_ The anti-temperance people have ‘the churches, as from the covetous- 
made great efforts to put down our! ness which reigns. . 


temperance judges and officers, but | 
have failed. - 


~ 


‘MICHIGAN. 
Frem a Missionary Report. 


SICKNESS. 


When the distressing sickness | 


‘ame upon.us, it seemed to over- 
Vv s. On the first Sabbath af- |! 
earance, I went to the} 
of God, but the accustomed | 
; were not there. I began to 


= 
-every house in the society, with one 
or two exceptions, there were some 
shaking with the dreadful chill of the 


West, or burning with the scorching | 


fever ‘which always succeeds. Some 
families have exhibited scenes of dis- | 
tress. In some neighborhoods, there | 
have not been well ones enough to 
take care of the sick. This has hap- 
pened at the very season for getting 
in wheat, on which all depends. To 


add to the weight of this, the drought | ¢ 


has been so severe as to spoil much 
which was sown. This has not been 
peculiar to this part of the country. 
The sickness and drought have been 
much moresevere in other parts than 
here. This being so much newer, 
had it been as severe here, it would 


the congregation, and at 


GRATITUDE FOR _ TIMELY AID. 


My prayer- unites with that of 
‘other Missionaries in suffering and 


_ | poverty, in imploring heaven’s bless- 


‘Ing on your Society. Had you not 
held out to Me your “hand, and taken 


‘hold on me, I could not "have Kept 


from sinking. Instead of being ina 
measure free from ‘embarrassments, 
I should have been overwhelmed. 


7 


i s —_—_—_—— 
{ . = 


wr INTERESTING COLONY. 


iB “rom Rev. S. en ae * Vermont- 
| ville, Eaton Co., Mich. 

i 

| Many eae have been formed for em 
| gration to the West, on worldly principles, 
but they have mostly failed. The enterprise 
alluded to in the following report, seems te 
have been more wisely conducted. 


About two years since, a few indi-_ 
viduals, (mostly professors of reli- 
gion,) associated together im Ver- 
‘mont, forthe purpose of forming a 
settlement inthe West. One promi- 
‘nent object ef our association, was 
to bring with and establish amo 
the institutions of the Gospel. 
the providence of God, we 
to this place, then a dark 


_. template our settlement with deep 
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forest, without a solitary opening, or | 


a single human being within fifteen 
miles. In our enterprise, God has 
blessed us. Our’ temporal prospects | 
are as good as we could reasonably’ 
expect in a new country. The land 
is of the first quality, and produces. 
abundantly. In spiritual things we’ 
can by no means make so favorable 
areportas we could wish; though’ 
even in this respect, we have many 
mercies to be thankful for, and to re- 
cord to the praise of God. Before 
the sound of the Gospel was ever 
heard in this place from the living’ 
minister, two or three hopeful con-) 
versions occurred through the in- 
strumentality of meetings held on 
the. Sabbath, at which sermons 
were read, and of weekly prayer- 
meetings. Last February, a season 
of refreshing was enjoyed, at least 
to professors of religion. At that 
time a church was organized, con-| 
_ sisting of 17 members—10 male, and | 
7 female. At a subsequent com- 
munion in July, 5 others were added; 
and there are about 10 or 12 more 
who we expect will unite shortly. , 
The man who loves Zion will con- 
interest. We-have planted the stan- 
dard of the cross in the very centre 
of one of the darkest forestsin Michi-| 
gan. ‘The trumpet of the Gospel! 
has now been sounded constantly for. 
one year. And we trust that this 
standard will remain firm, and that 
many will flock around it, and that 
this trumpet will continue to sound 
to the end of time. As a church, 
we are, however, alone. There isno 
place nearer than thirty miles where 
_ the Gospel is preached constantly by 


a minister of any denomination, and| 


- I know of but one place within that) 
distance where it is even preached 
occasionally. "4 ; 


THE FIRST ‘YEAR. 


But while we would recognise the, 
kindness of our heavenly Father in) 
bestowing so many mercies upon us, 
we would also let you have a glance 
at the other side of the picture. We 
have had trials and privations which | 
those only wholive in anew country 
become acquainted with. The trou- 
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ble and expense of - getting provi- 
sions have been very great. But lit: 
tle was raised last year in the settle- 
ment, and we have been obliged-to 
go from 30 to 50 miles to purchase 
almost every article, and then: pay 
avery high price, and the cost of 
transportation, (with oxen that lived | 
only on browse, and. of course very 
poor and weak,) was often equal to 
the original purchase, We have of 
course not only been short of provi- 
sions, but we have been absolutely 
destitute some portion of the time. 
For two or three months you might 
have seen our. table spread with not 
a solitary article of food but bread 
and potatoes, and a little salt; and - 
our poor horses. which served us 
faithfully on our long journey from 
Vermont, were doomed to live sim- 
ply on the leaves. of the forest, till 
one died of actual starvation, and the 
other became so emaciated. that I 
sold him for a mere trifle. Be as- 
‘sured, however, that I mention not 
these things by way of murmuring. 
I speak of them merely to show ‘you 
how we are obliged to fare in found- 
ing settlements in the dark places of 
this new country. I could tell you 
more, but. I forbear: I wish that 
‘you, who live in cities, and in your 
pleasant homes at the East, could 
come and spenda day ortwo with m. 
us, and see how we live in our log- - 

cabins at the West. We would in-. 
deed make you heartily welcome, 
and though we sometimes have but 
a morsel to, eat, we would gladly im- 
part to you a portion. ‘We trust, 

however, that ‘we have seen, the 
worst in regard to the means of -liv- 
ing. -In our settlement, the trees 

have been removed from perhaps 300 
acres, and this has been covered dur- 
‘ing the past summer with a luxuriant 
growth of vegetation. In- temporal 
things the husbandman is now reap- 

ing arich and plentiful harvest. This 

year we shall havea comfortable sup- 

ply, and by another year, with the 

blessing of God, we'shall be over- 

flowing. Wehave in our settlement 

about 20 families, besides a number 

of unmarried young men. The whole 

population of our-village is about 
100, and the woods are fast filling up 

all around us. : , 


| 
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A.MISSIONARY’S ACCOUNT OF HIS FIELD. 


Although this society is. small 
and feeble, yet their desire for a 
stated pastor, induced them to make 
a united effort to sustain me; and 
while the amount .of their subserip- 
tions falls considerably short of what 
seems necessary to support my fami- 
ly, still I am willing to leave the re-|) 
sult to the ordering of Divine Provi- 
dence. I gave my answer to their 
call in the affirmative ; ; and my in- 
stallation took place on the 10th of 
October. Among us and in the vi- 
cinity, are some of the Baptist and} 
Methodist denominations, with whom 
I associate as opportunity presents. 
But there are many others among 
us, and in this region, scattered in 
the openings and in the : timbered 
land, who are not only ignorant and 
careless about ‘the Gospel of Jesus, 
Christ, but who embrace pernicious 
and infidel principles. These, there | 
- is but little opportunity of reaching. 
except by visits. - 

The desecration of the holy Sab- 
bath and profane swearing are very 
prevalent. Many families of children | 
are growing up in PaaS, and. 
vice. 


i 


WHAT CAN BE DONE ? 


This state of things is truly pain- 
ful. What. can be done to remedy) 
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AN AERA ADS FOR» ao 
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1 


yo good. reasons for granting it. 


| At the Romnmidnadment of the pre- 
sent year, I began to preach in this 
place, and soon.after received a call 
from. this little church, to settle 
‘among them as their minister. Its 
“but,a little time since the settlements 
in. this county. commenced, and a 
large proportion ofthe inhabitants 
are poor and unable to support the 
Gospel; but they have immortal souls 
of: infinite value, and need some-one 
to care for them, - There.is no other 
Presbyterian minister than myself in 
the county, and it issettling as rapidly 
as circumstanees admit. With respect 
to my temporaksupport here, 1 would 
observe. that the: whole which has 
been subscribed; does not amount to 
$100, and that to be paid‘in lumber 
and labor. I have to transport most 
of my provisions for my family, ex~ 
cept the produce of the garden, more 
than 40 miles’;and the region around 
|me, in every direction fora number 
| of miles, is a dense, forest, except 
that here and there, scattered families, 

by hard industry, with but scanty 
subsistence, have felled a few acres: 
of theJofty trees. When Ihave seen 
a large, poor family without meat, 

and almost without other food ,except 
roots which the ehildren. eathered 


out of the woods, and at the same 


the evil?. Many families, and whole time destitute of comfortable clothing, 


neighborhoods, are so. circumstanced | 
that they can have no. benefit ofa. 
preached. Gospel, except ‘by occa-) 


sional sermons, which do not _pro-|' 


mise to do them much good. . 
‘There are. in the. bounds of our: 
Synod, many vacant churches, some 
of which are abundantly able to sup-| 
port ministers; and others can do it 
in part. We have a good number of, 
apparently pious and devoted minis-= 
ters in the field, but we want more. 


Can you not encourage and send on! 


more? Your benevolent Society has | 


done much, under God, in building 
Zion in. this state. May the Lord, 
bless and prosper you still, that you 
may be enabled to continue your aid} 
to the feeble churches. 


I can assure you, my heart has been 
pained within me, and Ihave thought, 
| under such, circumstances, that were 
it in my» power, I- would open my 
hand wide to my BADE brota ree 


“Calls ifr Bi caching. 


I adie preach in destitute settle- 
ments to a few attentive hearers, and 
in, some cases where females, in “fee- 
ble health, have travelled four or five 
miles on fovt to attend, meeting. 
Since I have resided in this county 


Ihave been called upon to preach) 


funeral sermons in different places 10° 
or 12-miles.distant. Here isa large’ 


{ 


field which needs to be cultivated. 
How shall the poor have the Gospel’ 
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preached to them? Who will be! 
willing to.sustain the toiling and 
way-worn Missionary? Your noble: 
Society has often done it, and I doubt, 
not, had they sifticient means, they | 
would willingly send the Gospel to 
all the poor and destitute throughout | 
our land, and the world. f 
The people where I reside areanx-| 
ious. that I should continue to preach. 
to them, aud others in the‘ county 
also desire my labors; but it will be 
very difficult for me to remain here, 
unless I can receive some assistance 
from abroad. Since I have been here, 
a small log cabin has been my home, 
and this habitation is very uncom- 
fortable, especially in the winter. It! 
‘seems very necessary that I should 
build a small house for the accom: 
modation of my family. : 
. If the Executive Committee of the 
A. H-/M. 8. can feel it to be their duty 
to appropriate for my benefit $100! 
for the passing -year, they will con- 
fer a very special favor upon me, and | 
Thope essentially promote the cause’ 
of the blessed Redeemer. » 


? 


a 
nf ‘LOWER CANADA. ~*~ 


From Rev. Wm. Brunton, La Chute; 
hPd es Segeeeni ee FY . seri 


ENCOURAGING PROGRESS, 
Since my last report, some mer 
bers of the church, two of whom‘ 
were far advanced in age, and one of: 
— eminently distinguished for 
piety, have been removed by death. 
Five of the members of the church| 
have lately gone from this place to 
reside in the United States. and in) 
Upper Canada Twoor three of the 
ordinaryhearers appear to have lately 
been brought under religious impres- 
sions, and their practice continues to 
be agreeable to their profession. In 
compliance with their own request, | 
they have, after particular examina-_ 


tion, beem received as regular mem- 
bers of the churel. .At each. cele- 
bration«of the Lords’ supper some 
new members have been admitted— 
so that, notwithstanding the consid- 


~ 


December, 


erable numbers who, have gone to 
distant places> and the frequent re- 
moval of individual members by 
death, the church is nearly twice as 
numerous as it was five years ago. 


Sabbath Schools. 


Since my last report, three hew 
Sabbath schools have been, instituted 
Within the bounds of the congrega- 
tion, in one of which there are nearly 
forty children and young people, in 


the other two considerably . fewer. 


In each of them, there are two Or 
three careful teachers, 
much gratified in Witnessing the dili- 
gence of the teachers, and the regu- 


dar attendance and progress of the 


pupils. 
From a Missionary Report. 
FORCE OF EVIL HABITS. 


Our temperance societies still ap- 
pear to prosper, although I’ believe 


| the benefit arising from them, in this 


place, will be almost exclusively con- 
fined to the rising generation. A long 
confirmed habit of inebriation in this 
neighborhood seems to be invincible. 
A man nearly 70 years old, has 
been a confirmed drunkard for more 
than 30 yéars, according to his own 
confession. Ie glories init, and says 
he will still continue to drink ardent 
spirits. The quantity which he often 
drinks in one day is almost incredible. 
He is stillable to work. He has been in 
no place of worship for many years, 
though two are within fifteen mi- 


nutes’ walk of his dwelling. He is | 


very rude in his speech, when ad- 
vised by any one to go to church, or 
to desist from inebriation. Another 
mechanic in this settlement, who had 


long been addicted to drunkenness, _ 


became a member of the temperance 
society, and‘abstained from ardent 
spirits for the space of nine months, 
during which time he declared he 
saved 36 dollars. «But violating his 
pledge, he again addicted himself to 
drinking as much as before, for more 
than two years! 
or four times re-admitted to’ the so- 
ciety, and as often expelled. He is 


~ 


I have been | 


He has been three 


% 
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nearly 60 years of age, and although|, since I wrote to you last, one diy let- 


he very frequently attends public) terand the other by pr ofession. 


worship, and has read different tem- 
perance publications, and witnessed, 
in- Many instances, the fatal effects of, 
intemperance, and has often and very 
solemnly promised to abstain entire- 
ly from every kind of inebriating 
liquid, he stiil falls into the samé 
sin of drunkenness. 


“ONE SINNER DESTROYETH MUCH GOOD.” 


7 considerable number of families 
reside near each other, who go to no 
place of worship whatever. A very 
acute deist who livedamong them for 
a long time before I came to this 
place, and who died only about four 
years ago, had been very zealous in 
endeavoring to disseminate the prin- 
ciples of deism among them. The 
heads of most of these families pay 
little or no attention to the instruc- 
tion of their children. Some of them 
are confirmed deists. They live in 
the habitual neglect of the duties of 
religion, on the Sabbath as well as on 
other days. They not only deny the 


essential doctrines of religion; but 


also affirm that the scriptures are an 
imposition on the credulity of man- 
kind, I have very often preached 
within a mile from the dwellings of 


most of them; but excepting three | 


or four of them, less. deistical than 
the rest, none of them ever came to 
hear. Two places. in which the 
Methodists frequently have preach-| 
ing, are quite within their reach; but 
they never go to either of them. I 
have at different times ealled at their 
houses, and. attempted to. convince 
them of the sinfulness and danger of 
their principles and practices, “but I 
am sarry to say, without success. 


From, the, Rev. W. McKillichan, 
Sherbrooke, L. C. 


AN AGED CONVERT. 
Ihope the seed has not all fallen 


by the way side and been lost. We 
have had two additions to the church 


| 


This 


I-years of age, who had hardly any op- 
portunity ‘of hearing the Gospel pre- 
vious to my coming to this place. 


doctrinal knowledge, but I.trust she 


with Jesus Christ as a.saviour.” It 
was a pleasing, solemn scene, to re- 


| ceivea person of this description into 


the church, by administering both the 
ordinances to her-at the sametime ; 


few are brought into thefold of: Christ 
at the ibe anitle hour. 


ee 


| 


NEW-YORK. 


pats Rev. C. Rae antag , Movers, 


REVIVAL. 

| _ The Lord is aoitig a great and good 
work here. But as itehas com- 
menced sinee the expiration of my 
iast quarter, I shall reserve particulars 
for my next report. I can only say 
'in,general that the Lord is exceeding 
| OF most sanguine hopes. To him 
be the praise. 

| The duties of the last. quarter were 
| performed as far as practicable agree- 
ably to my “instructions” without 
any special difficulty or unusual suc- 
cess. Five were added to the church 
on a profession of their faith, two of 
whom had previously been Papists. 
Sabbath schools, prayer-meetings, 
&c., have been sustained. 
lectured much more frequently than 
formerly, and I think too withsome 
apparent profit to my people. 


Ory Camis. 


many- Universalists, and a large’so- 
ciety who. call. themselves. Ch ristians, 
or Chrystians.. 
all over this vicinity and.are the most: 
bitter opposers of Presbyterians, 


‘last, is a woman between 60 and 70° 


Sheis still comparativel y destitute of 


has obtained some practical acquaint- _ 
ance with her state. as a sinner, and. — 


I’ have: 


We have some Hicksites; a gob 


“These are scattered’ 


especially when we .consider how __. 


2 Paes Ne is e", vila % 
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You will be best able to form: some, 1. Whether the congregation applying, 
idea of their piety from their senti- | design to settle the minister:for whom the 
-_ ‘ments: ‘They regard Christ as nei-| ask-assistance? 
_ > ther God nor man, but a kind of su- ||. 2 (In-ecases where a re-appointment of a 
os -perhuman being ; they deny original | Missionary is desired)—Whether the * con- 
; 7 and the necessity of achange of) cregation have paid up their pledges for th 
heart, and place their salvation on previsus year? } 
ye? Be Pe a ety t0-.tise sci [See the rule of the Executive Committee 
i 3R language, “God has sent Matt | ona subsequent page.] Gir. 
ato this world, to form:a character: 3 ‘ reba A333 hs Wang 
~ he comes into:the world without any || Where a congregation make no 
_*  eharacter, entirely free from sin, and Calculation to settle a minister, but 
if he does as well ashe ean, he is sure | just to have him from year to year, 
Of salvation.” Though they usually | as their feelings may prompt, it ap- 
have one sermon onthe Sabbath, and| pears to me they should be taught 
pay some little deference to it, yet) that the Home Missionary Soci- 


they donot regard the day-as holy. ||ety design’ to aid chiefly those 
They allow their members to with-| ¢hurehes who wish to establish the 


draw from the church whenever they | Gospel permanently among them. 

please. Large numbers have done| Again—lt appears to me, that it 

so, but they never give up their hope| Would have a salutary influence, for 

of being saved. They count them-| the A. H.M. 8S, to withhold aid from 

- selves as good Christians as before. | Such churches as are indebted to for- 
_ I never heard of any of their number | Mer ministers.’ The churches get a — 
that made a practice of praying in| Certain amount on subscription, and. 

* their families. Hence it is, that we | upon the strength of this subscription’ 

~ have many difficulties toencounter. | they invite ministers’ to: labor with 

| pet them with the addition of what. aid’ 


2 Ne / they can obtain from the A. H. M.S. 
> how AOL a | The Society pay this appropriation 
pte” et em earl’ promptly, while a considerable por- 
tion of the subscription of the people 
: is never collected ; and generally, this’ 
_A correspondent makes the following sug- failure is wholly owing to the neg~ 
Sestions respecting the propriety of giving or ligence of the trustees... They either 
withholding aid to certain classes of appli- || te afraid of offending, or are too neg- 
cants. Itis amatter of some surprise tous— ligent to attend to ‘the business” 
and shows the necessity of constantly hold- ae > a ah Se re ce 
ing up the principles on which ourbenevolent noe iar fre Beaty iat hoe a ifstich teint ; 
societies act—that the writer should suggest pvepations ne We eNat ‘they could ret 
as expedient, the very course which it has | ceive no assistance unless they paid” 
ever been the objectof the Society to pursue. | ninctually their own subscriptions, F 
In Its commencement, it was distinguished think that the result would be happy.. 
from other missionary societies by the very Again, for examplé, where the sub-— 
features which he recommends. And if,.in scription amounts to $800, this 
any case, these features have not marked its || amount is generally stated to the com— 
operations, it is because of. the imperfection || mittee of the A. H. M.S., and upon 
inherentinall hnman concerns, which makes ||this, they make an appropriation 
the execution fal] below the plan: it is be- | Of, $100, supposing that thereby the 
cause the facts on which missionary aid was || Minister -will have a salary of $400, 
predicated were withheld by the applicants, ip $25 ne Pech ie tales if 
or too easily taken forgranted by the agents eRe cd ae Phi yi pektntce s 
of the Society. ‘That there may be no future co that aro reer suffer in his 
misunderstanding, we now distinctly state— | faimle tin ira a ay I have paid a 
_ thatamong the items. of information which inithe He to sustain the Gospel, for 
should be embodied in applications for aid, Ithe ‘last six years, than any of my 
the following are desired— ~ “supporters.” Levan 


* 
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ray 
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WHAT CHURCHES SHOULD BE AInED: 


» tian effort, some of whom 


George Coan, Alden, 
N.Y; 


PROTRACTED MEETING AND REVIVAL. 


Brothers Lord and Lyman of Buf- 


falo, were present, and took a part in| 


the exercises; We commenced the 
daily preaching ofthe word. Divine. 
truth was presented in a clear, point- 
‘ed and powerful manner. Scarcely 
was it known, that we were to have 
daily preaching, when several youths 
banded together te oppose this chris- 
were 
church members. But the Lord ap- 
peared inhis glory te build up Zion, 


and most of these cpposers were con-|_ 


verted. After the brethren left, we 
had no clerical aid, but Jehovah con- 
tinued to work gloriously i in the con 
version of sinners. For sometime, 


though it was very muddy, we had 


meetings every evening. Thus my 
jabors continued, till my health sunk 


- under these protracted and exhaust- | 


amg efforts, and my eyes were seized 
with a powerful inflammation. Itis 
the opinion of physicians, that if I 
had attended to my health in season, 
this inflammation would have been 
avoided, and my eyes saved from the 
serious debility which they are ex- 


: periencing. ‘T'wo or three Sabbaths 
- T preached in much pain, particularly 
‘ the last, when I was almost blind, and 
ander the necessity of wearing a ‘ban- 
ae? -dage. Ishould not have taken this 


mead 


jast step of imprudence, had I not 


- been urged to it by two officers in the 


church. They pleaded some peculiar 
circumstances, as the reason of my 
appearing in public, and expressed 
a hope thatI would receive no injury. 

‘Though the hour of public worship 
had arrived, when these brethren call- 
ed; andl had made no preparation, yet 
I yielded to their request, and address-~ 


ed an audience which I could not see.. 


It. was feared Ishould lose my sight 
entirely. And this calamity might 
have taken place, had I not been 
powerfully salivated. The three 
succeeding Sabbaths, my people were 
‘destitute of preaching ; but valuable 
sermons were read. After returning 
to my labors, which were necessa- 
VOI. XI 
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jrily less frequent on account of bo- 4 
~ From the Rev. : ‘dily weakness, God ‘continued his =~ 


blessing, and other souls were con-— ~ 
verted. It was hoped that nearlya =~ 
hundred passed from death unto life, 4 
and will appear among the redeemed ec 
as members of. the ‘church tr 
phant; But this we. shall. a 
know, until we meet in eternity 
Among the subjects.of this work, ar 
several members of this and of the, 
Baptist and Methodist churches, who 
had made a profession some four or ; 
five years since, and also individuals = — 
from neighboring towns. Most of — | 
the converts are among the youth. ¢ : 


“fs 


Prom Rev. 8S. W. Resse Union 
Springs, N, Y. 


we 
% 


In looking steadily at the sun, We 
cannot discover motion; but when - ix ‘ys 
viewed at intervals, we can see that 
its relative position is changed. So 
in reference to my labors. Days, ~— | 
weeks, and months have passed, and oe 
little seemed to be doing; but in * 
comparing the present with the con- 
dition of things here one year since, 

I can discover alittle change. Then, 

no Sabbath school was _ instituted; 
now, one is in successful operation, 
with from 40 to 50 scholars, regu- 

lar attendants. A library of about 

80 volumes is attached to the school. 
One year‘ago, no monthly concerts: 
had ever been observed in this place: 
two have now been observed, and 

a third has been appointed. Twelve 
months since, no prayer-meeting had: 
been established in this villageamong — 
the members of this church. I do ~ 
not know as we can say that sucha 
meeting had ever been observed here. 
When Ieame here,many foolishand ~ 
hurtful prejudices existed against al- 
mostall the benevolent societies of 

the age. No doubt, many still enter- 

tain these prejudices to the damage 

of their.own souls; Yet we trust 

they have in a measure subsided. 

From eight to ten dollars have been J 
contributed toward aS. S. library; 
about three to the Foreign M.S., and 

about twenty tothe A MMS | 


25 “ 
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THB PRESENT CRISIS. 
_ The present is a critical period in the his- 
tory of Home Missions. The circumstances 
out of which the crisis has grown, are such 
as the following.’ (1.) The pecuniary embar- 
" rassments of the country, which have ruined 
_ many of the most liberal, and diminished the 
contributions of all. (2.) The effort which 
is every where making to set the wheels of 
business againin motion; which effort turns 
the attention of men strongly to their -per- 
sonal affairs, and absorbs all the capital that 
can be obtained. (3.) The ecclesiastical dif- 
ferences in the Presbyterian church, which 
are separating brethren who have been ac- 
eustomed to act together—breaking up aux- 
iliary organizations, and thus, until they can 
be formed again, interrupting the flow o 
funds to the treasury—dividing congrega- 
tions, making the strong feeble and multi- 
plying the number of churches to be aided. 
‘(4.) The unprecedented sickness in the 
western states, which has not only increased 
the wants of the Missionaries, but also disa- 
bled their people, and rendered them inca- 
pable of furnishing the usual proportion of 
ministerial support. 


HOW SHALL THE SOCIETY BE SUSTAINED ? 


In the same way in which it has been car- 
ried through previous seasons of difficulty. 
There was a time in the history of this So- 
ciety, when its pledges were greater than at 
present, and the general embarrassments of 
the community quite as severe. But the in- 
stitution was preserved in unimpaired pros- 
‘perity and usefulness, under God, by, the 
following means: 

1. Some liberal-minded individuals, who 
were in the possession of property, felt it to 
be their duty, in the emergency which had). 
befallen the cause of Missions, to give not 
only from their income, but also to abstract 
a portion from their capital. Hence, in some 
cases larger sums than the donors were ac- 
customed to contribute, were received, as a 
special offering to the Lord, ‘for the present | 
distress,” , 
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‘gions. 
‘kened the conscience of the church, and so 


glect the duty of giving, 
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2. The majority of the Society’s friends 


maintained a steadiness in theircontributions. _ 


They felt that the great interests of Christ’s 
kingdom must not fluctuate with the uncer- 
tainties of trade; and therefore, in prosperity 
or adversity, they kept on in an increasing 
ratio of benevolence. When money was 
scarce, they diminished their own expenses 
rather than abridge the supply of the bread 
of life, which they were accustomed to send 
to the destitute. 


3- The claims of this cause on Christians 
and philanthropists were extensively made 
known. It was shown that the operations of 
Home Missions are essential to the perma- 
nency of Protestant Christianity in’ this 
country—that political and social disease are 
at work in the body of the nation which can 
be cured only by the remedy which this So- 
ciety is diffusing—that its Missionaries and 
churches are the indispensable and most ef- 
ficient co-workers in supplying Bibles and 
tracts to the destitute; in planting, and espe- 
cially in sustaining Sabbath-schools; and in 
staying the plague of intemperance—that a 
large share of all that has been done in this 
country for the last twelve years, in winning 
new ground from the dominion of Satan to 
that of the Saviour, has been accomplished 
through the divine blessing on Home Mis- 
These and similar statements awa- 


long as she has,a conscienee, it must feel the 
claim which such facts present. 


{ 


THE GREATEST SOURCE OF EMBARRASSMENT. 


Nothing would be easier than the support 


of religious institutions, if all their friends 


were conscientious and punctual in bearing 
each his share of the burden. That which 
‘most interfered with their prosperity in times 
past, and which it is feared will prove the 
‘greatest source of embarrassment in future, 
is the disposition to postpone or wholly ne- 
under the impres- 
sion that “it will make but little difference,” 


‘that “so smallasum will not be misged,” . 


'&e, 


a 
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PRESENT DUTY. 

Te oer be the circumstances of the 
reader, it may safely be asserted, that you 
havea duty to do for the salvation of this 
country. As the result is to be gradually at- 
tained, in successive years, so the means are 
to be continued through successive years. 
You had a duty to do for this object last 
year; so you have this year; and so also, 
if you live, you will have next year. Have 
YOU DONE YOUR PART, FOR THE YEAR 1838? 
It is almost ended, and its report will soon 
be borne to the court of heaven. ‘* What 
thou doest, do quickly.” 


READ THE HOME MISSIONARY, 


1. To gain a just idea of the rapidity with 
which worldly enterprise is filling the great 
West with a vigorous population, and build- 
ing up towns and villages which must soon 
exert a powerful influence on the community 
around them. : 


2. To learn how various and appalling are 
the developments of sin, in the forms of in- 
fidelity and heresy, and in the immorali- 
ties of men remote from religious influence. 


3. To ascertain how well the religion of 
the East 
West: in other words, to learn how profes- 
sors of religion who lived without reproach 
amid the restraints of a pious community, 
deport themselves, when they are thrown 
into the temptations of the new settlements. 


4. To learn the moral statistics of different 
sections of our country. The communica- 


. tions here published are from men of intelli- 


‘gence and piety, who are. deeply interested 
in the moral welfare of our land; and each 
describes what passes under his own eyes. 


5. To know what progress is making in 
the different departments of well doing, the 
distribution of tracts and bibles, the estab- 
lishment of Sabbath schools, the promotion 
of temperance, &c. In all these, the Mis- 
sionaries of the A. H. M. S. are among the 
most active and efficient laborers. 

6. To gain intelligence of revivals of reli- 
gion, with which the Holy Spirit is visiting 
the Missionary field. 


7. To become familiar with the various ex- | 
igencies of ministerial life, especially with 
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‘the trials and encouragements of ministers 
in the new states. j 

8. To learn what expedients different 
minds resort to in their various circum- 
stances, to bring the truth to bear upon the 
human soul. 

9. To learn from the pens of many inde- 
pendent witnesses the evidence on which is 
based the creat Home Missionary cLAIM 
on the patronage of the churches—the suc- 
cess of past efforts—the providential open- 
ings—the need of speedy aid—and the mis- 
chief of delay. 

Hence—Y ou should read the “‘ Home Mis- 
sionary.” 

10. To know what God would have you to 
do for your own land—how much you 
should pray, how much you should artvs, 


to fill it with ‘churches, and pastors, and 


every other means of grace. 


NOTICES, 


From facts which have recently been 
communicated to the Society, it is thought 
expedient to call the attention of its agents 
as well as of applicant congregations, to the 
following 


RULE OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


“Each congregation applying for 
a renewal of missionary aid, shall be 
required to furnish, in addition to 
other testimonials, the certificate of 
the Missionary, that they have fulfill- 
ed their previous pledges for his sup- 
port.” 


Those Missionaries to whom the JournaL 
oF THE AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION is 
sent, are informed that it comes to them 
without any other charge than the postage, 
except in cases where they are subscribers. 
Such as do not wish to receive it on these 
conditions, are requetsed to return it by mail 
to the publisher, marked “Declined.” | 
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Appointments: by the Executive Committee Af the a H. M. Ss sap October 15th 
> to November. both, 1838. ie 


Not in Commission last year. 


Rev. B. Ladd, Parma Center, N. ¥.. 

Rev. Russell Whiting, Elba, N.Y. 

Rev. L. A. Skinner, Darien, N. Y. 

Rev. A. E. Lathrop, 8. Marcellus, N. Ee 

Rev. W. B. Tompkins, Lebanon, N. Y. 

Rev. Leonard Johnson, Hoosick Falls, N. ¥. ° 
Rev. A.G. Taylor, Cherokee country, Georgia. 
Rev. L. M. 8S. Smith, Waterloo and Madison, Mich. 
Rev. D. Smith, Rock Creek, Kane Co,, Ill. 
Rev. Luther Humphrey, Lawrence, Mich. 
oe Warren Nichols, Columbus, Ill. 


Re-arpointed. 


Royal West, Walworth, N.Y. 

Rev. Ward Childs, Strykersville, N. Y, 

Rev. 8. W. Raymond, Union Springs, N. Y. 

Rev. W. J. Wilcox, Portland, N. Y. 

Rev. E. Wollage, Paltney, N. ¥. 

Rey. J. T, Baldwin, Weathersfield and Java, N. Y. 
Rev. S. Chaffee, Virgil, N. Y. 

Rey. P. K. Williams, Baldwinsville, N. Y, 


Rev. 


Rev; Charles Bowles, MeDenough and puiMiatis, 


Rev. M. P. Clark, Potton, L.€. 
Rev. ned Smith, Warren and Essex Cos.y 
N 


Rev. S. Haynes, Perry Village, N. ¥. 

Rev. Joseph Vanee, Frankford, N. J. 

Rev. Joseph Barlow, Salem, &., Pa. 

rae Joseph Butler, Wabash and Shiloh Chhs., 
I. 

Rev, C. L. Watson, ——_——-, Ill. 

Rev. A. T. Rankin, Fort Wayne, Ind. ; 

Rey. Joseph McCool, Pottsville, Pa. , 

Rey. Sylvester Cooke, Springville, Pa. 

Rev. R. W. Landis, Lower Providence, Pa. 

Rev. J. M. Davis, Francisville, Pa. 

Rey. W. McKilliehan, Indian Lands, L. €. 

Rev. W. N. Sayre, Pine Plains, N. Y. 

Rev. A. Gardner, Big-hollow, N. Y. 

Rev. S. Payne, Chester, O. 

Rey. 8S. Cochrau, Vermontville, Michigan. 

Rev. Lemuel Hall, Walworth Co., Wis. Ter. 

Rev. Wm. Brunton, La Chute, L. €. 

Rey. E. J. Sherrill, Eaton, B. © 


The Ty easwrer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums, from October 15th to November 15th, 1838. 


MAINE— 
Belfast, Henry Davidson, L. M., in full, 10 00 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Rev. H. G. Ludlow, in part to const. Mrs. 
. Ludiow aL. M., 10 00 
VERMONT— 
Bennington, Miss Emma Hicks, 3 00 
MASSACHUSETTS— 
- Berkshire and Columbia Miss. Soc., 300 ; 
. Williamstown, 109 47, by J. Ww. "Rob- * 
*, bins, Tr. 409 47 
Huipshire, Miss. Soc., ;by Ey Willitans, 
Tr. 290 00 
_. Long Meadow. Gent. H. M. Sec., to const. 
_Rev. Hubbard Bebee a L. M., by H. 
Brewer, Tr., 30 00 
“Suattortiianpton, " Ladies H. M. Soc. , by Mrs. 
- _R. B. Dickinson, 400 00 
~ Orleans, John. Myrick, 2 00: 
CONNECTICUT— ’ 
Bridgeport, Young Ladies’ Sew. Soc., ‘ 
First Ch., by Miss M. A. Sterling, Tr., 17 00 
Durham, Rev. Dr. Smith, 2 00 
Guilford; Col. Wm. Hart, to const. him- 
self, Mrs, Catherine Hart, and Mrs. 
Sally Amelia Fowler, Life Members, 90 06 


New Haven, East Dist. H. M. Assoe., of 


which $10 is from H. E Hodges, 14 00: 
New Milford, Ladies’ Mite Soc., by Mrs.’ 
_ G. M. Mervin, Tr., 15 00 


North Guilford, ‘Elizur Dudley, by S. W. 


‘Stebbins, 2 00 

North Milford, Ladies’ Sew. Soc., 3d Dis- 
trict, by Rev. B. Y. Messenger, 15 00 

Stonington, Fem. H. M. Soc, by Miss ” 
Sheffield, 15 00 
Bequest of Mrs. Deborah Chester, by 

‘Mrs. Hart, 10 00 

‘Woodbury, South Parish, by Rev. 8. R. 

Andrews, 22 00 
NEW-YORK— 

Brooklyn, First Presb. Ch., Sab. Sch. M. 
Society, by A. Benson, Tr., 53 94; 
Friend, 5, 58 94 

Burns, by R ev. B. Russell, 21 00 

Catskill, S. Day, 10; H. Whittlesey, 15,° 
by Dr. Porter, 25. 00 

Charlton, Ladies, in full to const. Rev. 

John Clancy aL. M., ae ~ 30 0 


€ochecton, Coll. by Rev. R. Laird, 45> 
Colchester, Miss Sarah Downs, to const. 

Dr. Philip Basset, a L- M., 00: 
Concklin, €h., 2 50 
Harpersfield, Rev. Seth Williston, D.D., 5 06 
Hornellsyille, by Rev. B. Russell, 10 0G 
Lexington, Presb. Ch. Coll. , by Dr. Porter, 4 0¢ 
New-York City, viz: ; 
Bleecker-st. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll, 10 74 
Bowery Ch., 3. A. Davenport, - 100 06 
Hon. B.F. Butler, 150 0¢ 


‘Pine Plains, Uh, 10; Rev. W. N. Sayre, 
10, 20 0¢ 
Poughkeepsie, Boog Ch., by J. Bowne, 


# Tr. 0 OF 
Roay, First Pr, €h., by Mr. Raymond, 
Tr. 287 8 
Second Ch., Ladies’ H. M. S., by Mrs. 
Ss. W. Dana, 
Wedhoger’s Creek, N. ¥Y., Communion 
Coll., by Rev. E. Price, 7 0G 
West Point, Mrs. Sophia B. Ford, 5 08 
INDIANA 
Collected by Rev. &.G. Lowry, 1500 . 
MIC HIGAN-— 
Stoney Creek, by Rey. O. Hill, 8 06 
ie 
K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. — $1,848 17 


Rev. Gideon N. Judd, acknowledges the recei t of 
the following sums from the field of the Phila- 
delphia Agency, from October 15th to Novembex 
15th, 1838. t 

NEW-JERSEY=— it 
Dover, Presb. Ch. Coll., to const. Rey. ‘ 


Robert R. Kellogg a L. M., 47 2 
Newark, First Presb. Ch., Dr. J. S. Con- 

dit, 100; Hon. J.C. Hornblower, 10, 110 0¢ 

Third Pr. Ch., Phebe Gobfe, 26 SO 
Paterson, Friend, 1 06 
Rockaway, Presb. Ch. Coll. in part, 14 87 
Wantage, First Presb. Ch., 13 50 

PENNSYLVANIA— 

Gibson, Presb. Ch. Coll., yr rw i 


Harford, Cong. Ch., 66 85; S. Sch., 2 42, 69 27 


Pottsville, Ch., by Rev. J. M‘Cool, _ 50 00°. 
| 9331 6 
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_and yet never sated this desire. 
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Jerusalem 2 
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SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVER 
CHIBFLY BY 


SATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
CLERGYMEN. 


PANORAMA OF JERUSALEM. 


Who has not often wished to see 
What heart is there, 
that swells with interest in the grand 
and affecting events connected with 
the redemption of a world, that has 
not often longed to behold that place 
on this guilty globe, where the Infi- 
nite descended in so many terrible, 
so many tender manifestations, and 
held communion with the children 
of men! When it was announced 
that a man combining the taste and 


‘I seem to stand on the level roof ofa 
large building. Iturn, and see in all 
directions, as in nature, men and wo- 
men, houses, mosques, domes, the 
city walls, and in the back ground, 
the stirrounding hills and other na- 
tural objects, each in its appropriate 
magnitude, and distance and color. 
Here, no aid of the imagination is 
requisite to make objects seem what 
they are intended to represent;on the 
contrary, we cannot, without an ef- 
fort, persuade ourselves that they are 
not tangible realities, standing out in 


skill of an artist, with the science of ‘natural relief, instead of being delin- 
an engineer, and the courage of an eations on a vast curtain of canvass. 
adventurer, had visited the holy city,! After looking upon the picture for a 
and by his boldness and address had short time, the mind yields to the 

rocured access to places which. verdict of the senses—weslideintoa 

oslem intolerance guards from the state of realization—we have un¢on- 
intrusion of every other Christian sciously voyaged over a thousand 
foot, and had brought away most ex-| leagues of ocean—we have entered 
act delineations of places associated the land of promise, and our feet 


with the mysteries and hopes of our, 
holy religion—it was not strange that | 
thousands should eagerly desire to: 
feast their eyes upon the exciting | 
scene. 

The writer is one, among these 
many thousands, who have gratified, | 
soon as “Catherwood’s Panoramic’ 
picture of Jerusalem” was opened 
for exhibition in’ New-York, I has- 
tened to gaze upon the canvass, of, 
whose magic I had heard so much. 

By what devices of the pictorial art 
the illusion is produced, I will not 
stop to inquire. Entering the place 
of exhibition, I find myself, at once, 
in the heart of the city of Jerusalem. 
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stand in the Holy city, 
of thee, O Jerusalem.” 

I love to come here often, and lin- 
ger onthe scene. Especially do I 
delight to do this when the crowd is 
absent, and I can without interrup- 
tion indulge in the exciting recollec- 
tions, and in the melancholy musings 
which the place inspires. From the 
familiar and fatiguing bustle of this 
noisy metropolis, I pass ina moment, 
|as it were, to another world. Almost 
in the twinkling of an eye, all is 
changed. ‘The hot pursuit of gain, 


“in the midst 


the keen conflict of enterprise, the - 


rapid speed and whirl of life are gone, 


Allis still; the very air is softened 
jand the light is mellowed, to repose 


- 
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This is the land of oriental indolence ; 
activity here must surely bea forced 
and unnatural state. | 

And this is Jerusalem—this, all 
that remains of the “Joy of the 
whole earth,” “Zion, the city of 
God!” Yonder are the “ mountains 
that are round about Jerusalem,” as 
in the days of inspired song. The. 
wavy crest of yonder Olivet on the 
east, those ravines and slopes on its 
sides, and the glancing of the sun 
‘on its trees, must be the same that 
they were when the patriarchs pass- 
ed from Bethel to Mamre; or when 
David fled sorrowing from the rebel- 
lion of Absalom; or when the bless- 
ed feet “that went about doing good” 
trod those rocky steeps! 

There, in the south, some three or 
four miles distant, in the tribe of 
Judah, swells the graceful breast of 
the mountain that hides from my 
view the pastures of Bethlehem, 
where the son of Jesse fed his sheep, 
and where Jesse’s Lord was announ- 
ced to men by the “ multitude of the 
heavenly host.” | | 
_ Here, in the south-west, about a 
mile from the spot where I stand, is 
that Salem, where four thousand 
years ago, Melchizedek built his “city 
of peace,” and from which he issued 
to meet and bless Abraham when he 
returned victorious over the Canaan- 
__itish kings. On the same height, at 

‘a subsequent period, was.the strong 
hold of Jebus ; and there too, ata still 
later date, was Mount Zion, the city 
of David—-a name consecrated, in 
inspired psalmody, to all time—yes, 
to all eternity—as the emblem of the 
church on earth, and of the celestial 
city on high, On the west and south 
of this height, lies the deep and 
gloomy valley of Hinnom. On the 
very verge, of the rocky precipice, 
the engineers of Israel reared a 
mountain of fortifications, wall above 
wall, and tower upon tower, present- 
ing a barrier that scorned assault. 
How forcible the figure which was} 
drawn from it to express the glory 
and strength of the church——“ Walk 
about Zion, and go around about her; 
tell ye the towers thereof; mark ye 
well her bulwarks; beautiful for sit- 
uation, the joy of the whole earth, 
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is Mount Zion. The kings were as- 
sembled, they passed by together ; 
they saw it—they marvelled—-they 
were troubled and hasted away!” 
But alas, where are now those im- 
pregnable bulwarks and gorgeous - 
palaces, those breezy courts, those 
long drawn corridors and colonades, 
those luxurious gardens, baths and 
fountains, where the kings of Judah 
and their mighty men were wont to 
meet in the councils of war, or the 


enjoymentsof peace? And. where, 


too, are the not inferior edifices of 
Herod—his tower of Hippicus, of 
Phaselus and Mariamne? One ge- 
neration of structures after another, 
though reared of rock and fondly 
deemed eternal, have passed into 
ruins as undistinguishable as the dust ~ 
of their builders. Besides being 
sacked by infuriated armies more — 
than adozen times, Jerusalem has © 
been, perhaps a hundred times, con- 
vulsed with earthquakes. The rub- 
bish thus accumulated has naturally 
tended to the valleys; and hence the 
space between where I stand and 
Mount Zion seems now an even and 
regular ascent; whereas in the days 
of Christ, a deep valley intervened, 
which was spanned by a magnificent 
bridge leading from the precincts of 
the temple, to the royal residence on 
Zion. I can trace some remains of 
this hollow even now, extending up- 
ward to the north, and separating 
Calvary from Bezetha, and showing 
near where I stand, a steep acclivity 
on the eastern side. . 
And yonder on the West, covered 
with a cluster of domes and towers, 
is Calvary! How different from 
what it was when the “ Man of Sor- 
rows” bore our sins in his own body 


on the tree. Now it lies within the 


city; then it lay without, though 
very near the wall. The soul turns 
with pain from the minute enumera- 
tion of fictitious localities with which 
the devotees of superstition have 
crowded the vicinity of the holy 
sepulchre ; and yet enough isauthen- 
tic to awaken deep emotion. What 
though tradition may have mistaken 
the precise spot-—it cannot be far 
hence. Somewhere up that steep 
ascent the Saviour went to his death. 


‘ 
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_@wn_ cross up this very acclivity,| 
amid the scorn and. buffetings of the | 


mon, seemsto have been a hill infe- 


of God. This Mount Moriah, on, 


-made, according to Josephus, the) 


e* 
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. The send sun blazed fiercely up-|| 
on him, as faint from fasting, sleep- | 


lessness, and scourging, he bore his 


| 


mob. This is the same sun that | 
Was shrouded inthe gloom of mid-| 
night—-these are the rocks that were 
heaved and rent, when he gave up 
the ghost! How near—how vivid. 
do those transactions appear, when' 
recollected on the spot where Istand!) 

But let me turn to this most strik-| 
ing part of the prospect, this vast 
area lying immediately at my feet. 
Yonder immense octagonal building, 
of many colored stones fancifully | 
arranged, the whole crowned with a! 
dome matchless for the beauty of its | 
form and the grandeur of its size, is, 
the mosque of Omar, a chief temple | 
of the religion of the False Prophet. 
The enclosure that surrounds it, was) 
once the hallowed court of the house, 


which the temple was built by Solo-| 


rior in height and circumference, 
when compared with Zion, and yet. 
towering far above the. ‘valley of; 
Jehoshaphat at its eastern base. The’ 
form of this wonderful structure ap-. 
pears to have been, in the general, | 
that of the frustum or lower part of 
a pyramid, surmounted by a series of 
terraces, rising one above and within; 
the other, the sanctuary forming the 
centre and climax of the whole. 
First, the mountain was shaped for 
the base—-its projections hewed down 
and its hollows built up with massive 
masonry. Upon this vast ground- 
work, 730 feet square, were erected 
the several terraces and courts of the, 
temple. The first or lower terrace 
formed the court of the Gentiles; the’ 
second thecourt of Israel; and above | 
this still, the interior space was devo- 
ted to the priests and the sacrifices. | 
Around the outeredge of the whole, 
a massive Cloister was erected; which, 
with the dizzy steep of the mountain, | 


almost incredible height of 730 feet. 
This was adorned without, with cor- 
nices, columns, and other architectu- 
ralembellishments. On the inside it 
presented a covered poriice of won- 
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derfal splendor, mn oe oy double 
and quadruple rows of columns, and 
running quite round the sacred en- 
closure, nearly 3,000 feet. The 
other terraces were bordered with 
similar porticos and colonades, rising 
by graceful gradations one, above 
another, to the spot now covered by 
the mosque, where the temple pro- 
per, the solemn abode of God’s visi- 
ble presence, loftier and richer than 
all, lifted its crown of marble and 
gold far above the surrounding 
structures. On all sides lofty gate- 
ways, towers and pinnacles were-so 
disposed as to give effect tothe whole. 
What could be more magnificent 
than such a mountain of architec- 
ture? But where is itnow? And 
where is the awful glory that filled 
that holy place, and brought the 
Godhead so visibly near to man? 
And where are the thousands of en- 
thusiastic worshippers, with their 
lavish offerings? Where are the 
retinues of priests, and the courses of 
singers—choir answering to choir— — 
the one reaching heaven with in- | 
cense, the other with songs of 
praise 2? Gone, as if they had never 
been! Here, in this house of Pilate, 
they exclaimed, respecting Christ, © 
‘His blood be upon us and upon our’ 
children!” and fearfully has that im=— 
precation been visited upon them. 
Almost immediately, the most h 
rible calamities overtook that rete” 
ed race ; for centuries they were for~ 
bidden, on pain of death, to approach 
their Holy city ; and down to this 
hour they are oppressed, insulted, and 


| their very name used as the most 


contemptuous of epithets, in the — 
home of their fathers. Instant de- 
struction would be the penalty, 
should an Israelite set foot withitr 
yonder courts, where once their 
tribes held exclusive possession by 
divine authority. They can only 
go and weep, and sing their plain- 
tive songs, beneath the outer wall-—— 
glad to find a burial place when they 
die, on the sides of the mountain, — 
where at least the shadows of Mo- 
riah may fall upon their graves. 
These groups of figures in various 
costumes—-who are they? Under 


i that tent sits the Turkish governor, 


L92 


and a doctor of the Mohammedan 
law. ‘Those in long white cloaks are 
wild Bedouins, the children of Ish- 
mael—-they» are arraigned for rob- 
bery, and are aboutto suffer the cru-: 
el bastinado. Like their father, their, 
hand is against every man, and every 
man’shandagainst them. Here, too, 


are some who bear the Christian | 


name~-Latins and Arnienians, In 


the court below, the followers of the || 


prophet are making their prostra- 
_ tions. How long, O how long shall 
the deep night of superstition and 
- imposture brood over these nations ! 
As I gaze upon the side of the 
Mount.of Olives, “over against the 
wall,” what thronging images rush 
upon thefancy. The various events 
that have occurred, and personages 
‘that have figured there in different 
ages, crowd at once upon my vision. 
Isee the shepherds of Canaan that 
_ led their flocks, over those crags be- 
fore the father of the faithful came 
from Ur of the Chaldees: next the 
conquering armies of Joshua rush 
down the mountain side to attack the 
Jebusites: again I behold it covered 


- with the fugitives, who accompany | 


David barefoot and weeping, as he 
flies from the treachery of his son: 
then a different scene presents itself— 
a rejoicing multitude, with palm- 
branches.in their hands, ery “ Hosan-. 
nag and cast their garments in the 
pathway of one who rides upon an: 
ass: and now the same personage 
stands there and beholds the city, 
and weeps over it, saying “If thou 
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by gazingy on the devoted city, 
in the possession. of their most’ 
hated foe,, And now, Olivet is strip- 
‘ped of its verdure, its naked and sun- 
bleached sidesretaining only here and 
there a stunted olive bush, at once 
the sad memorials of its ancient glo- 
ry, andthe witnesses of the ruthless 
despotism, which for many ages has 
reigned around, KIER ly 
~The whole of this ruined loveli- 
ness—this melancholy grandeur ap- 
pears as if the Most High had em- 
ployed the earthquake, fire, and pesti- 
|lence, and the still more destructive 
passions of men, to overthrow, and 
overthrow; and thus from a perpetual . 
succession of catastrophe and ruin, to 
construct an abiding monument of his 
| HATRED OF siIN—to show the universe, 
that no people is so dear, no place so 
favored, as to be wicked with impu- 
inity! And yet, what memorials of 
ithe Grace and mercy of God sur- 
round me, even here. Yonder lies 
Bethlehem, where Christ was born ; 
here is Moriah where he taught= 
|Gethsemane where: he wept——Cal- 
vary where he died—<and Olivet 
whence he ascended up to the right 
hand of God! 7 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem !~-How — 
fallen from her glory, and yet how 
dear, even in her desolations! “Thy 
servants take pleasure in her stones, 
|and favor the dust thereof.” ‘They 
weep when they remember Zion. 
Whithersoever I direct my eyes, one 
single expression uttered by unerring 
lips, seems the only form of language 


adequate to deseribe at once the de- 
gree and instruments of her degra- 
dation—and I turn away'sighing forth 


_ hadst known the things that belong 
to thy peace!”? Again I see him 
prostrate on. the earth, the moon 


glancing coldly on his pale and ago-| 


nized features, while he eries “If it 
be possible, let this cup pass from 


that sentence—“ Trodden down of 
the Gentiles—trodden down of the 
Gentiles!” a ertea ie j 


- me! and then there is a noise of 
_ tushing and violence, and torchlights 
' gleaming on steel, as the soldiers 
lead him away to trial. And now, 
Jerusalem is compassed with armies. 
‘The mountain is white with tents-— 
its olive trees are cut down to.make 
engines of war. Roman, Egyptian, 
Persian, and Saracenic invaders in 
succession——Christian Crusaders and 
_anti-christian, Moslems, alternately 
fire their warlike fury on this spot 


ee es a ~ 


“The Lord shall scatter thee among all 
| people, from the one end of the earth even’ 
unto the other. And among these nations 
thou shalt find no ease, neither shall the sole 
of thy foot have rest: but the Lord shalk 
give thee a trembling heart, and failing of 
eyes, and sorrow of mind: Thou shalt fear 
day and night, and shalf have none assu- 
| tance of thy life.” ; i 
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my Gis. Skee a... ee the GospeL .......- Mark xvi, 15. 
How shall they PREACH, except they be sent ? her » Rom. x. 15. 
Vol. XI.» JANUARY, 1839. No. 9. 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


WE have read with deep interest the 37th 
Report of the N. Hampshire M. S., by Rev. 
B. P. Stons, Secretary. During the year 
ending in August last, this Auxiliary sus- 
tained 51 Missionaries in 54 churches. The 
additions reported by 33 churches average 
nearly 12 persons to each, and an aggregate 
of $1,931 98 collected for charitable pur- 
poses. Revivals of more or less interest and 
power were enjoyed in 13 of the congrega- 
tions aided. The Society’s receipts for the 
year were $5,076. 

But that which has most ee iy us in 
this Reportis the history which it gives of 
the operations of the Society, since its form- 
ation in September, 1801. The Constitution 

~ sets forth the general objects of the Society 
as follows: “To send Missionaries to desti- 
tute towns, parishes, and societies within 
this state, and on the borders of the same, 
to afford pecuniary aid to churches and so- 
cieties, which, in the judgment of the Trus- 
tees, are proper objects of charity for the 
support of the Gospel, and to distribute 
tracts and books for the encouragement of 
Sabbath schools and Juvenile societies, and 
thus, with all its means, to promote the in- 
terests of ahem and the enlargement of 
the churches.” 

The destitute towns on Connecticut river 
were the first places that were visited by the 
Missionaries of the New-Hampshire Mis- 
sionary Society. Forseveral years the So- 
ciety was in the practice of sending forth 
Missionaries to itinerate for a few months or 


Hampshire, Maine, Vermont, the northern 


part of New-York, and the eastern town- 


ships of Lower Canada, and sustained them . 


principally at its own expense. 


From the following item in their instruc- 


tions, it will appear that certain dangers to 


4 


which Missionaries are exposed, are not pe- _ 


culiar to our own times—“‘It is expected that 
you will keep the benevolent end of your 
mission always in view, and make the ad- 
vancementof the Redeemer’s Kingdom your 
only object, carefully avoiding all sinister 
views, or worldly rata oid R and all de- 
bates on political subjects.” He 

In 1807, the Society was incorporated by 
an act of the Legislature, under the title of — 
New-Hampsatre ~~ Missionary 
with power to establish funds not erepaiiig 
ten thousand dollars. 3 ws Pe 

It was not till 1809 that the policy of ‘aidin 
feeble churches in sustaining the. poe f 
means of grace, (the policy which is charac- 
teristic of the A. H. M. S. and other Do- 
mestic Missionary Societies of recent Orie 
gin,) was adopted. That year gave rise to 
the “inquiry in the Board whether it might 


not better subserve the cause of the Gos- 
pel to render the Missionaries of the Society 


more stationary, and whether they ought not 
to direct their exertions more towards the 
settlement of the Gospel in new places, en- 
couraging the people in such places to unite 


| and help themselves, by affording them ae 


assistance towards the settlement of a min 
ister.’ From this period it was the potag 
of the Society to settle the ministry in des- 
titute places under their patronage, and thus 


weeks each, in the destitute regions of New- | render permanent theinstitutions of religion. 
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That the good people of New-England 
may know what changes the stated enjoy- 
ment of preaching has wrought in their so- 
cial habits, we give the following extract 

_ froma Missionary’s report in 1810. . Speak- 
ing of acertain place, where he labored, he 
says: ‘‘ Several families of the place appear- 
ed decent, the rest were friendly, but very 


uninformed. They seemed to wish to attend | 


meeting, and to do rightly, but knew not 
how to behave when they came together. 
Some indecencies took place, while the sub- 
jects of them appeared not to know the ob- 
ject of the meeting. While some appeared 
solemn and attentive, others with no less 
good nature sat and smoked their pipes, and 
those who would talk and whisper, appeared 
wholly unconscious of any impropriety of 
conduct.” 
It would be interesting to follow the So- 
ciety through each year of its labors, but our 
- space will not allow it. We cannot however 
forbear transferring to our pages the follow- 
ing from_the conclusion of the history, on 
aecount of its general bearing in favor of 
Home Missionary operations. c 


RESULTS. 


During the thirty-seven years. the 
New-Hampshire Missionary Society 
has been in operation, it has sent 

- forth 929~ Missionaries, who have 
performed 450 years of ministerial 
_ labor among the feeble portions and 
desolations of our Zion. The num- 
ber of hopeful conversions, and addi- 
tions to the churches under its pa- 
tronage, is over 2,500, and theamount 
expended in the prosecution of its 
benevolent work is $90,21848. It 


has been the instrument of forming | 


about 40 churches of the Redeemer 
among the desolations of the State. 


* 


GENERAL REMARKS. . 
Value of the Stated Ministry. 


Fidelity to the cause of truth re- 
quires us, perhaps, to record the pain- 
ful fact, that some of the above men- 
tioned churches have become extinct, 
or nearly so, that they are no longer 
numbered among the churches of 
this State. In contemplating this 


Pi 
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of Jesus, they will 
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melancholy Providenee, if it may be 
so termed, we are led to inquire, Why 
have these churches faded away ? 
Was it because they were planted 
upon the mountains, and among the 
rocks, where they were inaccessible 
to those “ that bringeth good tidings, 
that publish peace * * * that say 
unto Zion, thy God _ reigneth ?’? 
Other churches, possessing no more. 
favorable natural advantages, have 
lived, and become strong in numbers 
and inflnence. Other causes may 
contribute to the decline and death 


‘of ehurehes; but in all eases like 


those before us, it will be found that 
the most efficient cause lies in a des- 
titution, a “ famine of the word.” 
They are deprived of their vital ali- 
ment. Churehes may have Bibles, 
books, schools, and gifted men, but 
if it is not their privilege to “ sit un- 
der the droppings of the sanetuary,” 
and listen from Sabbath to Sabbath 
te the voice of the living messenger 
0 to. decay. 
When a church of Christ beeomes 


/extinet, it is one of the greatest 


moral evils thatean happen to any 
people this side of the judgment. 


A star in the moral heavens falls, ané 


the region which onee was blessed 
with its light and heat, is now eursed 
with perpetual darkness and frost. 
The mere death of one or two aged 
pilgrims, or the removal of a few 
disheartened individuals, may not 
be regarded, in itself considered, se 
great a calamity to the interest of 
true religion, as that gradual decline, 
by which a church, once possessing 
20, 30, or 40 members, is redueed to 
non-existence. 

A settled, evangelical ministry, is 
essential to the being, growth and 
sanctification of the church militant. 
And it is scarcely less so to a feeble 
band of disciples, than to one able 
to sustain its own institutions. The 
blessing-of Heaven is sure to attend 
such a ministry, when wisely, faith- 
fully and perseveringly directed to 
the great single purpose of winning 
souls unto Christ. — ya ie 


Comparison of Missionary with 
other Churches. 


It is found that our feeble churches, 


<<" 5 


} 


Fs 


_cultivated. 
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that have been favored with the es- 
tablished means of grace, have been 
as prosperous, especially with re- 
spect to the increase of numbers, as 
others that need no charitable assist- 
ance. Asan illustration of this, we 
make the following comparison be- 
tween the same number, and for the 
most part, the same churches, both 
able and feeble, as reported in the Mi- 
nutes of the General Association, for 
the years 1827 and 1837. 

In 1827, eighty-four able churches 
contained 8,533 communicants. In 
1837, the same churehes contained 
14,468 communicants—showing an 
increase in ten years of 5,937, about 
three-fourths of one per cent. 

in 1827, forty-five feeble churches 
contained 1,491 communicants. In 
1837, the same churches contained 
2,771—showing an increase in ten 
years of 1,300, a fraction less than 
one per cent. 

- From this, it appears that the 


_ means of grace are quite as effectual 


in building up the waste places of 
our Zion, as in enlarging the borders 
of those fields that have long been 


Where are the Results ? 


If it should be asked, where is the 


- good, that so much time, expense 


and painful toil, ought to have accom- 


plished for New-Hampshire? We 


would reply, this question can never 
be fully an.wered till the scenes of 
the present world are reviewed in 
eternity. Yet, looking at a few facts 
in the history of the missionary 
cause in this State, wemay get some 
idea of the good that has been effect- 
ed. We may safely estimate that 
3000 souls. have been converted, 
through the instrumentality of mis- 
sionary labor. Is this no benefit to 
New-Hampshire ? Is it no benefit to 
New-Hampshire, to have the intem- 
perate, vicious and ignorant portion 
of her population made sober, intel- 
ligent and virtuous? And yet all 
this has been effected for multitudes, 
through missionary influence. The 


_ drunkard has been transformed from 


a curse into a blessing to his family; 
the s wearer has been taught to revere 


a 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. 195 


and love the Being, whose name he 
has so.often profaned ; and the Sab- 
bath-breaker has become a regular 
attendant on the worship of God. Isit 


no benefit to New-Hampshire to have . 
imen of educated and liberal minds — 


scattered over her territory? And 
such generally have been the men 
employed by the Missionary Society. 
They have been found foremost in 
every enterprise for the promotion 
of the education and morals of 
community. Is it no benefit to New- 
Hampshire, to have her children and 
youth brought under the influence of 
religious instruction 2? And yet more 
than 3,000 of them, for the last eight 


taught in the Sabbath Schools con- 
nected with the Missionary congre- 
gations. Is it no benefit to New- 
Hampshire to have her towns and pa- 
rishes furnished. with temples for the 
worship of Jehovah, so that her sons 
and daughters may have opportunity 
of coming into his presence on his 
holy day ? And yettwenty-five new 
houses of worship have been erected 
on missionary ground, within half as 
many years. But who needs evi- 
dence that the New-Hampshire Mis- 


friend of the church, or of man, 
familiar with its history, will be dis- 
posed to doubt it. By its patronage 
many of the otherwise destitute 
churches and congregations of this 


State have enjoyed and are still en-. 
joying all those hallowed institutions, 


| which were the glory of the ancient 
churches of New-England. 


Present condition of the feeble | 


Churches in this State. 


They may be divided into three 
classes. The first class comprises 
‘those that are too small and feeble to 
enjoy a reasonable hope of ever be- 
holding their own “Teacher.” Their 
number does not exceed. twenty. 
They are poor in this world’s goods, 
and their poverty furnishes one of 
the strongest arguments why the 
Gospel should be preached to them. 
If you send them no shepherds to 
nourish them, and keep them from 
wandering from the fold, they will 


or ten years, have been annually 


sionary Society has done good? No © 


ey 
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soon be scattered like deserted sheep || lity, but are not yet sufficiently strong 
upon the mountains, and many of|| to depend upon their own resources. 
them will soon cease to be. | They are the most. flourishing and 

The second class comprises those || prosperous of our feeble churches, 
that are able to contribute from two- | and perhaps, constitute the largest 
thirds to three-fourths the amount} class. The aid which they have 
necessary to enjoy the stated ministry | received has evidently saved them 
of the word, but are so situated, in the | from sinking into great feebleness 
providence of God, that the prospect | and discouragement, and now gives 
of their immediate increase in num- | them the prospect of standing, sooner 
bers and ability issmall. They, there- || or later, among those churches that 
fore, remain upon the list of benefi- | are able to support the Gospel for 
ciaries from year to year. | themselves, and contribute liberally 

The third class comprises those | to send it to the perishing, both at 
that possess still more pecuniary abi- | home and abroad. 


Correspondence of the A. WH. PA. S. 


ALABAMA, general sickness commenced in our 
my .._, |) settlement, which has not yet entire- ~ 
From the Rev. R. Holman, Mardis- ly subsided. My own hele were 
: _ ville, Ala. taken sick; and it is now more than 
In the November number of the Home HEME ig te erat ue HaSPCeD, 
Missionary, p. 152, we gave an extract|/thetime to her bed. She hassuffered 
from a Report of Mr. H. We have since|| much for want of suitable nursing: 
received the fullowing brief confirmation of being for weeks without any female 
the encouraging account there given: in the house, I performed the offices 
ue Wet both of cook and nurse, night and 
Notwithstanding the unsettled and |/day. But we have not been the only 
distracted condition of our church, |! sufferers—others have been afflicted 
we have had more to encourage us||in like manner. Our eastern friends 
this fall than we have had since|| can scarcely imagine to what incon- 
the settlement of this new country. || veniences and sufferings people are 
It is the Lord’s work, it must, it will subject in this new country, for want 
prosper. Blessed be his name, we] of suitable attention in times of sick- 
feel that there is no ground of fear— || ness, 
except that we may not do our duty.|/ We have, however, great reason 
. ‘ for thankfulness to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who has mercifully preserved 
. us alive, while many around us have 
ILLINOIS, fallen victims to the arrows of death. 
iy The sickness has been very fatal. 
WHO WILL PAY—WHO WILL GIVE? |/From twenty to thirty, within the 
¥ circle of our littlecommunity, have 
Let the reader who has the heart of a|! in the last three months been called 
Christian read the following statement, and |! to try the realities of eternity. We 
then decide whether he has yet any duty to] have lost some of the most Valuable 
do for the new settlements and those whoare || members of our eommunity. Our 
laboring to plant the Gospel in them. little church has been sorely afflicted 
| in the loss of one of its most inte- 
It was nearly the close of the first || resting and useful members. She 
quarter before I received my com-t was the wife of a young physician, 
mission. About the same time a! who alone stands pledged to me for 


Ul 
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my support. His subscription ‘for 
the year is $200. He expects: aid | 
from others io make up whatI may | 
get, over $200. His wife came to 
this place two years since and enjoy- 
ed uninterrupted health: till about a 
week previous to her death. An un- 
relenting fever carried her rapidly 
to the grave. She was enabled to 
triumph in the blessed hope of a glo-. 
rious immortality through redeeming 
blood. We greatly lament her loss, 
yet would submissively- acquiesce 
in the dispensations of our heavenly 
Father. This event has broken up 
the family of our brother, and, toge- 
ther with some other removals from 
our little number, and other circum-' 
stances which might be mentioned; | 
rendered our prospects rather dark. 
and discouraging. From present ap- 
pearances I have been led to question 
whether it was my duty to remain 
here even the year out without bright- 
er prospects of success. ‘The tax for, 
my supportris certainly very heavy | 
upon the few—-there being not more 
than half a dozen to bear the whole 
burden. Besides this we labor under 
many disadvantages. One is, we 
have no suitable house in which to. 
hold our meetings. 


REVIVAL. 


From Rev. A. L. Pennoyer, Man- 
chester, Iil. 


We have had a very interesting 
state of things in this place, for some 
time past. There has been a general 
awakening and attention to the sub-| 
ject of religion. Some over sixty, 
years of age have experienced a 
change of heart, and have publicly 
avowed the Lord Jesus Christ to be 
their Saviour. Our last communion 
season was one of deep interest. 
Two of the leading men inthe place—| 
their heads white with age—public- 
ly put on Christ. Eight. have been’ 
added to the church on profession: 
of their faith; others will soon be 
added. A great change has been 
produced in the places of public re-| 
sort. The grocery was the custom- 


ary lounging place—now the house || 


of God and the social prayer meeting 
are frequented. Instead of idle con- 
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pversation and trifling companions, 


religious people are sought, and ex- 
' perimental piety is the theme of dis- 
course. This change is interesting 
in this respect—it has embraced some 
heads of families, the leading, influ- 
ential members of the place. 

Having become almost discourag- 
ed, I said “surely I have labored in 
vain and spent my. strength for 
nought ;” still my efforts were not re- 
laxed, and God has by his Spirit ac- 
complished the work. To him be 
all the glory. It is a blessed privi- 
lege to work in the vineyard of 
Christ, whether successful or unsuc- 
cessful. ; % 

We still mourn over the desecra- 
tions of the Sabbath. We have 
some among us who never enter the 


| house of God, but spend the Lord’s 


day in manual labor, shooting, or 
rides of pleasure and business. Sick- 
ness has been so prevalent here as to 
interrupt the Sabbath school. 

At Winchester, the prospects are 
both encouraging and discouraging— 
encouraging to see the Christians of 
this church so attentive to the preach- 
ing of God’s word, and to know that 
they pray and labor for the extension | 
of Christ’s cause. They cheerfully 
contribute according to their ability 
for the support of the Gospel here, and 
also to send the bread of life to the 
heathen. 
church have raised $20 and Op ae: 
forthe A. B.C. F.M. A Bible Soc 
has been formed for the supply of 
destitute in this vicinity —to which 
the different denominations contri- 
buted :--$41 were raised for a perma- 
nent fund.-~ Forty copies of the Tem- 
perance Herald are taken for gratui- 
tous distribution and are faithfully 
circulated. The monthly concert of 
prayer is maintained. The Sabbath 
| school is in a flourishing condition. 
One has been added to the church 
by profession. Thediscouraging as- 


nominations. The Baptists number 


sixty, the Methodists one hundred, 
| and the ig 5 Se one hundred, 


CAMPBELLISM. 


The doctrine of the Campbellites 
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“A few individuals in this — 


pect is the division into different de-_ 


« 


; 
be 
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is very congenial to the unrenewed 
heart. The most abandoned wretch 
in the world can become a'member| 
of their church without a change of, 
life, and yet practice no deception. 
All the requisition is, believe Jesus 
Christ to be the Son of God, and 
then submit to immersion for the for- 
_giveness of sins. There is not a 
wicked man on earth who would prac- 
tice deceit by complying with all 
their requisitions, yet retain the same 
character. 


From a Missionary in the Southern 
part of Illinois. a0 


_ The arrival of my commission af- 
forded me great relief, as I was 
thereby enabled to meet engage- 
ments which I could not otherwise 
have fulfilled. Since my-last report, 
our. Sabbath school and. Bible class 
have been in a discouraging situa- 
tion. There has been so much of| 
_ the chills and fever among the peo- 

ple, that even our public services| 
were omitted for several Sabbaths. | 
But it isa distressing fact, thatthe 
afflictions have not humbled the 
hearts of the people. 


TENNESSEE. 


Rev. A. Bradshaw, Fayette- 
4 ville, Ten. 


> 


REVIVAL. 


During the summer there has been 
an increasing attention to the means 
of grace. Usually I had crowded 
houses, and when blessed with a 
pleasant day we have been under 
the necessity of retiring to the groves 
adjoining the church, that the large 


and attentive congregation might be 


accommodated. This state of things | 
continued in the Unity church until | 
the second Sabbath of September, i 
during the progress of a protracted. 
meeting. This blessed Sabbath} 
proved to be, indeed, one of the days 
of the Son of Man to that church. 
The solemnity, intense solicitude, 
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by a vast number of the large assem- 
bly, evinced the mighty working of 
the Holy Spirit. The meeting con- 
tinued until Tuesday morning, du- 
ring which time the ery was extorted 
from many, “Men and_ brethren 
what shall we-do??. and numbers 
were heard to speak of the loving 
kindness and onda mercies of God 
in their conversion. The work was 
rational, pungent, and solemn. Du- 
ring the meeting, thirty-seven, to my 
own knowledge, professed faith in 
the Son of God. How many more 
there were I am not prepared to say. 
Some twelve or fifteen, whose spirits 
were troubled at the meeting, have 
made the same profession since that 
time, making the whole number 
about fifty. Surely the Lord hath 
been kind and gracious. By the 
dews of Heaven our thirsty Zion hill 
has been watered. The wilderness 
and solitary place have been made 
glad, and the desert has rejoiced, and 
blossomed as the rose. 

At this meeting you might see 
Christians, of different denomina- 
tions, mingling their tears, sympa- 
thies, joys and prayers together; 
and as many as four denominations 
were, to some extent, included in the 


blessings of the work. 

The influence of this delightful 
convocation was communicated to 
other churches ; so that in this region 
about 200 have professed religion 
since that time. ‘Twenty-one of the 
new converts have attached them- 
selves to Unity church, and it is 
probable that eight or ten more will. 


INDIANA. 
AFFLICTIONS OF A MISSIONARY. 


The followiug extract is from the report 
of one who has suffered much in the cause 
of Christ among the destitute. The circum- 
stances alluded to occurred when he was 
about to remove to another field of labor. 


All the promises of the people 
among whom I have labored have 


and tenderness of heart, manifested | 


* 


utterly failed, so that what I have re- 
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‘ ceived from the A. H. M.S. has con- 
stituted my whole support. 

From my former. reports the So-! 
ciety are aware that the field which, 
I have left has always been a trying | 
one. It was through great difficul- 
ties that I went there first, and the 
last three months of my continuance | 
‘there was the most trying time of| 
all. While assailed by persecutors 
without, it pleased the Lord to lay 
my whole family prostrate by sick- 
ness, (which has been unusually se- 
vere this season,) and toremove my 
oldest daughter by death. 

As soon’as I could leave home, I 
made all necessary provisions for the 
comfort of my family, and took a 
journey: through several counties, 
preaching among the destitute 
churches. 

You ean judge of my feelings, 
when, on returning home, I learned 
that on the second night after my de- 
parture, my house, with all it con- 
tained, had been consumed by fire, 
involving me in a loss of six orseven | 
hundred dollars. My wife and chil-| 
dren, roused at midnight by a mira- 
cle of Providence, had just time to 
escape in their night clothes, and| 
being a mile and a half from any 
other house, they had to remain by 
the ruins till morning. My wile was | 
but recovering from her confinement, | 
and was thus driven from her bed to 
spend a night in the open air without, 
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a shelter, with an infant only four 
weeks old. The little stranger has’ 
since died in consequence of a cold. 
which she then took, which settled 
ou her lungs. 
the Lord to lead me through so many 
trials, and to strip me of this world’s 
goods by one sweeping calamity, I 
hope that I can bow with submission 
to his righteous government, because 
"§ the Judge of all the earth will do, 
right.” 


DELUSIONS. 


From a Missionary Report. 


It is truly difficult, if not impossi- 


ble, for any one that has not come 


Though it has pleased | 
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into contact with certain forms of re- 
ligion, toconceive of ignorance itself 
as being so blind as trial proves it to 
be. I have before seen some illus- 
tration of this fact, but not until re 
cently have I seen it so fully mani- 
fested. We are now in the midst of 
a Campbellite revival. The excite- 
ment is great. But such views and 
feelings are prevalent as I never be- 
fore have been accustomed to regard 
as indications of the presenceof the 
Holy Spirit. If Iean form a correct 
opinion of the feelings of the con- 
verts, censoriousness, rather than 
penitence, characterized them. In- 
deed, what among all denomina- 
tions is called evangelical, insisted 
upon as genuine repentance and 
faith, is treated as a relic of the dark 
ages, too absurd to be defended inan 
enlightened community. The sub- 
stance of the whole matter is to 
“ receive the testimony,” (i. e. to ac- 
knowledge, in general terms, a belief 
in the New Testament, ) and to be 
baptized for the remission of sins. 
All the blessings of the covenant of. 
grace are inseparably connected with 
the reception of those terms. The — 
impenitent sinner need-not be in 
trouble about his sins—they are all to 
be washed away in the water, The 
moment the ‘rue Gospel is preached, 
and he yieldshis assent, He is to look 
for the new birth in the “ liquid 


» 


stream.” “ What shall I do tobe | 
saved 2” is an inquiry that need Be 
Ww 


made no more. He knows the 

to the water, the preacher is willing — 
to afford all necessary assistance in 
obtaining the new birth. Any uppo- 
sition to such views raises the cry of 
persecution; and because “ the true 
church was always persecuted, 
therefore we are the true church,” 
is a conclusive mode of reasoning. 
True, the preachers can call “ the 
Methodists the long handle, the Bap- — 
tists the short handle, and the Pres- 
byterians the black handle, » and can. 
insinuate that one of these denomi- 
nations looks through green specta- 
cles, another through pale, and the 
other through blue,” and seeing 
things through these discolored me- 
diums must form incorrect ideas. 
But there is one denomination, “the 


4 


_absent 
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true Church of Christ,” that sees 
things as they are, bythe naked eye. 
“ All other denominationsare merely 
sectarians, but we are not; all others 
are prejudiced, but. we are not.” 
And besides, the preacher has been to 
Great Britain—has baptized eight 
thousand people—and they reckon 


he is about the best man living. 


There are not a few in this com- 
munity who feel considerable solici- 
tude to know the result of such doc- 
Time will fur- | 
nish a comment that will be read, 
though the decision: of the Scrip-. 
tures, the test of religious truth, 


trines and measures. 


should be unheeded. 


From Rev. A. Johnson, Peru, Ind. 


I arrived-in Peru with my family 


about the first of July, having been 
Rev. Mr. 


eight weeks. 
Stocker, teacher in the academy, 
preached for me in the mean time, 
and. took charge of the Sabbath 
school. 
arrival here, Mrs. J. and my three 
children, were taken sick. She was 
sick with the fever, and ague and 


fever, six weeks. By the blessing of 


God they have allrecovered. Since 
their recovery I have myself been 
sick between four and five weeks. 
The sickness here has been general— 


no family has escaped. Very few 
deaths, however have occured in this 


place. ‘South and North of us the 
Sickness has been very fatal, but has 
now subsided. Sicknessin my family 


prevented my reporting to you at the 


close of the last quarter. - . 
Our congregations on the Sabbath 
are very attentive; I know not that 
I ever preached to apparently more 
attentive ones. They have not been 
large this fall, on account of the sick- 
ness that has prevailed. Our Sabbath 
school has been large and interesting. 
Including teachers it has nuinbered 
ninety-four, many of whom one year 
ago were in the habit of profaning the 
holy day openly in the streets. This 
school will be kept up during the 
winter and will receive my special 
attention, — | 
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About four weeks after our 


r Pv 
January, 


OHIO. 


From Rev, W. B. Stow, Defiance, O. 
| Nov. 3, 1838. 


‘Tam happy in being able to inform 
you that my life, and the lives of my 
family, have been continued through 
a season of uncommon sickness and 
death. Prosperity attended us in all 
our undertakings and efforts, till 
nearly the first of August. Then, a 
general sickness commenced its rava- 
ges on the whole length of the Mau- 
mee and the Auglaze rivers. Scarce- 
ly a family escaped, and in many all, 
ornearly all, were prostrateon bedsof 
languishment with a fever somewhat 
peculiar to this climate. Thiscalamity — 
continued with very littleabatement — 
for about ten weeks. Many fell to rise 
no more till the greatday. My fami- 
ly have shared in the affliction. One 
of them was not expected to live for 
some time. No member of my fami- | 
ly is at presentin health except my- 
self. Ihave been highly favored: 
was attacked, but not with severity ;. 
and in a short time was again able 
to attend to the duties incumbent. | 

During this time of general cala- 
mity Ihave been led to contemplate, 


;more than ever before, the great 


need of spiritual instruction among 
the destitute. Ihave learned by per- 
sonal investigation that where the 
Gospel ministry is not maintained, the 


people in general liveand die like the 


heathen. My time has been taken 
up in visiting the sick and attending 
and preaching at funerals. Of course, 
some of the objects mentioned in my 
first report have been suspended. 
We are now beginning. to turn our 
attention to them again; and hope 
by the continued blessing of God to | 
succeed. 


Expense of Living. 


It is more expensive living here, 
than in any other place within my 
knowledge. There is-not enough 
raised in the region to support the 
located inhabitants. Add to this, the 
canal is now making for sixty miles 
each way from this point. 'The great- 
er part of the produce consumed 
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tance. over very bad roads; and, || to this class of our friends. 

when here, is generally in the hands |} 1. We deem it-due to the cause of truth to 
of speculators ; so that the necessa- || state facts just as the Missionaries find them. 
ry articles of living are higher here |) should Ministers go to the West under anim- 
on an average than in New-York or perfect view of the labors and trials which 
Boston. await them, they arelikely to be disappointed 
and unhappy. The Society would be un- 
just to withhold any informatio which such 
ought to have, in making up their minds. 

2. We publish these details of trial because 
we wish to raise the standard of Home 
Missionary character. We have a deep 
conviction that in many respects the exigen- 
cies of the missionary work in our own 
land demands a higher style of piety, in or- 
der to go through it with success and 
honor to religion, than even the labors of the 
foreign field. We would therefore discard 
do you suppose I live here on less | the notion that men who have no hearts to 
than half that sum in money ?_ I do || be moved by the appeal that comes up from 
not receive money enough from the | the dying heathen, may safely and properly 


_ people to pay my postage bills. Id0| be received as Missionaries to the West. 
not know how I should have lived When, some two or three years since, the 


here, had it not been for , friends, air was loaded with the praises of west- 
= ba cate _ 7 . syne eo ern lands, and the fair savannas and groves 
Tivo ia a o of 8300 ae Ba ie! He and streams constituted, too often, the theme 
rival here. This has gone into tha even » of clerical correspondence, there was 
building of our little habitation, and |? universal tendency to tear up ministerial , 


From an Application for Aid. 
SMALLNESS OF SUPPORT. 


The subscription of this congrega- 
tion has at length beencirculated, and 
the amount has been found to be 
about $135 for the current year. 
When I was in New-England $600 


in this country, is brought from a dis- : our reasons for these statements are due 
would hardly sustain me; how, then, 


to the purchase of a cow or two. connexions by the roots, and transplant 
’ || them to the new Arcadia. But now, when 
Ero, Anatar: it is found that the West presents no excep- 


tion to the rest of the world—that those who 
live there must labor, and suffer, and be sick 
people in money, for my ministerial || and die, as well’as be useful and happy—just 
services, since I have resided among | asthe inhabitants of other regions—there is a 
_ them, which is now about eighteen |\reaction. Many persons shrink from the 
months, is $17, paid by one man, be- | sacrifice of going there. They were willing 
ing about half of his subscription. || ¢, go, when there was a prospect of being 


Of Ma guahtic vie: dep pruce to ey settled in some of the cities which were sup- 
cash expenditures, has been almost posed to be rising out of the earth, like 


wholly apan the beneticence of your | mustitobmal in a night, and of having at 


Sraehys once around them the refinements of culti- 

; vated society and a prompt and generous 
hy ah eer Annas BF pheees } support. sit do they recoil from the same 
work when it is found to lie among a poor 
people and attended with self-denial? Then 
they are the very persons whom the West 
does not want. They are in some way un- 
fitted to meet its exigencies. By publishing 
the account of missionary trials, we may, 
perhaps, obtain fewer Missionaries than if 


All that I have received from this 


Some who wish well to the cause of Home 
Missions have intimated a doubt as to the 
expediency of makmg known the details of 
trial and embarrassment which attend the 
missionary work in the West. They fear 
that ministers who are turning their thoughts 
to that interesting field, will be frightened 
from it by the prospect of hard labor and || those accounts were suppressed; but the 
poor support. A few words in explanation | few will do more good than a far greater 
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number who should go out with worldly or | these tracts, with others that may be 


mistaken views. Some who have entered 
that interesting region, perhaps not knowing 
what manner of spirit they were of, have 
already become thoroughly secularized. 
Notonly is theirown usefulness hindered, but 
their example and their influence are a grief 
to their brethren, and a source of triumph to 
the enemies of religion. 

3. We publish these details in order that 
the churches at the East may know the 
length and breadth of the work which has 
to be done, with all its, difficulties. _Most 
persons expect too much—they think that 
it is almost time for the new settlements to 
‘90 alone.” Of course such will not do 
their duty to their brethren unless these 
views are corrected; and there is no way to 
correct them but by the exhibition of facts 
gathered from the whole field, and impar- 
tially presented in their natural connexions. 


From J, Eells, Amherst, O. 


E continue, as formerly, my mis-| 


sionary laborsinthe townships east of 
Elyria, visiting each station month- 
ly, and preaching at each, place, on 
the Sabbath, every other month. I 
have engaged the church, in each 
place, to hold ameeting monthly, for 
mutual edification; at which I ex- 
pect to be with them every other 
month. The meetings at each sta- 
tion, are attended, manifestly, with 
increasing interest. 


Circulation of Religious Works. 


The prospects are favorable for 


the regular circulation of tracts and 


other books inthese places. I have 


just received from New-York, the 
5000 pages appropriated by the Ame- 


rican Tract Society. They are an ex- 
cellent assortment, and just the thing 


- we need inthis vicinity. To-morrow, 


we are to have a meeting of the 
tract distributors in this township, 
when a portion of these tracts will 


be put into their hands, and be im- 


mediately brought into circulation. 
The last of this week, Iam to take 
my monthly missionary tour; and 
shall endeavor to have a portion of 


collected, and as many bound vo- 
lumes as we can obtain, put into a 
train of regular, monthly circulation 
in the vicinity of each of these mis- 
sionary stations. Much good, in 
different ways, may be accomplished, 


by the divine blessing, on these 


means. Thetractsrecently received, 
being, the most of them, new among 
us, will give a new spring to our 
tract, operations. . 

Our prayer meetings and Sabbath 
school are continued as usual. The 
monthly concert is regularly observ- 
ed, though but a small number at- 
tend. We shall, doubtless, contri- 
bute something to most of the bene- 
volent objects, named in your instruc- 
tions, though nothing has been done 
since my last report. 


MICHIGAN. 


From Rev. J. M. Ellis, Grass Lake, 
Mich, 


A GOOD THOUGHT. 


How Christians at the East may 
promote the salvation of their 
friends in the West. 


I mentioned in my last the season 
of refreshing from the Lord in the 
congregation of Grass Lake in April 
and Maylast. I allude tothe subject 
again to state the means of the hope- 
ful conversion of three of our young 
men. This, besides the ordinary 
preaching of the word, was letter 
writing. One received a letter from 


his beloved mother; one from his sis- 


ter, and one from a brother-in-law. 
Of these three young men, two at 
least intend studying for the minis- 
try. .T'wo of these letters came just 
at the time of the protracted meeting. 
They had the happiest effect, in con- 
nexion with other means, for the con- 
version of lost souls. I mention this 
fact, because I fear that the church 
does not sufficiently appreciate this 
mode of seeking the conversion of 
men, so successfully employed by 
that faithful servant of God, H. Page, 
in whose crown of rejoicing a hun- 
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dred stars appear to the naked eye. Our pecuniary strength does not in- 
When I look on these three young} crease in the pie ratio as our 
men, hopefully converted to God in | numbers, but we hope that we shall 
as many months, in the congregation || not always be a burden to our 
of one minister, by such means, and | friends. 

two of them looking forward to the | 


christian ministry—O how delight- 


ful would be the work of the Mis- . 


sionary in the far West, would every 


“ ; 
brother, and sister, and mother,” in| 


the family of Christ, so do the will 
of Christ; and while they send their 
prayers to heaven for the conversion 
of their distant friends, they should 
_ expectno answer to their prayers till 
_ they had proved their faith and sin- 
a _ gerity by sending letters to each 
friend, beaming with truth and love. 
w suitable a means for ug to 

and for God to bless. 


SSS 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


From Rev. J. M. Davis, Fair- 
_ mount, Pa. 


We mourn the absence of that 
divine influence which has blest us 
heretofore, so far as the conversion 
of sinners is concerned; but we be- 


lieve that those who were brought in 


during the last winter, have been 


of holy things. Most of them prove 


faithful, and exhibit more and more) 
of all that is lovely in christian ¢ha-| 
racter. The responsibility of the 
Sabbath school has been sustained | 
with cheerfulness and fidelity; and, 
recently the teachers have elected a. 
suitable superintendent, and thus re-_ 


lieved me frora a great burden. They 
occupy the afternoon of the Sabbath 
in teaching, and with a prayer meet- 
ing. The females of the church have 


commenced a prayer-meeting, and 


sustained it with considerable inte- 
rest, Many of the young converts 
taking a deeply interested part in 
the exercises. .Our meetings are all 
well attended, and the people have 
recently subscribed $200 to make 
some improvements in our building. 
We are getting into more and more 
system in regard to every thing 
which appertains to our prosperity. 


NEW-YORK. — 


From Rev. O. S. Powell, Philips- 
. burgh, N. Y. 


In the number of the Home Missionary 
for October, p. 141, we gave an account of 
the mission to the feeble churches of Ange- 
lica Presbytery, in the state of New-York. 
The following report of the Missionary, 
while it gives us gratifying intelligence of 


USE, |! the success of the enterprise, informs us that 


he is compelled by illness to retire from the 
field, 


During the last quarter I have en- 


| dured some trials, but have experi- 


enced many andrich mercies. About 
eight weeks since my health became 
so poor that it was neeessary for me 
to leave my field of labor for a time, 
and, with the approbation of those of 
the Committee of Presbytery with 
whom I could confer, I obtained a 
brother to labor in my place. 

The communion has been admi-. 


: Sage : |nistered at Andover; the church 
growing in grace, and im knowledge’ 


there is ina feeble state. Ihave also 
visited Rushford and administered 
the communion. Two were added 
by letter, and five children were bap- 
tized. ‘That is an interesting little 
church, and they are anxious to obtain 
the labors of a minister one half of the 
time. In Philipsburgh there have 
been two cases of hopeful conver- 
— and one child has been bap- 
tized. 


REVIVAL. 


The eloud of mercy that was 
hovering over Allen at the time of 
my last report, has poured forth an 
abundant rain. A small church has 
been organized there, and there have 
since been added, 59 by profession, 
and two by letter; 19 adults and 23 
children have been baptized. There 
have not been less than 90 hopeful 
conversions; 93 have been added ta 
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the temperance society, (total absti- 
nence,) which now numbers nearly 
400,. The congregation is going for- 
ward actively with the work of build- 
ing a meeting-house, and have given 
‘acall to a minister to settle among 
them. 

The revival in Allen has been of a 
deeply interesting character. Hight 
family altars have been erected, and 
the morning and evening incense 
now arises from several others where 
it had ceased to burn. The spirit of 
inquiry is awakened on the subject 
of benevolence, and some of the best 
religious periodicals are sought and 
read with avidity. A large proportion 
of the converts are in the prime of 
life; among them may be found the 
rich and the poor, the formerly pro- 
fane and the Sabbath breakers 


I shall be obliged, on account of. 


my health, to seek a more southern 
climate, and am sorry to say the 
Committee have not yet found one 
to take my place. 
lieve, that if a faithful:man can be 
found, arich spiritual harvest will be 
gathered during the coming winter, 


7-_-__, 


A DONATION, 


Extract of a Letter from a Mis- 
stonary of the Society. 


I hereby transmit you thirty dol- 
lars, being a donation of a pious lady 
of my congregation to the A. H. M. 
S. It was not given from an abun- 
dance, multitudes of Christians could 
better give their thousands. No, it 
required a sacrifice, and it was cheer- 
fully made. Receive it, therefore, 
my brother, as a free-will offering 
from one, who, with many others in 
this section of Zion, highly prizes 
your excellent Society, and esteems 
it, under God, as an honored and 
efficient instrument of carrying the 
blessings of salvation to multitudes 
of our fellow countrymen who other- 
wise would perish for lack of vision. 
This church, with many others in 
this region, look up to the Parent 
Society as their fostering mother. 
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I confidently be- | G 


justice to. our minister. 


January) 


They cannot be unmindful of her 
kindness, nor will they try to throw 
off her claims. Go on, brother, in 
your labors of love and self-denial ; 
be assured that you share in the sym- 
pathies of the churches nurtured by 
your eare. 


SICK-BED PENITENCE. 
From a Missionary Report. 


Perhaps it may not be amiss to 
mention the following facts, which 
have tended greatly to lessen my 
faith in a death-bed repentance. — 

Two individuals have been brought 
apparently near the grave. They 
expected to die. They were con- 
versed with as to their preparation 
for death. And when they were 
supposed to be on the borders of the * 
grave, they manifested a hope in 
od, They thought they were re- 
conciled to his will, and if they died 
they hoped to go to heaven. Both 
expressed a firm resolve, if they 
were restored to health, to spend 
their lives in the service of God, 
Many believed them truly pious, and 
if they had died would have hoped 
they had gone to heaven. One has, 
I believe, fully recovered his health, 
the other is much better. But we 
have reason to fear their religion was 
but a dream... They have forgotten 
their resolutions, and give no evi- 
dence now of a change of heart. 


From an application. 


The aid we solicit is larger than we 
have been accustomed to receive, 
but it is the least sum we can ask in 
His family 
have been afflicted, and thus his wants 
increased. Thfe same is true of the 
people generally, Sickness, and the 
pecuniary embarrassments, which 
have reached us only within the last 
few months, have taken away much 
of our ability. Still, unless some new 
calamity, still more severe, befall us, 
we shall soon be able to go alone, . | 
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mentality of the society, is immense 
—it, in fact, exceeds all human eal- 
culation. I say also, and I say it 
calmly and deliberately, that the 
'great and leading principles upon 
| which the Society was established, 
The following testimony in favor of the || and upon which it has thus far been 
endeavors of the A. H. M. S. to spread the | conducted, are such as to command 
Gospel in the West, is doubly valuable, the approbation of every enlightened 
from the high source from whieh it comes, || and impartial man; and these prin- 
and from the fact that, so far as we are et ee will pie bee iene eae 
gt “2 (whenever and wherever they sha 
SPATE Fe POR NaS ARS RITES. have a fair and candid examination. 
All connected with human society 
he: in a continual state of change. 
: :__|| Missionary and voluntary associa- 
maemOTsON AIL Y eror med, IRE Aas; F tions are peculiarly so. The Captain 


sionary work, yet there is no one ; > 
thing connected with the history of | 0f Salvation, however, though he 


the western country, in which I have | Was once dead, is now alive, and lives 
felt a deeper interest. And shouldI| forevermore; and has always ‘the 
this hour be called to pass into eter- | command, and is always well ac- 
nity, I think I am prepared to say, comune with the whole state of 
before the Judge of the quick and| ‘ings. Let us look to him, and let 
the dead—that I know of no associa- || "S weekly and daily, and, if possible, 
tion or class of men to whom the Prt put ourselves and our 
people of the West are under more | riends, and our associates, and our 
obligations, and to whom, in all pro- fellow-workmen, under his care and 
bability, the unborn millions of the || Protection. 
great valley will be more indebted, 
than to the officers and Missionaries . 
wt a guest Home Missionary COLD MEETING HOUSES. 

I am not disposed to say that every [From the Boston Recorder.] 
Measure which has been proposed, 
or which has been adopted,is tobe|| Inasmuch as the: stated - public 
defended; or that every Missionary || worship of God is one of the most 
or agent that has been employed, has || important of duties and one of the 
beenofthe right kind. Mistakes and | most precious of privileges, every 
mismanagements, and of course dis- thing should be done to secure as 
appointments, must always form a | large an attendance as possible. And 
considerable portion of the history || one means of accomplishing this is, 


IMPORTANT TESTIMONY. 


EXTRACTS OF A LETTER FROM REV. 
R. H. BISHOP, D. D., PRESIDENT OF 
MIAMI UNIVERSITY, AT OXFORD, 0. 


_ I have been now upwards of thirty 
years in the West, and though I have 


of the arrangements of sinful and | to have places of worship furnished 


fallible man, endeavoring to rectify | with every needed comfort and con- 
or to preserve from ruin a disordered, || venience. In this respect the sanc- 
and depraved, and rebellious world. || tuary should be made as attractive as 
But I am disposed to say, and I say || possible. There should be nothing 
it with as much deliberation and con- || repulsive in the idea of a visit there. 
wiction of its truth, as ever I have | And, at this inclement season of the 
said any thing in my life, that the || year especially, shouldall reasonable 
real, and substantial, and lasting ;, pains be taken in this respect. _ 
good, both for time and eternity— || We feel the full importance of the 
both to the present, and to innumera- || injunction, “ Ask for the old paths, 
ble succeeding generations, which || where is the good way, and walk 
has been done through the instru- | therein;” but we do not think this 


* roe ; 
vey 
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binds us to the customs of some of | 
our ancestors in regard to the sanc- 
tuary. We remember where we 
worshipped in our youthful days. We 
trust there was sacred fire in the 
hearts of many that were accustomed 
to worship there. But fire to make 
shivering multitudes comfortable was 
never seen within those walls. It 
makes us feel chilly at this moment 
while, thinking of the cold, frozen 
hours we have passed there. We 
remember well that.during the latter 
part of each service, there was a re- 
gular scuffle with the cold on the 
part even of the most grave and wor- 
thy of the congregation. There was 
such a thumping of feet against one 
another to keep each warm, not on 
the part of us “ small fry” alone, but 
even of the ‘‘ old standards,” that one 
would think he was in a treadmill 
instead of a sanctuary. We believe 
the men in those days loved the 
house of prayer—but then they love- 
ed to leave it too, and they did so, 
with as much eagerness. as was be- 
coming in good men. : 

Some houses of worship in some 
parts of the country are built, not 
only where several ways meet, 
which may be desirable, but where 
all the winds meet. We have seen 
not a few sanctuaries placed where 
the old mischief-maker would have 
advised, had he been consulted, on 
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the ground that so uncomfortable a 
location would insure emptv pews 
and naked walls. 

{It is marvellous hew comfortable 
people will make their own dwell- 
ings, and bow uncomfortable they 
suffer their places of worship to re- 
main. See that rickety old stove. 
Itis patched with iron hoops, or it 
would tumble flat as the walls of J eri- 
cho. Ask the ’Squire if he would 
have it in his parlor! And there are 
the broken windows—count them, 


F ¢ 


and ask Capt. X. Y. Z.if he would 
suffer a tithe of them to remain in 
his own house twelve hours! And 
there is “a smalljog” of green wood ; 
it makes one shiver to think how 
one’s mortality must ache, before 
that wood can be made combustible. 

And then the fires are not made in 
season; and troops of the people are 


January, 


gathered about the stoves till near or 
quite “sermon time.” And for want 
of due care and judgment in relation 
to the matter, the stoves must be re- 
plenished during service; and it is 
done to the unutterable annoyance 
of the speaker, who must cease pro 
tem. altogether, or go on amid a most 
anti-musical conflict, of shovels, tongs 
and iron doors. 

More. Some places of public wor- 
ship in the country are not provided 
with any places of shelter for horses 
and vehicles. On this peg is hung 
many a man’s excuse for not attend- 
ing public worship in unpleasant 
weather. He is merciful to his beast, 
and will not Have him too rudely vi- 
sited by snow or rain. Hence you 
need only to walk into one of those 
sanctuaries on an unpleasant day, 
and there need not be any thing 
alarming in the weather either, to be- 
hold a most sorrowful vacuity, and a 
sorrowful pastor mourning over it. 
You would think yourself in the sad 
solitude of a forsaken heathen temple, 
We think that the spirited and extey- 
prising, especially the friends of 
Zion, in such parishes, should spare 
no pains and not be frugal of expense 
to do away such a pretence for the 
neglect of public worship. ' 

We have seen some valuable re- 
marks on the general topic now before 
"8, In the Vermont Chronicle, from 
the Secretary of the Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society. We commend the 
following extract to all whom it may 
concern. 

“In Dee. of 1837, I spent the Sab- 
bath with the pastor of one of our 
feeble churches. The hour of pub- 
lic worship arrived, and I prepared to 
go to the meeting-house, The pastor 
looked toward the house and said, 
‘We will wait awhile, for I fear the 
Jireis not made yet,’ It was a cold 
day, and this remark rendered it to 
my feelings still colder. We waited 
ten or fifteen minutes, and my bro- 
ther said, “TI see a smoke, and I think 
we will go.” As we approached the 
house, I saw a brother take out of 
his sleigh, in which he had just 
brought his family, a large arm full 
of wood, and carry it into the house. 
When we entered the house, the fire, 
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in the stoves had just been kindled, || gradually as scarcely to apprise us of their 
and the cold air had not yet been ai|| progress. It is not by a sudden burst of 
all affected by the heat. Very many | ight and warmth that night is changed into 


in the immediate neighborhood, habi- 
tually absented themselves from the 
sanctuary. And I could not but 


think how the members of the church | 


would appear inviting the irreligi- 
ous neighbors to go with them to the 
house of God, which, through their 
negligence, was so uncomfortably 
cold, at least during the morning ser- 
vice.” , 

By way of contrast with some 


day, or the bleak wind of winter succeeded 
by the genial air of summer. The earth- 
| quake and the storm, whose dread ministry 
is to desolate and overwhelm, are sudden in 
| thetr coming, and vividly impressive on the 
_mind. But those changes whose office is to 
‘bless the earth—the gradual lapse of the 
_ seasons, the dew of evening, the secret che- 
_mistry of nature which elaborates the annual 
_verdure of the world-although operations 


houses of worship, look at our thea-| grand and beneficent, are yet produced by 
tres, gambling-houses, and the like.| slow degrees, and unperceived, except in 
Every kind of convenience and com-|| the results. 


_ fort are provided.” Every thing re- 
pulsive is guarded against. Satan 
knows how to manage this thing. 
Deliver over to him one of our uncom- 
fortable sanctuaries to be prepared 
by him for some of his own purposes. 
He would mend-every broken win- 
dow ina trice. The fallen plaster- 
ing—the departed clapboard—the de- 
funct shingle—all these things would 
be forthwith supplied. He would 
pitch the green wood into the street, 
or the sea even, and supply its place 
with the best originators of caloric 
his means would allow. He would 
not have a smoky house, nor a cold 
house, nor put the house where no- 


thing but a windmill ought ever to) 


stand. He understands the science 
of adaptation.’ All our cities contain 
specimens of his capacity to banish 
every idea of repulsiveness from his 
sanctuaries, and to adapt means 
most skilfully to ends. We wish 
the children of light were wiser 
in these matters Fas est ab hoste 
doceri. “Let the enemy teach us. 
It will not be the first time his wea- 
pons have been turned against him- 
self. 


HOME MISSIONARY RESULTS. 


Some persons feel less interested in Home 
Missions than they might, were their plant- 
ing and progress attended with circumstan- 
ces more visibly impressive. Such should 
remember, that the most beneficial opera- 
tions of nature are those which occur so 


| 


_Itisthusin the moral world. There are 
tornadoes and earthquakes of human pas- 
sion, which suddenly prostrate and destroy 
the institutions of society. But the agency 
which builds up and beautifies the wastes 
of our nature, is unobtrusive, and.generally 
unnoted. The kingdom of God, when really 
coming—and coming most rapidly—* com- 
eth not with observation,” nor is attended 
with such impressive tokens, as to cause 
men tocry out, “lohere!” or “lo there!” 
Hence, in presenting Home Missionary 
results, it isnot to be expected that we can 
startle and astonish the mind by an array of 
brilliant or surprising facts. Ours is pre- 
eminently a work for faithful perseverance, 
| rather than splendid achievement. It is the 
| patient industry of husbandmen, rather than 
| the campaign of warriors. Of course, when 
| our results are richest, there is little to gra- 
| tify the thirst for novelty ; although the heart 
_of considerate piety has occasion to rejoice 
| in the progress of the work which regulates 
the very principles of society, consolidates 
| all good institutions, and prepares men for 
| the awards of the eternal state. 


ARE HOME MISSIONS STILL 
NEEDED? 


They are—nay, there is an increasing de- 
mand for Home Missionary labor, especially 
in the new states. The sons of the Pilgrims 

‘seem to have risen up, as it were, in a mass, 
and to be pressing onward to the West. 
With their characteristic enterprise they are 
making haste to be rich. The chase and 
strife of worldly ambition and worldly gain 


5 aor 
sy 


‘we that this is the generation, and we the 


pledge that America will not be added to the 


_ surrenders to their own devices—except so 


measured by our own fidelity and firmnessin 


scale of missionary qualifications; it must 
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absorb their energies, and imbue their spirit. 
Soon the teachings of piety, and the re- 
straints of conscience will cease to influence 
them, and the next generation will be a ge- 
neration without a Sabbath, withouta sanc- 
tuary, and almost without a God, unless the 
efforts which are now making are successful 
in keeping up the preaching of the Gospel 
in the rapidly populating groves and prairies 
of the Mississippi Valley. The slothful 
Christian, to whom labor is pain, and sacri- 
fices are sorrows, may persuade himself that 
there is no danger—that this country will be 
evangelized without effort, and much giving 
of treasure, and pleading at the throne of 
grace—that its conquest to the church is a 
matter of course. But what pledge have 
we of this triumph, except in the promise 
which God has made to the labors of his 
church? How know we that this land may 
not be left to follow the example of those 
nations of the Old World, where God has! 
been practically shut out from his own cre- 
ation, and whom he has left to judicial blind- 
ness and mutual destruction? How know 


people, and this the land, in which the vie- 
tory is to be turned against the armies of the 
aliens? We do not know it—we have no 


list of those countries whom offended heaven 


far as we sée in the spirit, and zeal, and pu- 
rity of American Christians, isis charac- 
teristics that bring them within the sweep 
of the divine promise. Our prospect, there- 
fore, that God will give us the victory, is 


carrying on the conflict. This Society, then, 
must sustain its present Missions; it must 
elevate the standard of missionary effort and 
missionary success; it must keep up its high 


offer its blessings at every door of every 
hamlet, until ‘its messengers of salvation 
‘ shall have gone over all the cities of 
‘srael.”’ 


AN INQUIRY ANSWERED? 


Have recent events affected the attachment 
of the friends of religion to the A. H. 
mM. S. 

oh hin reply to this inquiry we might refer to 


an 
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the testimony of individuals, such as the 
letter of Dr. Bishop, on a previous page. It 
is our privilege to speak of the unabated at- ~ 
tachment of the friends of this institution. 
The distractions which have torn and soiled 
the virgin vestments of Zion, and almost 
broken her heart, have made far less change 
than was feared, in the regard for this 
branch of benevolent effort, on the part of 
the great mass of the active Christians of 
our land. . Some, it is true, from their own 
honest preferences of other modes of well- 
doing, and some from the force of associa- 
tion, choose to act apart from us... We find 


no fault with them for this; but cheerfully 


concede to them, what, in the name of our 
Master, we claim for ourselves, the privilege | 
of doing good as God and conscience shall 
dictate. But few, however, who ever gave 
this Society their countenance and efficient 
patronage, have diverted either; while new 
friends have arisen in all directions, and have ; 
come forward with their spontaneous offer- 
ings. Thus is left on the minds of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, the deep conviction, that 
this blessed enterprise has an advocacy 
stronger than that of man, an advocacy 
that turneth the hearts of menas the rivers 
of water are turned—an influence which 
sweetly comes upon the spirit of Christians, 
when, on their bended knees they pray 
“thy kingdom come,” and ask,. * Lord, 
what wilt thou have us todo?’ Itis to this 
divine patronage that we ascribe the influ- 
ence of our friends, and the efficient aid that 
we have received in the dark and gloomy 
day. And itis to the same Almighty grace 
and guidance that we look for that. hope 
which experience inspires, to carry on this 
work, until truth shall triumph over error, till 
the Sabbath and its kindred blessings are 
enshrined in the conscience and love of the 
people, and this land, now the battle ground, 
shall become the vast magazine of those holy 
and potent. influences which shall subdue 
the whole world to Christ. 


’ 


CATHOLIC INFLUENCE. 


Ina community in Illinois, the following 
is reported as the state of social influences. 
The number of voters in the settlement is 
about 1900. Of these, 7 or 800 are Catho-- 


1839, 


lics, who generally act together on all ques- 
tions of public interest. .Of course, where the 


rest of the community are divided, these 


hold the balance of power. This was so 
well understood: during a late political con- 
test, that both parties made interest with the 
Catholics, in hopesof securing their votesat the 
polls. To this end, intoxicating drink was 
freely employed, and the holy Sabbath dese- 
crated to electioneering visits from house to 
house.- : 
From this fact it will be seen, that it is 
notnecessary for any class of the community 
to be the most numerous in order to exercise 
a controlling influence., The Catholic boast— 
“we have got the West’’—seems, in this in- 
stance at least, to be realized. This case 
will also bring to the mind of an attentive 
observer otherinstances, where the presence 
and influence of a Catholic population is 
hostile to the Sabbath and the sobriety and 


peace of the community. 
& 


THE REFLUENT WAVE. 
It has often been used as an argument in 


favor of missionary efforts among the popu- 


lation of the new states, that soon the ba- 
lance of political power will be in their hands, 
and their influence for good or ill, will roll 
its waves back upon the eastern states. 
-This proposition may be illustrated by refer- 
ence to facts in our political history. 
There have been questions in which the older 
states have been divided, the North against 
the South, and the decision has been given, in 
our national legislature, by the votes of the 
West, And this will continue to be the case 
so long as any causes of political division 
exist. What, then, shall be the character of 
this western influence that is to affect the 
interests of the whole nation? It will be 
just what the people of the West make it; and 
they will be what the influences sent out 
from the East make them. If the West is 
filled with the Gospel; if every town and 
neighborhood is pervaded by the doctrine 
which came down from heaven, and whose 
effect is to strengthen the authority of law, 
to teach men industry, temperance and jus- 
tice, and to. lead quiet and peaceable lives in 
godliness and honesty, then every town and 
neighborhood will send forth a wholesome 
political influence, and western representa- 
VOL. XI. 
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tives will be, by choice, or by the constraint 


| of a virtuous’ public sentiment, the advo- 


cates of righteousness ; and the rejluent Wave 
of influence that shall come back upon the 


older states will be one of blessing. Butre- 


verse these conditions, and the consequences 
will be disastrous to all that is dear to patri- 
ots,and to Christians, i in the institutions of 
society. 


A THOUGHT FOR BUSINESS MEN. 


In all our large towns, especially’in the 
vicinity of the Atlantic, there are many busi- 
ness men who carry on various descriptions 
of trade with the interior. Such is the pre- 
valence of the credit system.in this country, 
that frequently the city dealer has a-large 
amount of his fortune in the hands of coun- 
try customers, and his gains correspond with 
the degree of integrity with which returns 
are made to him. It is true; that the laws 
of the country afford him some protection 
against the frauds which might be practised 
upon him by those to whom he‘has intrusted 
hisgoods. But such protection is altogether 
inadequate. Daily experience shows, that 
where his customers are scattered at a dis- 


tance of many hundreds of miles, and over - , 
it is difficult for the 
wholesale sabrehtine to keep his eye upon © 
every one, and, even with all the aid the — 


a number of states, 


laws afford, to guard himself from imposi- 
tion. . Indeed, when a man sets out to de- 
fraud his creditor, it is not difficult for him to 


devise expedients to accomplish his object. 


Losses in this way form no smallitem on the 


| books of dealers in our large towns. © 


And what prevents this amount from 
being much larger? Why can any confi- 
dence be placed in the integrity of the pur- 
chaser? Itis only because there is some- 
thing more powerful than. human law— 
something that operates unseen, constrain- 
ing him to a course of integrity. It is his 
sense of right, implanted by the Creator, 
andimformed and quickened by the moral 
influence of Christianity. Whether he be 
himself a Christian or not, he breathes in 
christian air, and feels, in a greater or less 


degree, the silent, but resistless influence of _ 
its sin-forbidding spirit. Wereit not forthis, 


frauds would be multiplied a thousand fold. 
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The restraints of law would be eobwebs to 
the strength of avarice. The very wealth, 
then, which adorns our cities, and gives the 
means of influence to its possessors, they 


owe, in some measure, to the operation of 


christian principles diffused through the 
community by christian teachers. 

‘These things, while they are true respect- 
ing every part of the Jand, are particularly 
true in relation to the new states. There, 
worldly enterprise is rushing with prodigious 
haste. It grasps the machinery of business 
with convulsive strength. Men buy and 


sell on a scale of boldness that surprises the’ 
Let us be. 


cautious in older settlements. 
quickly rich,” is at once the desire and the 
determination. So intense is the purpose to 
_reach the end, that any means, whatever 
they may be, which seem to promise success, 


are acceptable. -How necessary, then, for ||- 


the sake of persons so situated, and for the 
sake of all who have dealings with them, 
that conscience should be beforehand with 
temptation—that the control of principle 
should check the suggestions of avarice! _ 
‘And to what cause is it. owing that this 
‘salutary sway of christian truth is felt all 


over the land? Mainly to the operation of 


Home Missions, conducted by different de- 
It is a fact that 
‘should not be lost sight of, that by far the 
larger part of the churches planted in this 
land, have owed their origin to efforts pro- 
perly missionary—to the labors of men sent 
forth for the purpose of spreading the truth, 
and aided by means furnished from without 
the fields of their labor. And if, hereafter, 
integrity in the transaction of business is to 
characterize the dealers of the new states, it 
will be because they feel the moral power of 
the Gospel. And this’ must be propagated 
‘and sustained) among them through. the 
aid of Home Missions. 

Business men, therefore, owe it to their 
‘own interests to aid this enterprise. 


GOD’S CARE FOR-‘THE DESTITUTE. 
Devt. xv. 7, 8, 10, 11. 


- If there be among you a poor man of one 
of thy brethren within any of thy gates in 
thy land which the Lorp sas God giveth 
thee, thou shalt not harden_thy heart nor 
shut thy hand from thy poor brother. 
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‘But thou shalt open thy hand wide unto 
him, and’shalt surely lend him sufficient for 
his need, in that which he wanteth. 

Thou shalt surely give him, and thy heart 
shalt not, be grieved when thou givest unto 
him : because that for this thing the Lorp 
thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, 
and in all thou puttest thy hand unto. 

For the poor shall never cease out of the 


land; therefore I command thee, saying, 


Thou shalt open thy hand wide unto thy 
brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in 
thy land. » 


SEVEN REASONS 


FOR AIDING THE A. H. M. SOCIETY. 


We should contribute'to the cause of Home 
Missions— 

1. Because large portions of our country- 
men, living in the new states, and some dis- 
tricts of the older states, are so scattered, or 
so poor, that they cannot, without help from 
us, have the preaching of the Gospel. We 
must select suitable ministers, send them to 


|| look up and feed these scattered sheep of the 


flock; and help to sustain them for a few 
years, until the people become able to: as- 
sume the expense. 

2. This is the way the Gospel has been 
principally propagated in our land. The 
greater part of the churches that have grown 
up in Maine, New-Hampshire, Vermont, 
New-York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan, Illinois, &c., &c., have been 
planted and nourished in this way. 

3. If we do not furnish preachers of the 
truth to the new settlements, the EnEMy or 
sous will send them preachers of Infidelity, 
Romanism, and other dangerous errors. 
Alréady almost every spot of promise in the 
West is more or less pre-occupied by influ- 
ences of this kind, which ruin souls, and. 


render the establishment of the Gospel more 


and more difficult every year. Hence— 

4, What is done in this cause must be 
done qitickly. With respect to many indi- 
viduals, many families, many towns, it is 
‘wow OR NEVER.” 

5. We must support Home Missions, be- 
cause the Missionaries are the principal in- 
struments in carrying forward every good 
cause in the feeble and newly settled com- 
munities. In their respective spheres, they 
are the founders of schools, the distributors 
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of bibles and tracts, the advocates of mis- 
sions, temperance, &c., all of which must 
languish without their agency. 

6. This country is the source from which 
the laborers and the means for the conver- 
sion of the heathen world, are to, be princi- 
pally derived. Here, funds are to be raised, 
and preachers, printers, and teachers en- 
listed. The prevalence and power of Chris- 
tianity must therefore be raised high’ and 
kept high at home, in order to furnish the 
means of salvation to the foreign field. 

7. The present is a season of peculiar 
embarrassment among the missionary 
churches; and this embarrassmentis greatly 
aggravated by the sickness which has exten- 
sively prevailed during the season past. | 


“ Whatsoever ye would that men should | 


do unto you, do ye even so to them.” 
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For these and similar reasons, we should 
give to the Home Missionary cause, promptly, 
liberally, and steadily. 


From facts: which have recently been 
communicated to the Society, itis thought 
expedient to call the attention of its agents, 
as well as of applicant congregations, to the 
following 


RULE OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


“Each congregation applying for 
a renewal of missionary aid, shall be 
required to furnish, in addition to 
other testimonials, the certificate of 
e Missionary that they have ful- 
led tl eir | previous pledges for his 


oy aleaaalihe by the Executive Commitice of the A. H. M. &., from panes 15th 
to December 15th, 1838. 


Re-appointed. . 

Rey. S. Haynes, Perry Village, N. Y. 

Rey. Samuel W. Leoaard, New-Hudson, N. Y. 

Rey. B. Woodbury, Plain, O. 

Rey. Asa Johnson, Peru, Ind. 

Rey. Albert Judson, Presb. Church, Southwark, 
Philadelphia. 

Rev. William Ramsay, Cedar-street Church, Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Rey. Jenkin Jenkins, Clifford, Pa. 

Rev. John D. Wilson, Crooked Creek and Little 
River, Ten. 

Rev. George Hornell, White Lake, Mich. 

Rey. John Beach, Flint, Mich. 

Rey. G. Crawford, Milwaukie, Wis. Ter. 


Not in commission last year. 
Rev. C. W. Gilman, Frankliuville, N. Y. 


Rey. Lewis Hamilton, Biaileh pore! N: i's 

Rey. A. G. Hall, South Penfield, N. Y.. 

Bev. D. B. Woods, in destitute congregations in 
- Livingston and Steuben counties, N. Y. 


‘Rey. Josiah Porter, Waynesville, Ill. hs 


| 


Rey. J. M. Covington, Farmington, Mo.. 

Rev. John McKnight, Esesiltonvilfe and Marple, 
Pennsylvania. 

Rey. A. R. Raymond, Comma Ne Y, and Liberty, 
Pennsylvania. 

Rev. E. Conger, Plymouth, O. 

Rey. Joseph Crawford, Berlin, O. ’ 

Rev. J. M. Ellis, Grass Lake and Leoni, Mich. 

Rev. Luther Shaw, Bristol, Mich. 

Rev. A. Worthington, Southfield, Mich. 


Rey. E. Hoyt, Salem, Mich. \ o 


- 


The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 


the following sums, from November 15th to Deceniter 15th, 1838. 


VERMONT— 
An unknown friend, 
Poultney, by Rev. s. Cochran, two Fem. 
Members of his former charge, 00 | 


20 00 


MASSACHUSETTS— 
Miss. Society, by B. Perkins, 
Assistant Treasurer, 0 00: 


Eres of Miss Hannah 


Frothingham, 200 00 
Charlestown, First Cong. Ch., 

to const. Rev. Warren Fay : 

a L. D. 100 00 
Plymouth, Third Cong. Soc., ai 

to const. Josiah Robbins a 1Osts 

L. M. - 30.00. 


ses 
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Randolph, N. Boardman, to’ » 
const. Rev. E.Boardmana ‘ 


L. M. 30 00— 
Amherst College, D. M. S., by J. W. 
Ray, 


East Hampton, Ladies’ Soc. of Industry, 
by 8. Williston, 
' Garduer, Evangelical Society, by Rev. 
S. Lincoln, 


Hampshire, Miss. Society, by E. Wil- 


- jiams, 

Newburyport; Ladies’ Soc., by Rey. Ss. 
Kittredge, 

“CONNECTICUT— 

Berlin, coll. in Rev. Mr. Whittlesey’s So. if 
of which $60 is to const. J. Booth, Jun., 

' and B. G. Savage, Life Members, $97; 
Ladies’ Sew. Soc., 30, 

New-Haven, Mrs. Harriet Hart, by W. 
Stebbins, 

New-London, First and Second Cong. 
Churches, by W. P. Cleaveland, 

Newtown, Ladies’ Sew. Soc. 

Sharon, Hannah Goodwin, by D. Gould, 

NEW-YORK— 

Brooklyu, Mrs, Sophia N. Lewis, by Z. 
Lewis, Esq. 

Fishkill, Legacy of Miss Mary Platt, by 
J.and D. W. Platt, Executors, © 

Goshen, J. S. Crane, 


Greenport, L. I., Mon. Con. Coll., per 


Rev. D, Beers, 
Harpersfield, Presb, Goss by S. A. 
Givens, 
Matteawan, Fem. Miss. ers 15; Mon. 
Con. Coll., 10, 
ew-York City, viz: i 
Bleecker-st. Church, Mon. €on. Coll. at 
Duane-st. Church, J. A. Stevens, 16; 
John Wurts, 20 ; M. Smith, 5; Ane- 
nymous, 50; Cash, 25; R. Buloid, 35, 
Mercer-st. Church, Mon. "Con. Colle 


Fourth Free Church, Young Men's Mis- | 


sionary Society, per H. Av Benton, 
Treasurer, 
i. — Second Avenue sgt subseription in 
; _ part, 
South Dutch Church, T _D. Keese, 
Orient, L. I., Cong., by J. Terry, 
Parish, John Becker, ‘ 
Plattsburgh, Dr. R..S. Satterlee, 
Rome, J. B. Jervis, to const. Miss A. E, 
Jervis a L. M. * 
Scotchtown, Dorothy Corwin, 
Shelter Island, Mrs. Mary L’Homme- 
dieu, by Rev. J. Huntting, — 


* 25 00 


“72 


135. 00 
40°45 
100” 00 


46 95 
30 00 


15 00.) 


10 00 


20 00). 
Receipts” of the Ceniral Agency at Utica, N. Y. 


30 00 
2 00 


20 00 


Somers, Fem. H. M.8., by Miss Ann M. - 


Turk, Treasurer, 
ALABAMA— 
’ Huntsville, Presb. Benev. Soc. 
Mardisville, Mon. Con, Coll., 10; Fem. 
Benevolent Society, 20, by Rey. R. 
Holman, 
INDIANA— 
Bedford Ch., 30; Dr. acai: by 
Rev. 8. Kittredge, 
HOME oe ne, ' 


‘7 00 
50 00 


30 00 


_ 36 00 


20 24 


ee 


$2,432 76 
K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 


pote 4 of the Philadelphia Agency from Novem- 


ber 15th to December 15th, 1838 Rev, G. N. 


Judd, Secretary. 


First Wantage First Presb. Ch., by G. 
Pierso 

Newark, "First Presb. Church, 
Taylor, ’ 

South Orange, ! Mon. Con. Coll. 
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Receipts of the Western Agency at Geneva, N.Y. 


from Oct. 13th to, December 20th, 1838. Rev. J. 

A. Murray, Secretary. — ' 
Buffalo, H. R. Seymour, Esq,, 100.00 
Chapinsville, 114 
Elmira, Miss Ann Decker, 20;.a friend 

“of Home Missions, 20 ; Others, 23 04, 63, 04 
Friendship, 40 00 


Geneva, Hon. Judge Sutherland, 100; 
C. A. Cook to make his son Henry 
Cook, his sister Miss Catherine Cook, 
and Mrs. P: C. Hay, Life Members, 
100; D. L. Lum, L. M., 30; E, Dwight, 
10; R, W. Crittendeu,, 10; Others in 


part, 74 50, 324 50 
Greenwood, 5 00 
Ithaca, T. §. Williams, Esq., to make his 

father Josiah Williams, and his mother 

Charity Williams, of Upper Middljetown, 

Ct. and his sister Mrs. Sally Sage, of 

Ithaca, Life Members, 100; Others in 

part, 38, 138 00 
Napoli, Rev. Wm. Waith, 6 71; Others, 

| 9-65. ‘16 36 
Newark, T. Partridge, Esq., 10; Ladies’ 

Missionary Society, by Miss Partridge, 

10; Others, 25-09, 45 09 
Olean, by Rev. Mr. Willoughby, 27 On 
Owego, 5U 25 
Palmyra, 99 10 
Pen Yan, 9 00 
Perry Centre, 15 50 
Randolph, 8 64 
Ripley, by Rev, Mr. Stillman, 42 BD 
Rochester, Bethel Ch., by a = Lady, 2 90 
Rose, by E. Flint, 8 00 
Royalton, ~ 13 00 
Southport, 11 25 


Vienna, Carso Crane, L. D., 100 ; Ladies’ 
Society in part, by Mrs. D. "McNeil, 15 76, 115 76 


42 00 
$1147 23 


Warsaw, Ladies’ Missionary Society, 10; 


Others, 32, 


from Ott. 20th t6 December 18th, re Rev. A. 
Crane, Secretary. | 
Cassville, 7 00 
Cherry Valley, 13°63 
Clinton, Mrs. F. Taylor, 100 00 
Cooperstown, by D. Willard, 40 60 
Fulton, by Mr. Pond, 16 66 

Middlefield Center, Ladies’ Missionary 
Society, by Miss M. A. Ingalls, x te0 U0 


Oriskany Falls, Female Home Missionary 


Society, . 25 00 
Oswego, First Presb. Soc. Coll. 26 33; 
Ladies’ Indus. Society, in part to const. : 
Rev. R. W, Condit a L, D., 35, 61-33 
Second Presb. Society, by Rev. R. W. 
Gridley; « 27 58 
Rome, First Ch., Coll. 23 44; Betsey 
Bloomfield, 1; J. W,. Bloomfield 60, &4 44 
~ Second Ch., ‘Coll.,” in part, of which? 
* 30 is to const. Rev. Billius Pond, of 
Springfield, Ill., a L. M., 40 00 
Springfield, 10 31 
Utica, Wm. Bacon, 10 00 
Wampsville, by Rév. N. H. Cooper, 25 00 
Westford, by Rev. A. E. phen re 14 00 
Whitesboro, Presb. Soc., 11 58 
Winfield, bal. . 6 53 
‘ . ‘$518 66 
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SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 


CHIEFLY BY 


CLERGY MEN. 


THE THREE ELDERS. 
[Furnished by a Pastor.] 


I have been acquainted with three} 
aged professors of religion in New-| 
England, who exemplify the influ- 
ence of different principles-and habits. 
They were not all deacons; but they | 
were aged men when I knew then, | 
and therefore I call them the three} 
elders. I begin with the oldest. ”: 

Elder A. was a member of-a Con- 
gregational church, but resided ina! 
neighboring town, about six miles) 
distant from the house of worship. | 
Here there were no regular religious | 


| did not learn tosupport it themselves 
| in the denomination which they join- 
| ed, nor has any minister of any de- 


nomination been sustained in that 
neighborhood. Elder A.’s doing 
nothing to support the ministry of 
the word seemed to have an evil in- 
fluence upon his family. His chil- 
dren inherited the very sound mind 
and superior intellect of their parents, 
with their firnmy bodily constitution ; 


but, though having natural qualifi- 


cations to be leading members of so- 
ciety, frdin: want of education and of 
right views and habits as to the sup- 
port of :publie institutions, they have 


_ ordinances. 


Brethren of different | been almost-lost to the world. -Reli- 
denominations met together on the! gion m their vicinity is prostrate ; 
Lord’s day, and prayed, exhorted | there isno regular instructive preach- 
and sung God’s praise. In these ex- | n 5 the general state of society is 
ercises elder A. took an active part.) low; and to one familiar with a 
These meetings were pleasant and | fiourishing town, 
profitable. They cherished the de-|| sing to the spirits to pass amidst the 
votional spirit- of Christians, and || desolations that here exist. . 

kept up some regard for the Sabbath! Elder B. was a different man from 
and for religion. But this evil grew || elder A.- He was a man of ardent 
out of them, that they produced in-|| feelings; and these feelings he in- 
difference about the labors of a mi-|| dulged; and at times he was, there- 
nister of the Gospel. Elder A. him- | fore, overcome by them-in prayer 
self seemed not to wish for the ser-'| and under preaching. _He was pecu- 
vices of a Congregational minister, as | liarly industrious, and wasa thriving 
they did not accord with these union || man. His life was consistent with 
meetings ofthe brethren. Buthe was | his profession, and he was a respect- 
firm in his principles, religious in his || ed citizen. He was a liberal sup- 
conversation, and exemplary in his | porter of public worship, and a main 
conduct. His natural understanding | pillar in the sanetuary. He not only 
was very sound. He was helped by | assisted in building a house of wor- 
a pious companion whose principles ship for his own church, but he aided 
were, if possible, more fixed than his | other churchesalso in the town. He 
own ; and in her case the invaluable | spoke and prayed in religious meet- 
influence of the Assembly’s catechism | ings, but he also wished for a minis- 
was apparent. Their- house was a | ter; and he was willing to contribute 
house of prayer. But as their nu-|/liberaliy to support one. In his 
merous children grew up where pub- | town there is a commodious house 
lic worship was not-supported ; they | of worship anda respectable congre- 


» 


jt would be depres- 


> 
ee 
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gation, and the people have been pe- | 
culiarly energetic insupplying them- 
selves with preaching. How much 
this state of things is owing to the in- 
fluence of elder B. cannot be precise- 
ly determined, but we see here ap- 
propriate causes and consequences, 
Elder A. assisted in keeping up a 
meeting for exhortation and prayer ; 
and did not labor and give his pro- 
perty to build a house for God, and 
to support a preacher of his word; 
and no preacher of any denomina- 
tion has been sustained in the neigh- 
borhood. Elder B.’s religion led: him 
to exert himself to erect the first 
house of worship reared in the town, 
and to settle and support the first mi- 
nister; and his church is now blessed 
with a commodious house of prayer, 
and a faithful preacher of Christ 
crucified. But elder B.’s indulgence of 
his feelings had an unhappy influ- 
ence upon’his children; for, instead 
of being sound, rational, enlightened 
Christians, they are undisciplined, 
wild in their opinions, and trouble- 
some, rather than useful members of 
_ churches. -The want of enlightened 
piety in elder B.’s companion may 
however account in a great degree 
for this state of things in his family. 
' Elder C. was aman of feeling, and 
yeta man of principle, upright, dili- 
gent and prosperous. His religious 
course was steady. In religion and 
in wordly things his eompanion was 
indeed_a help-meet to him. When 
from discouragement he was tempted 
to waver in his religious views, she 
helped to keep him steadfast. They 
prized the ordinances of the Gospel, 
and welcomed to their house the mi- 
nister of Christ. They paid particu- 
. lar attention to the education of their 
children; and kept them under strict 
subordination. This ‘subjection to 
the authority of parents, so far from| 
degrading, has elevated them ; for it 
‘has taught them ‘to claim from their 
children, the same deference which 
they were accustomed to pay to their 
parents. The children(about twelve) 
are all members of the church of| 
Christ of the same denomination 
with their parents, and so also are all| 
the companions of the children who| 
are married. They are pillars in the 


om 
’> 
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churches where they reside. One of 
the sons isa worthy preacher of the 
Gospel ;, and another is preparing for 
the ministry with promising talents 
and zeal; and several of the daugh- 
ters are the wives of ministers. ,The 
free entertainment of the servants of 
God in the house had doubtless a 
happy influence on the piety, the in- 
telligence and the general deport- 
ment of the family. Their liberality 
in supporting the worship of God, 
and in aiding benevolent objects, has 
been well rewarded with blessings 
both temporal and spiritual. r 

The three elders were among the 
first settlers of the three towns in 
which they resided. Being able far- 
mers, and all having large families, 
they had a favorable opportunity to 
give a character ‘to society in their 
towns. The state of things in each 
family and each town corresponds 
with the character of the parents. 
The vast. influence of the principles 
and habits of parents upon their chil- 
dren and upon’ society is here to be 
seen; and the influence of the mo- 
thers is as prominent as that of the 
fathers. Mothers are “ cornerstones” 
of the ecclesiastical and social edifice, 
If they are intelligent, educated, and 
well instructed in the principles of 
the Bible, their. children too. will 
be well educated and evangelical. 
Could we trace all-the influences 
which make some men great, we 
should find that much honor belong- 
ed to the virtuous wife.. “‘ Her hus- 
band is known. in the gates, when he 
sitteth among the elders of the land.” 
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‘ 
THE RELIGIOUS FAMILY. 
[Furnished by a Pastor. ] 


The good man rests where grew 
the tall pines of his farm. Their ma-. 
jesty and‘ solitude he loved. His 
companion sleeps by his side. Long 
did they walk with God. Their 
house was a house of prayer; and 
when the guide of her youth was 
taken away, and the voice that once 
led the family in prayer was silent in 
death, she gathered the’ household 
before the mercy seat and led their 
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devotions. To many dying men in 
anew country had he preached the 
words of eternal life; and many 
years after his death did the saints 
remember his earnest addresses. But 
at length he rested from his labors; 
and his children are now among the 
aged. They come with gray hairs 
to the house of God. It is there that 
I met them with their children,:and 
with some of their children’s. chil- 
dren too. They have learned from 
a father’s and mother’s example and 
instruction to sanctify the Sabbath at 
home, to frequent God’s house, and 
to support the ordinances of: the 
Gospel. They have learned to love 
and honor the servants of God. 
They are valuable members of so- 
‘ciety, the advocates of good morals, 
and liberal supporters of useful plans. 
Not only are all the surviving chil- 
dren of this servant of God professors 
of religion, but also nearly all his 
children’s children too. The gra- 

' cious influence from heaven flows 
down yet farther in his family, and 
some of his children’s grand- children 
have in their early youth given them- 
selves to God, and others bid fair to 
follow. their believing ancestors into 
the church of Christ. O what a bles- 
sing to the world were this Zecha- 
riah and Elizabeth! Whata blessing 
to her family, to the church, and the. 
community was her maintenance 
of the devotions of the household, 
when he, who prayed with them, 
has ceased to pray on earth, and had 
entered upon the angelical work of 
praise in heaven! One of the family 
is a preacher of the Gospel ; and se- 
veral churches depend, under God, 
very much onsome members of the 
family for the support of ‘their evan- 
gelical institutions. Here the cove- 
nant faithfulness of God is to be seen 
‘as in many other cases. Regular fa- 
mily worship and a conscientious 
support of the public ordinances of 
the Gospel have, above all other 
things, proved the means of sustain- 
ing the prosperity, respectability and 
happiness of families ‘for successive 
generations. I have read the histo- 
ries of great empires, the Assyrian, 


the Babylonian, and the Persian, ‘the | 


Macedonian and the Roman, and of 
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the ations of France and of Eng- 
land; I have read of Alexander, Julius 
Ceasar, Charlemagne, Charles Fifth, 

and Napoleon ; but the memoirs of 
private families, of families of be- 
lievers especially, are more valuable 
than the histories of such splendid 
monarchies and of such illustrious 
men. Such memoirs do we find 
in the Bible,—the history of indivi- 
duals and their families,—private and 
not general histories, the histories of 
Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aa- 
ron, Samuel, David, Elijah, John the 
Baptist, Peter, Paul and others. We 
need not go to Gibbon, Robertson, or 
Hume—to Livy, Thueydides or Hero- 
dotus for valuable history ; for every 
observing man of three score years 
can give as s useful lessons from the 


families of those, whose names are — 


recorded in the country chureh-yard, 
as these writers present us on their 
brilliant pages. 


[For the Pastor’s Journal.| 
THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERANCE. 


“On what a slender thread hang 
everlasting things.” 


It has repeatedly occurred to my 
mind, that many of the scenes that 
occur in our world in the operations 
of truth, and of the Spirit of God, 
will be reviewed when we reach the 
future world with unutterable in- 
terest. 

A few winters since I was urged 
to goto the assistance of a ministerial 
brother who had commenced:a pro- 
tracted meeting. The Lord was 
pleased to bless our efforts, and nota 
small number of precious youth were 
made, it is believed, the subjects of 
regenerating grace. I continued 
among that people for ten or eleven 
days, preaching. steadily twice in 
each day, in the afternoon and even- 
ing. The pastor had a meeting every 


‘day, commencing at 10 o’clock, A. 


M., with the church, for prayer ; ‘and 
algo a meeting for religious conver- 
sation at the close of the afternoon 
exercise. I attended none of these 
meetings till near the end of the time 


> 


us 


| + wea 


nd a 
a 


that I labored, among that people. 
As I came out of the pulpit one af- 
ternoon, the pastor observed to me, 
‘“‘ Come, step into my inquiry meet- 
ing a moment.” - I passed directly 


after him into the room in which the 


meeting was held; it was a small 
room that had been finished for that 
purpose over the lobby of the house. 


While sitting afew moments, waiting | 


for the inquirers to ‘come in, we 


_ heard the noise of earnest entreaty, 


accompanied apparently with some 


_scuffling, and for the moment we 
- listened with surprise. The’ pastor 


stepped to the door and threw’ it 
open, when it appeared that a mem- 


ber of the church, who was uncom- 


monly active, had prevailed upon 


two young men to consent to come 


into the meeting of inquiry, and they 
had come as far as the door, and then 


- appeared unwilling to enter the 


~ 


_ seats. 


room, and were endeavoring to re- 
turn down the stairs. The anxiety 
of the man who had persuaded them 
to come, was too great to suffer them 
to return. When the door was 
thrown open he had his hands lite- 
rally hold of each of them, endea- 
voring to prevent their return. As 
the door was thrown open both of 


them stepped in, at the kind invita- 


tion of the pastor, and took their 


versation. , He told me frankly that 


he was not aware that, his mind was 


-‘more impressed with a sense of his 


danger or of his guilt than it had 
been for months. Still, I felt an in- 
describable anxiety for him. He was 
a young man in blooming health, 
and appeared modest and respectful, 
and to see a young man so insensible 
of his condition deeply affected my 
mind. I stated to him the sentence 
of the law that rested upon him, and 
when he appeared, after repeated ex- 
planations, to understand it, and to 
admit it tobe just, I explained what 


it was to accept of Jesus Christ. He 
- began to exhibit indications of feel- 


ing. Large drops of sweatcame out 
and ran down his face. Irepeateda 
description of the process by which 
he might give himself into the hands 


of his Saviour. T inquired if he was| the burning.” 
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I seatéd myself by the side} 
_ of one of them and cominenced con- 


willing to do it. He hesitated—said 
he would try. I went over with the 
process again and again. I pressed > 
him to do it, and he replied, “ I will.” 
I prayed with him, and his case was 


also made the subject of special sup- 


plication in the prayer-meeting, in 
the room below. 

I saw nothing more, and heard no- 
thing more of this young man while 
I stayed in the place. Some two or. 
three months after this I had occa- 
sion to pass through the village, and 
on seeing the pastor, some of my first 
inquiries were whether he had heard 
any thing farther from this young 
man. He repliedthat he had. Some 
eight or ten days after I left him, he 
had a call to go out some six or seven 
miles to attend a funeral. He preach- 
ed a sermon, as was usual in such 
back settlements, and when the lid 
of the coffin was removed, he step- 
ped forward to look at the corpse, 
when to his surprise he saw the body 
of this young man. He inquired 
concerning the state of his mind, 
and learned from his mother, (who 
was a widow,) and from the neigh- 
bors, that he gave very gratifying 
evidence of having given himself 
unreservedly to the Saviour, and 
died in the enjoyment of his pre- 
sence. 

Now let us look amoment at the 
number of interesting coincidences 
in this case. The afternoon that I 
have mentioned was the only time 
that he attended. He was taken sick 
in a day or two after he returned 
home. It was the only meeting of 
inquiry thatI attended while I was 
at that place, and in the providence 
of God he was found by the only man 
probably that had the anxiety to hold 
him, even by physical force, to pre- 
vent his return. When I think of 
thisinstance I cannotevade the reflec- 
tion, how many might be rescued 
from death if all the members of our 
churches had the deep anxiety and 
the perseverance of that man, by 
whom this young man was found 
and brought to the door. How inte- 
resting it will be in the future world 
to review such cases in which souls 
have been plucked as “ brands from 

0..P. 
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Wo is on the Bors sive? 


In a youthful nation like our own, there 
are constant tendencies to an unsettled and 
agitated state of things. Scarcely has the 
violence of one extreme been checked by the 
authority of religion and common sense, ere 
the fickle disposition of the times is seen 
tushing to the opposite. The public mind 
by being accustomed to excitement, comes 
to demand it as its daily aliment; and, un- 
fortunately for the interests of truth and 
piety, occasions for excitement perpetually 
arise. As the result.of this state of things, 
individual minds not only suffer an exhaus- 
tion of their capacity of being affected by old 
and homely truths, but they are also so con- 
tinually engrossed by the current contro- 
versy or interest of the day, as to have no 
room in the head, or feeling in the heart, for 
the admonitions of the “ still, small voice” 
of spiritual religion. 

The present moment affords ample illus- 
tration of these remarks. The political, the 
commercial, and the religious community, is 
each the subject of intense excitement at the 
present time. We behold the people of this 
great nation divided in their views of public 
policy, and filled with deep solicitude for the 
result of particular measures. Elections, the 
national domain and treasury, are themes 
of engrossing interest. 

In the commercial world, men are begin- 
ning to wake from the state of amazement 
and paralysis into which they were thrown 
afew months since; and every movement 
shows that the spirit of worldly enterprise, 
instead of having lost energy by repose, has) 


‘y 


been gathering force for more daring and ex 
tended operations. They who lately were 
ready to acknowledge that wealth is an un- 
substantial bubble, and seemed to retire 
from the pursuit, are now seen traversing the 
marts of business with rapid step, or bending | 
with fixed eye and contracted brow over the 
calculations of gain. The ear is deaf to the 
expostulations of religion, and the hand 
closed to the calls of charity. 

In the religious world, also, how much ex- 
citement there is about religion, and how 
little in religion! Ina large and influential 
denomination, not only its highest ecclesias- 
tical body, but most of its subordinate as- 
semblies, and even its churches are rent in 
twain, and innumerable causes of dissension 
and protracted controversy sown thick over 
the length and breadth of the land. Co-ex- 
tensive with these occasions of excitement, 
and in many cases combined with them, are 
the conflicting views and measures respect- 
ing slavery. And most of these controver- 
sies are the more active, and promise to be 


protracted, because those who carry them on ~ 


are opposed to each other on conscientious 
grounds; and thus the violence of unholy 
tempers is often mistaken for the impulse 
of christian zeal. 

It is not strange that in such a state of 
things vital godliness should decline. Almost 
every man comes within the pestilential 
sweep of this sirocco of human passion. As 
a politician, a man of business, a church 
partizan, an advocate or opponent of particu- 


lar modes of reform, he is almost certain to 
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_ ligion. 
= - flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard. against him.” 
some who will seek, at whatever sacrifice, 
- for this divine aid? ‘“ Wo 1s on THE Lorp’s 
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be drawn into the whirlpool of agitation. | 


Hence they whose station and influence 
make them the arbiters of the popular feeling 
and action, and who therefore should be 
foremost in promoting peace and good 
works, are too often absorbed in other inte- 
rests, and their efficiency abstracted from 
the cause of godliness. Doubtless the ENEMY 
loves to have it so. What state of things 


could be more pleasing to the adversary of 
all good, than such a breaking up of the in-- 


terests and separation of the efforts of good 
men, as he now beholds in this land ? 

But there is a remedy for these evils. It 
is to be sought in the revival of spiritual re- 
* When the enemy cometh in like a 


And are there not 


‘1pE?”’ Whocan merge his personal regard for 
minor interests, in the greater subject of the 
glory of God and the salvation ofour country? 
Who is willing to know nothing, but to press 


‘the claims of Christ crucified upon the con- 


‘sciences. of men, and to bring this rapidly 
apostatizing nation under his sway? It is 


-time—high time—that some should take a 


stand in favor of the single, glorious object 
of promoting the salvation of men. QO, 


then, let ministers, especially, bethink them- 


-selves of the great object for which God has 


“put them into the sacred office, and of that 


near account to which they are hastening. 


~How much out of all proportion, to waste 
-their consecrated strength, and this vanish- 


ing life, on inferior claims! Let them throw 
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themselves into the breach between the liv- 
ing and the dead; let them make special ex- 
ertions to recall the attention of men to 
eternal things; Jet them warn their people 
of the insidious nature of worldly enterprise, 
the vanities of fashion, and the pride of life. 
Above all, let prayer be offered continually 
unto God for the interposition of his Holy 
Spirit.. O, there is forgiveness with him; he 
has an ear for the cry of his faithful ones, 
when they bewail the prevalence of sin, and 
seek his aid. His promise to give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him, is definite and 
unfailing. And if this Divine Agent come 
upon the churches; if he pour out his graces 
upon the saints, and conviction upon sinners, 
soon we shall see the aspect of our country 
changed. The seductions of pleasure, the 


-gayeties of fashion’ and amusement, and 


even the still more absorbing pursuits of 
ambition and gain, will give way to the joys 
of religion and the ennobling endeavor to 
save souls from eternal ruin. ; 
Now, who will abandon other objects and 
live for this? Who will feel and act under 
the impression that the presentcondition of 
our country is one of peril to the interests of 
piety, and that it is a great and worthy 
object to throw all their energy of prayer 
and effort into the work of promoting a 
general revival of conscience, pure morals, 
and heavenly-mindedness, in the church; 
and exciting among the impenitent the uni- 
versal inquiry, What shall we do to be 
saved? Who, in this time of many “sides,” 
will be wholly ‘‘on tHE Lorp’s sipE?” 


Correspondence of the @. #H. PA. S&S. 


REVIVALS. 


_In the western states, during the year 
that has just closed, judgments and mer- 
cies seem to have been strangely mingled. 
Although a land of proverbial fertility, the 
rains of heaven were withheld, so that in 


“many places the crops withered away so as 
_to be scarcely worth the toil of gathering. 
‘In thousands of instances the strength of 


the husbandman was weakened by disease 


when most urgently required in his fields. 
Many ¢ongregations have been broken up 
by sickness, and the duties of the preacher 
changed 1o those of the physician and 
nurse. And yet amid these afflictions God 
has graciously manifested himself to his 
ministers and people. Many of the mission- 
ary reports make grateful mention of his 
consolations, and some also speak of the 
effusions of his Spirit. The following are 


examples, showing that the King of Zion is 


more ready to bless, than we to seek his 
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blessing, and that no outward circumstances, || 
however unpropitiousin human view, should 
be regarded as insuperable barriers to his 
grace. 


From Rev. R. H. Snoddu, Knox Co., 
Tennessee. 


About the middle of July the sick- 
ness began to rage, and some deaths | 
occurred. In August it became more 
malignant, and “almost every day, 
proved fatal to some. At one time 
the whole neighborhood, almost, was | 
prostrated, and fer nine weeks I was | 
scarcely ever at home. Fourteen | 
deaths occurred within two miles of| 
us. I attended nearly-all the fune- 
rals, and preached or gave exhorta- 
tions. 

On the second Sabbath in Septem- 
ber occurred our sacramental meet- 
ing at New Prospectchurch. It will 
be long remembered. God was in 
the midst of us reviving: his work, 
and causing sinners to yield their 
- hearts to him. It was with difficulty 
we could close the meeting. Twelve 
have connected themselves with this 
branch of Zion, ten of them by pro- 
fession, Other cases of hopeful con- 
version exist, and many are anxious. 
These things, i in achureh numbering 
about 21, were a source of great joy 
and thanksgiving. 

Ten miles from one of my stations 
I held a two-days’ meeting in No- 
vember, assisted by a brother of ano- 
ther denomination. ‘This was a re- 
freshing time to God’s people, and 
sinners appeared to be impressed. 

This year has beenone of the most 
solemn I ever witnessed. The out- 
pourings of God’s Spirit have been 
truly glorious. At the same time, in 
temporal matters we have been se- 
verely straitened. On account of 
the failure of the crops the last year, 
my people could not furnish us with 
provisions. Had not your Society 
assisted us, our sufferings must have 
been great. When IT shall have 
drawn my present claim upon the 
treasury, I shall still owe for the last 
year’s provisions, and I shall have to 
purchase for the coming year., The 
drought has cut off the crops beyond 
what was ever known here before. 
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Unless you can render assistance, I 
must leave the field, or greatly suffer. 


o 


From the Rev. W. W. bio Put- 
namville, Ind. 


The year that closes to-day has 
been one unusually barren and, un- 
fruitful until recently. Nine per- 


‘sons were received as members at 
;the last communion of the church; 


five on certificate, and four on exa- 
mination. 
persons have professed a hope in 


Christ, the most of whom will join ey ag | 
our church. Many others are seri- 
the whole village seems to be A 


ous; 
under the influence of the Gospel to 


nesday. Thad to labor much of the 
time alone, but God was there, by the 
influences of the Holy Ghost. “Our 
gayest and most hardened young 
people are among the converts. 

There was no wildfire in the churell 
that could be discovered, but it was 
a time of prayer and self-abasement 


with the church, and the refreshing — 
was evidently from the presence of 


the Lord. My daily prayer to God 
is for wisdom to direct the church 
and the anxious mind in this great 
and glorious awakening, so as to lead’ 
inquiring souls the nearest road to 
God—so as not to grieve the Spirit, 
and cut short his stay. Pray for us, 


dear brethren, that we may be more 


successful in winning souls in this 
land of schisms and day of rebuke. 


RAIN IN A THIRSTY LAND. 


A Missionary in Indiana thus speaks of a 
season of interest, when he had gone with 
another minister to a country neighborhood, 
to preach and administer the sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper. 


That meeting, I trust, will not soon 
be forgotten, for the Lord was in the 
midst of us. The little church was 
prostrate at the footstool of sovereign 
mercy. Fathers and mothers wres- 


= 


Since that time about 30. 


Our meetings began — 
on Friday and terminated on Wed-_ 


a 


re: 


_the Spirit came down. 
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tledin agonizing prayer; God heard; 


Deep solem- 
nity pervaded the congregation ; 


- sinners were awakened; many came 


with earnest inquiry to know what 
they must do to be saved. It was 


easy to preach, and it was good to be | 


there. On that occasion, and subse- 
quently, a number were hopefully 
converted ; and as the fruits of this 
season of refreshing, twenty or more 


have been added to that little church. 


-- one of some special interest. 


ceived by us. 


From aes S. Dunton, a asp iry at 


Tiffin, O 


T have devoted one half of my time 
to the interests of Tiffin church. for 
twelve months. The year has been 
Early 
in the year a protracted meeting was 


held in this church of two weeks’ 
. © ghnehiserive 
. eh revived, and from twenty to 


The members were 


irty were ‘hopefully converted. 
some of these have joined other 
churches, and sixteen have been re- 
During the year which 


- this report is designed to cover, one 


+ other has been. received on profes- 
sion, and three by letter, making, in 


all, for the year, twenty. "Two others 
are indulging hope, and expect to 
unite with us the first opportunity. 


Review of two years’ missionary 
labor. 

In reviewing the past two years, 

while I have mich to deplore, the 


_ following considerations demand our 


gratitude. 
at the beginning of this period almost 
extinct, has been much revived and 


i strengthened. The ordinances have 


been. statedly administered ;..more 
than thirty have professedly pass- 
ed from death unto life; forty 
have been received as members— 
twenty-five on profession and fifteen 
by letter. Occasional lectures have 
been preached at six different out- 
posts, (which otherwise would have 
been mostly destitute of preaching, ) 
and in almost as many different 
townships. 


THE HOME MISSIONARY. 


This church, which was 


One vigorous Sabbath| 


February, 


school has been sustained of about 
fifty scholars, and a library procured 
of about seventy volumes; and, a 
part of the time, another of. twenty 
pupils, without a library. Two Bible 
classes, of from fifteen to thirty each, 

have been taught by myself; and 
stated weekly meetings have, to a 
considerable extent, been maintained 
at three different stations, alternating 
with the preaching ; two female cir- 
cles for prayer have been formed; 

the monthly concert has begun to be 
observed; family visitation has been 
extensively performed, and there 
has been, and still continues to be, a 
gsrowing attention to the stated 
means of grace. It is hoped that 
much seed has been sown, which will 
yet vegetate and bear fruit to the 
praise and glory of God. 


What part the A. H. M.S. has had 
_in these things. 


While I would express the thanks 
of this people for your kind assist- 
ance, trusting that they will recipro- 
cate this kindness as God gives them 
ability, I have no hesitation in say- — 
ing, that to your Society, under God, 
they are greatly indebted for the | 
blessings here specified; for without 
your aid the Gospel would not have 
been enjoyed by this church. May 
the great Head of the church ever 
smile on your efforts to build up his 
kingdom and to promulgate his truth. 


Indirect aid to other churches. 


The value of the assistance which 
your Society has rendered cannot be 
fully appreciated without contem- 
plating its bearing on the interests of 
the church of Eden, to which my 
time has been devoted alternately 
with Tiffin. Eden church, in the 
bounds of which I reside, is spread 
over three or four townships, a con- 
siderable’ part of which is but re- 
cently settled, and it embraces a part 
of both Seneca and Crawford coun- 
ties. This church, agreeably to their 
desire, have enjoyed my labors one 
half of my time, which could not 
have been but for your appropria- 
tions to Tiffin. Such is its location, 
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that if Tiffin had been unsupplied, first settlers came into ne county 
this church would probably have} about four years since, and it now 
been also destitute. But here the contains not far from 4.000 inhabit- 
Gospel has been preached with ants, on an area 24 smiles square. 
equal or greater success than at| The improvements have been rapid 
Tiffin, until ecclesiastical agitation) beyond a parallel in any country. 
spread its baleful influence among ‘The face of the country exceeds in 
us. I have received forty-nine into} beauty and situation any extensive 
the Eden church, twenty-one on} tractihave seen in the West,and the 
profession, and twenty-eight by let- | soil is equally fertile. The land, in a 
ter. There have been organized and considerable portion of this county, 
sustained two Sabbath schools. of| is now in market, and most of it has 
from forty to sixty scholars, with | been bought and paid for by the ac- 
small libraries; also two large Bible | tual settlers. Never was a country 
classes under my personal instruc-|so bought up at the first sale as this; 
tion; a temperance society of one} in some instances not a foot of land 
hundred members; a female sewing ‘remains unbought in whole town- 
society; several circles of females ships. The way is now open for per- 
for prayer; weekly conferences; the ‘manent improvements. The town 
monthly concert, &c. &c. com menced three years ago, and two 
anda halfyears since there were three 
families. The present population is 
estimated at not far from 300. ait es : 
surrounded by one of the; I- 
ing countries in the world. Its 
Rev. B. Matthias, minister of the | high, and commands as e ensive a 
Congregational church at Frankford, ‘view of timber and prairie as any 
N. J., reports an interesting revival, ‘town in the West. It has eve yaar es 
in which upwards of thirty were cility for building, or will have, as £ 
enumerated as hopeful subjects of soon as the enterprise of the peo 
divine grace, fifteen of whom were | shall have brought out the native re 
already admitted to the church. The | sources that exist. I mention these _ 
work was still in progress. ‘things to show the prospects. of the ve 
‘place. for future growth. ha-— 
racter of the people is decic ily in > 
advance of most settlements which ~ 
are as new as this, and wce have 
enjoyed so few religious advantages. 
, There has been occasional preaching 


| -here by the oe have 
~ "The ToWa Territory having recently begun | done much good. . 


- to attract considerable attention, and many 
settlers of an interesting class having gone | Mr. G. states that every ching a so 
new that religious institutions mus for the 


thither from the East and South, the A. H. 

M. S. has felt it important to commence the | | present be sustained mainly by Ip from 

planting of the Gospel there as early asprac- | abroad. A beginning has been made, and 
' with the blessing of Heaven, rich results are’ 


ticable. We have already three Missionaries | 
in that district, and the necessity of sustain- | anticipated for the church of Christ i in that 


ing them and sending others to their aid will | region. 


At Frankford, N. J. 


_ REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 


IOWA. 


be obvious from the following report. é ol wgeg e - 
From Rev. R. Gaylord, Mount Plea- Bidhies a ) 
sant, Iowa. . bg 
MISSOURL 


After a fatiguing j ourney of nearly 
five weeks, I have to und every thing | 
as favorable here as I expected, con- A correspondent informs us, that the 
sidering the age of the country. The || meeting of the Synod of Missouri, in Octo- 


home. 
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ber last, having failed from the want of the 
requisite representation from Presbyteries, 
those who were present, comprising the 
Presbyteries of St. Charles and St. Louis, 
held a “convention” to devise measures for 
the moral improvement of the state, He 
says— 


Among other things which we 
aimed. at in this convention, was. to 
make provision for a state tempe- 
rance agent, andalso to form a Home 
Missionary Society. A _ resolution 
was passed to raise $3,000, the pre- 
sent year,in Missouri, for the sup- 
port of Missionaries in ‘this state. If 
by the divine blessing we are enabled. 
to accomplish this object, we may 
begin to hope for Missouri. A new 
era will commence in this state. 
yet but little has been done here; 
we have been dependent on the cha- 
rities of our eastern friends. Our 
Missionaries have been almost en- 
tirely sustained by the A. H. M.S., 
and it is now high time that some- 
thing efficient should be done at 
Most of our churches are 
‘poor, and must be dependent for 
“some years; others are able to do 
much, and if all did their duty, Mis- 
souri could sustain her own Mission- 
aries, and soon supply her destitute 
churches with the stated ordinances 
of the Gospel. Yet it is a difficult 
thing to bring any people into a sys- 
tem of benevolent effort, who have 
not learned that “ it is more blessed 
7 give than to receive.” 


‘We rejoice greatly at the spirit exhibited 
in the movements above referred to. Our 
brethren in Missouri well know how cor- 
dially and liberally the A. H. M. S.-has for 
many years contributed to sustain the stand- 
ard- sbearers of the cross in that state, What- 
ever assistance may be hereafter needed, 
‘will be given with new cheerfulness and 
hope, when we see Missouri endeavoring to 
help herself. Will not the foregoing state- 
ments, and the appeals in the next two arti- 
cles, touch the cords of sympathy in the 
hearts of the rising ministry, and induce 
them to offer themselves for that promising, 
that needy field ? 
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From Rev. Geo. C. Wood, Monroe 
Co., Mo. 


WHO WILL DO ir? 


On the third Sabbath in November 
I attended atwo days’ meeting in 
Audrain county. I had sent the ap- 
pointment there three months before. 
I found a few Presbyterians in the 
county, most of whom are members 
of my church in Monroe Co. They 
appeared to be rejoiced to see me 
among them, as I was the first Pres- 
byterian minister who had ever 
visited them, or preached in. that 
county. Mexico, the county seat, is 
a growing village, and the country is 
settling fast; and now is the time to 
plant the standard of the cross there. 
But who will do it 2 


FIFTY COUNTIES VACANT. 
From a Missionary Report. 


As far as our means go, the youth 
of this place are under religious 


training. Had we teachers to keep 


up a Sabbath school or two, in every 
village or neighborhood, another ge- 
neration might be rescued from the 
ruin which impends over this. But 
you may judge for yourselves that it 
must be a great distance from one 
Sabbath school or Bible class to ano- 
ther, (which are under the patronage 
of the A. H. M. S.,) from the fact 
that there are about “tifty counties in 
this state in which no Presbyterian 
minister resides. This great destitu- 
tion is beginning to awaken the ener- 
gies of the church in Missouri, and. 
she has resolved, relying on the Brace 


| of God, to sustain a minister in every 


county as\soon as practicable. The 
call for more laborers in this great 
field waxes louder and louder. May 
the time soon come when her sons, 
being filled with the Holy Ghost, 
shall joyfully ee Shi ‘“ Here are 
we, send us.” 


1839. 
ILLINOIS. 


From Rev. N. Gould, Rockwell, Il., 
dated Oct. 25th, 1838. 


SICKNESS. 


It pleased God in July to com- 
mence his afflictive dispensation to- 
wards this people. About the middle 
of August, sickness became so uni- 
versal that I could have no congre- 
gation on the Sabbath. There was 
not a house but what had more or 
less sick in it. On the 20th I was 
taken with the bilious fever, and 
have not been able to preach, or 
scarcely read, up to this date, a little 
more than two months. This sick- 
ness has been universal on the Illi- 
nois river, from Chicago to the Mis- 
sissippi. The oldest inhabitants say 
they never saw such a season before. 
In many families, and indeed insome 
whole towns, it might be said every 
soui is sick. God is truly calling 
upon usin judgment. My prayer is, 
that the people, who have had so 
much to do with the world as tokeep 
them from a Sabbath-day’s rest and 
a sanctuary, may learn that they are 
God’s property, and that time is not 
theirown, and seek unto God and ob- 
serve his ordinances; and also that 
their minister may become more spi- 
ritually minded, and devoted to the 
cause unto which he is set apart. 


Church organized. 


Since my last report I have orga- 
nized a Presbyterian church at Ho- 
mer, consisting of seven members. 
The occasion was an interesting one, 
though the numbers uniting were 
few. Two women, whose husbands 
have some considerable eminence. 
and were made elders, came forward 
for the first time to make a public 
profession of religion. Five of their 
children were baptized, and one of 
the mothers. This church is located 
ten miles north of Rockwell, at a 
large and beautiful grove, where is 
in operation one water power and 
one steam saw-mill. This is a farm- 
ing neighborhood, and I trust ere 
long it will be achurch-going people. 
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/onthe Sabbath. Aninteresting young 
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At present there is but little spiritua- : 
lity here. , 


r 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN ? 


Statements like the following, showing 
the sad declension of many professors who 


go to the new states, are so frequent that they 


awaken painful apprehensions as to the . 


genuineness of much that is called piety in 
our churches. 


Are the circumstances of a 
trial so severe that even real piety is 


for a time overborne by temptation ? or is it 


true that the people who so depart from their 
Christian profession are self-deceived hypo- 
crites? Whatdoes it mean? 


There are many difficulties to en- 
counter here that are unknown to 
those in older settlements. Thi 
country tries the faith of professor 
of religion. To many, the language 
of the apostle is very applicable: 
“ For ithad been better for them not 
to have known the way of rightaape- 
ness, than, after they have knowni 
to turn from the holy Saiiarandigeth 
delivered untothem.” Butit is hap- 
pened unto them according to the 
true proverb, “The dog is turned to 
his own vomit again; and the sow 
that was washed to her wallowing in 
the mire.” A 

Whole families come here and 
It is heart-rending to 
behold the number who forsake Jesus 
Christ and his religion. All their — 
influence goes to the corrupting of — 
the community. Not only the young 
and inexperienced backslide, but 
those whose heads are frosted over 
with many winters. Anold manand . % 
hisfamily came into this county du- 
ring this season, who had been an : 
elder for years in the Presbyterian f 
church; shortiy after his arrival he y 
was seen in his barn cleaning wheat ~ 5 
man, a Pe ns ia tae: pe - 
two years ago, whose father settle 
in a neipoeehood some distance 
from any place of preaching, and ; 
where the Sabbath was disregarded. 

The young man was influenced by 
degrees to neglect the Sabbath, and = 
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the consequence was a departure | 
from the path of duty. WhenIcon-| 
versed with him about the duty of 
again uniting with the church, he 
replied that he onght not to do it. 
at present, and freely acknowledged 
that he had dishonored his profes-| 
sion, seemed to feel sensible of his 
situation, and said, if he had thought 
he should have come to what he has, 
he would never have come to this 
country ; but could not have believed 
it possible that it might be so with 
him. What may be the result of his 
case I cannot tell. His father also 
has backslidden. These are. only 
‘specimens of the hundreds of cases’ 
that might be gathered in this wes- 
tern world. Many conceal the fact 
of their ever being professors of re- 
ligion, _ : 

But though these things are true, 
we are not discouraged, for we have, 
‘many warm hearted and liberal, 
‘Christians to encourage us. 


Ware gy = 
church. 


K 


Circumstances of a feeble 


The representations below confirm the 
statements in the preceding letter, although 
they are made by Missionaries distant from | 
each other between 200 and 300 miles. _ 


In the bounds of our church. at 
——, we have 30 professors of reli- 
gion of our order.. Only 9 of. these) 
belong to our chureh. It has em- 
braced 12, but 2 are dead, and one) 
has removed.. What remain walk | 
harmoniously, possess the same spi- 


rit, walk together to the house of] 


public worship, unite in the weekly 
and. monthly prayer-meetings, and 
endeavor to sustain and forward the) 
Sabbath school, Bible class, tempe- 
rance, and other operations of Chris- 
tian benevolence. or, | 
Out of the 30 professors above- 
mentioned, 7 not yet connected with 
the church walk harmoniously with 
us, and intend to unite when they 
obtain their certificates. 
_ We have 7 others of a sickly sort, 
weak in the faith, who were never 
eminent in the church, nor any 
where else. They “don’t know how 
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long they will stay. here;” “ the 
members of the church are rather 
too proud,” or some such excuse, 
keeps them from uniting. However, 
their moral deportment is such that 
they would be réceived should they 
seasonably, after this, make applica- 
tion with their certificates. 4. 
We have 3 others who have never 


attended our meetings, though they 
have been here longer than our 


church has existed. 

We have 2 who transact business 
on the Sabbath ; one of whom also isa 
rum seller, and one other who is a 
very ungodly man. ie 

Among those whom we could admit 
to church privileges, together with 
those in the church, there are ten 
male members. Seven. are heads of 
families. But two only may be said 
to be in any tolerable circumstances 
for contributing to the support of the 
Gospel. Some, previous to their re- 
moval here, had failed in business. 
Others are young, and beginning for 
Others 
were always poor, and not accus- 
tomed to pay for Gospel privileges. 
Yet the main part prize the Gospel 
ministry, and will do what they can 


to sustain it. 


~ You will remember that we.are in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse 
people. False principles are being ~ 
established, the Sabbath and its insti- 
tutions are despised, and intempe- 
rance prevails to an alarming extent. 


“as” 


“ CATHOLIC INFLUENCE.” 


The following is our Missionary’s account 
of the facts alluded to under this title in 
our last number. : 


The time has come when our suc- 


| cessful. candidates for public office * 


put their main dependence upon the | 
Catholic population, and the use of | 
whiskey. At our recent election in 
this county 1909-votes were polled; 
about 800 of which were from the 
Catholic population. For,some time ~ 
previous to the election, it was said, 
on both sides, “ The. Catholics will 
give the casting vote.” Hence every 
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effort was made tosecure them. The How these facts should affect us. 

Sabbath was desecrated to the pur- | 
pose; when harangues were made, 
and whiskey dealt out. We have, in 
our community, men of just princi- 
ples, and of suitable qualifications for 
officers, and not a few able to appre- 
ciate their value. But unite infidelity, 
Romanism and intemperance against 
such, and what can we do? 

But this is our day of small things. 
Shall it be despised? Shall we cease 
our prayers and efforts and abandon 
the field? Nay, this is not the voice 
of wisdom, experience, nor the word 
of God. The ground is broken, the 
foundation of the edifice is laying, 
and ere long the enemies of good will 
gee the house of God arise, and his 
people prosperous. But if we fail 
through our feebleness, or any other 
cause, despotism will stretch out his 
iron rod over us, and we shall be 
governed by mobs incited by infidels 

and intoxication. But we will look 
for that Spirit without which no hu- 
_ man effort will avail in pulling down 
strong holds. 


of American evangelization? By no means; 


and transient character. God is evidently 
employing them for great and glorious ends. 


and fitting them for the high destiny he has. 
assigned them. Two years since, human 
enterprise was at its height. The church, as 
well as the world, was rushing on, confident 
of its strength, thinking and talking largely 
of converting the nation, as if human energy 
and filthy lucre were in themselves omnipo- 


ful, there were many who were fired by un- 
hallowed zeal, or disqualified by woridliness 
or sectarianism to labor for the Lord. Like 
Gideon’s army, the sacramental host in the 
West has now undergone a process of re- 
duction, which, though it may diminish. its 


be God’s instrument of conquest. 

To the beloved churches and. ministers 
who are now suffering ‘these chastisements, 
we would therefore speak the language of en- 
couragement. God dealeth with you as with 


: - ; ae? . il 
verty, sickness and schism, as admonitions 


calling you to greater singleness of aim, and 
more humility and self-denial. Relinquish 
the world as your portion, and show to all 
around, that you went to the West, not to 
get rich, but to do good. . 

The duty of eastern Christians is obvious. 
This is no time to withhold assistance from 
our brethren. They must be sustained. 
Their churches and pastors, their colleges, 
‘seminaries and schools, their young men 
‘who are-seeking the ministry, must all be 
sustained. And it will be done. The East 
has too large an investment in the West,to 
abandon it, or yield a stinted measure of as- 
‘gistance—an investment not merely of mo- 
| ney, in Jands and stocks, but an investment 
of her richer treasure, her sons and daugh- 
ters, her ministers and teachers, her long- 
cherished interest and many prayers. 


— SS eee 


THE PRESENT CRISIS 
IN THE WESTERN STATES. 


The year 1837 was a period of great em- 
barrassment in the Eastern states, and the 
effects of that embarrassment were very 
sensibly felt over the whole Union. But 
many facts conspire to show that the inte- 
rior of our country was then affected only 
indirectly; and the full action of the same 
causes of distress has not been felt in the 
reméte districts until recently. “A dry and 
ungenial summer, a scanty harvest, and the 
extensive prevalence of disease, have con- 
tributed to increase the general affliction. 
All these things have befallen a population 
who are, for the most part, in a state of new- 
ness. Their public improvements are but 
just begun; the various institutions of civil 
and social life are in the forming, and there- 
fore the most expensive state. Besides these 

_ facts, and more embarrassing to the cause 
- gfreligion than any other, there is the eccle- 
siastical division in some of the churches. 

VOL: XI. 30. - 


recite 
From a Report. 


through. which we have passed 


Should these things discourage the friends: 


apparent strength, will increase its fitness, to, 


the causes alluded to are all of a temporary 


He is purifying the churches in the West, 


tent. Mingled with the spiritual and prayer- - 


children. Regard your present trials of po- 


~ 


Since I last wrote, ihe sean 
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become very trying to me. Indeed, 
my discouragements have been great 
beyond any thing I have ever before 
experienced in this place. Sickness 
has been distressing, and in many in- 
stances fatal. On this account our 
meetings have been thinly attended, 
and their number has not been as. 
_ great as at other times. The money 
_ pressure has been far heavier than it 
has ever before been since I came to 
the West. It seems that the evils 
which were so deeply felt at the East 
-More than a year past, have but just 
made their way to this place. Many 
‘who were supposed to be in prospe- 
rous circumstances, have entirely 
failed in business. Four or five who 
formerly contributed liberally to- 
wards my support, will not be able 
or willing to pay me any thing the 
present year. Provisions ‘and ec] othing 
have been very high, and still eon- 
tinue to be so. I have received, in 
cash, only fifteen dollars for the pre- 
sent year up to this time. And 
though some have paid me in articles 
needed in my family, a considerable 
proportion of what was subscribed 
will not be paid at all.. I depend 
almost entirely on the funds of the 
A. H. M.S., and my own resources, 
for my support the present year. 
Some of our members have left, and 
others are about to leave, for other 
parts of the West. These things, 
together with the infidelity, intem- 
perance, profaneness, &c., are very 
sore and oppressive evils to a Mis- 
sionary. — a “ . 


None of our schools or meetings have 
been given up. 


ees 


. From a Missionary Report. 


The situation of the Missionary who 
makes the statements which follow, is pe- 
cular. The remote position of the place 
where he resides, and a great influx of popu- 
lation, have contributed to produce a state of 
things which is not common, even in the 
new settlements, Hence it is not to be re- 
garded asa fair specimen of the manner in 
which ministers fare in the West. The facts 
would probably not haye been ecommuni- 
|eated, but for the following circumstances, 
Reports had reached the Executive Com- 
mittee, accusing the Missionary of neglect- 
ing the ministry for secular pursuits. An 
explanation was sought; when the following 
facts were developed. 


I cannot conceive howI should be 
expected to devote my. time exclu- 
sively to the ministry, and support 
my family on a little more than $300 
a year; I cannot live on less than 
$500 or $600. It would have cost 
$350 to hire and board a common 
laborer the first year of our residence 
here, and the case is but little altered 
now. House rent, and every thing 
‘Ican think of except fuel, is dearer 
here than in the city of New-York. 
Most of the necessaries, and, I be- 
lieve;all the common luxuries of 
| life; are a third, a-half, and three- 
fourths dearer than with you. Flour 
is $15 per barrel. he last salt that 
was sold here was in bulk at $10 per 
scenes, and this dark people, there ||barrel, and retailed higher; now, — 
are some good things. There are | none is to be had. Pork in the hog, | 


some in this church, male and female, | $10 per cwl.; butter, 373 cents per 
who are evidently. the salt of the 


pound; poor brown sugar, 18 cent: 
earth, and a rich blessing to, this | per pound ; molasses, 75 cents to SI 
place. Through their influence, || per gallon. If I get a bushel of corn 
intemperance is in some degree 


: ‘| or buckwheat, I must carry it forty 
restrained ; they also hold in check | miles to mill, or pay three shillings a 


some other vices, A young men’s | bushel to have it carried, in conse- 

temperance society has been re- quence of the excessive drought in 

cently formed. Our maternal and this neighborhood. If wish a day’s 

sewing societies have hoped to make || work of chopping wood, or any simi- 

mea life member of the A. H. M.S. | lar labor, I must spend half a day in 

by the close of: the’ next quarter. { finding a man to do it, and: pay him | 
; ws . try 


a 


“ Some good things.” 


{ would say, that among these dark 


’ 
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a dollar, cash in hand. If J employ 
a mason, I must pay him $3 50 per 
day, and his board. I can buy as 
good a coat in the state of New-York 
for $14, as sells here for $30; but I 
have worn my old coats. ‘The wages 
of domestics have been from two to 
five dollars. a week. We, of course, 
could not endure the expense, and 
my dear wife has nearly worn herself 
out in efforts to do her own work, 
under the greatest possible disadvan- 
tages, from the want of a suitable 
house, furniture, &c. We live in a 
small, miserable log cabin, 12 by 14 
feet, withaback part9by18 feet. My 
family consists of sixpersons. But- 
ter, cheese and ‘sugar, are .used so 
sparingly with us, that we scarcely 
know their relish. .And even after 
the most rigid economy, amounting 
almost to parsimony, when I sitdown 
in my cold, crowded cabin to write a 
sermon, I have sometimes had two 
demands in a single day for the 
payment of debts, without being able 
- to meet them. It is true, that in 
these circumstances I have not taken 
a bag on my shoulder and begged 
my bread, and thenspent my time in 
writing to the A. H. M. 8. about it. 
I have preferred to. take my plough 
and hoe, and go into the field, and 
trust. God, for a crop. Instead of 
writing about the defects in. my 
eabin, I have chosen to take an axe, 
a hammer and a trowel, and mend it. 
I cast no reflection on brethren who 
have chosen to.do differently, but my 
preference was first to pul my own 
shoulder to the wheel.; If 1 have 
erred itis in this. 


~ Remarks on the foregoing. 


eee thal 


ships rather than to make them known. We 
eannot but accord to such feelings a high 
degree of respect. And yet (we say it for 
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the sake of others who may be similarly si- 
tuated) we think it was not wise to conceal 
his necessities from the Society, and attempt 
to supply the deficit in his salary by secular 
labor. Men who knew not his wants nor 
his motives, saw and. misunderstood his 
course; and thus, though bleeding at heart 
on account of the necessity laid upon him, 
he wes represented as having become secu- 
larized. In this way, the ministry and the 


In such cases, it is far better for the Mis- 
sionary to sptead out the whole length and 
| breadth of this situation before the Executive 
| Committee. They have hearts that can feel 


their discretion, they are convinced that the 
Missionary is adapted to the station, and the 
field is one which ought to be sustained, it is 
their duty to appropriate enough to make up 
the deficiency of the salary; or if they have 
not the ability to do this, in consistency 
with other claims, they will frankly tell 
him so. It then, we doubt not, will be his duty 
to seek another field, rather than to expose 
his character and his profession to misre- 
presentation and reproach, by engaging in 


support. , 

2, How much reason has the country to re- 
joice that there are men and women in it, 
who will “endure such hardness’ for its 
moral welfare. Instead of regarding the de- 
voted Missionary with pity, as a poor pen- 
sioner on their charity, the churches at the 
East ought to be very thankful that he will 
accept their money, and go to the wastes of 
the land, and expend what is a thousand 
times more precious than gold and silver, 
the bloom and vigor, of his manhood, and 
the treasures of his mind, and expose 10 
ceaseless irritation all the sensibilities of his 
heart, in doing the hard work of the church. 


fact that God is raising up, here and there 
throughout our country, men of nerve and 
endurance, who may be depended on ‘ to 
dare and to do,” as Providence shall require; 
in the cause of salvation. hte BA 
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missionary cause were exposed to censure. 


for their brethren. And if, in the exercise of 


|the labors of the farm or the shop for a ~ 


a 
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*¢ THE POOR 
| UNTO. THEM,” _ 


‘When we have visited the destitute 
neighborhoods, we have several times 
carried provisions to enable them to 
set something on their tables besides 
salt and potatoes. This is literally 
true. ‘The Missionary who could sit 


down quietly and write-‘his sermons | 


while he took the bread from hungry 
children to feed his own family, 
must have a heart of sterner stuff 
than mine.’ And when I have looked 
round for the men.who were able to 
aid in my support, I could not find 


them. The brother who began to| 


circulate my subscription did not 
proceed far, for he said he knew of no 
one who was not in debt, and unable 
to furnish necessaries for his fa- 
mily. Some of my best friends told 
- Ine they had subscribed, but they did 
not see any way they could pay, but 
‘would try. MENS 


“Ts this from the boasted West—this from 

the American Canaan, where it’ has been 
fondly thought human toil would scarcely 
be needed, except to gather the spontanegus 
abundance of nature?’ Some who have 
cherished extravagant notions of our land 
of promise, may ask such questions as this; 
and yet, if they reflect, they will be con- 

_ vineed that much privation must be experien- 
ced in certain cireumstances of new places. 

_ Many persons moveinto a settlement simul- 
- taneously, having only money enough to 

- earry them on to the ground,’and to buy 
their land. For a year or two they suffer 
from exposure in rudely constructed dwell- 
_ings; they have every thing to buy; and 
nothing to sell. A year must elapse before 
‘they can subdue the soil and get a crop; 
and it is still longer before they can 

_ have the many comforts which the hus- 
. _bandman procures from his herds, and 
R, a ° flocks, and orchards. Visit the same settle- 


ment ina few years, and the transformation || 


is almost incredible. Large, cleared fields, 
well fenced, and waving with abundance, 
or dotted with cattle; comfortable dwellings 
and barns; and here and there school-houses 
and temples of religion, make it difficult to 
imagine that this is the scene where poverty 
and suffering so recently abounded. A few 


HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED | 
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years of patient toil and “‘ continuance in 
well doing,” on the part of the pioneers, and 
afew years of generous aid from the East 
in supporting the Gospel, and other health- 
ful influences, will. render almost any wes- 
tern settlement all that reasonable men can 
expect. 


~ 


VIRGINIA. 


From Rev. D. F. Palmer, Marion, 
Smythe Co., Va. 


A PROMISING FIELD. 


I have recently visited the county 
of Tazewell, having had repeated 
solicitations from the people there. 
There is no minister of our denomi- 
nation in that county, and they sel- 
dom hear a sermon, except from: the 
itinerant Methodist preacher. I was 
treated with great kindness, and they 
manifested a strong anxiety to hear 
the Gospel. I preached on Saturday, 
and on the Sabbath, and the services 
were well attended. There is a 
wide field of usefulness fora self-de- 


-nying Missionary. The prospect of 


building up churches in this field of 


destitution, is quite flattering. There 


are strong prejudices in favor of 
Presbyterianism; so much so that 
there is little probability of their 
being benefitted by ministers. of other 
denominations. They have com- 
menced building a church, which they 
contemplate finishing early in the 
spring, and are very anxious that I 
should supply them some part of my 
time; and itis probable that they will 
contribute something towards my 
support. Members of the Presbyte- 
rian. church are found. scattered 
through ‘this, county, but are like 
sheep without a shepherd. I feel it 
my. duty to spend some. part, of my 
ime among this destitute people. 
My field of labor is already too large, 
yet I cannot resist the earnest appeals 
of those who,are perishing for the 
bread of life. There is no Presbyte- 
rian minister in this county (Smythe) 
except myself. I am aware that my 
labors are too much scattered for 
immediate effect, yet, in the circum- 
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- stances, I trust that ultimately the || From 


result will be greater than if confined 
to a more limited sphere. I preach 
in every section of this county, and 
my appointments are well attended. 


————— 


INDIANA, _ 


From Rev. E. R. Martin, Mt. Ver- 
non Church, Clark Co., Ind. 


Since my former report I have 


_ been preaching and _ visiting. in the) 


congregations named in my commis- 
sion. The Sabbath schools at Utica 
and at the mouth of Bull Creek, have 
been discontinued for the winter for 
the want of suitable houses to assem- 
ble in during the cold weather. 
There has been one added to the 
Utica church by profession since I 
reported. 


Encouraging prospects. 


The Mount Vernon church has 
been making an effort to have me 
settle among them. ~ They have pre- 
sented a call to our presbytery to 
have me installed pastor over this 
congregation. They have also erect- 


éd a hewed log house one and a half ! 
stories high, 20 by 17 feet, on ground | 


purchased by the church for the pur- 
pose. This house and land is church 
property, to be for the use of the 
minister who labors among them. 
The house is not quite finished, but 
is so nearly done as to‘afford me a 
comfortable home. The greatest har- 
mony prevails in this congregation. 
There have been two added on pro- 
fession since my last report. Our 
Bible class is well attended, and also 
the monthly concert, Our Sabbath 
school here has stopped for the want 
of teachers. We hope, however, this 
difficulty will soon be removed. We 
meet next Saturday to form a cate- 
chetical class. This people appear 
willing to learn. O that I may prove 
faithful in instructing them in the 
doctrines and precepts of the Gospel! 
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Rev. John Crawford, Fountain 
aay o., Ind. . 


This must.be added to. the nume- 
rous reports from your Missionaries 
in the West, which speak of sickness 
and affliction. On the last day of 
August I commenced a three days’ 
meeting, at which I had no ministe- 
rial assistance, though I expected it. 
On the Thursday after, my, wife and. 
myself were both. attacked with 
bilious remittent fever, which was 
followed, after partial convalescence, 
by relapse in. both cases, and then by 
repeated attacks of intermittent, 
fever, so that I was unable. to preach 
till the last Sabbath in November, 
when I made the first attempt. _ 

The. history of most of the fami- 
lies.in, my congregation, for the last 
three months, is very much like that 
of my own. For a time the sickness 
was so general, that, attendants for 
the sick were obtained with, diffi- 
‘culty. We experienced this difficulty, 

in. our own case, but a. merciful Pro- 
vidence permitted us not to suffer for — 
want of assistance. Some families 
have been even.more seriously visit- 
ed than ourselves. Such was the 
condition of the country, that had I 
been able to preach, I should ‘have 
had but few hearers. Even now there 
are some who cannot attend meeting 
except in their own immediate neigh- 
borhood. In most cases, convales- 
cence has been slow, and muchin- 
terrupted by fresh attacks. The 
deaths, however, were not numerons' & 
in proportion to the numberof cases. — . 


—— 


From. Rev. S. Thompson,.. Orland, 
Steuben Co., Ind... .. 
This Missionary is probably laboring in 
the newest and least improved portion of the — 
’ J : ; pie eee % 
state, but still a region of great promise, and , 
one which deserves additional Missionaries, | 
| as soon as they can be obtained.. The A. H. 
M.S. twice within a few months issued 
its commission to laborers, who have been a2 
providentially. hindered from going to this 
iia apis 


‘> 


| {ni my Jast, T reported that’ Thad 
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left Greenfield, where they have 
finished a convenient building for 
worship, in the care of a stated sup- 
ply—that I was laboring in this new 
county, and principally in this settle- 
ment. We have about forty mem- 
bers, a Sabbath school, and about 200 
volumes in the library.’ The inter- 
mission is spent in Bible recitations 
by the congregation. Our house of 
worship, a large school-house, is fill- 


ing to overflowing. Five only have] 


as yet made a profession, though we 
have hope for more. We set’ off 
some members twelve miles south to’ 
organize into a separate church, in 
September, but sickness. had then 
spread widely over the country, and 
our meetings were ‘all broken’ up. 
Little could be done but to visit and 
nurse the sick, which I did to’some 
extent, until myself and family were 
prostrated with the rest, and‘one’ of 
my daughters died with the ‘fever. 
Health is now returnin g to this coun- 
try, our assemblies enlarging; ‘and 
evening prayer-meetings’ multiply- 
ing. Sor Fort ap O11as4..a9 


vj \ - 
fot | EF 
nd 


GRATIFYING EVIDENCE OF USEFULNESS. 


Few ‘ministers at the East can look back 
upon such results as gladden the heart of 
our Missionary whose report is. given below. 
Similar success has doubtless attended the 
labors of others in that region where society. 
is in.its forming state. geoph 

“We would ‘invite: the attention of minis- 


ters particularly to the circumstance. ad- 


. verted to by our correspondent, that he has 
changed his field but once during the period 
of labor referred to.’ Where the community 
is. necessarily so changeful, in the beginning 
of the settlements, it is not as easy to ayoid 
ministerial changes as at the East. The 
churches at first embrace whole counties, 
and have their principal centres in’ the 
largest settlements. In a few years, enter- 
prise and business ereate other centres, the 
churches are subdivided, and other changes 
occur, such as destroy the identity of the so- 
cieties which were first formed. Hence itis 
almost impossible for a minister to retain 
his original ‘relations to the people. . But if 
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he can do it, for a considerable period, as 


in ‘the case related below, the results are 
always more encouraging. « 


Ihave been in this state ten years, 
and have been the means of building 
up five churches, two of them having 
a start of twelve or fifteen members 
each, the others having no foundation 
laid. These five churches number 
nearly seven hundred members, and 
there will not be more than ten or 
twelve persons out of the. whole 
number, that will be separated from 
their brethren by the ecclesiastical 
divisions of the day.. Three of these 
churches, I believe, stand united toa 
man. .In this period I have changed. 
my location but once. 

The church here feels grateful to 
God and to you, and in their thanks 


to him for mercies, make mention of 


you in their prayers,-grateful for the 
assistance you have already given 
them in their infancy and weakness. 


May the Lord prosper you in your 
labors, and give you favor in the eyes 
of the people, until your influence 
|| shall be felt in redeeming the lost of 
our race; and then, and not till then, 
may your operations cease. | 


MICHIGAN, 


TEMPORAL AFFLICTIONS AND SPIRITUAL 


COMFORTS: 


Since my last report I have drank 
of a bitter. cup, but when I know that 


‘it. was mixed. by the hand of a kind 


and merciful, Father, and. intended 
for the health of my never-dying soul, 
Ihave abundant reason tobe unfeign- 
edly thankful. The Lord has been 
pleased, to visit us with affliction. I 
have not, been able. to labor. for a 
length of) time; and my. wife.and 
family have also been laid upon the 
bed of languishing. ‘My.infant daugh- 
ter was taken away from the sorrows 
of this world to ,her..eternal home ; 
and I have fears that ere long my be- 
loved companion will follow. ‘She 
is now confined to her bed, but the 
great.and good Physician can raise 
her up, if it seem. good in his sight. 


7 
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O that we may be enabled to “lie 
sweetly. passive in. his hands,” and 
desire that his will may be done, and 
_ his holy name glorifiedin us, whether 
in life or death! Dear brother, will 
you remember us in our sorrows 
when you bow before the mercy seat? 
We need the prayers and sympathies 
of our brethren in the Lord, for we 
are in deep affliction. , But “ though 
he slay us, yet will we trust in Him.” 
Blessed be God for that precious pro- 
mise, “All things shall work together 
for good to them that love God.” It 
is this which sweetens every bitter 
draught, and enables the children of 
sorrow to rejoice, although it be in 
tears. LIamstill in a delicate state of 
health, but thanks to the Lord, am 
able to preach. We have suffered 
some little privation for want of com- 
fortable and nourishing food, but the 
Lord has sent us relief. I should be 
sorely pressed if it were not for the 
aid of the Society. May the blessing 
of the Lord rest upon it! 


wave of pecuniary embarrassment is 
just rolling over us with its heaviest 
surge. Were it not for this, I think 
the people here would furnish me a 
comfortable support, but as it.isthey 
_are unableto doit. 1 think they will 
gradually recoyer from this, so as to 
support the. Gospel among them- 
‘selves. During the four years that 
‘I have-been here, the church has 
‘been increased from 16 to above 60, 
‘and would have been about 100.f 
_we had dismissed none by letter. 
| Twenty-six united with the church 
‘about the time my health failed in 
the spring, as the fruits of a refresh- 
ing from the Lord at that time. I 
had calculated to remove from here 
on account of ill health, but as it is be- 
‘coming so much better, and the peo- 
ple remonstrate so much against it, 
‘[have.coneluded to remain, if, the 
means of living are furnished to me. 
_I.probably never had an opportunity 
of doing more good here than I have 
now. I think I have the confidence 
| of the church and its community, as 


Who that has given a dollarto Home Mis- their pastor, as much as I ever had. 


sions, does not wish it had been ten, when 
he reads of the relief furnished by mission- 
ary aid to the servants of God, under cir- 
cumstances like the above? 


‘church not to feel an intense solici- 
tude for its prosperity, and therefore 
I feel reluctant to go away when they 
are so anxious. for my stay... The 
. | people .are, just. fitting up, a more 
comfortable house for. our, public 
worship for the winter. nwich 


WORK TO BE DONE OVER AGAIN. 


The extract which follows refers to. a The appropriation asked for in, this case 
church which was aided by the A. H, M. S. | has been granted, not merely because of the 
until it was nearly ableto sustain the Gospel intrinsic importance of the place, but chiefly 
without foreign assistance. ‘The embarrass- . to encourage the minister and the people to 
ments of the times have disabled it so much, keep together, and thus render permanent 
that it is judged proper to renew the aid, lest | their religious institutions. 
all that has been done should be lost. Bs tal 


~< ; + UMS 


In the spring I was taken sick, and }, 
but just survived. My heaith was) OHIO. 
such as to prevent me from resuming 
pastoral labors; and I travelled con- 
siderably, and in this way gradually 
regained my health, so I resumed my 
labors here a few weeks ago. A| has now expired, and the work is but 
Universalist minister came inhere in| just begun. There is so much to do 
my absence, and religious things | here, I hardly know what to do first. 
have seemed to run to waste during | The burden I feel in no wise able to 
the summer, so that it is like begin-) bear. ‘The great work in which lam 
- ning anew. Besides, the people here engaged SA gaaey BYR ge 
are very. much embarrassed... The} that the half cannot be perf ib 


. 
- 


"4 LABORER GREATLY NEEDED. | 


i 


But I have labored too mnch for this. 


| ‘The first quarter of my third year 


a 


‘i 
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” 


one, unless he have the strength of a|| ber of persons are seriously concern- 


giant, and the mind of an angel. 
Unless an associate, a fellow laborer, 
can be obtained to take part of this 
field with me, the whole, by another| 


year, must be relinquished. Butthe 


Lord strengthening me, I shall endea- || 


vor to hold on this year. 


The writer of the above is the:only Pres- 


byterian minister in an extensive district. 


He has many calls, and much encourage- 
ment to labor, but must, if not assisted by 
additional helpers, either abandon a great 
portion of the field, or sink beneath the toil 
of cultivating it. Oh! hike 


~N 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
A rich reward for Missionary aid. 


Our church is in a state far more 
flourishing and happy than I expect- 


ed to see it in ten years, when I con-| 


templated its’ condition two years 
ago. God has blessed my miserable 
and unfaithful labors in a degree that 
has convinced me that Tam nothing, 
and that itis He alone who.works effi- 
ciently among the sons of men. | 
Since my commission was. re- 
ceived, we have taken into the church 
52 on profession. We have establish- 
ed two flourishing Sabbath schools, 
each of which has a library, and our 
congregation is larger, and better at- 
_ tended, I presume, than it ever has 
_ been since the church was built. ~ 
es ae LS UR * Us sty 5 
Bose thot mi pood | work: ' 
hme bad edad — > : 
One of my members is now build- 
_ ing achurch in a remote*part of the 
~ congregation, at his own expense, for 
meetings through the week. We 
have resuscitated (by the blessed 


Redeemer’s favor) N—— church, 


and I preach there regularly once.on 
every Sabbath. a) 

We have raised $27 at our monthly 
concert for missions, and only at our 
last meeting we raised $4 25. So 
you see we are not losing ground. 

Our church was never in so peace- 
able and happy astate. The audience 


is very solemn and agtentive ; anum- 


ed, and we are anxiously and trem- 


blingly looking for a renewed effu 


sion of the spirit of grace. | 


ee 


NEW-YORK. 


From the Rev, A. S. Allen, Cuba, 


FRUITS OF REVIVALS. 


- Our meeting-house: is now nearly 


finished and will accommodate, as is 
supposed, 500 people. The congrega- 
tion now numbers about 300, but they 
cannot all get into the school house, 
and stand around the windows. The 


revival which commenced last Win- 


ter extended intothe Spring and Sum- 
mer, and precious have been the 
fruits. There have been at least 100 
hopeful converts, from 8 to 60 years 
of age, a large portion of whom were 
youth from the Bible class and Sab- 


bath school, and more than half of ~ 


them were the covenant children of 
the church. Since the revival com- 
menced 38 have joined our church on 
profession and 4 by letter: 15 have 


joined the Baptists and 13 the Metho- 


dists: and there are nearly 30 more 


hopeful converts, connected with my 


congregation, mostly youth and chil- 


| dren, who will probably join our 


ehurch soon. A class of these meet 


at my house for instruction, &ce., _ 


preparatory to their reception. —— 


From Rev. Eli Hyde, Pike, Allegha- 
ny Co., N. Y. | 


It pleased our gracious God, after - 


hearing the earnest prayers of a few 
of his people, to ‘pour out his Spirit 
here in some measure in the months 
of March and April last. As the 
fruits of this small shower of mercy, 
eighteen have united with the church 
—with the exception of two'or three, 


* va - 


the children of the church, and indi- 
viduals who ‘had been habitual at- 
tendants on public worship. Some 


who professed to submit to Christ at 


our meetings have united with the 
Methodists, to whom they were origi- 
nally attached. A few more will pro- 
bably unite with us. During our sea- 
son of revival, a suspended member 
came to the church, confessing his 
sin, and was restored. Since that 
time another wanderer has returned. 


From Rev. F. Kyte, Lumberland, 
N.o¥x2 


BRIEF REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1838. 


_ In the month of February we were 
favored with the reviving influences 
of God’s Spirit, which resulted in 
some hopeful conversions, all of 
which have since applied for church 
privileges, and have been added to 
our communion. The greater part 
of these were minors in the families 
of those already in connection, in 
consequence of which our strength 
in secular matters has not been much 
increased. But you will no doubt 
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unite with us:in expressing our gra- 
titude to God that the great object of 


‘preaching the Gospel—the conver- 
sion of souls—has been hopefully 


answered. Our strength is occasion- 


ally diminished by removals. Some - 


of our most steadfast and warmest 
friends leave us. A further diminu- 
tion of our numbers in this way we 
expect will shortly take place. 


_ Importance of continued aid. 


|: The subject of maintaining the 
preached word in this region appears 


to me to be very important. Here 
are two churches—one still in its in- 
fancy—alone in the wilderness, re- 
moved from all the broils and disaf- 
fection which unfortunately prevails 
in a beloved portion of our Zion, at 
peace within their own pale, rising 
in influence and respectability in the 
christian community, and as I would 
hope, not without a growth in grace, 


and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ 


their Lord.. For these churches to 
be left destitute, would seem to be 
undoing the labors of several past 
years, and open a-door (now perhaps 


partially closed) for the further pre- 


valence of immorality and vice. 


Fa 


HAiscellaweotns. 


REVIVAL AMONG THE MISSION- 
_ ARIES OF THE A. H. M. S. 


And why should there not be stich a re- 
vival? Is it not needed? Are they not men 
of like passions with other men? Do they 
not feel the depressing effects of care and 


toil? Does not their flesh shrink from the}, 


fierce opposition to which faithfulness ex- 


poses them? Have they no susceptibilities | 


tempting them to covet worldly good, to 
court the favor of men, and toseek their own 
aggrandisement and ease? And what in- 
sures them against these evils, but the mea- 
sure of piety which they have in exercise? 


And if that piety should burn with a higher | 


VOL, 1. a1. 


and purer flame, would they not be still fur- * a 
ther removed from the dangers to which 
they are liable, and their influence over other '$ 


t oa r y 
men be more heavenly and effective? 


+3 Oe ee 
There arexmany .considerations which 


make us desire and pray for a revival among 
our Missionaries, We cannot but regard 
the influence. of between six and seven hun- 
dred intelligent and well educated ministers, 
dispersed in prominent and widely distant 
points throughout the land, as important un- 
der any circumstances. But if they should 
be anointed afresh with the Holy Ghost; if 
they should simultaneously infuse this hea- 


| ven-breathed spirit into their ministry—their 
prayers, theiy sermons, their visits from 


we Sg 
. 


‘ 


_ which it will probably retain for generations 


- citement, amounting sometimes almost to 
_phrenzy, has pervaded the congregation, 


and to his word the impress and power of a 
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house to house; if all who see them ‘‘behold | 
their faces shine,” and “ take knowledge of 
them that they have been with Jesus ;”. what | 
a waking up will there be. of Christians’ 
graces and sinners’ fears ; what activity of, 
conscience, what faithfulness in duty, what 
carefulness to avoid offences, what solicitude | 
for souls, what cries of those who seek for 
pardon, and songs of those who find it! 
The Missionaries are peculiarly exposed 
to those influences, to counteract which a 
revival of their graces is needed. Almost all 
parts of the. country—particularly the West, 
have been ‘visited by the rage for wealth, 
and more recently, by the disastrous reaction 
which succeeded it. The Missionary’s tem- 
poral support, and all the external interests 
of the church have been greatly affected; and 
consequently he has beerr drawn to sympa- 
thize deeply in these changes. Many of his 
hopes, and fears, and cares, have thus. been 
necessarily about secular affairs. But if this 
be true of the minister, how much more true 
is it of the people! .A degree of anxious ex- 


and borne before it, like an overflowing 
stream, all the feeble barriers which the pas- 
tor, single-handed, could oppose. There is | 
no such thing as a minister’s bearing, much 
less overcoming this state of things, except 
by a most elevated degree of spirituality, a 
daily converse with the world unseen, which 
imparts to his faith the vividness of sight, 


real message from God. | i 
In many portions of our country, it is the 

Missionary’s province. to lay foundations, 
and to give to religious society the tone 


tocome. Fathers and mothers whose prin- 
ciples. and habits of piety are formed under 
his teaching and example, will perpetuate the 
savor of his influence in the lives and fami- 
lies of their children. How solicitous, there- 
fore, should every Missionary be, to eatch | 
afresh from-the skies, the spirit which he daily 
imparts to those around him! 

The. Home ‘Missionary needs a renewing 
of his graces to assist him in bearing his trials. 
Besides the afflictions which are common to 
all ministers, such as the contradiction of] 
sinners, the hatred of ungodly men,, the in- 
stability and ingratitude of those for whom 
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they labor, &c., the Missionaries of the A- 
Hl. M.S. have of late had to bear an unu- 
sual share of the privations of poverty, and 
the visitations of disease. In many eases 
these afflictions have been manifestly accom- 
panied by special spiritual comforts, and the 
subjects of them have evidently received ar 
impulse in the discharge of their private and 
professional duties, in the strength of which 
they will “go many days.” And if sucha 
reviving should extend to them all, how 


many burdens it would lighten, how many 


fainting hearts it would cheer, how many 
fongues now uttering the language of com- 
plaint, would speak only in tones of thank- 
fulness for that grace which sweetens sor- 
row, and makes darkness light. 

We believe that these remarks find a/cor- 
dial response in the heart of each of the So- 
ciety’s Missionaries. One and all, we doubt 
not, they will say, “A revival we need—a 
revival we heartily desire.’ Why, then, 
shall we not seek it?) Why may we not ex- 
pect it? Let all the Missionaries, as well as 
the officers and agents of the A.H. M.S., 
turn their thoughts to this blessed result, 
and ¢an we doubt the King of Zion. will hear 
and impart his, Holy Spirit?. We eannots 
he will surely grant the grace we need... 

Let, therefore, a revival among the Mis- 
sionaries become a distinct subject of thought 
and of prayer. And let.a particular day be. 
consecrated by each Missionary as a special 


season of self-examination and abasement. 


before the Lord. Let each one shut out the 
world, and go deep into areview of his Chris- 
tian and ministerial life. Let him re-examine 
the grounds of his hope ; his motives in enc 
tering the sacred office; the manner in 
which he has discharged its functions, in the 
closet, in the study, in the pulpit, and in per- 
sonal intercourse with men; the. spirit in 
which he sought a location on missionary 
ground, andin which he has borne. the pe- 

culiar exposures and afflictions of his. lot. 
Let him search for the causes of past un- 


fruitfulness, whether they lie in the defects of 


his own experience, in his conceptions of the 
Gospel scheme, in his intellectual habits, or 
the state of his Soul. Let him most so- 


lemnly and thoroughly re-devote his heart 


to the Lord Jesus, emptying it of all other 
aims but to honor and follow him, whether 


‘itbe to gather his trophies of victory, or to 


1 Gey Se 
aes 
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bear his cross of suffering and shame. Thus 


will he renew the clear perception of hisown. 


title to the heavenly’ rest; thus will. he re- 
Kindie that warm flame of holy affection 
which-has made the day of his first. espou- 
sals so precious to his memory}; and thus 
will new power, the power of a Gospel felt 
as well as preached, of a single and. undis- 
tracted purpose, be given to his ministry. 
itis to he understeod, of course, that this 
Suggestion claims no other authority over 
the consciences of our brethren than that of 
a fraternal appeal. But may we not confi- 
dently assume that there is such a sympathy 
among us as a band of brothers united by 
our common profession, by our association 
in the blessed cause of Home Missions, that 
we shall each one, on some solemn day se- 
lected and set apart for himself, when the 
world is put far from us, enter into deep com- 
munion with our own hearts and with hea- 
ven, and thenceforward prosecute our work 


with new fervency of zeal and buoyancy of 
hope? 


S m : 
Notice to (Missionaries. 
THE NEXT ANNUAL REPORT. 


The statistical returns of the Missionaries 
furnish the data from which the Annual Re- 
pert is drawn. In former ‘years, many of 
these returns have ‘failed to reach us in sea- 
son to be used for this purpose; consequently 
we have never ‘been able to present so 
full a Report as we desired, and as the cause 
deserves. We therefore make early and 
earnest request, that each Missionary will 
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furnish the following list of particulars in a 
special communication, (unless his quarterly 
report should be made about that time,) by 
mail, as early as THz First or APRIL NEXT. 

1. Name of the Church; with the town- 
ship, county, and state; and also the post 
office address of, the Missionary. 

2. Number of hopeful conversions.* 

3. Number added to the Church by pro- 
fession.* . 
4: Number added to ‘the Church by 

letter.* 
5. Number of Sabbath Schools—number 
of Pupils—number of Volumes in Library. 
6. Number of Bible Classes—number of 
Pupils. , 
7. Number of Temperance Societies— 
number of Subscribers. 
8. Number of Churches organized during 
the year. . , 
9. Contributions to benevolent objects, 


such as a 
Home Miss. $ : | 
For. Miss: = ¢ ——- 
“Bib. Soo. /P: , &e. &e. 
10. Other interesting facts, such’as the 
erection and completion of Church edifices, 
number of young men ‘preparing for th 


y 


Ministry, Monthly Concerts, &c. * 


* In estimating these numbers, those 
conversions and additions only should be 
included, whieh shall have taken place in 
that part of the year, extending from April 
to April, during which you are under com- 
mission from the A. H. M.S. If the whole 
year, from April to April, be covered by the 
commissions of the Society, you will report 
the conversions and additions for the whole 
year. . 


Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S., from December 15th, 


1838, to January 15th, 1839. 
Rey. 0. C. Thompson, St. Clair, Mich. 


Re-appointed. 


Rev. Wm. Waith, Napoli, N.Y, 

Rev. Edmund Ingalls, Mayville, N. Y. 

Rev. Richard Dunning, Yates, N. Y. 

Rev. M. Jewell, Peruville, N.Y..« | 

Rev. J. N.. Lewis, Fairfield, N. Y. 

Rev.S. Ellis, Triangle, N. Y. 

Rev. J. W. Paddock, Oneonta, N. Y. 

Rev. A Parmelee, Middlefield Centre, N.Y. 

Rey. A. J. Parker, Shipton, Lower Canada. 

Rev. Tyrrell Blair, Centerville; N.Y. — 

Rev, J. W. Woodward, Shrewsbury, N. J. 

peace F.R. Gray, Newark and New-Provideuce, 
0. < 

Rev. Henry J. Fries, Greensborough, Md. 

Rev. Daniel Beers, Orient, L. I. 


| 


| 


» ‘ 


Rev. Cyrus Nichols, Racine, W. T. 


| Rey. James H. Shields, Bainbridge, Ind. 


Not in commission last year. 


| Rev. R.T. Everest, Barrington, and Third Ch., 


Starkey, N.Y 


Rev. Alfred Eddy, Ontario, Wayne County, N. Y. 
' Rev. Milo N. Miles, Newstead, N.Y. 

Rey. William Williams, Scriba, N. Y. 

Rev. Jairus Wilcox, Geneseo, II. 

Rev. B. F. Morris, Carthage, Ill. 

Rev, Joseph Labaree, Liberty, O. ‘ 

Rev. B. W. Reynolds, Burlington, Iowa Ter. 
Rev. J. C. Moore, West Milford, N. J. 

Rey. W. A. Adair, Alleghanytown, Penn. 

Rey. Simeon Woedruff, Berrian Co., Mich, 
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The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums, from December 15th, 1838, to January 15th, 1839. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 


Missionary Society, by B. Perkins, Assist. 
, gaik ; ’ ’ $125 


Tr. 
Andover, South Parish, bal. of coll. 
Blandford, Eli Pease, by O. Sage, 


Boston, legacy of the late Richard BO ie, 


_ by James C. Dunn, Ex’r, 

Great Barrington, Coll. by Rev. J. U. 

_ Turner, ny 

Monson, A. W. Porter, Esq., to const. 
Rev. David R. Austin aL. D., _ 

Northampton, a friend to the A. H. M.S., 


CONNECTICUT— 


Farmington, Mrs, Mary Rowe, by Deacon 
E. Porter, OBie . 
New-Haven, Central Sab. Sch. Miss. 
Assoc,, by C. B. Whittlesey, Sup’t, 
Norwich, First Cong. Soc., to const. Rev. 
H.P, Arms a L. M., 
_ South Britain, Cong. Soc., to const. Rev. 
O. B. Butterfield a L. M., © 
Stonington, Fem. Aux., 18; Juv.. Mise. 
Soc., 2, by Miss Sheffield, 
NEW-YORK— 
Centerville, Green Co,, Ch., by Rev. T. 
Blair, 
Cutchogue, Pr. Ch. 
Jamaica, Presb. Ch. Mon, 
Mr. Rider, 
New-York City, viz: 
Allen-street Pr, Ch., of which 100 is from 
M. O. Halsted, Esq,, to const, Mrs. M. 
O., Miss Phebe Aun, and Enos J. Hal- 
sted, Life Members, . 
Bleecker-street Ch, Coll., 56 ; 3. M‘Comb, 
: 25; C. Deming, 5;T. Griffing, 2;Henry 
Smith, 5; E. Paine, 5; J. Denison, Jr., 


by Mr, Young, » 
Con. Coll., by 


4 


376 78 


Receipts of the Philadelphia Agency from Decem- 


0 00 ber 15th,1838 to January 15th, 1839. Rev. GN. 
14 00 _ Judd, Secretary. : 
10 00 
NEW-JERSEY— . 
0 00 | is a é 
20 00 Shrewsbury, N, J., Bezeleel Woodward, » 
to const. Rev. James W. Woodward, | 
100 00 of. Shrewsbury, and Rev. George 
19 00 H. Woodward, of Stafford, Ct., Life 
Members, 60 00 
20 00 PENNSYLVANIA— 
57 60 Franklin, by J. Lyons, 10 00 
Montrose, Pr. Ch., 2; Walter Foster, 1, 3 00 
50 00 —- 
; $73 00 
39 00 |}. s : 
20 00 | 
33 00 | 


5 00 
13 00 


‘Receipts of the Central Agency at Utica, N. Y. 
from December 18th, 1838, to January 9th; 1839. 
Rev. As Crane, Secretary. 


Augusta, Coll., 17 25; W.H. Chandler, to 
const. Miss Mary Anne Chandler a L. M., 
30; J. J. Knox, to const. Mrs. Catherine 
Taylor, Mrs. Eliza Ann Williams, and 

: ae Cordelia L. Knox, Life Members, : 

00, 


5; J.C. Goddard, 1, 104 00 |! Exeter, oT 10 25 
Brainerd Ch., of which 200 is to const. Madison, by Deac. Whitcomb, 17. 00 
__ Rev. Asa D. Smith and Christopher Marshall, 5 98 
_. R, Robert, Life Directors, 314 19; La- Mexicoville, , 16 06 
dies, of which 60 is to coust, Mrs. New-Hartford, in full toconst. Rev. Moses 
Sarah Ann and Miss Mary Williams C, Searle, a L. D., . 56 78 
Smith, Life Members, 72 00, 386 19 || New-York Mills, . 22 72 
Central Ch., Sub., iu part - 8257 || Richland, by Rev. R. Robinson, 22 32: 
Duane-street Ch., Joseph Otis, 100; N. Utica, First Ch., in part, oF 27 62 
'T. Jennings, 15; Samuel Stevens, 10, 125 00 Bleecker-street Ch. 28 00 
_ Mercer-street Ch., Sub., in part,by T. || Volney, by Rev. J. Doane, — 13 00 
S. Nelson, . ‘ 157 35 || Waterville, og 26 IL 
Pearl-street Ch., Coll., $81 90; L. Corn- | Westmoreland, in part, 14 25 
ing, to const. Rev, Benjamin W. Chid- Whitesboro, Cong. Ch., 20 50 
law, of Paddy’s Run, O., and ‘Ninian 
Bannetyne, and Isabella Johnston, of ' $427 84 
New-York, Life Members, 100, 181.90 
Second Avenue Oh., Henry C. Porter, 5 00 
Ramapo, N. Y., Rev. 8S. Fisher, D. D, , 200 
LOUISIANA— . . SET 
Baton Rouge, Maj. G. Loomis, U, S, A,, 5 00 ' 
OHIO— — ; 
Tiffin Ch., by Rev.S. Dunton 35 ne me 
ey ah) Aaa VUnTOD, 43 E. P. Hastings, Esq,, Detroit, Mich. acknowledges 
INDIANA—. thereceipt of the following gums. 
Bath, Cong. Ch., by Rev, M.H, Wilder, 26 00. ; ie os . 
Detroit, Sab. Sch. Class, by Mrs. Boutwell, 92 
ILLINOIS— - Gull Prairie, Coll. by Mr. Eldred, 45.00 
Morgan Co., Mrs. Prentiss, by Rev. A. Pontiac, Cong. Ch., 36 28 
Hale, 10 00 || Sylvan, FirstCh., by H, Root, 20 00 
Mrs. Rebecea Brooks, - 5 00 
$5619 74 . ph Ek a 
$107 20 


B. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 
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AMERICAN PASTOR’S JOURNAL, 


SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 


‘CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 


A PHYSICIAN’S RESPONSIBILITY IN RE- 
GARD TO THE SOULS OF HIS PATIENTS. 


Tus subject is one concerning 
which I have heard but little said, 
and noticed but little written. Ifthe 
narrative I am about to communicate 
will have a tendency to awaken an 
interest in regard to it, my earnest 
desires will be gratified. _ 

In the course of my pastoral du- 
. ties two or three years since, I fell in 
with a physician from a neighboring 
town, who manifested a disposition 
to enter into social conversation. 
The subject of temperance, I found, 
was to him afavorite theme. Andit 
was as agreeable and important in 
my estimation. as in his, and so we 
spent some time in conversing upon 
it. This animated conversation open- 
ed the way for me to introduce ano- 
ther, and to me still more engrossing 
subject. But upon this latter topic, 
which involved the necessity of per- 
sonal piety, there was with him a 
very different degree of interest, if 
the word interest is allowable. A 
cold reserve soon gathered upon his 
countenance. And yet we had pro- 
ceeded so long in agreeable and ex- 
hilarating conversation, and our 
views had been so entirely coinci- 
dent, that it was difficult for him to 
evade the inquiries presented to him. 
How correct-an index the counte- 
nance often is to the heart! Without 
any question it was so in this case. 
Cheerfulness was just beaming out 
like the mild rays of a summer sun. 
Now, sadness and gloom rise up like 


a dark portentous cloud. How true 


it is, that the things of the Spirit of 
God are foolishness to the natural 
man. They are spiritually discerned, 


and hence he has no experimental — 


knowledge of them, and so, of course, 
no love for them. — 

How to close the interview, so as 
to expect good to result from it, gave 
me anxiety. It was a critical mo- 
merit. An unwelcome subject. was 


thrust upon him unexpectedly, and 


yet ina way which hecould not cen- 
sure. Thecrisis was at hand. Whe- 
ther this subject should be consider- 
ed or rejected was now the question 
for immediate decision. Both were 
ina delicate situation. But tryingas 
my circumstances were, assistance 


came in season; wisdom was given. A — 


train of thought rushed into my mind, 
which was immediately present- 
ed to him. The following is the sub- 
stance of it. “* Were you, sir, to be in 
the constant practice of endeavoring 
to exert a direct religious influence 
over your patients, as opportunities 
present themselves, and by doing it, 
might become the instrumental cause’ 
of leading fifty individuals in the 
course of your life to embrace the 
offers of salvation; and these fifty of 
leading five hundred to do it in the 
course of their lives; and these of 
leading five thousand to do it in the 
course of their lives; and these of 
leading fifty thousand to do it in the 
course of their lives; and so on in 
the same ratio to the end of time, 
ought you not to be answerable, in 
some important and solemn sense, 
for the production of this vast amount 


of direct and indirect usefulness ? 


. s. 7 oe 


; 


q 
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And, on the other hand, were you to 
neglect the necessary efforts to exert 
such an influence, and by your indif- 
ference and inattention to become 
the instrumental cause of so leading, 
or rather misleading fifty individu- 


als, as to have them fail of the great | 


_ galvation; and these of leading five 
hundred others to the same dreadful 
result; and these of leading five 
thousand; and these of fifty thousand 
to the same result; and so on in the 
same ratio to the end of time, ought 
you not to be answerable, in some 
important and solemn sense, for this 
vast amount of injury thus directly 
andindirectly occasioned?” Fe lis- 
tened attentively,-and intimated that 
there was at least some plausibility 
in the statement; and upon this we 
parted. But he could not so easily 
~ separate himself from this presenta- 
tion of personal obligation; it. fol- 
lowed him wherever he went; re- 
lease from it he could not obtain. It 
was fastened “ like a nail in a sure 
place.” It was a “barbed arrow” 
which could not be extracted. It 
went. deep, because directed and en- 
foreed by the Divine Spirit. Arrows 
from the “ quiver of the Almighty” 
are not aimed in vain. About four or 
- five weeks afterwards I attended a 

‘protracted meeting in the town in 
which he resided. He attended, and 
was evidently a deeply interested 
hearer. That dark cloud had passed 
away, and the beams of the Sun of 
Righteousness lighted up his counte- 
nance. An opportunity was soon 
afforded, and he.opened his heart 
freely to me. “Iam glad to see you,” 
was the salutation; and then with 
deep, emotion. proceeded: “‘ O, that 
load of responsibility you disclosed 
to me! never could I get relief from 
its weight until found in giving up 
my heart to God, as I trust I have 
been enabled to do.” In the inter- 
vening time, his wife had discovered 
some of the solemn. responsibility 
resting upon her, and. had also, as 
she hopes, found peace in believing. 


Her peace came first, and this aug- 


mented, rather than diminished his 
distressing. anxiety.. The critical 
season at length arrived in which 
the scale was to be turned and his 


lgreat salvation, the searcher 
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\destiny decided. A few nights pre- 


vious to this interview they retired, 
but his troubled spirit could find no 
rest. After some conversation, he 
remarked that his fears and anxiety 
seemed to be subsiding, and that his 
case appeared nearly hopeless. She 
could not have things terminate or 
remain so, at least without most im- 
portunate prayer. She proposed that 
they should seek heavenly aid. Her 
plan was acceded to—they, arose— 
they meditated—they knelt—they 


wept—she prayed from an overflow- 


ing heart; and while they were “yet 
speaking” the answer hopefully 
came—peace flowed into his troubled 
soul like a river. “ Is'it possible,” 
thought he, and before she closed, 
“that I am forgiven.” After this 
conversation with him, she related 
the circumstances still more fully and 
affectingly. ‘‘ A poor broken piece 
of work I made of it,” was the re- 
mark in alluding to her prayer; 
“ but I trust it answered a good pur- 

ose.”. Subsequently both united 
with the church, and whether he is 
now actually engaged in endeavor- 
ing to lead fifty souls to embrace the 
of 
hearts knows, and the judgment day 
will reveal. 

If these facts meet the eyes of 
others of the same profession, I hope 
they may produce equally salutary 
results; and if this narration awakens 
sufficient interest to call forth some- 
thing from abler pensupon the same 
subject, I shall be happy in reflecting 
upon the disposition made of the 
time consumed in furnishing it. 


©'ON CONDUCTING BIBLE CLASSES. 
[Furnished by a Clergyman.] 


Having reason to believe that 
many of-my younger brethren are 


at.aloss in eonducting Bible classes, 
|from the want of experience, or the 


suggestions of those who have gone 
before them in the ministry, I ven- 
ture to offer, as not unsuitable to the 
“ Pastor’s Journal,” the following 
hints. = Pin ak 


1839. 


In conducting Bible. classes, there 
are two objects to be accomplished— 
the first, indeed, being only a means 
of securing the second ; and yet both 
are to be carried on together. These 
objects are— ) 

1. To explain the passage to the 
understanding... 

2. To enforce its lessons on the 
conscience and the heart. 

My purpose, at present, is to make 
some suggestions in reference to the 
first of these objects. As the spiritual 
uses of scripture facts and doctrines 
- are familiar to every preacher, it will 
not be necessary to offer hints on the 
latter topic. | 

1..A Bible class should be orga- 
nized with the understanding that 
its members will continue their at- 
tendance steadily, punctually, and| 
fora number of successive months. 
‘Without these points secured, it. is 
almost useless to enter upon a con- 
nected plan of study. 

2. Study the Bible in its natural 
connection of facts and doctrines in- 
termingled. Some have chosen to 
_ take the facts by themselves as mere 
history, and the doctrines also ina 
separate form, artificially arranged, 
as a system of theology. This may 
be useful to more advanced students, 
but there can be no question that 
there is much power and beauty in 
both the ethies and the history of 
scripture, in ‘the connection which 
the Holy Ghost has given them, 
which are lost by any artificial com- 
bination whatever. 

3. Honor the received translation. 


-Depend upon it there is no other su-| 


-perior to it as a whole; and even with 

respect to. those particular parts 
which scholars have been most dis- 
posed to question, it is observable 
that the older, riper, and more pious, 
are disposed to tinker the transla- 
tion much less than the younger, 
more ardent, and less judicious scho- 
lars. | . 

A, It will be well to use Bibles of 
the same edition; reference Bibles 
are to be preferred, e. g. those pub- 
lished by the American Bible Society. 
The conductor of the class ought. to 
have present at the recitations, a 
concordance, and a good set of maps, 
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Other helps to be used will be men- 
tioned hereafter. 


General Plan. 


The study of the Bible, for conve- 
nience, may be divided into the fol- 
lowing portions. . 

I. From Genesis to Isaiah, except 
Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther. . This 
division will need little illustration 
from any other history than what is 
found in the Bible itself. 

II. From Isaiah to the end of the 
Old ‘Testament, embracing Ezra, 
Nehemiah and Esther in their chro- 
nological places. This division re- 
quires much illustration from secular 
history, particularly the history of 
the Assyrian, Persian, Grecian and 
Roman monarchies. ! 

Between this portion and the New 
Testament, a chasm exists embracing 
about 400 vears. Theclass ought to . 
be furnished with some concise view 
of the principal events which took 
place during this period with refer- 
ence to the Jews, Egyptians, and the 
monarchies above mentioned. They 
will thus be prepared to study many 
things in the New Testament which 
they would’ not otherwise under- 
stand. © | ee ; 

Ill. The third division consists of 
the Gospel and the Acts. 

IV. The last portion should be — 
epistles and the Revelation—the for- 
mer being'studied in their chronolo- 
gical order, and with reference to the 
time, place, and other circumstances 
of their history. Bis 

I now propose some suggestions in 
respect to the carrying out of the 
foregoing plan. ae 

It should be remembered,.that the 
books of scripture are not all in chro- 
nological order. Though the matter 
of each is inspired, the order. in 
which they are arranged is of human 
origin, and by all acknowledged to 
be, in many cases, incorrect. The 
same is true of some things in par- 
ticular books, e. g. the Psalms, and 
the particular predictions of the pro- 
phets, are collected, but not arranged. 
For information ona variety of such 
topics, introductory to the study of — 
the scriptures, the class ought to read 
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an excellent little work published by 
the American Sunday School Union, 
called the “ Scripture Gunz.” The 
class should study the ‘books, and 
the several parts of those which 
are not chronologically arranged, in 
the order of time. As far as practi- 
cable, let the facts of the sacred nar- 
rative be considered and studied in 
groups, i.e. let those which naturally 
belong together be considered first 
as a whole, and afterwards in detail. 


I. Genesis to Isaiah. 


» With the class before you, take the 
Bible, and opening to Genesis, ask 
such questions as these: “ Who 
wrote this book? How do we know 
that Moses wrote it? How long a 
period of time does it embrace 2?” &e. 
Point out its leading topics, such as 
‘the creation, the apostacy, general 
history of the world to the flood, 
origin of the chosen family in the 
éalling of Abraham, and the particu- 
lar history of that family to the bond- 
ase in Egypt, &c., the class mean- 


ag 


while following in their own Bibles the; 


references which the teacher makes. 
When this is done, and the pupils 
have been questioned on the exercise, 
so that’ by repetition the items are 
fixed in the memory, aspecific group 
of facts may be given out asa lesson, 
e. g. the creation, comprising the 
first two chapters, the fall, chapter 
3d, &c. 
These render the exercise more a 
thing of the memory than of the un- 
derstanding ; whereas, if you would 
keep up an interest, let there be a 
’ colloquial freedom in the recitation. 


In order to secure this various expe-| 


dients may be tried, e.g. Start analo- 
gies between the persons and facts,in 
the lesson, and others in sacred or 
secular history, or in the knowledge 
of the class, and ask howthey regard 
such a principle oract? “Is it right? 
Was it true? What would you have 
done 2” &e. And thus, by waking up 


the mind of the pupil, you will get. 


the answers desired. For it may be 
_affirmed, that the reason why it is 
hard to get the pupils to say any 
thing in answer to the inquiries of 


Use no question books. | 


ee 
as) 
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their teachers, is, they are not sure 
that they have any thing tosay. ~ 
Accompanying the recitations there 
should be a constant consultation of 
parallel passages, and references to 
the map, and an exposition of such 
customs of oriental nations as. the 
text renders necessary. J 
Great improvements are almost 
every year taking place in the maps 
which relate to the countries men- 
tioned in the Bible, and it will be 


‘well to procure those which are re- 


cent, and which are well reeommend- 
ed by biblical scholars. Those of 
the A. S. S. Union are, in general, 
well edited. Alexander’s Geogra- 
hy, the Union Bible Dictionary, 
and Robinson’s Calmet, will answer 
a better purpose than any scripture 
gazeteer, besides supplying an im- 
mense amount of other matter of 
great value, and indispensable to the 
teacher of a Bible class. . 

Oriental customs are well explain- 
ed in Nevins’ Biblical’ Antiquities, 
and also in Bush’s illustrations of the 
Bible. This latter work collects 
from many sources the observations 
of travellers which go to make the 
meaning of particular passages of 
scripture intelligible. If the: class 
can get access to such works as 
Manners and Customs of the Bedouin 
Arabs, Incidents of Travelin Egypt, 
Arabia and the Holy Land, and Jow- 
ett?s Researches in Palestine, they 
will be greatly benefitted. The first 
of these will be especially useful in 
studying the book of Job. aid 

“In this way, the books of the first 
division may be gone over. Review- 
ing may be praeticed to great advan- 
tage, by pausing and looking back 
from eertain leading epochs such as 


the flood, the exodus, the ‘settlement 


in Canaan, the accession of Saul, the 
division of Israel from Judah; &c- 
In studying the Psalms, great pains 
should be taken to ascertain, as far as 
practicable, the occasion on which 
each was written, and to read in con- . 
nection with it the portion of history 
to which it belongs. In this, Town- 
send’s arrangement of the Bible, re- 
cently published, will be found very 
valuable. ots 
[Fo he continued.) 
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ELCUses 


FOR NOT GIVING TO THE 


CAUSE OF BENEVOLENCE.’ 


_ CERTAIN apologies and excuses for with- || us to love God wiih all the arg with all 
thesoul, with all the strength, and with all 


holding aid to the cause of benevolence pass || 
currently among good men, it is believed, 
rather from the want of examination, than 
from a deliberate conviction of their good- 
ness. 


1. ‘have done my part.’ There may be 


circumstances where this excuse can be} 


properly pleaded. Cases may exist, where 
by explicit agreement among the individuals 
vf an association, the just proportion of ex- 
pense to be furnished by each for the promo- 
tion of the common object is well consider- 
ed and defined. Each may know with cer- 
tainty «hat is “his part.’ But these condi- 


the mind,” implies also a claim on all our — 


substance, if his cause require the sacrifice. 


The limitations ef our benevolence are tobe 


sought, not in what we have done for | any 
object, but in our ability, and the just claims 
of other objects upon our regard. No man, 
therefore, can say he has “done his part” 
for the Lord’s cause.in general, till the work 
is all done or his ability is exhausted—till he 
has repaid the debt he owes to the Saviour 
—till the law of love has no more claim 


upon him. And no man “has done his part” _ 


fora given branch of benevolent action, till 
ihe has done all that he can do without vio- 


tions do not usually apply to the cause of ating other obligations laid upon him Bs the 


benevolence. The community has no com- 
mon standard, mano FS rule by which to 
decide each man’s duty- Were there any 
general scale of assessment, of acknow- 
ledged authority, fixing what every man 
ought to give, each might then know what 
‘his part” is; but this is not the case. 
Christ has no where given us permission to 
measure out for ourselves: a specific portion 
of work, or a certain amount of expense, 
beyond which we have further duty. He 
has assigned to his people, as a whole, the| 
instrumental conversion of the world: and 
in accomplishing it, each must do—not this 
part, nor that, merely—but all he can. If 
any individual withhold his efforts and his aid, 
he will be counted guilty; still the work 
must be done; and the duty of doing it de- 
volves on others. The law which requires 
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Same Master. 

| The plea “I have, ee my part,” as itis 
‘usually urged, is nothing else than past duty 
used as an argument against present duty. 


pe am in debt : I must be just before I 
am generous : my means belong tomy credi- 
tors, not fo myself.’ We would not say 
aught that might diminish the delicate 
scrupulousness of mercantile integrity. A 
nice sense of justice is too rare a virtue,.to be 
the subject of needless animadversion. But 
are all who make this plea so consistent as 
to be fairly entitled to its protection? Per- 
haps none who have failed in- business; and 
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are in debt, however keen their sense of com-— 
mercial honor, feel bound to do without the 


necessary food and raiment for themselves 
; and families. And many, while endeavor- 
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ing to pay their debts, feel that they may 
lawfully encounter expenditures other than 
for mere necessaries, on the ground that they 
must sustain a reputable standing in society. 
Among these expenses, there are many 


items which if closely examined, prove to be. 
Of the thou- 


mere personal indulgences. 
sands who were prostrated by the late com- 
mercial embarrassments, how many, while 
endeavoring to retrieve their affairs, live in 
the same houses, dress in the same general 
style, send their children to the same 


‘schools, have their tables as well furnished, 


and—a few obvious extravagances excepted, 
such as expensive parties, carriages, &c.— 
live as well as ever; yet feel freed from all 
obligation to give to the cause of benevolence, 
because they are in debt! Why should they 
not include the claims of charity among 
those personal expenses which they feel at 
liberty toretain? Are they not as useful to 
the symmetry of virtue in the soul, as con- 
ducive to keep a man’s heart and habits 


right, and to give him influence in society, 


as most of those expenses which he incurs 
without fora moment questioning their pro- 
priety? Will not his creditors have more 
confidence in his integrity and ultimate 
ability to pay, if they see him unshaken in 
his principles, and that he keeps on giving, 
than if he stops entirely? True, the bank- 
tupt should reduce his charitable appro- 
priations, for the same reason that he redu- 
ces his equipage, table expenses, &c.; bat is 
it consistent for him to retain the latter, as 
quite indispensable, and yet give up the for- 
mer ? Ought he to make the cause of Christ 
the first and principal subject of retrench- 


‘Ment ?7—to “begin at the house of God” 


before he comes to his own house ? 

Many who are in reduced circumstances 
refuse to give to charitable purposes, because 
they cannot give on the same liberal scale 
as formerly ; their pride revolts from being 
associated with the humbler class of contri- 
butors. Butis this a right state of heart? 
The poor are not excused because they can 
give only a little. “Every man according 
to his ability,” is the sacred rule. Many 
who are in indigent circumstances feel it to 
be not merely their duty, but also sucha 
privilege to give, that they practice great 
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simplicity of living, and make painful sacri- 
fices in order to cast only a mite into the 
treasury of theLord. And it may well be 
doubted whether any man, who has talents 
for business or hands to labor, even though 
he have nothing else, is not bound to raise 
something for charity, from this natural 
capital, which he receives from the Lord and. 
not from man. 


Again, the plea we are considering is 
urged by some whose method of business 
always keeps them in debt. It is . their 
policy to use their credit so largely as to be 
continually pressed for the means of pay- 
They do this because, in the end, 
they expect to reap larger profits. Now, as 
their embarrassment is voluntary—is incur- 


red as a means of greater wealth, can it 


lawfully be pleaded as a reason why they 
should not give to benevolent objects ? 

Far be it from us to persuade men to give 
their money in charity where conscience 
does not fully sustain them init. . To have 
conscience consulted is what we seek. ‘The 
root of the evil of which we complain is, 
that worldly maxims ard habits are allowed 


| to control the usages of good men, without 


their examining for themselves the grounds 
of duty, in the calmness of the closet and 
the light of the Bible. It is commonly sup- 
posed that the occasions are numerous in 
which it is hard to know what is right; but 
does not the perplexity arise from within ? 
Does not the darkness flee away when the 
heart is properly affected? The Christian 
who carries his religion into his business, or 
rather makes his whole life religion, and 
consequently, makes his business a part of 
his religion, who writes “ Holiness to the 
Lord” upon house, and store, and leger, as 
well as upon his pew and his Bible—will sel- 
dom be at a loss to discern the line of duty, 
even in the most intricate circumstances. 
Whether such men give, or deeline giving, 
we may safely conclude they do right. 
But he assuredly dues wrong, and deprives 
even his chafities of half their value, who, 
instead of making them the subject of prayer 
and principle, gives or refrains, in obedience 
to the mere impulses of feeling, or the unre- 
generate maxims of the world. 
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REVIVALS. ducted with the utmost decorum and 

| solemnity ; the Holy Spirit accompa- 

From Rev. J. B. McCreary, abe nied the truth with great power. 

- Bend, Pa. Many Christians returned from their 

wanderings, and from seventy to 

Tam happy, my dear brother, that || eighty souls profess to have been 

God has enabled me to make such a | born again; a part of them belong to 

report of my labors for the quarter | adjoining congregations and to differ- 

SHOE amt: Sa mrrce eace. Ni | cit dencalipatoae aera 

strengthe e hands of} these efforts upon this place, previ- 

A. H. M. Society, in their benevolent |} ously noted for vice and immorality, 

and successful efforts to build up the | hasbeen most happy. While there 

waste placesof Zion. Wehad, during | are many who still harden their 

the past summer and fall, a very inte- || hearts and refuse obedience to God, 

resting Sabbath school and Bible | yet the whole moral aspect of the 

class, under my direction. The chil-| place is entirely changed — the 
dren generally, within a mile, and | friends of the Redeemer have gaine 


several others who lived from two to || the ascendancy in influence; andI _ 


three miles distant, attended the | trust, that. through Christ strength- 
school, and those who sent them | ening us, we shall hereafter be asa 
were much interested in it. They | moral “light-house” to many voya- 
| gers upon the dark ocean of perdition, 
$20. Among the good results were | instead of the “place where Satan’s 
two or three cases of conversion be- || seat is.” The converts are principally 
fore we were obliged to close the | in the morning of life, and of an in- 
school, at the commencement of win- | fluential part of society. A number 
_ ter. About the first of November | are young heads of families, who, 
there was a meeting here of the| in every instance,so far as I know, 
Presbytery of Montrose, to ordain | have erected the family altar. Those 
and instal me pastor of the church | who, previous to the meeting, consti- 
in this place. The day was very | tuted this church, have been greatly 
stormy, but the exercises were ai-| strengthened, and have tly, if not 
tended with much solemnity. Our | all, returned to “the strong hold,” 
meetings continued to increase in in- | from whence some of them had 
terest, until the first Sabbath in De-| strayed away; and several, who had — 
cember, when I administered the sa-|| for a length of time, indulged the 
craments of baptism and the Lord’s | hope of asaving interest in the Sa- 
supper for the first time. Eleven viour, have now fully professed Christ 
were added to our church, eight of! before men. We had another com- | 
them on profession of faith. The} munion season, on Sabbath before — 
ever blessed Spirit, was abundantly | last—it was the most solemn and in- | 
in the midst of us, shedding abroad | teresting day ever witnessed in this 
upon both saints and sinners his con-; place. Forty-nine individuals were 
victing and sanctifying influences. || added to our church, all but one on 
| 


furnished us a library, worth about 


We had felt for some time previous, | profession of their faith; making in 
but more sensibly at thatcommunion | all sixty within the last two months, ~ 
season, that some special effort must | and all on profession of faith except 
be made to gather the perishing mul- | four. There are still a number more 
titude around us into the ark of safe-'| who we expect will unite with us 
ty. Accordingly, we appointed a pro- | before long. My labors during the 
tracted meeting, which commenced | quarter, have been of such a charac- 
on the 8th of December. The meet-|| ter, that I am not able to give a very 
ing was largely attended—was con-'l systematic or definite account of 
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them. I have attended, upon an 
average, one public meeting every 
day during the term—have made a 
large number of visits to families, 
and to individuals—baptized about 
forty. individuals, twenty of them 
adults—the monthly concert is regu- 
larly attended, and a collection made 
for missionary purposes. We had an 
interesting temperance meeting afew 
days since, and have. commenced a 
systematic effort in behalf. of that 
good cause. 

These are briefly the more promi- 
nent facts, relative to my labors during 
the time embraced in this report. 
The state of religion here is still in- 
teresting, and there are, at the present 
time, extensive revivals, in several 
congregations within the bounds of, 
and connected with this (Montrose) 
Presbytery. 


From Rev. E. J. Sherrill, Eaton, 
a L. C, ) ' 


_ For afew weeks past, the Lord has 
shed upon us the reviving influences 
of his Spirit. Christians have been 
quickened, and sinners—the aged, 
the middle aged, and the precious 
youth—converted to God. I can 
give no glowing description of the 
work—it is unnecessary. Time and 
eternity will give us the results. We 
had no foreign aid, no protracted 
meeting. The number of converts is 
not large, but I trust fifteen or twen- 
ty, during this gracious visitation, 
haye entered on a course that will 
conduct them safe to the haven of 
eternal rest. 


| eeememenanmnel 
! 


From Rev. E. Hoyt, Salem, Mich. 


We have been using some special 
means of grace, and some precious 
youth have come over to the Lord’s 
side. With the blessing of God, some 
ten or twelve have, we trust, truly 


submitted to him whose right it is to. 


reign. Our school-house has been 
crowded with attentive hearers of 
the word. 
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From Rev. C. M. Seaton, Mooers, 
Clinton Co., N. Y. i 


' During the past season, circular 
church conferences have been held 
in several of the churches in this part 
of the county. In connection with 
three of these conferences, we have: 


|held “protracted meetings,” with fa- 


vorable results. The meeting at this 
place, commenced on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 25th, and closed on Sabbath 
eve, October 7th. We were assisted 
by the pastors of the neighboring 
churches; also by Brother S. R. 
Woodruff, of West Port, Essex coun- 
ty. In general, there was a very 


good attendance through the meet- 


ing; on some days our house was 
crowded to overflowing. The as- 


‘semblies were solemn, and it soon 


became manifest that the Spirit of the 
Lord was at work. Many were found 
inquiring the way to Zion with their 
faces thitherward, and many, we 
hope, were, through the blessing of 
God, brought out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. In little more than 
a week from the close of our pro- 
tracted meeting, as such, (though in 
this interval frequent evening meet- 
ings were held,) we again com- 
menced in a neighborhood in a dis- 
tant part of my parish, where several 
members of our church reside. In 
this place an interesting Sabbath 
school has been sustained except 
during the winter months, and a 
good degree of interest manifested in 
our weekly lecture and prayer meet- 
ings. At first there was some oppo- 
sition to the meeting, principally 
from some of our brethren of another 
denomination, who were apprehen- 
sive that we should ‘‘ manufacture 


|| converts,” rather than be the instru- 
iments in the hands of God of turn- 


ing men from sin to righteousness. 


| Before the close of the meeting, how- 


ever, this opposition was all over- 
come, and: these very individuals la- 
bored joyfully with us for the salva- 
tion of sinners. Our meeting has 
continued about a week. As our 
accommodations were no better than 
a district school-house afforded, the 
place was soon found “too strait for 


jus,” and many at.different times dur- 
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ing the meeting were obliged to go 
away, because “ there was no room 
for them” within. Here also, many, 
we trust, gave their hearts to God. 
But it is impossible to speak defi- 
nitely of members. No particular 
pains were taken at the time to ascer- 
tain how many were subjects of the 
work, believing that such estimates 
are usually erroneous. In regard to 
those who are cherishing hopes, it 
doubtless will be found that some 
have, ‘no root in themselves,” and 
that others who have apparently 
“yeceived the word with joy,” will 
be “choked with cares, and riches; 
and pleasures of this life, and bring 
no fruit to perfection.” Only eleven 
have. yet united with this church, 
fourteen with the Congregational 
church in Chazy and several with 
the Methodist and Baptist churches 
in this place. We expect more will 
unite with us prior to our next com- 
“munion season, and some others will 
probably connect themselves with 
other denominations. 

The converts include persons of 
all ages, from the child of ten or 
twelve, to the man of gray hairs. 
One is quite aged, several considera- 
bly past the meridian of life. 


_ Connecticut. 


Just before my last report, your 
Missionary commenced holding a| 


From Rev. E. D. Kinney, Darien, 


Sy THE HOME MISSIONARY. 


i al 
245 


meeting for prayer and preaching 
every evening. God saw fit to smile 
on these efforts, and crown them 
with a good degree of success.— 
Christians were refreshed and edi- 
fied, and led to devote themselves. 


wy 


anew to.the work of the Lord; and 


between twenty and thirty were 
brought to indulge a hope of having 
experienced a change of heart. On 


} the first Sabbath in January, seven- 


teen of the converts were received 
into the church on a profession of 
their faith in Christ. tere 

In the results of this effort, we 
have substantial proof that God still 
regards the covenant which he made 
with Abraham, where he promised to 
be his God and the God of his off- 
spring. Sixteen out of the seventeen 
who joined the church, were the - 
children, or the adopted children, of 
church members. These results also 
afford pleasing evidence of the smiles 
of God upon Sabbath schools. All 
these converts I believe are, or have 
been, members of the Sabbath school. | 
They are all youth, from thirteen to 
twenty-two years of age. Wewould | 
give all the glory to Gon for these 
blessed results. ~ 

The last week of the protracted 
effort was occupied with tempe- 
rance. The subject was presented to 
the people and they were invited to 
sign the new pledge, at each school- | 
house in the society, six in number ;. 
and between ninety and a hundred 
gave in their names. We then met 
and organized a society on this plan. 


—————— SS 


Reports of fissionarics. 


IOWA. 


From Rev. J. S. Clarke, Fort Madi- | 
son, lowa. | 


Since my previous report, nothing 

. special has occurred, except that our 
little church, in her peaceful march 
towards heaven, has been brushed by: 
the tempest of ‘discord that.is sweep- 


ing over the land. A division has 
been effected, five of our members 
having left us to be formed into ano- 
ther church, We are, however, not — 
discouraged. Those who remain are | 
more united than ever. . 

We have a comfortable place se- 
cured for this winter. I have hired 
a house to dwell in, and occupy the 
lower part for a school and meetings. 
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Whether they will compensate me is 
at their option: I could have rented 
this part of the house for $60, but as 
there was no tolerable place for meet- 
ing but this, we have no alternative 
but to furnish this’room for public. 
worship, or retire to some new field 
of labor. The people are very kind, 
and are disposed’ to contribute ac- 
cording to their means. : 

Since my last, at the urgent re- 
quest of some individuals, I have 
formed achurch at Burlington. It 
consisted, at first, of twelve mem- 
bers; three intelligent men were 
ordained elders, Last Sabbath I 
preached there, and administered the 
Lord’s Supper. Five members were 
added; and on visiting the people, I 
found a number more who will join 
on the first-opportunity. This is an 
important place, and they are dis- 
posed to give a good support to a 
minister. Du Buque also, 180 miles 
north of this, is a place of much im- 
portance, containing twelve or fifteen 
hundred inhabitants. We want an 
addition to our number of laborers— 
men who will faithfully preach the 
Gospel to the rapidly increasing 
population of Iowa. 


- MISSOURI. 
From a Missionary in Southern 
mg Missouri. 


‘IN LABORS ABUNDANT. 


_ During the year, my labors, I be- 
_ lieve, have not been less abundant 
than usual. I have travelled since 
the first of April, on church business, 
not including my riding in the imme- 
diate vicinity of home, upwards of 
one thousand miles. I have been 
present and assisted at thirteen com- 
munion occasions, two ordinations, 
one installation, and have myself 
been installed pastor of a church 
during the past season. I have 
preached about four times a week, 
and have also frequenly assisted in 
teaching our Sabbath school, the la- 
bors of which in my absence, have 


‘generally devolved onmy wife alone. | 
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In this department of labor we great- - 
ly need help. | 

The above forms an outline of the 
work of the year, to complete which, 
add in your imagination other pas- 
toral duties, such as family visitation, 
attending on the sick and dying, &ce. 

My situation here is in some res- 
pects an undesirable one. Our popu- 
lation amounts to about five hundred. 
In this number, we have. Methodist, 
Baptist, and Cumberland churches, 
besides our own, to say nothing of the 
‘Catholics, who, however, out-num- 
ber any other single denomination. 
The results of a man’s labor cannot 
in such circumstances, so far as this 
place isconeerned, make much show 
on paper. Had it not been for my 
relations to the south of the state 
generally, which is almost without 
our ministry, I should have gone to 
another field whither I have been in- 
vited two or three times. The few 
ministers in southern Missouri have 
the whole of the state thus deno- | 
minated as their field—hence the 
amount of riding we haveto perform. 
I am now in my ninth year in Mis- 
souri. Our long rides make our 
work toilsome ; sometimes in snow 
and cold; sometimes in heavy rain, 
and sometimes in the almost broiling 
sun: yet I have never, in all this time, 
been prevented ina single instance 
from preaching, through sickness. I 
certainly have reason to thank the 
Lord. 


From Rev. F.R. Gray, New-Provi- 
dence, Mo. 


At the date of my last report, 
fevers were prevailing, through all. 
this region. The mortality was not 
great; indeed, considering theextent,. 
and almost universal prevalence of 
disease; the mortality may be consi- 
dered as very small. This sickness, 
to a considerable extent, prevented 
the regular assembling, together of a 
great portion of our congregations 
during the months of September and 
October. The consequence was the 
abandonment of our Bible class, Sab- 
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bath school, and almost of our meet- 
ings for public worship on the Sab- 
bath. ey . 
But through the kind providence 
of God, we are permitted to proceed 
again with our meetings and other 
services, except that our Sabbath 
school and Bible class have been dis- 
continued till spring opens again. 
The reason for this is the scattered 
state of the settlement, and the im- 
possibility of getting all together at 
any one place, except the place where 
we worship during the summer. 
Having no suitable place of worship 
we have to meetat the private houses 
of the members, in different neighbor- 
hoods. bythe 


The First Monday in January. 


_ The last. monthly concert was a 
meeting of more than ordinary inte- 
rest. While lifting up our supplica- 
tions for the heathen, our hearts seem- 
ed to enlarge with love to. God and 
men, and with confidence that the 
Lord would hear and helpus from on 
high. And, I think, we all felt that 
it was good to be there. 


ILLINOIS. 


From Rev. John a Miter, Knoxville, | 
/ if 


When I last wrote you, we were 
expecting in afew weeks to be depriv- 
ed of our meeting house. But the 
eye of man cannot pierce the veil of 
the future, or see the opening door of 

rovidence. In,a short time the 

ouse went into the possession of a 
devoted friend of our church; and 


thus, by a single revolution in provi-| 


dence, the Lord has made it ours. 
This will furnish time for the erec- 
tion of a more permanent building, 
than was contemplated in my former 
report. 

With a few exceptions, the con- 
gregation. has been uniformly large, 
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since my return from the East. Of- 


ten the house is literally crowded. 
I have been delivering a course of 
sermons on Sabbath morning, on 
the evidences of Christianity, They 
have been well attended. If these 
exhibitions of the “corner stone” 
of religion do not result in the im- 
mediate conversion of the sinner, I 
feel confident they will prepare the 
way for a:more pungent appeal to 
his conscience. | 


Temperance. 


A united effort is making through 
our state for the repeal of the “li- 
cense law.” On New-Year’s day 
I delivered an address at Monmouth, 
Warren Co., before acounty conven- | 
tion, called for the purpose of form- 
ing a county temperance society. 
The meeting was large, and the se-. 
ciety formed embodies a good pro- 
portion of the influence of the coun- 
ty. Yesterday a convention was 
held at this place for the same pur- 
pose. Nor did-the badness of the 
travelling prevent-a full meeting. 
The proceedings were also marked 
with great unanimity. A county so- 
ciety was formed, and a petition, foes 3 
the repeal of the license law cireu- 
lated and numerously signed. iy, 

Our town society, also, has bue- — 
kled on the harness anew... About 
four hundred copies of the Temper- 
ance Herald have recently been cir- 
culated, and a number of new sig- 
natures obtained. Both at Mon- 
mouth and.this place, many of the’ 
young men of talent are taking hold 
of this enterprise with a zeal worthy 
of the cause and the character of the 
West.. 

The first Monday in the year we 
observed as a day of thanksgiving 
and prayer for the conversion of the — 


world. Two societies, male and fe- 


male, are now connected with our 
church, embracing the two great ob- 
jects of Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sions. We believethe Gospel will 
never be sent over the walls of China, 
nor to all the isles of the ocean, un- 
til the command is strictly obeyed: - 
“Beginning at Jerusalem.” 
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' THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE ON 
eps? CHARACTER. 

In our last number, in speaking of the ap- 
parent apostacy of professors when they go 
to the West, we asked ‘‘ what does it mean ?” 
From the communication of our correspon- 
dent below, it may be inferred that the phe- 
nomenon is to be ascribed to climate. There 
seems to be something in the nature of the 
soil, which affects at least the moral climate 
of some portions of the country. 

Some gvod men have started for 


the West, with all the apparent mis- 
sionary zeal of Paul. But before 


they have reached “their field,” it. 


has either evaporated, or been buried 
in a napkin, until they could con- 
vert enough of the prairie and the 
grove to their own use, to prevent 
the trouble of living by faith. This 
is the religion,that will thrive better 
in the old cultivated vineyards of the 
Kast, than in the unbroken soil of the 
West. Hence, those whose mis- 


sionary spirit moves them only | 


when they listen to some graphic 
~ description of the West, should re- 
member, that there is often more ex- 
citement in gazing on the glowing 
canvass, than on the original land- 
scape: and also, that a responsible 
work seems more easily performed 
under the exhilarating mfluence of 
oratory,than when the prairie tempest 
sweeps full in the face. 

We therefore want men for this 
climate, who have been so tried in 
the furnace of temptation, that they 
can resist the appeal which the rich 
and cheap land of “The Valley,” 
makes to human cupidity. Send us 
suck men. But all others. need the 
more concentrated heat-of an eastern 
sun to ripen them for heaven. Their 
migration hither is often a sore evil, 
at least “under” a western ‘ sun,” to 

themselves and others. 


opr ana jn 


- THE GREAT WEST. 
—' "Population. 


Clearly to appreciate the import- 
ance of Home Missions, the leading 
men in our eastern churches, who 
are gifted with political as well as 


Mareh, 


spiritual discernment, should travel 
through this valley. It is not like 
the strip of bottom land which sends 
forth its luxuriance on the banks of 
the Hudson, or the Connecticut. It 
is the “Great Valley,” which is to 
contain two hundred millions of souls, 
when the population of our nation 
shall amount to three hundred mil- 
lions. When that moment arrives, 
two thirds of this powerful republic 
will be in the West. sions 


Influence on the rest of the Union. _ 


What then will be the result, when 
the predominating influence of the 
Mississippi valley shall mingle with 
and bear along the influence of the 
Atlantic states ? Is it, ultimately, to 
rise and roll its surges over ‘the no- 
ble monuments of religion which our 


fathers reared in the East? Or shall . 


its broad and fertilizing waters 
“make glad the city of our God?” — 


Influence on other lands. 


And the same influence which the 


| West sends forth, at home, will be 


felt over the world. If it shall have 


been purified with that purple stream 


which flows from Calvary, it will not 
only bless this land, but also send its 
messengers of “glad tidings” to the 


throne of China. Butifits character — 


is to be formed by the maxims of a 
human policy, which has its origin 
in individual selfishness, woe to the 
East, and woe to the world. : Here 
will be a fountain of poison, copious 
enough to ruin the globe. 


What is to be done 2 


And how can such a calamity be 


prevented? There is one, and only 


one effectual way. Send us the Gos- 
pel. Send it in the same sense that 


you do to Hindostan; and for the 


same reason, viz. the conversion of 
the world. For if the American 
church is to beat a prominent part 
in this great. work, her own swelling 
population must be evangelized.. And 
before this can be done, the “ Home 
Missionary” must penetrate to every 
settlement, and follow the people to 
the shores of the Pacific. 


* ny 


. « 
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Home Missions Indispensable. | 


Men who are running away from 
the Gospel, will never invite it 
among them. It must be sent, or 
they will not only perish in their sins, 
but will leave a generation to follow 
in their footsteps, who will also 
“curse God and die.” I speak not 
too strongly, when I say, that Home 
Missions have preserved a large por- 
tion of the West from moral putrefac- 
tion. And they have not only done 
this, but they have prepared the way 
to swell the contributions for Foreign 
Missions. How much, for example, 
has Ohio done to convert the hea- 
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must not forget here in the West, 
that the flame must needs burn stea- 
dily and continually. ‘ 


REMARKS. 


The Missionary says, in the above extract, 
that the church to which he ministers has 
been accustomed to rely on special efforts 
‘as, under God, the means of her enlarge- 
‘ment, and seems to intimate. that this has 
been the fact to too great anextent. Ithas 
often occurred to us, in reading the details 


of labor of western ministers, that the pecu- 
liar circumstances in which they are placed 


present a temptation to use occasional and 
exciting means, rather than the more gradual 


then? And what means were used and permanent appliances of the Gospel. 


to open her large heart? The answer 


is on the tongue of the whole church. || 


Det the: eastern churali then. seitd ' scattered residences of the population, and 


the want of houses of worship, ‘which ren- 
‘der it difficult to collect the people together, — 


us the joyful tidings. For, if the 
wealth of the West is ever conse- 
crated to the Lord, the eastern chureh 
must feel that she is our debtor, for 
- the Lord’s sake. 


From Rev. T. Lippincott, Bethel, Til. | 


SEASON OF REFRESHING. 


In September we had a camp- 
meeting—and the Presbytery ought 
to have met with us at the time, but 
failed. Brother Selleck, of Upper 
Alton, and Brothers Fowler and 
Lovejoy, licentiates, were with me, 
and preached the Gospel with clear- 
nessand power. The Lord was with 
us. Several, we hope, embraced the 
precious salvation, and the chureh 
seemed to be awakened. 


Steady Religious Action. 


Important as I deem these occa- 
sional efforts—and sweet and re- 
freshing as they are; and accustom- 
ed as this church has been to rely on 
them, under God, for her enlarge- 
ment, I deem it, and for that reason, 
of vast importance to train them to 
steady, ordinary exertion to sustain 
the cause of Christ. It may be well 
to see, occasionally, a brighter flash, 
a more intense blaze of light; but we 
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The peculiar circumstances to which we 
‘refer are such as the following, viz:—The 
| 
or to exert a personal influence over them ;— 
the fewness of the laborers and their dis- 
‘tance from each other, and consequently 
the great space over which they must travel 


if they would perform whatis called at the 


| East pastoral labor ;—the influence of other 


people to a fitful species of effort. In these, 


culiar, and the effect of these peculiarities is 
to interfere with that steady and daily influ- 
ence, which the minister may exert by 


paans of Bible class, ‘Sabbath sehool, and. 


catechetical instruction, visiting from house 
to house, &c. Hence, the dependence, under 
God, is mainly on preaching ; and to com- 
ipernin for the absence of other species of 
{ 


labor, the aim is to make the preaching as 


effective as possible, by devoting toit a num- 


‘ber of successive days, and getting many 


. and powerful sermons to bear upon the same 
| audience. 

While it may be wise thus to adapt their 
ministry to the exigencies of thefield, we 
hope the Missionaries of the A. H. M. S. 
will not forget that it is their business to 
mould, rather than to be moulded by the 
tastes of the new settlements. Some of the 
most precious fruits of the Gospel can be 


time. The same influences must be exerted 


‘denominations, and the constant example of — 
their preachers, whu have accustomed the ~ 


and many Other particulars, the field is pe-- 


brought to maturity only by the lapse of 


v2 


? 


bility to be led astray by heretical teachers, 


gest to our brethren, the Missionaries in the 
_ new settlements, whether, in their laudable | 


- they be not in danger of neglecting the cul- 


at subduing the forces of the enemy rather 


’ of systematic. theological, preaching 


si where I have preached every week 
nearly ever since I commenced my 
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on the same individuals for a long period. 
We therefore hope for the introduction and | 
patient prosecution of modes of labor, whose | 
influence will be to enrich the minds, and| 
confirm the principles, as well as to warm 
the hearts.of individual Christians; ‘and to | 


make the church, as a whole, more to be |}: 
depended on for the various demands which 
her glorivuus Head-is making on her fuith 


and enterprise. 


*) DOCTRINAL PREACHING. 


' The instability of professors, and their lia- 


are matters of frequent complaint. _In.view 
of such facts, we would affectionately sug- | 


zeal. to conquer new ground for Immanuel, | 
shy 4,7 - . { 
tivation of that already won. Their circum- | 
stances afford a constant inducement to aim 


than disciplining their own. Would it not 
be, on the whole, more for the present honor 
ofreligion, and more for its ultimate triumph, 
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if a greater share of, ministerial strength were 


-expended.in enlightening and consolidating | 
‘the faith of the people in christian doc- 


trine ? Ei 


‘In consideration of the unsettled 
state of religious society in this re- 
gion, and especially in view of the 
New-Light or Christian, and the 
Campbellite heresies, I thought best; | 
not: long since to commence, and. 
have sinee steadily pursued a course | 


} 


in both my congregations, and at A., | 


jabor here. I think good will result. 
from this course. Some additions 
have been made to both churches. 


- 


PIONEERING. 


f 


One of our frontier Missionaries, who was 
arrested on his’ way to his field by sickness 
in his family, writes as follows :— — 
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Immediately after my last report, 
I set out with my family, (with the 
exception of our youngest child,) for 
F., where we arrived in safety. I 
feel that. I have occasion renewed- 
ly to raise my ‘Ebenezer ;” for 
‘hitherto the Lord hath helped me.” 
My family consists.of my wife and 
three children. When we left, Mrs. 
P. was unable to walk without assis- 
tance, and of course was ‘not able to 
take care of a sick infant, nor had: it 
recovered so as to be able to be 
brought. The child, (one year old,) 
yet remains. behind; but we hear it 
isconvalescing. The rest of us have 
in a good measure recovered our 


| health? My own health is not very 


good, though as yet, I have been 
able ‘to preach every Sabbath. 
During the last quarter, I have been: 
able to erect the shell of a cabin, into 
which we removed a few days since, 
and though very uncomfortable, be- 
ing only covered with clap-boards, 
with boards laid loosely for a floor, 
yet it.is the best and, only one we 
shall have for the winter. Sabbath 
before last was so cold that I froze 
my heels while preaching in my 
own house. I do not wish to be un- 
derstood as complaining, for in the 
main I feel contented. . It is true we 
have seen hard times sinee we have 
been in Illinois, and times are hard, 
for Missionaries, still: The early 


and’ unexpected. closing of naviga- 


tion, has left this region of country 
nearly destitute-of all kinds of mer- 
chandise, and many kinds of provi- 
sion. We are glad to get almost any 
thing to eat, and that by paying an 


~ 


enormous price. . 


How little the next generation of Christians 
in the West, will know the expense, toil 
and privation which it costs to supply them 
with the privileges of the Gospel. No such 
tales of éxposure and hardship will then be 
told cf ministerial experience in the fat prai- 
ries of Illinois. Let the heart of the Mis- 
sionary, and the hearts of his family, be: 
comforted by the thought, that they suffer 


| for others’ good. Their present light afflic- 


tions are working out an enduring treasure 
of Gospel institutions and ‘influences for 
generations yet unborn. 
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has been done for the cause of bene- 
volence. 


~ 


SICKNESS. 


From Rev. E. Kingsbury, Danville, THE EAST AND THE WEST. 
Illinois. I | . 
. i oh : |. My time has been wholly given to 
The past autumn has been by far|| the work. No man, except one who 
the speak rinkdy. season of any since has lived on the ground, knows 
my residence in the West. Every. . 
member of my family (five in ali) preaching toa western congregation 
exclusive of myself, have suffered | than to an eastern—-they have been 
from. sickness. Some of the time, | educated in different places, and have 
all-were sick «t once; and no help | every shade and variety of theolo- 
be to be had. Such, however, was | rake “ete SORT dF the, ehurch. 
riko eden nema PERT Pied eoneape detainee ee 
een able to attend to. LETS, 
her ordinary duties for four months. | churches, they have the same tastes 
But it is of the Lord’s mercies that | a@nd similar doctrinal views, or, at 
‘our lives have been spared, and our least, know the common ground ; but 
health nearly restored. ole at the West, the same church !s com- 
In order to prepare an appropriate posed of “ Parthians, of Medes, and 
sermon for the New Year, I have | Elamites, and the dwellers in Meso- 


caused every family in this Village to | potamia.”. One is a thorough going | 


be. visited, by which I learn that it | 0ld school man, another a thorough 
contained 906 souls ;310 have suffer- | new school man; one likes noise, 
ed by sickness, and 41 have died— || another likes sentiment; one wants 
17 adults and 24 children—equal to || to see the minister have notes as the 
one death for every 22 of our popu- | evidence of study, another cannot 
lation; and most. of this within the| endure the sight...Notwithstanding 
shortspace of three or four months, | @ll, they are a kind, hospitable and 
. . | affectionate people, glad to see their 
minister, and will give him as good 
— | corn-bread and pork as they have. 


j 


Z 


| 
| 
EVERY LITTLE UELPS. | 
b Bogee j .. || A CHURCH ALMOST BROKEN UP BY/SICK- 
In reviewing the year, and my la-, vit NESS. + yily 
bors, ] have much cause to lament, | . . 
and considerable reason to rejoice. | 


) In iny last I gave you notice of 
Less has been accomplished than I 7 


my sickness, and that of my children, 


the difficulties. It-is more difficult © 


a 


desired to see, yet more than I could || and of the sickness and mortality in 


reasonably expect. Christians haves this place. My own health, and that’ 


grown in grace. Although there | of my family is restored, and, for the 
still exist causes of division which | most part, the people here are enjoy- 
man cannot remove, they have la-|| ing tolerable health. The greater 
bored together, and God has added part, however, have left the place, 
to the church of those who are, we | either by removal or death. There 
trust, to be saved. Gray-headed sin-| are but. two families of those who 
ners hav e abandoned the intoxicating | came on here last spring, in this 
bowl, re pented of their sins, and have | place. I think not one single addi- 
declared themselves to be on the tion to our church from that expect- 
Lord’s side. ‘They have done what ed increase remains. The sickness 
they never before could accomplish=- | was severe, and they who recovered 
have built a house to the honor and 
for the worship of God: Sabbath|| Lord has spared a remnant, and we 
schools have been pretty well sus-| hope to improve from the lesson we 
tained. In one place considerable 4 have learned. 


feared to stay. Nevertheless the | 


~ mostly recovered, out of thirty-three 


j 
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INDIANA. 
AFFLICTION NOT SANCTIFIED. 


Sickness has left us, as the judg- 
ments of God left Pharoah, in a more 
hardened condition than before ;. or, 
as the house that was swept and gar- 
nished, whose last state was worse 
than the first. In this town and vi- 
cinity there are about forty families, 
in which there have been upwards 
of twenty deaths during this year. 
Eleven of them were grown persons ; 

‘and during the latter part of the 
summer, and the fall, more than one 
half of the whole population have 
been sick ; yet now, since we have 


_ families in the village, and several 
close by, but nineteen persons attend- 
ed at church yesterday, when there 
was nothing unusually discouraging 
in the weather; and not many more 
have attended on any occasion this 
/ season. bist 


STRENGTH MADE EQUAL TO THE LABOR. 


-* From a Report. 

While sickness has prevailed to a 
considerable extent around us, and 
many of my brethren in the ministry 
have been greatly afflicted, my fa- 
mily and myself have been merci- 
fully preserved. ° Pestilence and de- 
struction have not been permitted to 
come near our dwelling ; so that we 
have not had occasion the past year 
to apply to a physician in a single 
‘instance. . My own health, during 
the heat of summer, was unusually 
feeble, yet. it was never such as to 


prevent me from fulfilling all my ap-|: 
I have usually preach- |) 


ointments, 
ed twice or three times on the Sab- 
vath, and occasionally on week days. 
Sometimes I have preached as many 
‘as six or seven sermons in a week. 
A weekly prayer-meeting and the 
monthly concert have been regu- 
larly attended, and at times these 


meetings have been peculiarly inter-. 


esting. Our Sabbath school the past 
season has been uncommonly inter- 
’ esting—but for the want of a suitable 
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place in which to meet, we were 
obliged to suspend the school during 
the winter. 


The Leaven of the Gospel at work. 


At times during the past year, there 
have been considerable interest and 
feeling manifested. The anxious coun- 
tenance, and eyes filled with tears, 
indicated the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, and some we hope have been 
born again. Like leaven, the Gospel 
is silently and gradually working a 
great moral change in this place ; 
and we have abundant occasion to 
rejoice in what the Lord has already 
done for this church and people. But 
yet a great work remains to be ac- 
complished ; and at present there are 
many things which greatly retard the 
progress of the Gospel here. Among 
these, the want of a meeting-house is 
one of our greatest difficulties, and a 
great hindrance to the prosperity 
of Zion. Our Methodist brethren 
have acomfortable house of worship, 
|but we are destitute ; of course we 
cannot expect our congregation to 
increase much till we have a com- 
fortable place of worship. Through 
the benevolence of some of our eas- 
tern friends we have commenced 
building, have the walls of a com- 
fortable house up, and partly en- 


| closed ; but the pressure of the times, 


and the impossibility of obtaining 
funds here, have compelled us to 
stop. The members of our church 
have subscribed to the extent of their 
ability, but they are not able to goon 
and complete the house. 


DEPLORABLE RESULTS OF DIVISION. 


A Missionary, whose people apply for 
renewed assistance, remarks— . 


We have abundant cause for grati- 
tude, that this little church has been 
preserved united and harmonious. 
Brethren from abroad are scatter- 
ing their publications very liberally 
among the members of my church, 
in order to enlighten their minds on 


lI do not, however, greatly fear their 


the present ecclesiastical difficulties. — 
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influence on the church ; but it is felt 
most deeply in hardening impenitent 
siuners, and in turning them, away 
to other denominations. 


GENTLE DEWS. 


We would make mention, with 
gratitude to God, the fact that this 
church has been gradually growing 
in numbers, and we hope also in 
graces, the past year. Though we 
have had no revival of religion, yet 
there have been seasons of solemnity 
and unusual interest, and a few hope- 
‘ful conversions. Eleven have been 
added to the church, six by letter 
and five on examination. | 

You may be assured the sympa- 
thies of this church are with the 
Home Missionary Society, and we 
shall esteem it a privilege to do what 
we can in aid of its object. 

\ 


_ A WESTERN MAN’S VIEWS 


Of the necessary qualifications of 
Western Ministers. 


It is not here as it is in the older 
churches. There, the people are 
held together by principle and cus- 
tom; but in-the new settlements, 


principles and customs are to be} 
formed. I have observed that those |} 


who have succeeded well in the min- 
istry in the West, are those who have 
good minds and who speak accept- 
ably. 
society, and the excitement conse- 
quent on the pursuit of gain, that 
unless a man is able to arrest the un- 
derstanding and awaken the feelings, 
he will not be’ heard. And those 
who have failed have generally been 
-wanting in these respects. Those 
who have never been west of the| 
great lakes, do not always consider 
how much is to be effected by the 
power of speaking, in the work of 
saving souls. A man may have piety 
and mind, may write a good sermon, 
but if he cannot speak well he will 
have but little influence. And by 


4 
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discuss. 


Such is the restless state of 
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speaking well, I mean the ability to 
deliver his thoughts with ease and 
fluency, and a readiness to preach 
on any occasion, and on any subject 
which it is proper for a minister to 
And‘ he. must do this ex- 
tempore. Every young man who 
has thoughts of coming to the West, 
should, in addition to storing his 
mind with various learning, cultivate 
the habit of speaking without his 
notes. . Every thing here is extempo- 
raneous. It is as vain to think of 


changing the habits of this western » 


people in this respect, as it would be 
to stop the current of their own 
rivers, A minister must preach thus, 
for it is the common impression that 
this was the primitive mode of 
preaching. When you think of send- 


ing a man to the West, there are- 


three questions you should always 
ask: Is he pious? Has he mind ? 
Is he a good speaker? Depend on it, 
when he enters his field, these ques- 
tions will all be asked by the people, 
and their judgment will be according 
to the facts in the case. If he have 
piety, but little mind and speaking 


If he have both piety and talent, 
without the other gift, they will still 
say ‘he was never intended for a 
preacher.’ 


eee 


TENNESSEE. 
MINISTERS GREATLY NEEDED. 


This region is a vast and important 
field of labor. .The harvest is truly 
great, while the laborers are com- 
paratively few. I suppose a very 
considerable majority of our popula- 
tion make no pretensions at all to 
religion; and a sure consequence of 
irreligion is worldly-mindedness, 
prodigality, licentiousness, intempe- 
rance, &c. Butas our country in- 
creases in importance—as our popu- 
lation becomes more wealthy, enter- 
prising, and intelligent, it is to be 
hoped that the important concerns of 
religion will not be neglected. It 
does seem to me, if there bea portion 


talents, they will say ‘he is avery — 
good man, but he cannot preach.’ 
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of country under heaven that claims 
the notice of those who woald scatter 
abroad the light of divine truth, it. 
is our great valley. The soil is rich, 
the climate healthy, the population 
enterprising, the country rapidly im- 
proving, while the means of religious’ 
instruction are lamentably deficient. 

But amidst the gloom that hangs 


over our prospects, we occasionally | 


see bright spots,’ which testify the 
benevolence of Him that reigneth in 
the heavens. Amongst these I ought. 
not to omit the fact, that there have 
been many and interesting revivals 


in this section during the last year ; | 


still it is greatly to be deplored that a 
great number of our churches are, 


and have been for years, almost desti- | 


tute of the power and life of re- 
ligion, | ' 
Tippling shops suppressed in. Ten- 
 1essee.. , 


_ - In my opinion, nothing has ‘been’ 
done in the state, since the first set- 
tlement of this country, which so 
much demands the gratitude of the 
Christian and philanthropist, as the 
act of the Tennessee legislature sup- 
pressing tippling houses. ° Previous 
to the passage of this law, ‘the vil- 
lages, towns and country were in- 
fested with groceries——places of idle- 
ness and dissipation—where thou- 
sands of youth were preparing for 
ruin. But since that memorable pe- 
riod, no houses of the kind have been 
licensed, ardent spirits cannot be 
procured but by the quantity, to be 
taken away from the place of pur- 


chase before being used; and the re- | 


sult has been, that temptations to 
idleness, to the formation of ruinous 
habits, and to dissipation and revelry, 
have been astonishingly diminished. 
The good effect cannot be ‘appreci- 
ated by those who have not. wit- 
nessed. the change. 


MICHIGAN. 
. “THE CHRISTIAN COLONY. 


“Inthe Home Missionary for December, page 


179, we gave some account of the settlement | 
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at Vermontville, in Michigan, and spoke of 
it as differing from most other associations 
of emigrants to the West, in that it was 
conducted on religious principles, and aimed 
principally at usefulness rather than worldly 
aggrandizement. Our readers will be inte- 
rested to hear again of the progress of this 
experiment; and accordingly we  nsert 
some extracts fromthe report of our Mis- 
sionary, under date of January 29th, 1839. 


From. Rev. S. Cochran, Vermont- 
. ville, Mich. 


» In some respects, my field of la- 
boy is unlike most others from which 
you are accustomed to hear.. Settle- 
ments at the West, and in new coun- 
tries generally, are in most cases 
commenced and built up by mere 
accidental circumstances. 


- A Common. Error. 


People in removing from one place 


;to another do not usually make it a 


matter of serious and deliberate in- 
quiry, where they can do the most 


|, good, nor whether they are locating 


themselves where the sound of the 
Gospel will be likely to reach them. 
The main point at which they aim is 
to place themselves where they sup- 
pose their worldly circumstances will 
be improved, and where they will be 
enabled to become rich. Multitudes 
seem never to have learned that reli- 
gion has the promise of the life that 
now is, as well as'of that which isito 
come; and they will spend their 
lives in accumulating gain, and in 


trying to build up and improve the 
condition of society around them, 
and at the same time entirely over- 
look the only sure means of accom- 
plishing their object. . . 


| How this Settlement was formed. 
Probably, many ofthe members 


of our little settlement, in locating 
themselves in this country, would 


_| have taken this very course had they 


come to the West without any pre- 
concerted plan. But.someof our 
members, anticipating their liability 
to be thrown where the sound of the. 
Gospel could not be ‘heard, ang 
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where’ the pleasures of social inter- 
course could not be enjoyed, formed 
the wise determination to bring the 
Gospel and the:advantages.of socie- 
ty with them. 


“The Happy Result. 


It was.in this feeling that our en-, 
terprise originated, and itis with this 
view that it has been carried through; | 
and now, though we are in a measure 
insulated from the rest of the world, 
yet. we find ourselves, even in the in- 
fancy of our settlement, sitting un- 
der our own vines~and fig-trees, and 
enjoying all the blessings of the 
Gospel. _Wecan say, “ truly God has. 
given to usa goodly heritage.” ‘The 
soil where we are located is probably 
not surpassed. in fertility by any in 
the western country—though it is 
ewer by a heavy growth of tim- 

er. . 9] . 

The people who compose. our set- 
tlement, as well as:those who live in 
this immediate vicinity; belong gene- 
rally to that class who have been 
trained up to show an external res- 
pect to religion and the institutions 
of the Gospel. Asa general thing, all 
keep the Sabbath,..and, with a very 
few exceptions, all are seen in the 
place where God is worshipped. And 


probably. there are few if any places}. 
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live with us. We have indeed two 
or three individuals who were’ hard. 
drinkers up to the time that they 
came into our settiement; but they 
now appear to bethoroughly reform- 
ed, not from any direct instrumenta- 
lity which has been used with them, 
but from the simple fact that, they 
have been located fifteen or twenty 
miles from any place where ardent 
spirit could be procured. This bane 
of human society has never been in- 
troduced among us, except in one or 
two cases, where a small quantity 
was brought in by stealth. 


Exemption from Sickness. 


While disease has prevailed over 
every part of the western country 
during the past season, and while 
many have been carried to the grave, 
we have had comparatively few ca- 
ses of sicknessand nodeaths. Ihave © 
been located in this place just six- — 
teen months and it is a remarkable 
fact, that inthat time I have been call- 
ed upon to attend but one funeral; 
and there has been no other death 
that has cometo my knowledge with- 
in fifteen miles. This fact may go 
for what it is worth to show that the 
forests of the west are not unhealthy. 


in Michigan, where there is a better 
moral and. religious influence than | 
we have in our little settlement. 

- Now, in a field thus situated you 
are not to look, for so great and’ so 
visible results from missionary labor, 
as might be expected under different 
circumstances. We have indeed 
many around us whoare in a state of 
impenitence, and we hope and trust 
that they will be brought into the 
kingdom of God. But here you are 
not to expect to hear of infidels re- 
claimed, for men’ of that’ character 
have hardly: ventured to come this 
way. ‘You are not to expect to hear 
of Sabbath: breakers’ reformed ; for 
those who do not keep God’s holy 
day, as a general fact, have located 
themselves elsewhere. .You are not 
to*expect to hear of the reformation 
of drunkards; for men who love 


strong drink cannot be persuaded to} 


“Do THE CHURUHES PRAY FOR US?” 


Several times since I have been 
here, there have been hopeful ap- 
pearances of a revival of religion; 
but should our unhappy divisions 
continue our hopes must be blasted. 
Dear brethren, do pray for us, that 
our dissensions may be healed, and 
that the Spirit of the Lord may be 
poured out upon us. I repeat my 
request, Brethren, pray for us; for 
unless a better spirit prevail among 
the members of this church, I fear — 
we shall be ruined. I sometimes 
think it is no longer my duty to stay’ 
among a people where so much hard 
feeling and evil. speaking prevail. 
Perhaps never in my whole life have. 
I more needed wisdom ‘from. above. 
Do the churches pray for us ?. I doubt 
not the officers of the A. H. M. 8. 
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pray for the success of their Mission- 
aries, but is this a general fact with 
the friends of Missions ? 


REMARKS. 


In reading communications like the above, 


every Christian heart must be affected with 


sympathy for the Missionary. Let us place 
ourselves in his situation. Let us imagine 
ourselves surrounded with the almost un- 
broken forest. Here and there, in the com- 
pass of several miles, a log cabin, in the edge 
of a little clearing, shows the beginning ofa 
farm. In these rude abodes, struggling with 
poverty, sicknéss and toil, and with innume- 
rable other physical difficulties, are the -ele- 
ments out of which society is to be con- 
structed. Were there among those elements 
every thing thatis kmd and christian, every 


thing graceful and refined, it would still be a | 


difficult work to. develope and bring them 
into full action, im the various forms of social 
organization. But how much more difficult 
to do this, when all that is favorable is 
wanting, and all that is adverse abounds ! 
How must a Missionary’s heart sink within 
‘him, when he finds the impenitent to be ig- 
norant and vicious, and the members of the 
church—the acknowledged samples of re- 
ligious character—worldly even beyond 
others, and litigious and implacable among 
themselves ! 

What can money do towards aiding a 


Missionary in such circumstances ? Plainly, || 


but very little. There is something neces- 
sary which all the pecuniary offerings of the 
church cannot buy. And yet, that one thing 


needful maybe had without. money and| 


without price: God is more willing to give 
than we to ask it. O then, let every 
Christian who reads this, go directly to his 


closet, and lift up his heart in fervent prayer 


for the Holy Ghost to descend upon this and 
similar congregations. Reader, yonder Mis- 
- gionary who is fainting under the weight of 
his work, is your representative, he is doing 
your duty to the destitute. You have not 
performed half your share of the obligatory 
work, when you have given him money and 
wished him ‘ God-speed ! You must read the 
accounts of his labors, and become familiar 
_with his trials, that thus you may be able to 
symyathize in his feelings; and you must 


meet him at the mercy seat, and help 
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him to urge his request for grace and suc” 
cess. - 


With respect to the good result of all | 


those contributions to the cause of benevo- 
lence, which are not accompanied and fol- 
lowed by fervent prayer, we have sad mis- 
givings. We fear they are but little better 


than money thrown away. How can God | 


approve and bless the gift, when he sees 


‘that the giver cares ‘so little about the ob- 
ject, as not even to ask that his offering — 
may be accepted and followed by a 

blessing? 


VACANT CHURCRES IN MICHIGAN. 


From Rev. C. G. Clarke, Webster, 
Michigan. 


The following report made to the 


Synod of Michigan at its last meet- 


ing, is forwarded to you by direction 


of that body. The committee pre- 
senting the report were directed to 
urge the wants of this commonwealth: 


upon your attention, and earnestly 
to request you to send us men ‘to 
break the bread of life to these fa- 
mishing multitudes. The report is 
not as full mall cases as was desired ; 


but the Synod have taken measures 


to have alt their wants spread before 
them at their next meeting. . 


ehurches, within the bounds of the 
Synod of Michigan, respectfully re- 
port :— 

“That they have'carefully collated 
the scanty materials provided them, 
and find the following to be the state 
of the vacant ehurches. ; 

* “Under the care of Detroit Presby- 
tery there are 20 destitute churches ; 
Monroe Presbytery, 11; St. Joseph’s 
Presbytery, 13; Washtenaw Presby- 


tery, 753) Marshall Presbytery, 4; 


making a total of 55 churches within 
our bounds, entirely destitute of mi- 


| nisterial labor. Ih the same presby- 


teries there are more than twenty 
churehes only partially supplied with 
the preaching of the word: In order 
more fully to appreciate our wants, 
we beg leave to state that two minis- 
ters are needed, and might be sup- 


“ The Committee on destitute - 


ree 


= 
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ported in St. Clair county, where 
two new churches will soon be or- 
ganized. Two ministers are wanted, 
and might be sustained in Macomb 
county. The same is true of Lapeer | 
county, where two ministers should) An uneducated ministry, and ina- 
be immediately employed. Two are | dequate pecuniary support of those 
wanted in Oakland county. The eall | who have been at the expense of an 
for one in Shiawassee is very urgent; | education, and who depend on their 
he might be sustained. Three are | salary for support of their families, 
needed in Wayne county, and two in | are probably among the evils which 
Genessee. These are all in Detroit | have contributed toan unsettled state 
Presbytery. of things in the ministry. Some 
“Five of the destitute churehes in | churches among us still continue the 
Monroe Presbytery are contiguous, ‘practice of allowing private mem- 
beinginthe western partof Lenawee, bers to “improve,” and if the church 
and the eastern part of Hillsdale | see fit, they license them to preach. 
counties. They could together sus- ‘The consequence is, that we have a 
tain three ministers, and greatly need | set of preachers who despise “ lar- 
them. Three of the other destitute | nin,” and who “don’t want pay for 
churches might sustain one min-) preachin,” though by the way, I 


NEW-YORK. 
CAUSES OF PROTRACTED FEEBLENESS IN 
CHURCHES. 


ister. ) believe they don’t generally refuse 
“ Five of the destitute churches in | money when it is offered to them. 
St. Joseph Presbytery might each There are some who style themselves 


by way of eminence, “Holy Ghost 
preachers,” and “Jatter-day-glory 
men.” One of our Presbyterian 

brethren has recently found it neces- 
sary to leave his.charge in conse- 
quence of these influences. Fe; 

| These are things to be lamented— 
prayed over—and contended against. 
With the divine blessing on well di- 
‘rected and persevering effort, they 
will eventuaily besubdued. _ 


sustain a minister, if they could ob- 
tain one. In Kent county, two min- 
isters are needed. In a number of 
instances contiguous churches might 
unite in supporting the preacher of 
the Gospel. a . 

_“ Inthe Presbytery of Washtenaw, 
two of the churches embraced in this 
report are each able to support a 
minister; two can unite in sustain- 
ing the Gospel; two others can do so 
with some aid. | 

“In the Presbytery of Marshall, | 
two churches can wholly sustain the 
preached word. Twocan do it half 
the time each. Ionia county, where 
no churehes have yet been orga- 
nized, greatly needs, and could sus- 
tain two ministers. . feet t5 5 

“Thus it appears that Michigan) I havenow labored four months as 
now needs more than fifty Presbyte- |} your Missionary in the field assigned 
rian ministers... Men who are ready | me. During this period our meeting- 
and willing to labor; who desire to | house has been repaired and made 
bring sinners into the fold of Christ. /more comfortable. There has been 
We earnestly appeal to our brethren |/a manifest increase of attention to the 
at the East, to come and help us| means of grace on the Sabbath ; and 
Leaner up the wagte places of our| more solemnity “and spirit in the 

ion.” 


[Nore.—It is proper to remark, that since 
the above report was adopted by Synod, 
three ministers have commenced laboring in 
the bounds of Washtenaw Presbytery; and 
two in the bounds of the Presbytery o 


Marshall. ] 
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SOME ADVANCEMENT 


Ina Church that was Declining. 


——= 


‘and conference meetings on Sabbath 
evening, we hold generally two prayer 
‘meetings weekly, and also a female 
prayer meeting. The monthly con- 
cert. of prayer for missions and the 
‘Sabbath school concert are continued. 


Our Sabbath school is continued du- 


4 - 


prayer meetings. Beside the prayer | 


a 
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ring the winter, and numbers from 
80 to 100. I visit it frequently. 
Next week, we have resolved to 
commence a Bible class. . There 
has been one recent hopeful conver- 
sion, and a few others are inquiring. 
Last Sabbath five were added to-the 
church by letter.’ The cause of tem- 
perance we think is making some 
advancement. Nearly $300 hasbeen 
recently subscribed in this society to 


cancel an old debt which hangs upon | 
us. Our society seem to take hold. 


with a liberal spirit. We have been 
ealled upon to aid in the Bible cause, 
and have not yet completed that 
effort. We shall make an effort for 
the Home Missionary cause as soon 
as We can with the prospect of good 
success.” ~~ 

We have also our trials which are 
incident to sinful men in a sinful 
world. A dancing school is com- 


menced in the village, and on New-} 
Year’s eve, multitudes assembled to} 


‘dance round the grave of the year ;” 
and what made it peculiarly humi- 
liating, some of the members of the 
church went with their children— 
_ they also support the dancing school. 
Here originates one of our greatest tri- 


alsat present. Weneed your prayers, 


that we may be both faithful and wise 


in efforts to bring these wandering 


ones back to the paths of peace and 
piety, and make all feel that we are 
their friends and not their enemies. 


yf 


From our Missionary in Warren 
Re Co. Ne ¥, 


“And thou shalt be called the Repairer of 

‘the breach, the Restorer of paths to dwell 
an. eve, ‘) 
_ My labor thus far has been mainly 
applied in this place, (Warren, ) and 
Chester, twelve miles distant. In 
fact, these two societies have upon 
them as yet the whole responsibility 
for my support, Over and above what 
is pledged in my commission: Stil] 
they have not forgotten Schroon, or 
the claims of the little church there. 

I have been, up and spent a week 
with that people, and propose to visit 
them again the last of the present 


é 


| they are wealthy. 


March, 


month. The distance from this place 
tothe point’) where we generally 
hold our meetings is about twenty- 
five miles. The situation of the 
Schroon churchis peculiar. It num- 


bers about twenty members and I 


think, but eight of these are males. Of 
course you do not expect to hear that 
They seem to 
have as much: as they can do to live. 
Having had so little preaching, and 
so rarely seen a minister of their 
own denomination, they seemed 
about discouraged. But when I had 
spent a week with them, and had 
preached to them eight times, I told 
them at parting that I intended to 
visit them occasionally during the 
year—that according to the terms of 
my commission they were now part 
of my charge—they took new*cou- 
rage and rejoiced. — 


Bread is Sweet to the Hungry. 
I think I may safely say that I 


never have preached to a people who 


seemed to love the Gospel more than 
these. . When I was with them it was 
extreme cold weather, and no sleigh- 
ing, and yet they would turn out in 
the evening, a family in a wagon, and 
go four and six miles to the school- 


| house, to hear what I had to say. 


Oh, to me it was a delightful sojourn, 
and I trust profitable tomy own soul. 
I have known some of these Schroon 
brethren come down to Chester (18 
miles) when I had an appointment 
there: and one on a certain occasion 
who is old enough to have been a 
prisoner in your city when it was 


|, occupied by the British in the Revo- 
lutionary war, and who livesin the 


north part of Schroon—came down 


to Chester, a distance of 17 miles, to’ 


hear the Gospel. What a rebuke 
upon some in the city, who live 
within five minutes’ walk of the sanc- 
tuary and who are kept away perhaps 
by a cloud, ora cool wind !. 

While in Schroa, and indeed be- 
fore 1 went there, I heard of the 
remnant of a Congregational church 
in West Moriah, twelve miles north 
of Schroon, which had lost its organi- 
zation, by the removal of its officers 


and other causes; and it occurred to 


me that a union of these few brethren 


% 


A 
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with those in Schroon.as one church,j ‘Notice to {Misstonavies. 

might be for the advantage of both. <& ; | 

At least I decided to visit them and POST OFFICE ADDRESS. 

make the suggestion. I did so, saw} Great inconvenience is experienced both by 

as many of them at their homes as I the Missionaries and by the Secretaries of the 

could, -called them together and | A. H. M. S. from an uncertainty in respect 

preached to them Pap evens, and to the Post-office address of the former. It 

found them decidedly in favor of ‘L’dbiGite thia difficalty, Xin each lett 

“the plan of union ;” and when I go | Will obviate this difeu'ty, , tn eaan fetter to 
this office, the Missionary will state not only 


up again we are to haveacommunion, | h hich he wri 
and consummate the arrangement. | the place from which he writes (as 1s com- 


This will much strengthen the | monly done) but also in the immediate 
Schroon church. connexion the Post-office to which he wishes 


all communications for him to be sent. 


Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S. from Jan. l5th to Feb. 


15th, 1839. 
Re-appointed. Rev. R. Barnes, Washington, Il. 
Rev. Moody Chase, Danville, Ind. | Rev. Solomon Kittredge, Bedford, Ind. 
eek Haviegwa HaeueN ee Not in Commission last year. 
-- a ey oe ey Date cmenk ie N.Y. |Rev. A. A. Morrison, Bethany and Spencer Chhs. 
Rev. W. Day, Enfield, N. Y. Ind. 


Rey. Samuel Scott, Caroline and 2d Ch., Newark,' Rev. J. T. Tucker, Rushville, Il. 
.¥Y ) Rev. Spencer Baker, Ashville and Busti, N. Y. 
Rey. John Rudy, German Ref. Ch., New-York) Rev. R. Hubbard, Ossian, N, Y. 
City. Rev. Samuel S. Howe, West Dresden, N. Y. 
Rev. Wm. B. Stow, Defiance, O. | Rev. Milton Bradley, Parishyille, N. Y. 


7 ——ee——e—eeeeeeeeee 


‘The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 


the following sums, from January \5th to February 15th, 1839. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— roe, 5; J. Donaldson, 5; W. L. Row- } 
Ackworth, Mrs. Haonah Ware, L. M. an,1; B. T. Eastman, 1; W. R. 
in part, by E. Kingsbury, $11 14 Eastman, 1, oe hide 188 00 
MASSACHUSETTS— | Mrigciow) SrcTibt Mra, Blzelow, 10; - sie 
Andover, South Parish, Mon.Con. Coll., ae art ’ 10. . 
R. T. Haines, 50; A.G. Phelps, 10; 
by Rev. L. L. Langstroth, 131 00 Mrs. Phelps, 10; A.G. Phelps, Jr., FA . 
Edgarton, Miss C. Coffin, by Rev. W. ™ ®. ©: Phelps, 5: N. White, 30; J. Fe c* 
A. Hallock, 500|) B Shefield, 25; J. R. Gibson, 10; R. 
Ny | os on mor Se 190 00) LCase, 10; SF. Phelps, 20; E. 
CONNECTICUT— ~ Wainwright, to const. W. P. Wait- 
Deep River, Fem. Mite Soc., Miss Ur- wrighta L. M. 50; E. H. Blatchford, 
sula Read, Tr., 16 00 5; J.8. Taylor, 10; H. Kimball, 53 
New-Haven, East Dist., H. M. Assoc., Mon, Con, Coll., by T. 8. Nelson, 
H. E. Hodges, Tr., 63 50; Ladies’ two payments, 3, 363 70 
Durand Soc., by Mr. Jarman, 10, 73 50|| Spring-st. Ch., Subscription tm part, — 98 8&5 
New-London, Robert Coit, 50 00; Wm. Belden, Jr, 5; F. Bull, 25; A. 
Waterbury, Sab. Sch. Miss. Assoc., by R. Wetmore, 25; Samuel Walker, 5, 60 00 
E. Clark, Supt. , 5 00{| Rondout, Presb. Ch., Mon Con. Coll., 
: by Rev. W. Reiley, 25 00 
NEW-YORK— at Sag-Harbor, First Presb. Ch., by Rev. 
Amity, Coll., by Rev. Wm. Timlow, 15 00 J. A. Copp, 2p 24 00 
Cattskill, Charles Austin, 10 00|| Somers, Fem. Miss. Soc., Miss A. M. sts 
East Richfield, Cong. Ch. Coll., by J. Turk, Tr., 7 00 
Ayre, . & 00} GEORGIA— ty 
Greenville, J Stephens, L. D. 100 00|| M’Donough, John Dailey, Jr., by A.C. -— 
Hunter, Mr. Lockwood, 10 00 Bull, 22 50 
Lexington, Sybil Peck, 10 00'!|\OHIO— Z 
Lumberland, Fem. Miss. Soc., by Rev. Vinton Ch., by Rev. H. R. Howe, - 10 00 
F. Kyte, 2 50|| Washington, legacy of Alexander Ro- y 
New-York City, viz: binson, by Rev. G. N. Judd, 30 00 
Bleecker-st. Ch., R. H. Nevins, 100; C. INDIANA— 


N. Talbot, 50; A Fisher, 25; H. Mun- Coll. by Rev. 8. G. Lowry, © 83 56 
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ILLINOIS— 
Due Page Ch. in ‘part to Const. Rev. 
Jonathan G. Porter a L. M., by Rev. 
A. Hale, 
Princeton, Fem. Sew. Soc., by Rev. L, | 
Farnam, | 
MISSOURI— 
West ee Mrs. Carswell, by Rey. E. 


Phel 
HOME MISSIONARY, 


K. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 


Receipts of the Philadelphia Agency, from January 
15th to February 15th, 1839. Rev. G. N. Judd, 


Secretary. 


NEW-JERSEY— 

Bloomfield, Coll. 83.16; Mon. Con.Coll. 
6-34 84; Circle of Industry, 17 00, 

Columbus, Rev, S. Haight, 

Connecticut “Farms, Presb. Ch., per 
Rev. R. Street, — 

Elizabethtown, Mrs. Mary Halsted, 

“Madison Presb. Ch. Coll. and Sub., 

* 60 20 ; Monroe, Mon. Con. Coll., 7; 
Fem. Miss. Soc., Mrs. S. Arms, Tr.,35, 
Mendham, Presb. Ch, Sub., per L 
d Conckling, 

hs ‘Newark, Viz: 

First Presb. Ch., of which 50 is from 

Dr. L. A. Smith, L.M., 

Second Presb. Ch., 
_ Third Presb. Ch... 
Central Presb. Ch., in part, 

‘New -Providence, by Rev. Tp Cochran, 

Orange, viz: 

First Presb. Ch., Sub. in a? 42 86; 
Sab. Sch. ‘Teachers in full to, Const. 
Abraham Harrison L. M., 32 65. 

Second Presb. Ch., in full to Const. Al- 
bert Pierson ‘and John Nicol Life 
Members, 

Paterson, Presb. Ch. 

Rockaway, Coll. by Mr. Ruton, 40 05; 
Miss Electa Jackson; 10; S. A. Jack- 
son, 10, - 

Wantage, First Presb, Ch., bal. 

West Bloomfield, ~~ 

Friend, : 

PENNSYLVANIA— 

Buffalo, Corig., Rey, T. Hood, by Rev. 
W.W. Hall, 

Carlisle, Presb. Ch, Mon. Con. Coll., 
22 28; Donations, 129 35, 

Dickinson, Pa,, Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. 
M. Dickey, 

Fairmount, Presb, Ch., Mon. Con. Coll., 

Harrisburgh, Pre-b. Ch., Mon. Con. 
Coll., 20 25 ; Donations, 124 51, 

Leacock, Presb. Ch,, James Johnson, 


Marple, Presb. Ch., by Rev. J. M. Bear, 
Montrose, W. f- Gildersleeve, 50; two - 


~. ‘daughters, 2 

Philadelphia, viz: 

First Presb. Ch., M. H. Baldwin, 200; 
Robert Jardin, 50; J. M. Van Har- 
lingen, 50; 

. Third Presb. Oh., Sub., in part, 265 953 
Fem. Sew, Soc.; Miss C. M'Corkle, 


\ ‘Tr., of which $30 is to const. John C, 


Farr aL, M., 100, 


Fifth Presb. Ch, ‘Mrs. Bispham, 5; 


Mon, Con. Coll., by G. W. M’Clel- 
land, 150, 

Mrs, Hannah Gibbs, 

, Reading, Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll,, 
by E. Deckert, Esq., 120 60; Hon. 
Wang Darling, 50; sats he Ww. Sterl- 
ing, 5, 
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West Chester, Presb. Ch., Mon. Coll., — 


22 21; Donations, 26 59, 8 80 
Womelsdorf, Presb. Ch., 15 50 
20 00 || DELAWARE— 
Christiana, Presb. Ch., by Rev. N. Pat- 
22 12 terson, 25 00 
_ Pencader, Presb. Ch., 20 00 
St. George’s and Delaware City, Presb. 
25 00 Ch. in part, - 48 86 
23 93 Wilmington, Hanover-: st. Presb. Ch., 
——— - 5336; friend, by C. B. Dungan, 5, 58 36 | 
$1550 80 ae 
$3342 31 


Receipts of the Western Agency at Geneva, N. ¥., 
from December 2th, 1838, to January 20th, 1839, 


Rev. J. A. Murray, Sec. . 


_ Albion, 37 00 
Auburn, 2d Presb. Ch. and Cong., La- 

dies to const. Rev. Leonard E. La- 

throp a L. D., and Mrs. L. E. La- 

throp, and Miss Caroline E. Lathrop, 

Life Members, 160 00 
Covert, Chauncey Pratt, Esq., in full to 
' coust. his brother, Chester Pratt, of 

Salem, Mich., a L. M., © 25 00 
East Bloomfield, Ladies’ H. M. Soc., ; 

Mrs. Josiah Porter, Tr, 68 95 
Elba, ; 5 00 
Geneva, F. W.Cruttenden, 15; others, 

Pry, 32 00 
' Livonia, per Charles J. Hill, 40 00 
North Bristol, 19 00 
Palmyra East, ‘8 45 
Reading, 1 
Rochester, E. Cook, 52 50 
Rushville, 20 90 
Scottsville, P. Garbett, Esq., L. M., 30; 
- others, 24, 54 00 
Sodus, 18 22. 
Trumausburgh, 48 12 
_ Vienna, Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 3 00 
Victor, Wm. Bushnell, Esq., 100; oth- 

ers, 15, . 115 00 
West Bloomfield, Ladies’ Soc., by Miss ‘2 

Sarah S, Fitch, Tr., 18 00 

$742 89 


Receipts of the Central Agency at Utica, WN. Y., 


from January 10th to January aah 1839, Rev. 

A, Crane, Sec. 
Brasher, 425 
Canton, First Pr. Ch., to const. Rey. Ros- 

well Pettibone a L. M. 30; ape 179 

34, 209 34 
East Stockholm, 16 38 
Governeur, to const. Rey. Simeon Bick- 

wella L. M. 45 94 
Hopkinton, 3 00 
Lawrence, 412 
Lower Norfolk, 10 18 
Madrid, 18 75 
Oriskany, to const. Sylvester Bliss, al.M. -30 00 
“Orleans and Plessis, by P. Cam 50 00 
Parishville, to const. Revisineon Bradley 

aL. i . 30°31 
Pierpost,  ~ 2 00 
Potsdam, Gurdon B. Hutchkin, avails of a 

little boy’s industry, 025 ; Coll.,of which 

. 30 is to const.Ezra Burnham aiem: 4875, - 49 00 
Rome, First Ch., bal. 6 00 
Russell, © 5 00 
South Canton, 71 07 
Upper Massena, 2 66 
Upper Norfolk, 19 50 
West = Stee hEa _ “3 50- 

$511 00 
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SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
. CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 
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ON CONDUCTING BIBLE CLASSES. 


[Continued from p. 240.] 


II. Isaiah to the end of the Old Tes- 
tament. 


In studying the prophets, it is im- 
portant to settle several preliminary 
matters, which, when well under- 
stood, remove a great portion of that 
obscurity which rests on the minds 
of most readers of this part of the 
Bible. I refer to such questions as 
the following :--What do.we know 
of this prophet’s history ? When and 
how long did he prophecy ?. What 
kings were on the throne of Israel, 
Judah, Assyria, Persia, &c.? How 
many different prophecies are here 
recorded, and where does one end 
and another begin ? What other pro- 
phet was cotemporary with this one; 
and what has.he said in reference to 
the same events? &c. &c. In con- 


nection with these inquiries, the class | 


should have access to some works on 
secular history, which may serve to 
supply the leading facts which are 
not recorded in the Bible. For ex- 


ample; the history of Nebuchadnez- 


zar’s invasion of Syria and Egypt, 
and Alexander’s march of conquest 
over the plains of Asia, are indispen- 
sable to enable the class to under- 
stand what Isaiah, Ezekiel, &c., say 
respecting the prosperity and double 
overthrow of Tyre, and also to show 


the fulfilment of the predictions of 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel respecting Je-, 


rusalem, Edom, &c. Reollin’s An- 


years. 
are to be written the most important 


purpose, is at least the most accessi- 
ble. There are also several works 
in Harper’s Family Library, which, 


las they are very common, may be 


referred to for information—such as 
the Histories of Egypt and Palestine, 
by Russell; the Life of Alexander the 


‘ 


Great; Gleig’s History of the Bible, — ‘ 


and the History of the Jews. 


Great stress is laid on an acquain- — 


tance with these matters of secular 
history, because scarcely a single 
chapter of prophecy can be fully un- 
derstood without them. And it is 


also recommended that the conduc- 


tor of the class, or some intelligent 
member of it, construct tables of all 
matters which are capable of being 


reduced to a tabular form, and that 


these be hung up in the place of re- 
citation, for reference as occasion 
may require. Among these tables, 
there may be such as the follow- 


ing :— iho cree 
1. Outline of Sacred Chronology. 
To construct this, take ruled ee 


| paper, ironed and perfectly flat, and 
by neatly joining the top of one sheet — 


= 


to the bottom of another, make a 
continuous sheet as long as may be 
necessary. Rule a black line pa- 
rallel. to the left. hand margin, and 
about two inches from it. The strip 
thus separated may be called the co- 
lumn of dates. On this margin, 
number the first horizontal line, 1 ; 
the second,50; thethird, 100.;and so 
downward to 4000. The space be- 
tween any two of these represents 50 
Opposite to these numbers 


cient History, if not the best for this ' facts in history, each in its appropri- 


te 


ey 
na 
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“ate place; e.g. The words, “ The 
flood,” should be written opposite to 
the figures 1650; “ Babylonian cap- 
tivity begins” opposite to 3394, &c. 
By glancing upon thistable, the class 
may be reminded of the relation, in 
point of time, that any event which 
forms the subject of their study, bears 
to any other event of sacred history. 
In this table should also be embraced 
a few of the leading facts of secular | 
history, such as the destruction of, 
Troy and of Tyre, the building of; 
Rome, &c. 

__ 2. Another table may be called the 
Table of Governments, designed to 
give a synopsis of the different forms | 
which society anciently assumed. 
Having the paper prepared and the 
lines numbered as in the former case, 
count off the first 1650 years, and 
including them in a brace, write ‘be- 
fore it “ Unknown,” to show that we 
have no certain knowledge of the 
form of government before the flood. 
‘The next period should extend to the 
time of Moses, and should have :the 
word “ Patriarchal” written. before 
it. From Moses to the time of Saul, 
should be characterized asthe “ The- 
ocracy,” including the administra- 
tions of Moses, of Joshua, and the 
Judges. Next should follow the 
“ Kings,” showing ‘in its proper place 
the Separation of Israel from Judah. | 

After that, the words “ Captivity,” 
“ Persian,” “Grecian,” “ Roman,” 
&c., should indicate the nature and 
duration of the control to which the 
Jews were subjected. ° 

3. Another useful table is the Pro- 
phetical Chart. Let the paper be 
ruled horizontally, as before, the 

Spaces representing periods of 10 
years each. In the left hand margin 

write the dates from 850 B.C., to 
420 B.C. Between these dates are’ 
to be comprehended the predictions 
of all the prophetical books. In 
another column, and opposite the ap- 
propriate dates, write the names ofthe 

-Kings of Israel and Judah. Then, 
in a third column, make a dot 
against the date 856, and another be- 
low it; over against 784, and unite 
these points by a strong black. line. 
This line will be perpendicular, and 


above it on the upper margin, should ||. 


be written “ Jonah.” Whoever looks 


‘ 


March, 


on the table will understand by this, 
that Jonah’s prophetieal life occurred 
during the reigns of Joash and Jero- 
boam, kings of Israel, between the 
years 856 and 784 B.C. Ina fourth 


‘column, a similar line should be 


drawn frem 810 to 785, for Amos. 
The other prophets should succeed 


‘Jn the following order, viz: Hosea, 


Isaiah, Joel, Micah, Nahum, Zepha- 
niah, Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Daniel, 
Obadiah, Ezekiel, Haggai, Zechariah, 
Malachi. It will be well also to note 
somewhere on this table, that those 
from Jonah to Zephaniah prophesied 
before the captivity : from Jeremiah 
to Ezekiel, in whole or in part, dur- 
ing the captivity: and the remaining 
three after the return frem captivity. 


By inspecting this table, it can be. 


seen at a glance, at what time each 
prophet flourished, what other pro- 
phets. were cotemporary with him, 
what monarchs were on the throne ; 
and consequently the class will be 
enabled to form an intelligent judg- 
ment as to the historical allusions 
with which the prophecies abound. 

Other similar tables may be’ con- 
structed, as the ingenuity of the 


teacher and the wants of the class 


shall suggest ; such as tables of time, 
weights and measures, &c. . 

And here let it be remarked, that 
in order to make the information 
thus obtained a part of the perma- 
nent mental furniture of the class, 
frequent repetitions should be’ prac- 


tised. * There is in the Bible a won- 


derful power of self-eaposition ; and 


every pupil should peruse the lesson, - 


and re-peruse it, again and again, be- 
fore recitation, and afterwards recur 
to it, and study it with the additional 
light he may have gained from the 


exercise in the class, and the helps 


above referred to. Each book should 
be reviewed severul times, the pre- 
dictions analyzed, the peculiarities 
noted,—(such as the manner in 
which God communicated with the 
prophet, the nature’ of the prophetic 
action, characteristic phrases, &c.—) 
and thus the divine messages indeli- 
bly impressed on the memory in 
close association with the historical 
facts which illustrate them. ” 

The history of the period between 
the Old and New Testaments, may 


— 
ate. 
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be found in several forms in almost 
every minister’s library. Itis drawn 
out in detail in “ Prideaux’ Connec- 
tion,” “ Stackhouse’s History,” and 
inay be found in a more compen- 
dious form in anarticlein “ Bagster’s | 
Comprehensive Bible,” (republished 
in Hartford,) and Conner & Cooke’s 
edition of the 12mo. Bible, in 1833. 
This article is entitled “ Historical 
Connexion of the Oldand New Tes- 
taments.” | 
hand, reference may be had to the 
original sources from: which, mainly, 
all histories of this period are drawn, 
viz: Josephus and the two first books 
of the Maccabees. 


Ill. The Gospels and the Acts. | 


In studying this portion of the 
Scriptures, it will be well, first to! 
make a brief harmony of the Gos- 
pels, embracing only the principal 
historical facts. The object in doing 
this is to obtain as perfect a pips 
ledge as possible of the chronological | 
place of the leading events recorded. 
This harmony may be reduced toa 
tabular form, and hung up for refer- 
ence. After this cursory historical 
course, each book may be taken in| 
its own order. And here, the aid of 
charts and maps will be found to be 
great.. For example, a chart should | 
be prepared showing the hich priests 
and Roman governors; another ex- 
hibiting the genealogy of the Herod 
family. When the Gospels are thus 
gone over in the order of the text, it | 
may be well to study them in sub-, 
jects, i.e. to group together all the 
miracles of Christ,—investigating the, 
use and criteria of miraeles; then to! 
take up the parables, noting what is 
common and what is distinetive ; in- 
vestigating the manner in which 
Christ and the Apostles treated civil 
governors—how they conducted mis- 
sionary enterprises, &c. The helps 
for the study of this part of the Bible’ 
are so numerous and accessible, that 
particular authors need not be speci- 
fied. Itshould be remembered, how-_| 
ever, that as the Apostles were fami- 
liar. with the Old Testament, and 
other books were compartively scarce 
in those days, it was to be expected 
that the New Testament would 
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abound with quotations, allusions, 
and references to the Old. Hence 
too much use cannot be madeof the 
‘ 


marginal references. é 
[To be continued. } 


WHITEFIELD, 


A HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 


A friend has furnished us the following extracts | 


from a journal of the celebrated Rev. George 


Whitefield, which appears to have been written in 


1739. 


| London, Jan.3. Staid at home to 


receive those who wanted to consult 
me. Blessed be God, from seven in 
the morning till three in the after- 
noon, people came, some telling me 
what God had done for their souls, 
and others crying out, “ What shall 
we do to be saved.” 
veral till Thursday. How does God 
work by unworthy hands! His mer- 


cies melt me down ! 


Saturday, Feb. 17. Went to the 
colleries at Kingwood.. My bowels 
yearned toward the poor colliers, 
who, as faras I can find, are very nu- 
merous, and yet as sheep having no 
shepherd. After dinner, therefore, I 


went upon a mount, and spake to as. 


many people as came unto me. 
They were upward of two hundred. 
Blessed be God that. I have now 
broke the ice ; I believe I was never 
more acceptable to my Master, than 
when I was standing to teach these 
hearers in the open fields. . 
Cheapston, April 7. O how swiftly 
has this week passed off! to me it 
has been but as one day. How doI 
pity those polite ones, who complain 


I referred se-_ 


that time hangs heavy on their ~ 


hands! 


Let them but love Christ 


and spend their whole time in his. 


service, and they will find no dull, 
melancholy hours. 
God I take to be the chief cause of 
indolence and vapors. 
would be up and doing for Jesus 
Christ, they would not then com- 
plain for want of spirits. 


August 15. On board ship, bound. 


to Philadelphia.. Began to put those 
of my family whom I thought pre- 


Want of love to-. 


O that they . 


pared for it, in bands [i.e. classes, - 


oe 


~ one of the men is remarkable. 


aia 
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for instruction]. The conversion of ,God would have me to be. I hope 


Not 
long since he was master of a ship 
which was lost near the Gulf of 
Florida. Providence was pleased to 
throw him and his crew upon a sand 
bank, where he continually expected 
the waters to overwhelm them. At| 
the end of ten days, they saw a ship 
and made a signal of distress. The 
_ ship made towards them; and he 
-Went-out with his boat and begged a 
_ passage for himself and men. It was 
~ granted him on condition he would 


xf fAléiive some of his men behind on the 


sand bank, but he would not consent. 
At. length, the other commander. 
agreed to take them all. But as soon 
_as ever my friend put off his boat to 
fetch them, | the ship made sail and 
left them. All this seemed quite 
against; but, ‘in the end, God showed 
it was intendec | for the good of my | 
friend. After thirty days continuance | 
upon the sand bank, having fitted up / 
the boat with some planks they had | 
took of aship which had been lost, 
nine of them committed themselves | 


_ to the providence of God. The others 


~ tuated i in the southern part of Penn- 
si sylvania. 


cared. not. to venture in so small a 
boat. Having sailed about 140) 
leagues, they at length came to| 
Tybee island, off Savannah. An in- 
habitant being near that place espied | 
them and brought them home with | 
him. _ Being then in Georgia, and in- 
formed of what had happened, I in- 
vited the captain to breakfast with 


me, and reminded him of the good- | 


ness of God. He then seemed seri- 


ous; and coming very providentially |. 


in the same ship. with me, when I | 
returned to England, God was pleas- | 
ed to work more effectually upon his | 
soul ; and he is now returning with 
m 10. Georgia again. 

“Oct. 3. Landed at Lewistown, 


si- 


[In view of attentions re- | 
ceived from the. _ inhabitants, he 
writes] God isthe great householder 
of the whole world; all places and 
persons are so many little parts of 
his great family. I pray to him. be- | 
fore I go, and I find in answer to my 
prayer, he always commands some or 
other of his household to take care of | 
and provide for me. I bless God, all 
places are equal to me so Tam where 


i 


them by their own pastor, 


IT shall never account myself at 


‘home till I arrive at my heavenly 


Father’ s house above. 
New Brunswick, (America, ) Nov. 


two hours, in worthy Mr. Tennant’s 
'meeting-house, to a large assembly 
' gathered together from all parts. 
About three in the afternoon, I 
preached again, and at seven I bap- 
‘tized two children, and preached a 
third time with greater freedom than 
‘at either of the former opportunities. 
It is impossible to tell with what 
pleasure the children of God heard 
those truths confirmed by a minister 
of the church of England, which for 
many years have been preached to 
Mr. Ten- 
nant’s opposers’ mouths were stopt, 
‘several were brought under strong 
‘convictions, and-our Lord’s dear dis- 
‘ciples were ready to leap for joy. 
‘Among others that came to hear 
were séveral ministers whom the 
Lord has been pleased to honor in 
bringing many sons to glory. One 
was a Dutch minister, named Free- 
ling Housen, [Freelinghuy sen, | pas- 
‘torofa congregation about four miles 
‘off from New-Brunswick; he isa wor- 
‘thy soldier of Jesus Christ, and was 
the beginner ofthe great work which 
I trust the Lord is carrying on in 
‘these parts. He has been strongly 
opposed by some persons, but God 


| 


prising manner, and made him more 
than conqueror through his love. 

Neshamini, Nov. 22. 
8000 people gathered together in the 
‘meeting-house and yard, and Mr. 
| William Tennant preaching to them. 
When I came up, he soon stopped, 
and sung a psalm, and then I began 
to speak as the Lord gave me utter- 
ance. At first the people seemed 
unaffected, but in the midst of the dis- 
course, I felt such a struggling with- 
in myself for the people, as I scarce 
lever feltbefore. After the exercises, 
God was pleased to humble Mny soul, 
so that I was obliged to retire for a 
while, yet we had sweet communion 
with each other, and spent the even- 
‘ing in concerting what measures had 
best be taken for promoting our dear 
Lord’s kingdom. 


20.. Preached about noon, for near 


| has always appeared for him in a sur-— 


Found above. 


~ 
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Go sis gellar MPC UNG POSERL + 6» 3s, 2,+, WAaEE $V 15. : 
How shall they PREACH, except they besent?..: . fom. x. 15. 
Vol. XI. ARI, 1839. No, 12. 


eve Aim of the Hone PAtssionary. — 


Tue wise builder has cotitinually before 
him a plan; in conformity to which he works, 
from the foundation to the top stone. And 
thus the moral architect of the social edifice 
will do well to have a definite idea of the 
state of society which he wishes to produce. 
’ He should settle in his own mind certain 
great points to be gained, the attainment of 
which will involve the happiest intertial state 
ofthe church; and fit her for exerting a strong 
and petmanent influence on the surrounding 
world. 

Witli the Bible before him, each laborer can 
sketch this plan for himself. Indeed, a man’s 
own peculiarities ought always to govern, in 
some measure; the details of the scheme ac- 
cording to which he operates. Still, with- 
ott intetfering with this libetty of each min- 
ister to matk out his own work, we may 
be permitted to suggest some general features 
which we desite may characterize the labors 
of our Missionaries. 

. The work of the Home Missionary is the 
moraladvancement of Saciety. In this is in- 
cluded whatever fits men for their duties here, 
and for theawards of the futiirestate. This, 
the whole of this, and; we may add, nothing but 
this, is the proper end and aim of the consecra- 
ted man whom heaven has anointed to the 
honors and labors of a Home Missionary. 
This advancement of society implies, 

1. The advancement of intelligence. Men 
may be collected and held together for a time 
by party influences, by personal attachment 
to their leaders; by popular catchwords, &c. 
Associations thus formed may have indeed 

VOL. XI, 35 


|a temporary power; but soon the iti eat 
becomes weary of cant phrases ; and nothing 
is more unstable than personal attachment, 
or party zeal. If therefore, a church is to 
live on, not one year merely, nor five, nor 
ten, but fifty, and for ever,—she must have 
some firmer bond of union than those. Her 
members must be intelligent; they must un- 
derstand the great principles for the propaga- 
tion of which they are associated; they should _ 
be well instructed in the lawful and appro 
priate modes of christian actions and they 
must be taught to discriminate between those 
things which are essential to truth and good- _ 
ness, and those which are merely incidental, 
and may vary with the circumstances of the 
age. Not only the doctrines and duties of 
Christianity must be firmly held in the mind, 
but the grounds of them should be well un- 
derstood. Thus, they will be professors of 
religion—persons able to set it forth in theory 
and illustrate it in practice, and ready at all 
times to give a reason for the hope that isin 
them. Thus too, amid the agitations of the 
public mind, where all discussions are sO 
popular as they arein this country, the mem- 
bers of a church will be firm; they will not 
mistake every meteor for a new planet, nor 
be ready to overturn. the very foundations of 
social order at the bidding of the latest re- 
former. Neither will they, on the other 
hand, blindly hold fast to follies because they 
are old, nor consider a man a sinnerabove . 
all other men, because he excels them in 
zeal. Mistakes like these are the offspring 
of bigotry ; and bigotry is the child of igno- 
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rance. 
prevalent among Christians would have been 


prevented or meliorated, if those who carry 
it on had been intelligent on moral subjects 
generally—had been trained to sober and 
severe thotight, to the investigation of prin- 
_ ciples, to systenratic study of the Scriptures, 
and the habit of applying them to the esti- 
mate of human opinions and actions! This 
He has such ac- 


result a pastor can reach. 
cess to families, so large a share in the coun- 


cils of the community, that if he form the 


purpose to make his flock intelligent, he can 
doit. The gradual influence of his personal 
instructions, and of the means which he ori- 
ginates, will,in the course of a few years, train 
up a generation of well informed, thinking 
men. And how can a minister feel that he 
_is doing what Christ and the church expect 
of him, if he does not cast his thoughts for- 
ward, and provide against the future exigen- 
cy, by training his people to be mighty in 
the Scriptures, and to apply them readily 


and skilfully to the various occasions of 


life? 


= The Home Missionary must aim at the 
advancement of personal holiness—a higher 
standard of experimental piety. There is 
reason to fear, that amid the bustle of the 
present day, there is a decline of closet du- 
ties, A. neglect to “keep the heart with all 
diligence.” There is so much to be done in 
eee churches, teaching Sabbath schools, 
‘in other . visible Pica of religious ap 
ore that there is danger ‘lest the oué- 
ward supplant the inner and more diffi- 
cult duties of piety. No agriculturalist could 
see without alarm his crops remaining sta- 
tionary after the first growth of summer: he 
desires to see them advancing to maturity ; 


and while he thinks of the coming winter, 


he does every thing in his power to promote 
their ripening for the harvest. In like man- 
ner, every minister should solicitously seek 
the growth of grace in his people’s hearts. 
He should not be satisfied with the bare hope 
that they may get to heaven at last, but long 


to see them illustrate the power of religion, |, 


_ in the rich and previous fruits of holy living. 
He should aim at their becoming, not merely 
babes in Christ, but full grown, joyful Chris- 

tians; men of much prayer; of tender con- 
science; ready for all duty, and for unex- 
pected death. 
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How much of the contention now 


April, 


3. Another particular in which the church- 
es need to be advanced, is the spirit of evan- 
gelization, By this we mean, that all 
Christians should come to regard the work 
of converting the world, as their own, 
every-day work. At present, a few seem to 
feel that they are born’ not for themselves 
but for their race; but the mass, even of 
those who have named the name of Christ, 
seem to take it for granted that they have a 
natural and inalienable right to themselves 
and their talents; and that whatever they 
may be disposed to do for the konorof God 
and the salvation of the world, isa species of 
supererogation—something over and above 
what they are bound todo, and for which 
Heaven ought to be very much obliged to 
them. This feeling must be expelled from 
the heart of the church. Christians must 
atrive atthe conviction that the promotion of 
religion is their great business in life : that to 
save their own souls, the souls of those with- 
in their immediate influence, and to send the 
means of salvation to those afar off, is the 
end of their conversion. This conviction 
must become general, and be incorporated 


| with all the hopes and plans of God’s peo- 


ple—a living, working element of their reli- 
gion. Thisresult canbe attained. There’is 
a foundation for it in the Christian system. 
What may not be expected from such mate- 
rials as the enlightened conscience, acted on 
by evangelical truth, by the erample of Christ 
and his apostles, and by the present claims 
of the wnconverted world? And when this’ 
desire—this never-sleeping purpose of doing 
good, at whatever sacrifice, shall become 
general, how will the Lord’s work go for- 
ward on the earth! What generous self- 
denial to supply the needed means of the 
holy war! What crowds of willing soldiers 
will throng to every out-post! A chief ob- 
stacle in the way of the world’s conversion— 
the backwardness of the church—will be 


| removed ; and then may we expect the Spirit 


of the Lord to come down like showers, 
“like rain | xe n the mown grass.” 

4, Steadfe stness is another trait of chris- 
tian character, to which our church mem- 
bers need to be trained. It is an incidental 
effect ‘of these times ‘of enterprise, that men 
have their attention called to many things 
in rapid succession; and hence a tendency 
to change the object or the manner of their 
efforts. The Missionary finds this to be the 
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case particularly in new settlements. There 
is an impatience to try new modes of doing 
good; before the old are half proved. The 
faithful prosecution of established modes:is 
abandoned for the promise of untried. expe- 
dients. As one effect of this state of things, 
the attention of men is turned from the end 
itself to the measures by which it may be 
gained; the main point is forgotten, while 
one merely incidental is forced into notice. 
This evil sometimes becomes the bane of re- 
ligion in.a whole district, and is perpetuated 
from year to year. Like some noxious weed 
that infests the fields, it produces nothing it- 
self, and poisons all that feed upon it. On 
the contrary, the happiest results are to be 
heped from the prevalence of a steady, con- 
sistent, uniform and persevering style of pie- 
ty. Theage needs men who can be depend- 
ed on from year to year—men for “a long 
, pull,” as well as “a strong puil, and a pull 
all together.” A man’s habits, in this respect, 
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will re-act upon his character. If he be stead- 
fast in his prosecution of evangelical labor, 
he will be likely to have a uniform liveliness 
of faith and hope; whereas, if he is educated 
in changeful habits, accustomed to rely upon 
“special eftorts” for all the good he accom- 
plishes, he will become.a man of unequal 
piety. However high his flight may some- 
times be, he will sink to corresponding depths. 
Thus, the ship often seems to mount to the 
skies, yet plunges immediately down again ; 
and after sailing a thousand leagues, is om 
the same level on which she started.) 
Brethren in the Missionary work—to 
whom itis given to fashion, to a great ex- 
tent, the religious spirit and habits of the 
churches in the new states—is not the ad- 
vancement of Christians in intelligence, in 
holiness, in the Missionary spirit, and in 
steadiness of effort, a most desirable end, 
and one which is practicable under the well 
directed influence of a faithful pastor? 


Sselectioiws. 


“CLAIMS OF. THE MINISTRY 


TO A COMFORTABLE SUPPORT. 


{From an Address to the Churches of the Eliza- 
: bethtown Presbytery, N. J.] 


‘ That “the laborer is worthy of his 
hire,” is a dictate of common sense, 


with the crumbs which fall from the 
table.” Noone can think or speak 
of them in this light, without fixing 
upon himself as foul a reproach, ashe ~ 
attempts to fix upon that Gospel of | 
which they are the appointed mes- 
sengers. _ ras: 
All we ask is, that this subject may 


and common justice: To suppose for || be weighed in an even balance. Men 
one moment that any man looks upon | who consecrate themselves to. the 


what he pays to-the pastor, whose 
‘services he enjoys, in the light of a 


service of God in the Gospel of his 
Son, ought in justice to be furnished, | 


mere gratuity, is animputation upon || by the people among whom they la- 


both the heart and the head of that 


man, which we shall not allow our- 


selves to bring. We do not “lord it 
over God’s heritage” when we say 
that the bestowment of “ spiritual 
things” ought to be compensated with 
“carnal things.” Respect alike for 
our own reputation and influence, 


and a proper regard for the honor of 
on we bear, re- | 


Him whose commissi 


quire that we should take high and 


independent ground when speaking 
of a matter of this sort. God never 


bor, with a competent worldly main- 
tenance. Less than this we cannot 
with propriety claim, and less than 
this you cannot with propriety grant. 
Our official duties are so arduous in 
their nature, and so exhausting in 
number and variety, that we have not 
time, and we ought to have no ineli- 
nation, to “leave the word of God for 
the sake of serving tables.” It be-. 
hooves us to give ourselves to the 
ministry of the Gospel. Whatever 
be the unavuidable expense of sus- 


intended that his ministers should be / taining our families with any tolera- — 
treated as objects of charity, or “ fed | ble degree of credit in the world, we 


cient for us. 
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must meet and bear this expense, as 
best we can, from our salaries. Other 
men may watch the market, and seek 
to make what are called good bar- 
gains ; but ministerscannot. Itisa 
thousand times better for us, in gen- 
eral, to submit to a great deal of pre- 
sent. inconvenience, and, what is 
worse, to the prospeet of a pennyless 
old age, than to acquire a reputation 
for secular management, or money- 


~ inaking. Be it little or much, pastors 
-Inust, as a common rule, subsist upon 


what they receive from their flocks. 
To judge what this support should 
be, think of the necessary expenses 
of our situation in society. Men who 
live upon the avails of their own secu- 
lar industry, are not often aware what 
it necessarily costs a minister to sus- 
tain his family, as it ought, both for 
their sakes and for his own sake, to 
be sustained. Because a few hun- 
dred dollars answer for them, they 
conclude that the same sum is sufh- 
But we entreat you to 
consider whether we can properly 
magnify our office, without oie 


subjected to expenses of which such 


men, from their different position, 
know nothing by experience. We 
must keep up a respectable appear- 
ance. Any great failure here would 


lose us the esteem of our people at 


once. Whatever may be our own 
feelings and inclinations, a proper 
regard to the flocks we serve, and to 
the customs of society, will not per- 
mit us to occupy anarrow tenement, 
or sit down to a scanty table. This 
is a point which, we trust, you will 
not overlook. Merely to purchase 


. food and clothing for our households, 


to correspond with our friends, to at- 
tend upon church judicatories, and 
now and then to add alittle to our li- 
braries, is what very few ministers 
can do from their salaries, Yet not 
to do this subjects them to blame from 
every quarter. who 
Now, ought not men, under these 
circumstances, to be well supported ? 
We say without hesitation—if there 
be aservice on earth which deserves, 
in equity, a cheerful and generous 
recompense, it is that which every 
conscientious pastor renders to the 
people of his charge. Other kinds of 
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‘is thought of it. 


gives us pleasure to 


April, 


toil can be paid for. You know how 
to count in money a full equivalent 
for the effort of bone and sinew put 
forth by the man who gathers in your 
harvest. But can you as easily tell 
the worth of your minister’s solici- 
tude for your eterna] welfare? Paul 
could be paid for “‘ tent-making ;” but 
neither gold nor silver could be 
weighed as the price of those tears, 
with which he warned. the Ephesians 
“night and day.” This, then, is not 
the service that should go unrequited. 
No temporary embarrassment of the 
times, and no little pique at the offi- 
cers or members of the parish, should 
be regarded by any one. as a reason 
for keeping back his portion of the | 
salary. 

Ministers, too, are to be “ lovers of 
hospitality.” Noone would give us 
credit for exercising our office well, 
if our houses were not always open 
for the entertainment of respectable 
visiters. You can invite a stranger 
home with you or not, and nothing 
But the family of a 
settled minister, especially in one of 
our populous towns, must always be 
prepared forcompany. Sick or well, 
provided with suitable domestic help 
or without it, all expect that the way- 


faring minister, and the travelling 


agent, should be welcome to our 
boards and our fire-sides. We men- 
tion this not to complain of it. It 
“ entertain 
strangers, for thereby some have en- 
tertained angels unawares.” But we 
wish you to take these things into 
account, in deciding what ought in 
fairness to be paid to a minister. 
Nor is this all. Our office brings 
us into contact with poverty and suf- 
fering in every variety of form, and 
light as may be our own purses, we 
must do something to lessen the sor- 
rows of those in worse circumstan- 
ces. It is necessary that every min- 
ister should be regarded as the poor 
man’s friend. Benevolent enterpri- 
ses also make their demands. For 
the sake of example we must go for- 
ward in these works of mercy, and 
let ‘the depth of our poverty abound 
unto the riches of our liberality.” 
To meet all these expenditures, a 
generous support is indispensable. 
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But besides having to subsist upon 
an inadequate salary, many ministers 
are seriously embarrassed by the tar- 
dy and irregular manner in which it 
is paid. Not a few men among us, 
and some of them too, we regret to 
say, members of the church, agree to 
give as little as they can with any 
show of propriety, and then keep 
back that little as long as possible. 
The merchant’s bill must be met, and 
so must be that of the mechanic, and 
the teacher; but the minister is treat- 
ed as if he need not havebread at all, 
because he ought not to “live by 
bread alone.” Other things are not 
graduated on this narrow scale. 
More is given, in many cases, every 
three months, for some fashionable 
accomplishment for a single child, 
than for the yearly religious instruc- 
tion of the whole household. And 
this is not the worst. The music 
teacher and the drawing master are 
paid punctually, while the minister’s 
services are left, from time to time, 
_togo unrequited. Can thisbe right? 
Shall men pay so readily the insur- 
ance upon their earthly dwellings, 
and yet be backward to meet the ex- 
penses necessary to prepare for them 
“a building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens?” 
' There is no equity in such a course. 

We are forced to be thus explicit. 
Duty both to ourselves andto you re- 
quires that we should also state, that 
the cost of maintaining a family is 
not now what it was in the days of 
eur fathers, nor what it was even a 


few years ago. A great change has | 
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taken place, not only in the habits of 
society, but in the necessary expen- 
ses of a household. So enhanced is 
the price of almost every sort of pro- 
vision, that what was then a compe- 
tent support, is now altogether in- 
adequate. Take two items as asam- 
ple. The keeping of a horse and 
carriage is necessary for the pastor 
of every country parish, and yet to 
do this costs him nearly or quite a 
hundred dollars every year. For the 
| wages and board of proper domestic 
| help, at least an equal sum is requi- 


— 


“ 


site. Here, then, are barely two 
charges, and ale th of them indispen- 
sable, which amount to nearly half — 


of what many ministers among us re- 
ceive in salary. To mention such 
facts is needful both for ourselves and 
for you. ae fie ef . 

-Now remember that the Gospel and 
its appointed ministry are necessary 
to your highest welfare, and you will 
feel bound in justice to sustain them. 
You cannot do without pastors and 
churches. This was the deep and 
settled conviction of our good pilgrim 
fathers, and hence whenever they 
had a settlement amounting to. six- 
teen families, they made provision at 
once for the support of a minister. 
Those noble minded men never 
dreamt of securing such a blessing 
without cost. It was with them a 
fixed principle, that all their interests 
for earth and heaven required the 
presence of a faithful ambassador of ~ 
Christ, and this led them to sustain 
him with pleasure. 


Ethie a. H. fa. S. 


| 


Three years ago I visited this place 
in the character of tract agent. I 
was then struck with the apparent 
piety and morality of the people com- 
pared with that of other places. I cir- 
culated many religious books among 
the people, and they received them 


Since my report in November I|| with eagerness. But wip} there is 


have visited a county 


seat, contain-||an apparent change for t 


€ worse. 


ing about three hundred inhabitants. : Some have left and others come in 
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their place. The former inn-keeper, 
who was a temperance man and kept 
no bar, has sold his possessions to one 
who has erected a bar, and draws 
about him the dissolute, profane, in-’ 
temperate, and the utter despisers of 
the divine laws. The former land- 
lord was troubled with no such com- 
pany; he kept a decent house. This 
dram-selling inn, together with the 
removal of several of the most pious 
and valuable citizens, has opened a 
door of vice in this place. 

H. is a county seat. Reform- 
ers, ‘“ Anti-mission Baptists,” Metho- 
_dists, Cumberland Presbyterians, have 
preached here until the people wish to 
hearnomore. Noone, at this time, 
not even a passing stranger, can 
collect a respectable congregation. 
Where the fault is, whether in the 
preacher or the people, or both, I 
cannot tell. There is wrong some- 
where. Miss N. is now teaching a 
-female school in this place under 
very favorable auspices. It has ra- 
pidly increased in size and populari- 
ty, since its commencement. She 
hopes soon to be able to establish— 
what has never yet been established 
in the place—a Sabbath school. 
At ——, a little town in this county, 
there is one family of Presbyterians, 
surrounded on-every side by “ Re- 
formers.” ‘They remain, however, 
like the old beaten oak, which has 
weathered many storms, firm and 
unshaken in the doctrines and disci- 
pline of the Presbyterian Church. 
They seem sanguine in the belief that 
a Presbyterian ministermay do much 
good here, and offer to provide a 
stand, or a meeting-house, for preach- 
ing as soon as the weather mode- 
rates. 


’ PERILS IN THE WILDERNESS: | 


- In attempting to.cross from Bloom- 
ington to Shelbyville, a distance of 
thirty-six miles, without a road, I 
lost my course and wandered far 
away from any human habitation. 
The day was cloudy, night drew on, 
and overtook me, lost and alone, 


and unable to proceed for the dark- | 


ness. All I could do in these cir- 
cumstances was to resign myself 
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to the will of Providence, sheltered 
only by the wide canopy of heaven, 
and wait for morning light. I heard 
nothing during the night, save the 
occasional rustling of leaves and the 
harsh notes of screech-owls. It was 
a dreary night, made more so'by a 
sense of my lost condition. -If ever I 
wasthankful for any thing, it was for 
the return of morning. I then proceed- 
ed twelve miles, and to my great joy 
found a human habitation, and learn- 
‘ed that I was within twelve miles of 
| Paris. - 


PREJUDICE. 


In some portion of the “far West,” people 
may be found—the immediate successors of 
the scouts and trappers—who have been so 
long removed from the social influences of 
older states, that they have acquired a pecu- 
liar character, and formed strange opinions on 
religion.. A Missionary, who is himself a 
western man, thus describes a portion of his 
field, which embraces a population of this 
character. 


I have difficulties to contend with 
of no ordinary character. There 
exists in the minds of the great mass 
of this population the most inveter- 
ate prejudice against Missionaries 
and all benevolent labors. Bible, 
tract, and temperance societies are 
denounced even by professors of re- 
ligion, as so many devices of man to 
amass “ filthy lucre.” oe 

To certain denominational pecu- 
liarities are given the most scrupu- 
lous observance, while the whole 
spirit of religion is either unknown. 


,or totally disregarded. Many assign, 


as the reason why they do not more 
frequently attend the preaching of 


the word and other ordinances, “that 


the claims of these societies are pre- 
sented instead of the Gospel.” And 
they persist in the belief that nothing 
is the Gospel but a few unscriptural 
notions which have been instilled in- 
to them by persons who claim to be 
divinely inspired. And itis amazing 
what an influence these men exert. 
I. think I am regarded in.a different 
light by the community from what I 
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would be if I had been sent here. My|j every individual of the Presbyterian 
fifteen years residence in the adjoin-|| denomination. There are three or 
ing county, has operated in prevent-| four families in the western part of 
ing much of the ungrounded preju-| the county which I have not as yet 
dice which many of the eastern men, | visited. ‘This I intend to do as soon 
who have come among us, have had/ as I have an opportunity. 


to contend with. I have labored more at Geneva, 
which is at the outlet of Big-foot lake, 
than in any other place; as this will 
' shortly become quiteavillage. There 
WISCONSIN. lis a iene y 4 number of ee 

. | sors here and in the vicinity ; and the 

From Rev. Lemuel Hall, Walworth) prospect is favorable obabon building 
Co.,. Wis. Ter. _upaconsiderablechurch. There = 
- been one meeting to take into consid- 

BRO CREB OF ORION SRS | eration the formation of a church, 
This territory, as far as Iam ac-| and the first week in April is ap- 
quainted with it, is very beautiful, pointed as the time for its organiza- 
and doubtless will be rapidly and ! tion. Meetings on the Sabbath have 
densely settled. It does not suffer in | been well attended, considering’ the 
comparison with the most beautiful | numbers of inhabitants; and the at- 
and fruitful sections of the West. | tendance hasincreased. Ouraccom- 
There is less prairie and more timber) modation for meeting is poor, as it 
in this territory than in Illinois; con-| js merely a room occupied by a fami- 
sequently it is capable of being more| ly. We expect that a school-house 
densely settled. And as the surface| will be finished the ensuing season. 
is elevated and rolling, there is littlé/| 


: | Prayer meetings have been estab- 
or no stagnant water, in consequence} }:shed on Sabbath and Wednesday 
of which the country is healthful. It} cyenin gs. "The meeting on Wednes- 
is the opinion of those who have re- day evening has not beenattended so 
sided the longest in this territory) .¢)) as desired; but the attendance 


that far less snow and rain falls here! th aeane coat 
; than in the eastern states. This ac-| i fk ype i 


cords with my own observation. pete rz P aaanein i} es a 
Situated west of the great chain of| ree eebe gt b Lila Ba 
lakes, we are not exposed to their) @¥es north of Geneva, is another 
vapors, which are driven eastward by | Ae I Saat fr pred preach- 
the prevailing westerly winds. Most brews mined F = on ' aye: but 
of the time we have a clear sky and| d es fio * While Phe: os 
an elastic air. It is the experience of| ‘ rhe apts gadis fp 1 st ih a cours 
numbers who came into this country | 1985 00 the Prairie I preached at the 
. : _houseof a Methodist professor. That 
with feeble health that they have ra-} fami ale duDhiew . 
idly recovered. /family having remove , It ave not at 
py | present any place to preach in. But 
_[have removed the meetings fora 
part of the time to other places in the 
vicinity. As soon as Providence 
opens the door I purpose to resume 
meetings on the Prairie; as there are 


POPULATION. 


The inhabitants are mostly from 
ve aah and New-England, ya 
being but few foreigners, and few from/ ; 7 
the southern states. Of the twenty | emocacaprmlag held there by any de- 
thousand inhabitants in the territory, | ” ania a ees. ciositae mene 
rene > agi Rr ager ye 
rom the eastern states. 

I have visited almost every part of/ Where I preach every fourth Sabbath, 
the county of Walworth, which is) As yet, I have sent “% on ser- 

incipall field of labo dj mon here on the Sabbath; having 
have terscme erotica with je steno in the forenoon at Spring 
of its inhabitants, and with almost’ Prairie, here in the afternoon, and in 
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the evening at Troy, which is five 
miles northeast of M.S. There are 
ten or twelve families here who came 
from Hadley, on Connecticut river. 
Although there are but seven among 
them who are professors of religion, 
yet they all attend meeting, and ap- 
pear extremely anxious again to en- 
joy the means of grace. The num- 
ber who attend meeting here is as. 
large as in any place where I have 
preached in the territory. 


Troy, which is five miles N. E. of 
Meacham’s Settlement, is another 
place where I hold meetings. There 
are eight or nine professors in this 
settlement, who, together with those 
at the place last mentioned, I expect 
will soon be formed into a church. 
There is a weekly prayer meeting 
established in the neighborhood, and 
they observe the monthly concert. 

he two places last mentioned are 
anxious to have more preaching, and 
I feel very desirous that they may. 
And should there be any minister 
who should be inquiring for a field of 
usefulness at the West, I wish that 
he might be directed to Meacham’s 
Settlement and Troy. 


I have preached a few times at 
Burlington ; commonly called the 
Lower Forks, on Fox river, twelve 
miles east from Geneva. 

There is another settlement on the 
Nippersink Creek, on the borders of 
Illinois, where I spent a Sabbath 
and part of a week. It is nine miles 
south-east from Geneva. 
there are but few inhabitants, but it 
will soon become an important place. 
There are three Presbyterian pro- 
fessors in this place. I expect soon 
to preach in that neighborhood again. 

A few weeks since, I received a 

ressing request to visit a place in 
Illinois called the Virginia Settle- 


ment ; it is about twenty-five miles 


south of Geneva, and in McHenty 


county. I was informed that there 
were a number of professors there, 
who were anxious to be formed into 
achurch. I promised them that-~if 
Providence permitted I would visit 
them in a few weeks. A Mr. Lewis, 
an agent of the Bible Society, passing 
through the place, was much interest- 
He Per 
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ed in them, and procured the Rev. 
Mr. Clark, of Charleston, to come 
and organize them into a church. 


‘Thus, when I visited them, I found a 


little church of seven members. I 
tarried with them four days, includ- 
ing the Sabbath, and preached each 
day to a numerous and an attentive 
audience. Most of the settlers came 
from Virginia. They were anxious 
that should come again; and although 
it is not within the boundary of Wis- 
consin, I agreed to preach there again 
four weeks afterward. I received a 
request while there, with which I 
complied, to preach at McHenry, the 
seat of justice in the county of that 
name, seven miles from the Virginia 
settlement. There are a few Pres- 
byterian professors at McH., and I 
expect that they will be induced to 
unite with the church above men- 
tioned. There is no Presbyterian 
minister in that county, as I have 
been informed; unless it be in the 
extreme western part of it, from 
which I have not heard. There is 
great need of a good missionary in 
this county. |. Errorists will come 
into this region, and will strive to 
occupy the ground, if it be not pre- 
viously oecupied by the ministers of 
Christ. 


oe 


From Rev. C. Nichols, Racine, Wis. 
Territory. 


The interest on the subject of re- 
ligion has evidently been on the in- 
crease here for several months past. 
We have an excellent school and 
singing-school. We hold meetings 
in the same room, and it is usually 
full on the Sabbath. I doubt not we 
should have more if we had room 
for them; or at least if we had a 
suitable house. Many careless sin- 
ners attend, among whom are some 
influential persons. All are solemn 
and attentive. Christians are a little 
revived, yet I do not know of any 
cases of real conviction of sin. We 
have had of late a considerable ad- 
dition to the christian influence in 
this. place. | 
The town site, which has always 


- 
: 
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been in dispute, so that no good title| 

could be given, is now likely to be 

soon fixed. We believe this will 

bring people in, and encourage those 

who are here to go forward so that 


of the flock, belonging to our Sabbath 
school. We shall probably receive 


mises much good. Though itis much 
opposed, the children have great in- 
the cause of Christ will be promoted | terest in it. One of our elders has: 
by it. A court-house will probably be | taught them a variety of tunes print- 
built next season, and we hope to| ed onlarge cards, with appropriate 
erect a house that will: serve as a hymns, which they sing with great 
place for public worship. We have| delight. Our chief hope is with the 
had anumber of interesting meetings, | rising generation. A great portion 
preparatory to the organization of a of the adult population have been 
church, and one week from this day. connected with some church, but 


is appointed for that purpose, | have now given themselves to Sab- 
Some professors have removed bath breaking, gambling, &c. 


from the Head of Pike. . The house | . aake 


we occupied is converted to another 
purpose, and there is now no conve-| 
nient place there for meetings. - We | - 
have thought it best that the few | to suit the tastes and feelings of all 
Christians who remain should 20) this people. There has been preach- 
elsewhere to worship, though they | ing here by no less than six deno- 
eee butseldom, |minations, beside ours, during the 
, Fhe little band of Christians 7 last season. Episcopalians, two kinds 
Racine is small, and they are oer. | of Methodists, and three kinds of 


It is an important place, and I.am| Beaoti ’ eh: ; 
aay aptists. But as we have a house of 
anxious that they should continue to. P 


have the means of graee. i] ust 


VARIETY OF SECTS. 
es 


It iscommonly known, that jineneeatiakys 
embarrassments of the last year affected | 
severely the rising towns in the new states, 
and coifsequently embarrassed the work of| 
planting and sustaining churches. Milwau- 
kie, Racine, and other settlements on lake 
Michigan, shared largely in this distress. | 
Our missionary at Racine has received but | 
$60 in two years from the people at that | 
place. | | 


THE WAY HOME MISSIONARIES PREACH 
' ‘PHE GOSPEL "TO THE HEATHEN. 


~ One example out of hundreds. 


ing and the monthly eencert; and, 
besides some not in the ehureh, our: 
members always attend, if they live 
near enough, and are notsiek. There 
| is a female prayer meeting once in 

The inhabitants live better this: two weeks, and a society who, to- 
year than they did last, but I can as-| gether with contributions at the 
sure you, very few have what they | monthly eoncert, are doing some- 
used to call ihe necessaries of life. | thing for the heathen. This is a mat- 
The brethren are greatly straitened. | tet Of great interest with afew in our 
Indeed itis generally true here where church. They think it time the Gos- 
people have given to support the Gos- 
peltey, have. given : their penury. rede Repieet 
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i 
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| 
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DIFFICULTIES. 
ILLINOIS: ‘ 


IMPORTANCE OF SABBATH SCHOOL INFLU- 
ENCE IN THE WEST. 


works of Satan are overthrown. 


Seven have united with our church, 
two by profession—precious lambs 


hence, to a great extent, their influ~ 
VOL. XI. 36 . 


moresoon. The Sabbath school pro- 


It takes.a variety of denominations: 


worship, they do not interfere. with 


pel were preached to every creature,. 
and that the church is guilty of 


While we urge christaim duties, we _ 
make progress only so fast as the. 


We observe a weekly prayer meet- = 


a ae 


These duties are seldom urged by. | 
any denomination around us; and » 
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ence is against us. 
near us Oppose our temperance s0- 
ciety. These facts present the work 
of your Society in sustaining preach- 
ing here, ina very important light. 
Your policy, as indicated in the Home 
Missionary, in favor of installing min- 
isters, will work well in most cases. 
But it will require time for some of 
our churches to understand it. Many 
_of our people have been accustomed 
to see ministers live on their own 
plantations, and come and go like 
other folks. They have wo idea of 
the pastoral relation, or what instal- 
lation means. 
this church. It will require much in- 


struction to bring them to scriptural | 


views on this subject. . 
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The preachers| 


It is so with some of. 


From Rev. E. H. Hazard, Lindon, 
apt 3 Til. 


'. Since I wrote you last, my. family 
have been much afflicted with sick- 
“ness. During the fall season, my 
wife, my five children, and myself, 
have all passed through a course of 
bilious fever, and ague and fever. 
It has been the more afflictive as we 
could not procure the necessary do-| 
mestic help and nursing. Having: 
these afflictions and labors, with no 
other aid than the occasional, yet! 
very kind and faithful attentions of 
my christian neighbors, I have be- 
‘come quite debilitated, though Iam 


now fast regaining my health and/| 


strength. I mention these things, 
notas asubject of complaint, butthat 
the Society, dear to) me from ma- 
ny considerations,,and my eastern 
friends, may rejoice with us in the 
Lord, and give thanks unto him who 
hath spared our lives and delivered 
us from sorrow. We are not dis-, 
couraged though we have been cast 
down. There is a great work to be 
done in this portion of our Lord’s 
vineyard. May the Lord strengthen 
us to do our part! | . 

Our settlement has been greatly! 
increased withimmigrants during the 
last year; agood proportion of them 
are professors of religion, end appear 


like christians. I hope their works} 


April, | 


may prove them to. be such. Thir- 
teen have been added to this church 
by letter from eastern churches since 
my last report, and there are some 
others with us who probably will 
unite soon. Although sickness has 
been quite general during the fall, our 
meetings have continued uninterrup- 
tedly on the Sabbath; and our week- 
ly prayer meetings are generally well 
attended, and seem to be increasing 
in interest. The bible class is quite 
interesting: the members of this 
class appear anxious to “add to their 
virtue, knowledge.” 


, TEMPERANCE. 


Last evening our temperance so- 
ciety met; and although the travel- 
ling was bad we had .a full meeting. 
Fourteen signed the pledge ef total | 
abstinence, making the whole num- 
ber sixty-eight. We mention one 
fact, not as boasting, but as a subject 
of thankfulness to God, who in his. 
providence directs the affairs of men, 
that we have not, to our knowledge, 
a drunkard in our settlement on this 
side Rock river. No liquor is sold ; 
and there is a united and determined 
public sentiment against the intro- 
duction of a grocery in any shape. 
All lawful and proper means are to 
be used to prevent it. I believe our 
lecturer last evening spoke the gen- 
eral sentiment of our people, when he 
said “he would dread less the visit of 


‘the cholera in our settlement, than a 


grog-shop.” 
‘RUM AND RUIN.” 


On the opposite side of the river 


intemperance prevails, though efforts 


have been made to suppress it. - Re- 
cently God has taken the cause into 


his own hand ; he has removed three 


drunkards in a manner that should . 
prove a solemn and awful warning to 
others. Two of them, attempting to 
drive home from Dixon’s ferry, where 
they had become intoxicated, missed 
their way,drove out intothe open prai- 
rie and perished beside their bottle. 
One of them being already dead, the 
other was seen by the man, who pro- 
videntially discovered them, crawl- 
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ing on his frozen limbs to his bottle 
to take one more dram. This man 
died also in afew days. Thus they 
went into the eternal world not only 


under the awful doom, “ No drunk- 


ard shall enter into the kingdom of 
God,” but actually went into their 
graves drunk. The third, in a fit of 
intoxication, a few days since,» mur- 
dered an Indian in a most. brutal 
manner, and has fled the country to 
escape the hand of justice, Jeaving an 


interesting family to lament, not so |} 


much the loss, as the disgrace and 
wretchedness of a husband and fa- 
ther. If such appeals from. divine 
justice do not awaken, arrest, and 
turn those who are in the same road 


to ruin, what wili save them from a 


like fate? 


TENNESSEE. 


From the application of two Churches 
on the Tennessee River. 


The members of these churches 
are few in number, feeble, and desti- 
tute of the preaching of the Gospel ; 
one of them is situated in the midst 
ofa dense population, many of whom 
might be able supporters of the Gos- 
pel if their hearts could be won to 
Christ.. The other is located in a 
populous place. A rail-road is now 
building, which makes one of its de- 
‘pots near the church, around which, 
in all probability, a flourishing town 
will grow up. On this account, the 
Roman Catholics are making great 
efforts at this plave. These facts, we 
think, are reasons whv. we should 
have, immediately, the regular minis- 
tration of the Gospel among us. 
We can obtain the labors of a minis- 
ter if your society will aid us to the 
amount of $150 for this year. We 


hope we can obtain, among ourselves, | 


part of that sum. And the prospect 
is, that-in a few years we shall be 
able to support the Gospel without 
foreign aid ; and even to return some 
aid to assist, through you, other weak 
churches. 


This application presents the ease of very 
many churches in our country. They are in 
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rich communities, on a fertile soil, and the 
prospects of future strength are encoura- 
ging—provided they can have a little help. 
But, at present, their numbers are small, 
their burdens many, and public confidence 
isnot yet ucquired... What they need is just 
enough aid to impart decision to their own 
movements, and to accustom the commu- 
nity around them to the stated labors of an 
intelligent ministry. This, with the bless- 
‘ing of God, in a short time, raises a church 
above dependence on foreign aid, and makes 
it, in its turn, the benefactor of others which 
are following it in the same succession of 
linfancy, youth, and maturity. — 


FNDIANA., 


| 
| 
| DARKNESS AND DAY. 

| I have had, till recently, much to 
discourage me in this field of labor. 
| To say nothing of the general igno- 
-rance of this community, and the pre- 
|judice against Presbyterian minis- 
iters; there was the sickness of my 


sued for forty-three cents, (the pur- 
chase money of a piece of beef,) when 
sick, &c. The attendance at our 
meetings was small; I had but two 
male members in the church, and 
both lived out of town. I had no one 
‘to help in prayer meetings; open 
wickedness abounded on every hand; 
'and all were in eager pursuit of the 
i things of the world. 

But of late, things have changed. 
We have an excellent man in our 
school, who helps me much in doing 
good. This people, I think, are be- 
ginning to place a much higher value 
(on the institutions of religion, which 
‘they enjoy. Our meetings on the 
|Sabbath are much better attended. 


At times, much seriousness is appa- © 


rent in the congregation. A more 
attentive people, in the house of God, 
I think I never saw in the state of 
New-York. Our communion sea- 
son, the first Sabbath in February, 
was of great interest to me and ‘to 
this church. Two adults made a 
public profession of their faith in 
Christ, and avouched him to be their 
God and portion; three were seceiy- 


family ; an empty pocket; the being. 


Oe ale 


ed to the church by letter. This 


‘Jittle accession, of five persons, isa 


great one to us; they are all valua- 
ble members. It encouraged me 
more, than did, in my old congrega- 
tion in New-York, the accession of 
fifty members at once. _ 

With this increase of interestamong 


us, on the subject of religion, the peo- : 


ple have not forgotten the wanis of 
their minister; or rather, I should 
say, they are beginning to take some 
interest in his having a comfortable 
‘support. Within a few days, nearly 
all of the subscribers for my sup- 
port, have doubled their subserip- 
tions, and several new ones have been 
obtained. The first movement, on 
this subject, was made by a man who 


refused to.do any thing for my sup- | 


port last year, and who, but very sel- 
dom attended meeting, on the Sab- 
bath, any where. He first put $15. 
on the subscription paper, but after- 
wards, finding it necessary, he in- 
creased it to $30. A widow woman 
doubled hers, making it $50. With 


what your society kindly give me, I. 
now have the prospect of a comfort- | 


able support. 


a 
x” of 
48% 


CLAIMS OF NORTHERN INDIANA. 


“Stations for Missionaries. 

“We very much need more minis- 
ters of our denomination in North- 
ern Indiana. This part of our state 
is larger than the state of Massachu- 
setts. It is an excellent body of 
land ; has a fine climate, very much 
like that of New-Jersey. For a new 
state, its population is already quite 
large. It is filling up very fast, as ex- 
cellent lands every year are brought 
into market. The Indian reserva- 
tions have, the most of them, already 
been ceded to our government. This 
part of Indiana is, without doubt, des- 
tined to be, to the farmer, one of the 
most interesting and desirable por- 
tions of the whole great valley. 
New-York, Cincinnati, _New-Or- 
leans, and, I may say, Charleston 


too, will be very near him, as mar- 
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‘kets for his produce, in a very few 
years. The Erie and Wabash canal, 
-extending from Lake Erie to Terre- 
Haute, (the head of steam-boat navi- 
gation on the Wabash,) is to be com- 
pleted:in about ayear. It is already 
finished and in operation from Fort 
Wayne to Logansport ; various other 
canals are being constructed in this 
|part of Indiana. In this interesting 
part of our state, we have, I believe, 
but ten Presbyterian ministers, who 
statedly. preach the Gospel; six of 
these are on the line of the Erie and 
Wabash canal;. the other four are 
near the northern boundary of the 
state. .The missionary. field of these 
ministers is more than a hundred 
miles square. ' . 


We want ministers now at the 
following places, viz. one for Wabash 
sand Lagrow, on the canal; one for 
Rochester and Plymouth, on the Mi- 
‘Chigan road; one for Goshen and 
Elkhart, on the line of the northern 
canal; one for, Marion, on the line of 
‘the central canal; one for. several 
places on Kel river;-and one for Kos- 
ciusco county. Wabash, Goshen, 
‘Rochester, Plymouth, and Marion, 
and important 
places. How much could beraised for 
‘the support of ministers at the places 
above named, [know not; but Ishould 
‘think nearly half the necessary sum. 
You may form some idea of the 
‘religious condition and wants of this 
/part of our state, when I tell you, 
that, probably, not one tenth part of 
‘the funerals ‘are attended with reli- 
gious services of any kind. If I may 
‘take my own neigborhood as asam- 
ple; not one child in fifty, of eighteen, 
years old, can repeat the decalogue, 
or say the Lord’s prayer. I could 
speak of the almost universal profa- 
nation of the Sabbath; the great pre- 
valence of intemperance, gambling, 
and other kindred vices; but I for- 
bear. If any thing is done for this 
population, to save them from open 
jirreligion and ruin, ir MusT BE NONE 
soon. We want learned and pious 
ministers, such as are willing to make 
any sacrifices that the cause of Christ 
‘may demand. Can you not send us 
such ? ) Si 


} 
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From an Application. cannot know the amount of uf ‘ing 
Py at ‘and privation among ministers in 


We the Session and Trustees of| this section of the country arising 
the First Presbyterian Church in from a want of support. There is 
G -< are constrained. to apply hardly one, who gives himself to his 
to the A. H. M. Society for aid in the appropriate work, that is not under 
support of the Gospel in this region. the necessity of reducing his expen- 
You doubtless wish to know some- (ses to the lowest possible amount, 
thing about our circumstances and See Se oF bagi of Mesieeet i 4 
wants, that you may judge of our) "*‘ a Pp S$ and uselul- 
claims upon your Society for aid. a ih out mote in the older 
We have secured the labors of aj P@! € country enjoy. ot 
minister. He commenced his labors | 
with us 18th of June last. The 
number of communicants in our} ,, abel aipyecart Seale Ge) ha eObe 
church is about forty. Within 25 incoltwanbicod Bea Me ’ 
miles there are three or four congre-|| BUT THE LABORERS ARE -—CONTEND- 
gations; principally composed of| 'N¢ WITH EACH OTHER. 
Presbyterians. Some of these have 
occasional preaching from other de- 
nominations, but are- dependent on wets lates Ate 
ach aH cats) We-piopnedtiel ibived TO dist Tike Ogre MipeE 

er! V se to| : s 
raise for the support of our minister be dispersed by the cheering beams 
‘this year (12 months from the 18th _of the Sun of Righteousness, before 
June) one hundred dollars. There||the “clement, mediatoral hour is 
are two reasons why we cannot con-||past!” The harvest is ripe, but the 
sistently raise more the present year. || laborers are a Must isp ecious 
One is, a large sum _is now due from ia scatiere and lost? A united 
this society for building a meeting- ! oe 2 ceeners wap do gate - 
house. The other is, we have suf is a 0 F bn Tes oe Ae t + 
ae bent Bio? see hE a piiore states | coe Pal at = teemg t ae 

e rest of the people of the West, | mntendi 
from sickness dug the past vols about the means, and the manner of 
Not a family in this congregation, ie the pat, God’s harvest 
and scarcely one in this region, has Be: “9 are Z an Pri: oy a 
escaped the ce _ ete py a woul pe ghd ihe yet of the 
or ‘iiarieal aude oftier aid. x Some | epee steek somali a to thei ie 
: od ie : . ia 
families among us are still sick with tions, I fear will be cnn s that 
ague and fever, but we bless the Lord | unhappy number, who, having pro- 
that most of us are restored toa com-| mised to go at the command of the 


From an Important Region. 


fortahle degree of health. Lord, and work in his vineyard, went 
; not. It is no idle fear th any to 

A clergyman, in recommending the fore_ || whom the Lord hath said, “ Go, work 
going application, says— in my vineyard to-day,” will stand 


iby, contending with the laborers, un- 
This request was handed to me last | til, by their example and neglect, the - 
evening, with a view to my recom- ‘precious vintage will be lost. ‘ 
mendation. The church is poor, and . 

have been very much distressed the | | 
past season with the sickness which OHIO. 
has pervaded the whole country. I. 
do not know what their pie az's be ) 
do if you cannot afford them the ai RTUNITY. , 
Soe bak: And farould cay, breth- to ee ee 
ren, give it, if you can, consistently || Three years ago there was a fine opening 
with your previous engagements. You || and a cheering prospect of accomplishing 
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much good inthe region described below, 


For want of a minister, all these advanta- | 


ges seem to be lost, and the work of evange- 
lization rendered more difficult than ever. 


I have just returned from a mis- 
sionary voyage to 
miles from this. I have to say in 
general, in regard to this field, lying. 


on both sides of the river, embracing, 


a distance of 38 roiles, that it is not 
so hopeful as when I first surveyed it 
three years ago. No minister has 
come in, while the business and com- 
pany apper taining tothe publie works 
have introduced a flood of dissipa- 
tion.. The hard times have prevented 
any considerable increase byi immigra- 
tion, and taverns and groceries have 
increased fearfully,: to the ruin of 
nearly all engaged in them. Sick- 
ness also has “contributed to spread 
mourning and languishment over 
many dwellings, and failures in con- 
tracts and job-taking on the canal 
have done their part to produce des- 
-pondency. 27 sections on the canal, 
of a mile each, have been given up as 
bad jobs. 


_ Scenes on the rey 


~ T went into one house, full of chil- 
dren, the woman half sick, who said 
that ‘her husband had 20 hands all 
winter, and lost money, and had given 
up the job. She was worn : out, 
leaned her head upon her hand, and 
wept. She had no hope. I found 
an Irishman with his head broken by 
a club inthe handofanegro. I gave 
him a tract, 
was read to him by a friend. Farther 
on I found a German, a Catholic, and 
spent half an hour in. "assisting him to 
read, and on iny return, the same, and 
prayed with him. He desired greatly 
a German Bible; I gave him one in 
‘English. He said he would give me 
“one dollar” for a German Bible. I 
asked ‘him if his German friends had 
no Bibles? He said “No.” “ Why 
not?” ‘De priest do not like it.” 
“How does he prevent it?” “ He 


look all about, and when he see it he | 


take it, and Say, ‘O, this be good for 
me to read ‘ ae and put it under his 
cloak, and walk off with it.” ‘ Well, 
if I procure you a Bible, the ries 
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“Sin no. trifle,” which |. 


f oP) 
, about AB he will not do that. 


April, 


will carry it off too.” Ono, no, no! 
for if he.do I. will send the officer 


‘after him, and he will put his hand on 


his shoulder and say, ‘you are my 
prisoner, sir ;? this is a free country, 
I promised 
him,I would write to New-York fora 
box of German Bibles, and he pro- 
mised to find a market for a number. 
,as I mentioned in a for- 


mer number, is a city of log houses, 


3 taverns, 2 groceries, anda, “cash 
store,” with a whiskey sign, out. 
About ten days since, a justice of the 
peace, and three others, decoyed, a 


poor fellow into a private room, for a 
‘mere trifle, and’ having. stripped him 
to the skin, whipped him with cow- 


hides without mercy, two whipping 
at atime, and relieved when weary 
by the other two. 

On my return-I preached at F—— 
and at P——. At the latter. place, 
only 3’or 4 ran out to get. a drink, (1 
preached in a tavern,) and curse the 
doctrine, as I suppose.. I met with 
many interesting incidents, which I 
cannot now detail. Ata‘ drunkery” 
I found the woman weeping, and 
holding a little child, which she said 
was her daughter’s that died last falk 
“ And is that her husband?” I asked, 
pointing to a man dead drunk, lying 
on the floor. “No,” said she, “that 
is mine.” Isold her areligious book, 
and she opened it and said, “ This is 
a good place, it just suits my case,” 
her eyes streaming with tears, 

-I go upthrough this route again, as 
soon as the roads settle in the spring, 
and I can procure a supply of tracts. 


= ~ 


THE STANDARD OF MISSIONARY CHA- 
RACTER, 


' There cannot be a more mistaken notion 


than that which many good people seem to 


entertain—-that almost any degree of talent 
and attainments, however moderate, willan- 
swer for a Missionary to the West. The 
American Home Missionary Society has 
ever striven to correct this impression. It 
has not only used all reasonable care in th 


selection of those whom it has sent to the 


West, but it has also received into its list of 
beneficiaries those already on the ground, . 
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with as much caution as is consistent with | and have left their former place to the 
- compassion to thechurches which need their | occupancy of some one, whom longer 
labors. But it is almost impossible that the | discipline had enabled to bear starva- 
“utmost careshould not sometimes fail to pre- || tion better than they could. Ihave 
vent weak and incompetent men froin receiv- | hitherto been much disposed to lean to 


ing the patronage of the Society. Such of- merey’s side, in relation to such untor- 


ten go to the Weston theirown responsibility. | tunate and infirm ministers. But I am 


. — | j ; ? 
Churches destitute of better supplies consent | growing harder of heart. We can't 


to receive them for a time; and some neigh- | afford to make our society a great na- 


Oe d Bg: |tional poor-house. I have not a 
boring minister, whose kind wishes get the | doubt, that the cause of religion, and 


better of his judgment, is found willing to|}the feeble churches, will advance 
recommend their application for. missionary | mych faster, if we only assist such as 
assistance. In this way, sometimes, the!) have some real power of accomplish- 
strictest vigilance of our various committees | ing good. One discreet, effective, 
is insufficient to prevent unsuitable ministers | devoted man to four churches, wowld 
being recognised as Missionaries. But the | do more than four, or forty, ‘‘ whose 
friends of intelligent Christianity may be|| strength is” to do nothing, or to do 
assured that if such’ things occur in con- | mischief. ‘ ee 
nexion with the A. H. M. S., they arise not 
from, but in spite of its intention. We wish 
all the community to understand, that this 
Society takes high ground on the subject of | 
ministerial qualifications—that it will never 
voluntarily employ its patronage as a pre-| 
-mium in favor of a half educated, shifting | 
ministry. By its constitution it is bound in | to give than to receive.” » How great the pri- 
certain cases to respect the advice ofits auxi- | vilege, then, of those whose benefactions 
liaries in the selection of Missionaries; and | caused the relief alluded to below! Were it 
as it has no ecclesiastical powers, it er re- | practicable, we should like to take each pa- 
cognise as qualified, those whom the Asso- | 
ee ae. P oe boy s ree | him to the dwelling of the Missionary whom 
ut of these, it will aim to select the best. '| his bounty has cheered, and show him how 
Although it has no power to make ministers, I teow is, ae the only <8 ‘money is to 
it ought not, and we trust, it will not, prosti- | 
tute the sacred charities of the church upon | 
those. who are not half made by any body | 
else. 
~ The following on this subject is from an, 
Agent of the A. H. M.S.,in Ohio. ) 
: | 
, 


My observations fully satisfied me, 
that, henceforth, we must be very de-' 


. . . : 
cided in our purpose, to give more: 
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From a Missionary. - 
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scanty in its original plan, and only a room 
or two finished, from the want of funds; 
while the rest affords but the slightest shel- 
ter from the storm and none from the cold. 
The inmates are pallid and care-worn; for 
that scourge of new countries, the ague, has 
laid upon them daily, for months, its mono- 
tonous inflictions of alternate frost and fire. 


_ Amid the lassitude and depression of sick- 
permanency to the ministry, and be | ness and poverty, may be seen the habits 
more discriminating In our Missiona- | and principles of better days bearing up un- 
pani ee ainte ene povatet ret der the present burden. They feel the ab- 
boys that “could not teach and won personal comforts, of things becom- 
not learn,” have made outta getbread | ing their station, but still more, the want of 
enough to starve on for six months me 
or a year, in a place ; and having, in kneel down to pray, “Give us this day our 
that time, so perfectly depleted the | daily bread,” they do it witha sense of utter 
people, that they could do this no | dependence, which the owner of a full garner 
longer, have fled away to repeat a|j never knows. And gold seems to lose its 
similar infliction on somebody else, } sordid associations and to become a thing 


The Lord Jesus said, ‘It is more blessed 


tron of the Society by the hand, and lead - 


do good. We would show hima small house, 


the means of Usefulness. And-when they 
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almost divine, when it brings tosuch a fami- 


ly medicine and assistance, and the pledge 


of needed food and raiment. When the 
sunshine of benevolence throws its warm 
beams into the window of such an abode, 
kindling up the smile of happiness on every 
pale face, it is blessed to behold it; it is 
blessed, to be the subject of it; but more 
blessed still, it is, to be the source from which 
those rays of gladness emanate ! 


RELIEF IN TIME OF WANT. 


I can hardly find language to ex- 
press my feelings, as I seat myself to 
write to you, Fora few days pre- 
vious:to receiving the commission, I} 
had almost become disheartened. 
Sickness had prevailed in the settle- 
ment, and myself and family had all 
been under the physician’s care for 
some time, and we had become in- 
volved, and knew not how to dis- 
charge the debts we had contraeted. 
Besides, we had worn our clothes 
not.only threadbare, but even to 
patching. Our prayer is, . that the 
richest, blessings of heaven may rest 
on you and the patrons of your so- 
ciety ! ee 


as 


joke INTERESTING CHURCH IN ITS THIRD 


YEAR. 


alt ¢ 


A settlement was: commenced here 


two years ago, last May, by a few 


christian families; some from Ver-), 


mont, some from New-York and Ohio. 
The object was to organize a church, | 


and to have preaching from the begin- 
ning ; and to have schools, so that our 
children might not be left, as multi- 
tudes are in the West, to grow up 
in ignorance. “The number of souls, 
isnow about one hundred, and other 
families are expected in a few weeks. 
We have erected a good frame school- 
house, which we occupy for meetings 
as well as for schools. A church was 
organized two years ago, consisting 
of seventeen members; it now num- 


_ bers twenty-four; ten males and four- 


teen females. Five or six others are 
expected to join soon. In all the 
families now in the settlement, and, 
I believe, in_all those families who 


are expecting to move in, one er more 


profess religion. 
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Our buildings are mostly framed. 


| Twenty frames are now up, Or are in 
progress, and will be raised soon. 
We are favored with an abundance of 


pine lumber, and have mills near, 
both for sawing and flouring. We 
have not suffered'so much.as many of 


the new settlements have, in regard — 


to.obtaining provisions, although we 
| have all suffered more or less. About 
two hundred acres of land have been 
‘chopped’and cleared here. ‘The:soil 
is rich and productive ; and about one 
half of the families have, this year, 
raised provisions sufficient for their 
own consumption, so that their ex- 
| penses will not probably be so great in 
future, as they have been heretofore. 


Refreshing. 


In respect to our spiritual condi- 
tion, I think, for a few weeks past, 
more interest onthe part of the church 
has been felt than before. Our meet- 


ings on Lord’s days, and other reli-' 


gious seasons, have been well attend- 
ed, and there are evident marks of 
solemnity. God‘ has made bare his 


| arm in mercy in a part of the'town, 
six or eight miles distant from us, and; 
a number have been hopefully ‘con- 


verted. I assisted.in organizing a 
‘chureh there a few weeks since, 


New Chasreh es. 


The friends of Howie Missions will 


rejoice to learn that churches are 
rising up, here and there, in this land 
where error and infidelity abound. 
May these churches prove as spots 
of verdure in the midst of surround- 
ing sterility! It requires hard labor 
and much perseverance, to subdue 
the forests and prairies of this west- 
ern world for cultivation; but how 


much more severe the toil, and how 
much more protracted the: efforts, to. 


produce a change for the better on 


this wide-spread, moral waste! Were 
it not for the promise of the Most 


High, that “the wilderness shall 
blossom as the rose,” we should sink 


in despondency, and abandon the 


work. But blessed be our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, that he conde- 


'scends. to own the feeble exertions 
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which are made to build up Zion. 
A holy and benign influence is exert- 
ed by the preached word; by Sab- 
‘bath schools and Bible classes, and 
the various other means of grace. 


Interesting. Pupils. 


We havea Bible class, which near- 
ly all the congregation attend. The 
gray-headed person of near eighty 
years, may be seen reciting portions 
of the Holy Bible, with the child of 
five or six. 


| 
| 


| 
iy 


TWILIGHT. 


We head the following, “Twilight,” be- 
cause, in a region of great intellectual and 
moral darkness, where a faithful Missionary 
has for some time been stationed, there are 
appearances of coming day. The light 
begins to struggle with the gloom. 


| 
There is among us a deplorably | 
low state of intelligence. Our com- 
mon schools (the only schools we 
have,) are miserable concerns. One 
district, in which there are probably 
60 children, is wholly destitute of a 
school. This is the district in which 
live nearly all the Deists, Unitarians, 
Universalists and Chrystians. An- 
other district has a school; but it is |) 
one in which nothing is taught but} 
the very elements; and for the plain | 
reason, that there are none of the 

scholars (some of them having almost | 
the corporeal extension of men,) | 
ready to advance a single step higher. 
Another actually employed a teacher 
who could neither write a common | 
sentence correctly, nor correctly read || 
a child’s book. He knew not a whit 
of Geography, or English Grammar, 
and almost nothing of Arithmetic. 
And when I have visited this school, 
to inspect its proceedings, I knew not 
whether to weep at the pitiable con- 
dition of the children, or to smile at 
the blunders of the teacher. A fourth 
school is under better regulations. I 
have hard work to gather a Bible 
class, and one great reason is, many 
~ of the youth read so badly that they 
are ashamed to attend and expose 

VOL. XI. 
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their ignorance. There is here also 
an ardent love of the world. If 
covetousness is idolatry, this section — 
of country is emphatically a land of 
idols. There are exceptions, but they 
are few. Mammon, here, stalks even 
into the sanctuary. I am afraid his 
note has more power over the hearts 
of some of our church-members than 
the word of the Lord has. It makes 


‘me mourn to see what a quarrel- 


generating, virtue- killing, mind-starv- 
ing, soul-damning power this base 
god exerts. 

But we have encouragements. Our 
house of worship, which was dirty 
and cold, has been cleansed, and fit- 
ted up with stoves, so that it is clean, 
warm and attractive. And the whole 
expense of this was met by a contri- 
bution taken the next sabbath after 
the fixture was made. The like was 
never done here before, and the peo- 
ple feel that they have had a complete 
triumph over themselves. 

Our sabbath congregations are in- 
creasing. Many of the empty seats 
to which I preached forseveral weeks, 
are now filled. We now have but 


few of these disheartening appenda- 


ges to the sanctuary. 

The congregation have (for a new 
thing) had aregular parish meeting, 
elected a board of trustees, raised 
for the support of a minister almost 
twice as much as they ever did in 
any one year before; and they talk 
of buying a parsonage-house during 
the current year. 1 think it would | 
not cost as much effort now to buy a 
house, as it would have done a year 
ago to buy a stove for the church, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


From the Rev. D. H. Emerson, 
Northborough, Mass. 


We copy the following report from the 
Boston Recorder of Feb. 8th. The happy 
results of Home Missions are betterestimat- 
ed, we think, by the number of churches that 
cease to receive aid, than by the numberthat 
continue to receive it. It gives us pleasure, — 
therefore, to number the church in North-' 
borough among those that have been on our 
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missionary list. To have been instrumental 
in bringing this flourishing church into ex- 
istenice, and nurturing it till it has become 
able to’ assume the support of its own min- 
istry, and to cast ifs contributions liberally 
and cheerfully into the treasury of the Lord, 
for the purpose of extending the same bless- 
ings to others, will be reckoned, we doubt 
not, when the influences uf a church—God’s 
own institution, shall all be told, a privilege 
which angels might well have coveted. It 
seems but yesterday that we met this flock, 
few and feeble, and united in those solemn 
services which gave them their first pastor. 
Now, they take their stand ‘among the 
_ daughters of Zion, to co-operate with them 
in sending the Gospel through the earth—to 
know that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. The Commonwealth of Massachn- 
setts knows not how much she is blessed by 
institutions like this, the fruits of Home 
Missionary ‘enterprise. And the friends of 
the Redeemer, by whose benefactions this 
enterprise is sustained, can have but a faint 
conception of the good they are accomplish- 
ing, by planting churches here at home, which 


may stand, peradventure, till time shall end, 


and bring multitudes, fat and near, to glory. - 


For the encouragement of the pa- 


trons and friends of this noble insti- 
tution, and of the many “feeble 
churches” which are nourished by 
-its care, the following record is made 
of the progress of the Evangelical 
Congregational Church in this place. 
Its first existence as a church was in 
the spring of 1832, when it was or- 
ganized (April 12th,) with 35 mem- 
bers, 24 of whom were females. The 
first sermon of its first pastor was 
preached in an “upper room,” at 
which time the encouragement of the 
_ audience was so great, that six of them 
became responsible for $700, towards 
building a house of worship. But 
what was this in sttch an enterprise 2 
And, if their house of worship were 
obtained, yet what means had they 


for sustaining the continued minis- 


trations of the gospel? Certain it is, 
that with all their desire for a purer 
gospel, they would not then have 
ventured to proceed in their holy 
cause as they did proceed, without 
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the assistance of the Massachusetts’ 
Missionary Society! But, leaning on 
this Institution, and trusting in the 
covenanted grace of their Redeemer 
and Head, they went forward, and 
were soon permitted to behold a tem- 
ple anda pastor, provided by the Lord. 
From that time until the present, the 
church has received an annual appro- 
priation from the Missionary Society, 
and has thus been enabled to retain 
its christian privileges, while at the 
same time it has sent its own annual 
donations abroad, “freely giving” as 
it had “freely received.” The so- 
ciety has now much increased; the 
church has risen in numbers from 35 
to 81 ; the Sabbath school has multi- 
plied to 170 members; and necessity 
of pecuniary assistance is no longer 
felt. In January of last year it was 
agreed, instead of asking $125 as 
usual, from the missionary fund, to 
ask but $100 for that vear; and now, 

at the commencement of that year, 
it has been agreed to ask for nothing 
for the year to come, being strong.in 
the confidence that we shall now be 

able to go alone! May the sum thus 
relinquished by this church, be ap- 
plied to some more destitute flock of 
Christ,and may all our feeble churches 
soon be able to sustain themselves ; 

that those who have never heard of 
Jesus may receive the aid which has 

hitherto been expended in Massachu- 
setts ! 

It ought to be remarked that the 

influence of the conference held in 

this place in October, was highly 
beneficial in regard to the cause of 
benevolence and self-denial, and that 


the eloquent appeals of the late Sec- 


retary of the Massachusetts’ Mission- 
ary Society, have rested upon the 
consciences of many with great 
To him, and to the Society 
he has so long represented in this 
Commonwealth, our most grateful 
acknowledgments are now rendered. 


That we are xo poorer in conse- 
quence of surrendering the aid we 
have heretofore received, may be in- 
ferred from the fact, that the people 
have commenced the new year by 


| increasing the salary of their pastor. 


1839. 
VARIOUS SELECTIONS. 


I have been compelled to spend 
most of the six days, between the 
‘sabbaths, for the last two months, in 
working about my own home; for 
. Otherwise, my family must have suf- 
fered during the winter. I have ge- 
nerally to spend one day in the week 
in getting wood. When I came here, 
a house could not be had, and the 
church agreed to build one for me. 
They put it up, covered it, and laid 
down some green, loose planks for a 
floor, (this being the only kind of 
lumber that could be had,) and in that 
state I ‘moved into it, We had no 
kitchen, crib, stable, nor even a fence 
around the house; no horse lot, nor 
any thing of the kind. Yet, to the 
extent of their ability, the people are 
liberal and hospitable. It is one evi- 
dence that they are doing something 
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like their duty, that the Lord has 
greatly prospered them, as a church, 
ever since they have been organized. 


BIBLE CLASS Versus BALLS, 


Last winter, the young people had 
a weekly dancing school, which em- 
braced a large proportion of the 
young ladies of the village. Eight of 
these subsequently joined the Bible 
class. On Christmas eve, the young 
men got up a ball; and out of the 
eight females referred to, only two 
attended; and these two had met for 
the study of the Bible only once; and 
out of the whole number in the vil- 
lage, only three were found in the 
ball-room on that evening. Conse- 
quently, this and the adjoining coun- 
ties were scoured to find guests to 
make out the company for the occa- 
sion. 


Appointments by the Executive Committee of the A. H. M. S , from. Feb. lath to March ~ 
. 15th, 1839. 


Not in Commission last year. 


Rev. Charles Danforth, McKean, Pa, 
Rev. Patrick W. Gray, Centerville, Troy and Ran- 
dolph, Pa. 
Rev. Aaron Grigsby, Pleasant Grove and Hack- 
_ berry Churches, Ten. 
Rev. J. W. C. Pennington, Colored Church, Long 
Island. 

Rev. E. Reynold, Georgetown, N. Y. 

Rey. L. Wilcox, Ellis’ Village, N. Y. 

Rey. 0. Hyde, Liverpool, N. Y. 


Rev. D. Hollister, Milford, N. ¥. 
Rev. S. receks Destitute Churches in Oswego 


o,N.Y. 
Rev. Abijah Blanchard, Hadley, Mich. - 


Re-appointed. 


Rey. A. Worthington, Milford, Mich. 
Rev. J. F. Cowan, Potosi, Mo. 

Rev. R. H. Snoddy, Knox Co., Ten. 
Rev. J. M. Babbit, Lisle, N.Y. ~ 
Rev.S. Wells, Oriskany, N.Y. 

Rev. P. R. Kivoe, McGrawville, N. ¥. 


- 


SE 
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The Treasurer of the American Home Missionary Society acknowledges the receipt of 
the following sums, from February 15th to March 15th, 1839. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE— 
Ackworth,; Miss Hannah Ware, L. M. 


in full, by E. Kingsbury, $18 86 
MASSACHUSETTS— 
Hadley, Gent. Benevolent Soc., Elijah 
Smith, Tr. 30 00 
CONNECTICUT— | 
Hartford, A. M. Collins, 100 00 
Madison, David Crittenden, 5 00 
New-Britain, Coll., by C. Cornwell, 49 ll 
New-Milford, First Cong. Ch., by D. 
Marsh, ¢Mity Yel £ 49 00 
Westfield, legacy of Mary Yale, dec., 
‘by J. Wilcox, Executor, 12 50 
NEW-YORK— 
Albany, a lady, by E. H. Pease, 1.00 


Brooklyn, First Pr. Ch., Coll., by R. J. 
Thorne, 110 67; S. B. Hunt, 20; A. 
W. Benson, 20; ‘J. Ruthven, 10; D. 
Pomeroy, Jr.,5; A. Wesson, 5; W. 


R. Dwight, 1; D. Leavitt, 50; J. 

Rankin, 20; E.C. Hamilton, 5, 246 67 
Cattskill, James Millard, to const. Miss 

Lydia Millard, # L. M. 30 00 
Greenville, Ezer Knowles, . 45 50 
Matteawan, Pr. Ch., by W. Torrey, 50 00 
New-York City, viz: 
Bleecker-st. Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. 

Coll., 16 53; James Roosevelt, 100 ; 

Mrs, M. E. Sminck, 1; E. H. Kim- 

ball, 15; J.P. Tappan, 5; J. B. Sta- 


piles, 1, | 


_ Augusta, bal. of Coll., 


‘ Mrs. Bristol, 13 
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Central Presb; Ch., by Mr. Roach, 46 00 

Mercer-st. Presb. Ch., Mon. Con. Coll. 

» 23:77: Rev. T. H. Skinner, D. D., 
30; R. Boorman, 15; G. U. Richards, 
10; J. Wiley, 10; Mrs. E. M. Conck- 
ling, 2; W.S. Kellogg, 1; J. Hunt, 
5; J. Hitchcock, 5; Rev. C. Mason, 
5; F. Markoe, 10; 'No. 1 Washing- 
ton Place, 25; J. B. Murray, 20, 

Spring -st. Presb. Oh., A. Lane, 

Second Avenue: Presb. Ch., E. Fisk, 

Thompson-st. Presb. Ch., Horace Leet, 
L. M., in part, 

Richmond, Thomas Williams, bal. 

Schaghticoke, Fem. Aux. Soce., Mrs. 

Noble, Sec. 
GEORGIA— 
Centerville, Mees G. Loomis, U.S. A. 


161 77 
10 00 
5 00 


10 00 


20 00 
20 00 


$1050 44 
7: TAYLOR, Treasurer. 


ed 


Receipts of ihe Philadelphia Agency, feo Febru- 


ary \Sthto March 15th, 1839, Rev. G. N. Judd,} 


Secretary. 


NEW-JERSEY— 
Bloomfield, Pr..Ch., Friend, 
Elizabethport, Mon. Con. Coll., 

_ Hanover, Pr. Ch., Coll., 17 063 Rev. 


1 00 
2 42 


C. L. Miles, 5; ‘Mon. Con. Coll. 255, 24 61 
Madison, N. J., a widow, by Rev. Mr. , 

Arnes, .¥ 1 00 
Newark, N. J., legacy of David D. 


Crane, deceased, by James Crane, 
Executor, ~ 

Springfield, Pr. Ch., by Rev. J. C. 
ee’ to constitute Gilbert Reeve a 


Succasunna, Pr. Ch,, Coll., in part, to 
const. Rev. David’ A. Frame a L. M., 

West Bloomfieid, bal. of Coll., 
PENNSYLVANIA— 

. Darlingsville, S. Darling, 

_ Philadelphia, Robert Earp, 
MARYLAND— 
_ Middlebrook, Miss W. C. Cromwell, 


Receipts of the Central Agency at Utica, NV. Y., 


from January 26th to February 26th, 1839, Rev. 


AA. Crane, Sec. 
Albany, Fourth Church, 38 44 


13 87 
25 00 


3 87; Young 
Ladies’ Benev. Soc., 10, 
Baldwinsville, by Rev. P. K. Williams, 
Clinton, 8. Parmele, 2; Col. Gridley, 
1; Mr. Ellenwood, 1; Mr. ea 
1;’'G. Benedict, 2; Dr. Hopkins, 
G. Bristol, 104; Mrs. Strong, 3! 
Dr. Ruddock, 0 47; 
Mr. Gleson, 0 50; Mr. Nelson, 0 50; 
Dr, Dwight, 5; Mrs. Dwight, 2; Dr. 
Stewart, 1; C. Root, 1; Mr. Trow- 
bridge, 0° 41; Capt. Barton, 1; O. 
Marvin, 5; Esq. McNiel, 2; Mrs. 
Hickok, 1; Mr. Comstock, I; O. 
Gridley, 10; L. Poud, 1; Mr. Eells, 
1; Mr. Foot, 0.50; Dr. Davis, ti 
Prof. Catlin, 2; Mrs. Noyes, 13. 
Deac. Williams, 2; Mr. Steel, 1.50; 
_ Mr. Sisson, 0 50; Mrs. Kirkland, I; 
Mrs. Lathrop, 1; Mr. Benedict, 1; 
Deac. Bradley, 2; Mrs. Woodruff, 
1; Mr. Nichols, 1; Mr. Yale, 1; Mr. 
Raymond, 0.50; Mr. Bradner, 1s. 


A. Crane, 50; others, 2 26, : 116 18 
“Columbus, by Roy." J. T, ‘Adams, 8 34 
Hamilton, by Deac. J. Tompkins, 25 00 
Homer, by Rev. D. Platt, 31 56! 
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_ Lenox, Presb. Soc., in full to const. 


Rev. Alvah Day a L. M. 21 00 
Manchester, Coll., 4 62 
Marshall, by Rev. R. Pratt, -3 00 
Springfied, bal. 8 13 
Turin, by Rev. R. Kimball, 25 75 

- Utica, balance, 78 50 

Westford, to const. Rev. wee Cc. 
Boyce a L. M. 30 00 
$429 39 


Receipts of the Western Me iiley at Geneva, N. Y., 
from Jan. Wth to March 20th, 1839. Rev. John 
A. Murray, Secretary. 


Addison, 8 50 
Albion, Ladies’ Miss. Soc., Mrs. Hazen, 

Treasurer, 36 00 
Batavia, in part, 54 50 
Bergen Center, Children’ of Maternal ~ 

Association, 4 35 
Branchport, Ladies, 15 70; Others,6 06 21 76 
Buffalo, First Ch., Joseph. Dart, Jr. 9 R05 

Others, in part, 70, 95 00 

Pearl-st. Ch.,in part, 14 98 
Burdette, 15 00 
Canandaigua, a Friend, to const. Deac. 

Robert Antis, | aL. D., 100; Mrs. Eliza 

‘Chapin, in full to make herself’ and“ 

daughter, Miss. Mary Chapin, Life 

Members, 20; W. Hubbell. Esq., 20; 

N.. W. Howell, Esq., 10; Wm. Antis, 

jr. 10; J. L. Woodruff, 10; Ladies’ 
Seminary, 10; J.B. Hayes, 5; Mosher 

& Concklin, 2; H. Howe, 3; S. K. 

Andrews, 3; Rev. Mr. Johns, 2; Mr. 

Mason, 1; John Perhemus, -}; Cash, 

21 04; Ladies’ Soc., to const. Rey. M. 

L:R. P. Thompson, L. M., 50, 268 04 
Canaudise, 2 50 
Canoga, by Rey. Mr. BMajtqon, tl 00 
Centerfield, 10 00 
Cohocton, 4 50 
East Avon, by Bev. Mr. Marsh, 21 75 
East Otto, , 5 00 
Eden, 1 ee - 16 00 
Geneseo, Rev. J. N. Lewis, 5 00 
Geneva, HH. Seelye, 225; H. Dwight, 

jr., 10, 235 00 
Gorham, Ladies, 10; Others, 8 87, 18 87 
Hammondsport, $1 ‘for each Communi- ; 

cant, 60 00 
Havanna, Rey. Mr. Goodrich, 20s 1: ; 

Others, 15 55, 35 55> 
Hopeville, by Rey. Mr. Smith, 25 18 
Hornby, 6 00 
Mead’s Creek, 7 00 
Middleport, 4 00 
Moravia, Q7 63 
Mount Morris, Mrs. E, Watkins, 1; J. 

R. Bond. 10; General Mills, 10; > 

Others, 40, 61 00 
Pen Yan, Wm. M. Oliver, to const. his 

danghters, Agnes O,, and Mary E., 

Life Members, 60; Henry Wells, Esq., 

10; H. Bradley, 5; Dr. Giver, situs 

Others, 34 31, 114 31 
Perrinton, ~ . 20 00 
Pike; Ladies’ Miss. Soc., to const. Miss 

Almena M. Nourse a L. M. 1 54 
Pultney, Pr. Ch., by Rev. Mr. Babbitt, 16°00 
Romulus, by Rev. M. Barton, 7 00 
Seneca Falls, - 60 00 
Springwater, 44 36 
Summer Hill, 17 00 

} Union Corners, 15 00 
Vienna, - a 
Woodhull, 

{| Yates, _ 18 00 
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SKETCHES OF REAL CHARACTERS, CONVERSATIONS, AND STRIKING FACTS, FURNISHED 
CHIEFLY BY CLERGYMEN. 


SKETCHES FROM A PASTOR’S JOURNAL. 


I. 


HOW TO TREAT A CAVILLER. 


Aw individual avowed himself a 
Universalist: his practice correspond- 
ed with his belief. A few months 
since, I had a pleasant interview with 


' him, in which his favorite creed was 


brought into view and discussed. A 
few days afterward, I received from 
him a letter, proposing and solicit- 
ing replies to more than twenty ques- 
tions, such as Universalists are wont 
tourge. Instead of writing out sepa- 
rate answers to these questions, Isent 
him a couple of religious tracts, ac- 
companied by a friendly note. In 
this I expressed my pleasure at find- 
ing him in an inquiring state of mind, 
apparently desirous to know the 
truth; at the same time, I told him I 
should be far more gratified to see 
him yielding a cordial submission to 
the truth. I reminded him, that if he 
relied wholly upon his own under- 
standing, he would be liable, and 
quite likely to go astray ; and there- 


fore, | must urge upon him, the duty 


of looking to God by fervent prayer. 
I carne e that the tracts above 
mentioned, were deserving of his 
careful perusal, and if, after reading 
them with seriousness and prayer, 
they did not answer his questions 
sufficiently, I would be happy to see 
him at my study, and would freely 
converse with him on the subject. 
I added, by way of postscript, “ While 
you read, BE SURE TO PRAY, for it is 


dom from God. 


written, ‘Ifany man lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God.’ ” ae 
Months have elapsed since the. 
above reply was returned ; but though 
the individual referred to is my next- 
door neighbor, and is in the habit of 
frequent intercourse with me, yet I 
have not known him in any instance 
to allude to the letters or the tracts. . 
Quere.—Is there any thing in the | 
state of mind which Universalism in- 
duces, which indisposes a man to 
prayer? That man knew, that if heal- 
luded to this correspondence, I would 
ask him, if he had complied with the | 
suggestions, that he should seek wis- 
Why should he 
shrink from that inquiry? = 


Il. f ti < pat FY _ ; 
| ge Space 
A CONFESSION. if wy 


A certain individual had long been ~ 
trying to settle down in the doctrine © 
that all men will be saved. At times, 
he expressly avowed this as his be- 
lief. But during a friendly conver- — 
sation with a clergyman, on religion 
he said, “I believe there are good | 
people among all denominations. I 
believe there are some good Univer- 
salists; but I confess, I never saw 
one of that denomination whom I re- 
garded as a good person.” 

Was not this man’s difficulty a se- 
rious one to the system? If it be the 
truth, should its fruits not be so ob- 
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vious, that a professed seeker for 
Witnesses, could find at least one 2 


III. 


The father of the family, whose 
heart seemed to be warmed with di- 
vine love, proceeded to give me some 


account of the exercises of his own. 


mind. Said he, “at the time you 
last called upon us, when I saw you 
approaching the house, I felt badly; 
I did not wish to see you.” He then 
went on to speak of the conversation 
I had with him and his wife, on the 
subject of religion, the importance of 
seeking salvation immediately, the 
unreasonableness and danger of de- 
lay. He then referred to what I said 
respecting secret and family prayer ; 
the duty of erecting the family altar, 
the weighty reasons why he should 
pray in his family that very evening; 
the danger of neglecting it any 
longer. He then proceeded to tell 
me the effect which that conversation 
had on him. He could not rid him- 
self of the idea that he ought to pray 
in his family. ‘Beforé retiring to rest, 
he actually went to the barn and at- 
tempted to pray. This effort greatly 
increased his anxiety. He retired to 
his bed, but was not able to sleep. 
He spoke also, of the deep and pun- 
gent convictions that followed, of his 
awful sense of the malignity of sin, 
and the perfect justice of God in his 
condemnation. He found no peace 
ill, a few days after, he determined 
io follow my advice. He assembled 
his family in the evening, read to 
chem a chapter from the Bible, and 
hen, bowing before God, attempted 
0 offer up his broken supplications, 
At this point, the burden of his sins 
was removed; light began to break 
nuponhis soul. This was followed 
sy a sweet sense of pardon, and the 
comforts of hope. Very soon, his 
eloved companion was also brought 
© trust in her Saviour. H. 


' PROCRASTINATION AND PERDITION. 


In one of my walks about my pa- 
ish, some years ago, I passed the 
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place where one of my parishioners, 
who was a stone-cutter, was at work 
upon a large block of granite. He 
was about forty-five years of age, a 
hard-working, prosperous man, a 
warm personal friend, a constant at- 
tendant upon the means of grace; 
but utterly indifferent, so far as I 
could judge, about the concerns of his 
soul. Having so good an opportuni- 
ty, Idetermined to speak to him plain- 
ly and earnestly upon the subject of 
religion. 

“ My friend,” said I, “you have a 
hard subject for your chisel there.” 
“Yes,” he replied, “very hard in- 
deed ; I don’t know that I ever sawa 
more difficult stone to cut than this,” 
“But,” said I, “there are harder * 
things than blocks of granite.” “I 
suppose so; and granite grows harder 
by exposure to the air. I can work 
a stone much easier when. it is first 
taken from the quarry.” “I refer to 


the heart,” said I. “It is harderthan — 


stone; and as you say of granite, it 
is growing harder every day. Hard 
as this stone is, you can make it as- 
sume any form you please; you can 
mould it like clay. But God has been 
for many years at work upon you by 
his word, and Spirit, and providences, 
nota feature of the image of Christ yet 
appears upon your heart of adamant.” 
“I know it, I know it,” he replied, 
“but it was not always so.. Ten 
years ago the Holy Spirit visited my 
soul, and melted it like wax. You 
never saw me weep, but I wept then, . 
and I thought the time of my con- 
version had come. But the cares of 
this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the lust of other things 
entered in, and grieved away the 
Spirit, and hardened my heart against. 
the truth. The Spirit left me; but I 
believe and am sure, that it was only 
fora season. Iam confident that he 
will return, and then I shall become 
a Christian.” > rR | 
“Ah, my. friend,” said I, laying 
my hand upon his shoulder, “you 
are cherishing a most dangerous 


| confidence. You are not. grieving, 


but insulting the Spirit of God; and 
your heart may be withered by his 
wrath, instead of being melted by 


his love. But God is merciful, only 


1839. 


be sure to live until the Spirit returns. 
Be careful of your life, for you stake 
your salvation upon its continuance. 

I never saw him again. A few 
months after this interview, during 
my absence from the place, he was 
found in his barn suspended by the 
neck, and quite dead. No reason 
could be assigned for this act of self- 
destruction. He had met with no 
heavy affliction. He had an affec- 
tionate wife and several small chil- 
dren. His business was prosperous. 
His earthly condition was in all re- 
spects happy. Buthe could not wait 
for the return of the Spirit. Aban- 
doned of God, and tempted by the 
great adversary of souls, without 
strength to resist, he madly cut short 
his own probation, and quenched his 
presumptuous hope in the blackness 
of darkness. 

Reader! have you grieved away 
the Spirit, and still expect his en- 
lightening and converting influences? 
MAakE A COVENANT WITH DEATH AND 
HELL, that will stand; and be sure 
NOT To Diz until your hope is realized. 


ON CONDUCTING BIBLE CLASSES. 
[Continued from p. 262.] 


IV. The Epistles. 
In studying the Epistles, it is well 


to have constantly before the eye of, 


the class, a chart, or table so con- 
structed as to show, as near as can be 
ascertained, the date of each, the 
place where it was composed, and 
‘ the author. Let these be arranged 
chronologically, and it will often 
assist the teacher in showing the 
force and propriety of certain ex- 
pressions. 

It will be an excellent preparation 
for the Epistles, if the conductor of 
the class read with care Paley’s Hore 
Pauline, and Blunt’s small work on 
the same plan, in which he has ga- 
thered up many facts not noticed by 
Paley. As to commentaries, they 
are so numerous, and of such various 
worth, that it would be presumptuous 
in the writer to designate a particu- 
lar author. The greatest benefit,! 
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however, will be found to result, 
in this as in other portions of the 
course, from constant and copious 
references. 

‘In taking up an epistle, inquire, 
Ist. Who wrote it? And, then, let 
the reasuns for its authorship be 
hunted out from the epistle itgelf. 
2d. Where was it written? Let the 
evidence of the answer to this be also 
adduced. 3d. To whom was it ad- 
dressed—and what do we know of 
them? 4th. What was the occasion 
of the epistle? These inquiries, and 
the answers to them, prepare the way 
for the 5th question, What is the 
scope of the epistle? And in answer- 
ing this, it should be ascertained what 
is its main topic; where the treat- 
ment of it begins and ends; what is 
introductory ; what is excursive, or. 
one side of the main argument; what 
is inferential and hortatory, &c. Let 
the divisions, between these several 
portions, be marked off on the mar- 
gin of the Bible with a pencil, and ’ 
let the lessons be so arranged as to 
respect these divisions; and when 
the class passes from one to another, 
require them to state the argument 
which the writer is conducting, and 
to show how far it has advanced. If 
there be not sufficient mental cultiva- 
tion in the class to do this, the teacher 
should do it, endeavoring to. make ve 
each pupil understand whereabout 
the author is in the progress | of his — 
work, and what he is next about to. 
do. The advantage of this course, 
in enabling the pupil to understand 
particular allusions and expressions, 
is astonishing. After having gone 
through with a given book, let the 
analysis of it be again taken up, and 
rendered perfectly familiar. The- 
acquaintance which the class now 
have acquired with the spirit of the 
writer, prepares them to enter upon 
the examination of particular phrases, 
such as “righteousness of God,” 

“imputed,” &c.; for until the learner 
is well imbued with the genius of the 
human author, whom the Holy Ghost 
employed in the production of any 
portion of the Bible, the exact.mean- _ 
ing of oft recurring ‘forms of speech, 
cannot be appreciated. It should be 
remembered, also, that in the epistles 
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of the Ce Testament, the most pe- 
culiar people on earth, ‘the Jews, oc- 
cupy a large share of the attention of 
the sacred writers; and of course, 
the peculiarity of theirreligious rites 
and doctrines would often be alluded 
to. At the same time the extension 
‘of the Roman empire, the preva- 
lence of the Greek language, and of 
the games, the military and domestic 
affairs of the people of Italy and Asia 
Minor, introduced into the style of 


all literary productions, the peculiari-. 


ties of the Greeks. In studying the 
epistles, then, we are to expect idioms 
and allusions which are to be ex- 
plained by one, or the other, or by 
both of these separate causes whieh 
went to modify style. _ 

The study of the Revelation, is one 
of the most difficult that can be as- 
signed to a Bible class. Hence, I 
believe, it is usually left to the sole 
discussion of ministers, and to the pri- 
vate reading of believers, without be- 
ing made the subject of social study. 
But while it is confessedly a dark 


book, and must remain so, in a great | 


measure, till the developments of 
Providence shall fulfil its pr edictions ; 
still, something may be done towards: 
a proper appreciation of its meaning. 
The first three chapters, containing 
the messages to the seven churches, 


contain specific predictions, the fulfil- | 


ment of which it will be highly im- 
proving to a class to investigate. 
Portions of the succeeding propheti- 
cal matter have also already been ful- 
filled ; and these, like the prophecies 
of the Old Testament, may be studied 
by employing historical illustrations, 
But much of this book must, at pre- 
sent, admit of only probable conjec- 
ture. In framing a theory of inter- 
pretation, an advantageous com pari- 
son may be made between the image- 
ry of the Revelation and that of the 
Old Testament prophets; e.g. the 
description of the living creatures. 


A good reference Bible will show a} 


much greater correspondence —be- 
tween the two, than a mere cursory 
reading would suggest. Newton on 
the Prophecies, Scott’s Family Bible, 
Smith’s Key to the Revelation, Croly 
on the Apocalypse, and finally, an ar- 
ticle on the subject of this part of 
Scripture, in the New-Haven Chris- 
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tian Spectator, in 1838, are the prin- 
cipal reference books which itis well 
to consult, as they contain all the © 
leading suggestions which have been 
started concerning this deeply ee 
resting, and yet mysterious book. 
Permit me, in conclusion, to sug- 
gest that all young persons who love 
the Bible, undertake something like 
the course suggested in this article. 
Treasures of knowledge are hidden 
in the word of God, rich beyond all 
conception, on which the whole life 
may be spent, and yet the explorer 
will account his latest discoveries the 


most valuable. The writer has ad-. — 


vanced in years, beyond the period 
when ‘intellectual attainments are 


|| wont to be most successfully prose- 


cuted, and he cannot but express the 


feeling of regret, that some kind men- 


tor had not guided his youthful studies 
more in the path of sacred literature. 
And if there were any thing for which 
he could wish to live over again the 
painful years of his pilgrimage, it 
would be to study the. ible—to read 
it through and through—to search 
and compare—to make it the book of 
morning, noon, and night—the book 


of travel, of retirement, the hand-— 


book, the pocket- -book, the book of 
history and poetry, the all-in- all of 
doctrine and practice. PS ae 

? 7 oh 7 Ag , x: 


~ 


CHRONOLOGICAL VERSES. 


| From the creation to the flood we fix, 


Just sixteen hundred years and fifty-six; — 

And in four hundred seven and twenty moro, — 

Abraham is called his Maker to adore. 

Four hundred thirty ruu their ample round, 

When impious Pharaoh and his host are drown’ ; 

Three hundred more and seven, Troy smokes bie 
the ground. * 

One hundred eighty more revolving years, 

And Solomon his far famed temple rears. 

Then intwo hundred fifty-two, ’tis said, 

Stern Romubiit ‘old. Rome’ s foundation laid. 

Two hundred fourteen seasons scarce are done, ; 

When Cyrus conquers mighty Babylon. 6) 

Two hundred eighty more complete shoit bay 

And Alexander conquers it again. 

Now eight score years and two bring Persia’ ae 

And empire flies from Macedon to Rome. 

In eight score more and eight, the world hath 
peace ; 

And Christ is born to bless the human race. 


END OF yOL XI. 
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